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PREFACE. 

The  colony  of  New,  South  Wales  has,  from 
the  first,  been  considered  with  no  small  degree 
of  interest,  by  the  British  public,  and  seems 
from  several  circumstances,  entitled  to  that 
distinction. 

The  original  project  has  something  great 
in  it.  The  imm^ise  distance  of  the  settlement 
has  indeed  been  attended  with  considerable 
immediate  inconvenience  and  -expense ;  but 
that  distance  forms  its  most  striking  feature  in 
a  political  view.  Its  geographical  situation, 
with  respect  both  to  China  and  India,  offera 
advantages  in  prospect,  above  all  calculation. 
These  must,  it  is  admitted,  depend  on  our  naval 
preponderance.  The  last  twenty  years,  how- 
eveV,  have  set  every  doubt  on  that  point,  at 
rest. 
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INTRODUCTION^ 


The  vast  island  of  New  Holland  lies  between 
IQP  S7'  and  43^  39'  south  latitude,  and  110° 
30',  and  153°  30'  east  longitude.  It  is  nearly 
equal  in  extent  to  the  whole  of  Europe.  Its 
coast  was  first  discovered  by  Don  Pedro  Fer^ 
nando  de  Quiros,  who,  in  the  year  1609,  pre- 
sented several  memorials  to  the  Spanish  court, 
in  which  he  stated  it  as  part  of  a  great  southern 
continent,  and  solicited  the  means  of  its  con- 
quest or  settlement.  He  compared  the  probable 
extent  of  his  discovery,  to  that  of  all  Europe 
and  the  Lesser  Asia  taken  together.  Seven 
years  afterwards,  part  of  the  western  <^oast  of 
this  country  was  seen  by  the  captain  of  a  Dutch 
ship  named  The  Endracht.  This  part  has 
been  denominated  Land  of  Endracht*  In 
1618,  a  portion  of  the  western  coast,  from  the 
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X  INTRODUCTION. 

1 1th  to  the  15th  degree  of  latitude,  was  dis- 
covered by  Zeachen.  In  1619  John  Van 
Edels  gave  his  name  to  another  part  of  it,  about 
latitude  29°.  In  1622  a  Dutch  captain  observed 
the  south-western  point  of  what  is  now  called 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  about  the  43rd  degree  of 
latitude;  and  five  years  afterwards,  Peter 
Van  Nuyts  gave  his  name  to  a  part  of  the 
south-western  coast.  In  1628,  the  Dutch 
commodore  De  Witt  visited  and  gave  his  name 
to  that  part  of  the  western  coast,  which  lies 
between  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  and  the  15th 
degree  of  latitude..  In  the  same  year  a  large 
gulph  on  the  northern  coast  receiveclthe  name 
of  Carpentaria,  from  Peter  Carpenter,  a  Dutch- 
man, the  ^discoverer  of  it.  In  1629,  Francis 
Pelsaert,  a  Dutch  commodore,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  western  coast,  in  latitude  28°.  He 
had  the  good  fortune  to  reach  Batavia  in  his 
skiff,  after  having  made  some  observations 
upon  the  productions  and  natives  of  the  country. 
In  1642,  Abel  Jansen  Tasman  was  employied 
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INTRODUCTION.  XI 

by  the  Dutch  East  India  Company^  to  make  a 
survey  of  certain  parts  of  this  coast  He 
reported  ai^ariety  of  particulars^  respecting  its 
productions^  climate  and  inhabitants.  Captain 
Dampier^  an  Englishman^  visited  it  in  the  year 
1688^  and  in  1699  was  commissioned  by  King 
William^  to  examine  it  more  particularly. 

There  is  in  the  reports  of  all  the  early  navi- 
gators^  who  have  treated  of  this  country,  a  great 
conformity,  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with 
later  information. 

Captain  Cook  in  the  year  1770,  discovered 
the  eastern  coast.  That  great  navigator 
ascertained  New  Holland  to  be  an  island. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Project  of  a  Colony — Expedition — Arrival  in 
New  South  Wales. 

In  the  year  1786  it  was  deemed  expedient  by 
the  British  Government  to  take  possession  of  a 
part  of  New  Holland^  for  the  purpose  of  plant- 
ing a  colony,  and  with  a  particular  view  to  the 
tran^ortation  of  convicts.  There  was  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  that  vast  island,  at  about  thirty- 
four,  degrees  of  south  latitude,  a  capacious 
inlet,  to  which  Captain  Cook  had,  from  the 
provision  of  curious  plants  upon  its  borders, 
given  the  name  of  Botany  Bay,  and  which  he 
had  spoken  of  as  a  place  well  calculated  for  a 
settlement.  To  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  for 
the  purposes  in  question,  an  expedition  was 
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i^ledout  m  the  y«ar  aboveHQ[ii^liM^>a£^  the 
command  of  it,  together  with  the  govermnent 
of  the  projected  colony,  given  to  Captain  Arthur 
Phillip,  an  officer  who  had  served  vrith  reputation 
in  the  Portuguese,  as  well  as  the  British  navy. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  the  captain  hoisted 
a  pendant  on  board  his  majesty's  ship  Sirius, 
of  twenty  guns,  then  lying  at  Deptford.  The 
burden  of  this  vessel  was  about  five  hundred 
and  twenty  tonsi-and  rfwnpras,  from  her  con- 
struction, well  adapted  to  the  particular  service 
for  which  she  was  intended.  As  Captain 
PhilUp  had  the  general  conduct  pf  the  expedi- 
tion, and  as,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  colony,  his 
other  occupations  would  oblige  him  to  resign 
the  command  of  the  ship,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  appoint  another  experiencedofficer 
to  her  as  second  captain,  and  this  situation  wm 
accordingly  given  to  Captain  John  Huntar, 
with  promotion  from  master  and  commander 
to  the  rank  of  post  It  was  also  judged  proper, 
although  the  Sirius  mounted  but  twenty  guns, 
and  those  only  six-pounders,  to  appoint  to  her 
three  lieutenants,  a  master,  purser,  surgeon, 
with  two  mates,  a  boatswain,  gunner^,  and  party 
of  marines.  She  was  to  be  accompanied  by 
the  Supply  brig,  as  an  armed  tender,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  BalL    On  the  7th  of 
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May  17S7>  tfaede  two  shipa  rendeKVOfused  at 
Portsmoath  with  the  feUowing  six  tiansportoy 
and  three  store-ship^. 

The  Alexander,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty* 
thiee  tons;  had  on  board  oxie  hundred  and 
ninety-two  male  oon  victs ;  two  heotenants,  two 
Serjeants,  two  ccnporals,  one  drummer,  and 
twenty-nine  privates,  with  one  assistantHSurr 
geon  to  the  cdlcMby. 

The  Scarborough,  of  fotir  hundred  and 
dgitteen  tons;  had  on  board  two  hundred  and 
five  male  convicts ;  one  captain^  two  lieutenants^ 
two  Serjeants,  two  corporals,,one  drummer,  and 
twenty^sin:  privates,  with  one  assistant-surgeon. 

The  Charlotte,  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
six  toM;  eighty-^ine  male  and:  twenty  §&sm\^ 
conrrieti^;  one  ca;ptain,  two  lieutenants^  two 
i^erjfeaiJtSy  three  cdrporals,  one  drummer,  and 
thirty-five  privates,  with  the  principal  surgeon 
of  the  colony. 

The  Lady  Penrbyn,  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-^ight  tons ;  one  hundried  and  one  female 
eoimcts;  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and 
^ee  privates,  with  a  person  acting  as  a  sur- 
geoniB  mate. 

The  IVince  of  Wales,  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty^four  tons ;  two  nule  cund  fifty  female  ccm- 
victs^;   two  lieotenants,  three  sajeants,  two 
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cdrporaH  one  drummer^  and  twenty-four  pri- 
vates^ with  the  surveyor-general  of  the  colony. 

The  Friendship  (snow),  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  tons,  seventy-six  male  and 
twenty-one  female  convicts ;  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  two  seijeants,  three  corporals,  one 
drummer,  and  thirty-six  privates,  with  one 
assistant-surgeon. 

There  were  on  board,  beside  these,  twenty- 
eight  women,  eight  male  and  six  female  chil- 
drien,  belonging  to  the  soldiers  of  the  detach- 
ment, together  with  six  male  and  seven  female 
children  belonging  to  the  convicts. 

The  Fishboum,  store-ship,  was  of  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  tons ;  the  Borrowdale 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  tons ;  and  thie 
Grolden  Grove  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-Mie 
tons.  On  board  this  last  dbip  was  embarked 
the  chaplain  of  the  colony. 

The  men  of  war  and  transports,  as  well  as 
the  store-ships,  were  stowed  as  far  as  they 
would  admit,  with  provisions,  implements  of 
agriculture,  camp  equipage,  clothing,  and 
every  other  article  which  was  conceived  to  be 
necessary  to  an  infant  settlement  On  board 
the  Sirius,  there  embarked.  Major  Ross,  the 
commandant  of  the  corps  of  mariniss,  i^idio  was 
also  lieutenant-governor  of  the   colony;  the 
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adjutant  and  quarter-master;  the  judge-advo- 
cate of  the  settlement  and  a  comnnssary. 
The  necessary  day  and  night  signals  bdng 
established^  for.  the  regulation  of  the  convoy, 
and  proper  instructions  givai  to  the  nuustert  to 
guard  against  separation,  the  agnal  was  made 
on  the  13Ui  to  weigh  anchcMr.  The  Hyena 
frigate  had  orders  to  accompany  the  fleet  to  a 
certain  distance  dijear  of  the  channel,  and  then 
to  return  with  an  account  of  its  state,  and  with 
any  diq>atches  which  it  might  be  requisite  for 
the  governor  to  send  home.  On  the  80th, 
wh^Q  the  whole  had  arrived  in  lat  47^  57", 
and  Ion.  12^  14'  west,  the  Hyena  parted 
company  upon  her  return.  On  the  24th,^  the 
fleet  was  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  Ort^^,  and 
cm  the  30th  ofi^Madbira.  On  tbe  3rd  of  June 
it  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz, 
at  the  island  of  Tenerifie.  Early  the  nert 
morning.  Captain  Phillip  sent  ah  officer  to  wait 
on  the  Marquis  of  Branceforte,  the  governor 
of  this  and  the  other  Spanish  islands  in  those 
seas,  with  the  informaticm  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, respecting  the  fleet  and  its  destination, 
and  also  to  learn  at  what  time  he  might  pay 
his  respects  to  his  Excellency.  The  Spanish 
governor  proposed  an  hour  on  the  same  day, 
and  the  captain,  accompanied  by  the  principat 
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cmH  mili^ry^  and  naval  offieef»  under  hid 
orders^  paid  their  oeraiioisiali  visit  at  tfae  lime 
appointed  €a|ritain  Phillip  poistpcmed  tiU  the 
following^  day  the  mentiaa  of  the  bufiSMiai, 
howmest  urgent^  of  refireshmeots  for  the  fleet 
There  was^  however^  iio&iiig  last  by  tbii; 
instance  of  scrupulous  delicacy ;  for  the  marquis 
seoi  a  message  by  a  gentlemazi^  the  aame  aftei"- 
nocm^  with  oifeiB  of  ey^y  supply  and  asexs/k- 
ance  whic^  it  was  in  his  power  to  furnish. 
On  tfae  6th^  he  came  in  person  on  board, 
attended  by  several  of  his  o^c«»^  to  retmm 
.Captain  Phillip^s  visit  On  this  occasion  he 
remaiiied  abcmt  an  hour,  expressed  much  p^ 
ttfe^  in  the  success  of/ the  expedition^r  and 
eaamined  with  attenticm  some  charts  which 
wtire  shevm  him/that  had  reference  to  it 
/  The  captain,  and  all  other  officers  whose 
ocoupatidhs  permitted  them  to  accept  the  invi- 
taiion,  were,  in  the  course  of  their  stay,  spleiH 
didly  entertained  at  the  marquis's  table.  With 
regard  to  the  supplies,  not  only  Die  ships'  dom- 
panies  and  marines,  but  the  entire  number  of 
convicts,  were  every  day  plentifiilly  served  with 
the  best  fresh  provisions,  although  ihiitB  ai^ 
v^tables  were  at  that  time  considered  by  tfae 
inhabitants  as  unusually  scarce*  All  those 
British  officers,  whose  narratives  of  the  trans* 
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aclioQS  at  this  Island  hate  been  prtscarved^  hoive 
vkd  wilh  each  otlkef  in  acknowledgments^ilif 
theif  polite  vteeptioD^  and  of  the  taienU  ahd 
agreeable  qualities  of  the  Maiquis  of  Bfance*- 
foite.  ^^  i  never/'  says  CSaptain  Himter,  ^  net 
with  so  polite  and  so  pleasant  a  man  in  any 
finreign  port  i  hare  ever  visited." 

It  was  Captain  Phillip's  intention  on  his 
arrival,  to^  msioe  a  Gitay  of  only  three  or  four 
^  days ;  but  although  the  watering  of  the  Bhips^ 
wfaioh  W9IA.  the  principal  object  in  vieiw,  was 
carried  on  with  great  diligeacey  and  often  am!^ 
tinned  after  dusk^  yet^  from  the  inconvenaetiaeof 
tlie  watering  place,  whidi  admitted  but  of  twb 
beats  being  ladeli  at  atim^  it  was  foaad 
impossiblj9  to  be  in  complete  readiness  so  ^pon 
as  was  at  first  expected.  The  religious  ohtmh 
vaxices  of  the  place  had  also  some,  though  no 
very  considerable  share,  in  retarding  the  pie^ 
parations;  as  the  British  ships  and  militwy 
were  careful  to  distinguish  these  occa8kms>  by 
a  marked  cessation  from  public  duties.  .On 
the  10th,  the  captain  and  officers  took  their 
teave  of -the  hospitable  governor,  and  the  fleet 
set  sail.  The  British  Gbxps  did  not  salute  at 
this  port,  that  ceremony  having  been  at  their 
first  arrival  declined. 

Ott  the  18th,  the  fleet  passed  the  Cape  de " 
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Yard  islaufk.  On  the  .14A  c^  Jidy^  it  omided 
the  equator^  m  longitude  36^  1€^  west,  inth 
5®  of  west  variation.  On  the,  fnd  df  August^ 
the  coast  of  South  Amerioa  was  in  sight.  On 
the  6th,  the.  fleet  anchored  dt  Rio  Janeiro. 

The  viceroy  of  Brazil  was  |it  this,  time  Dim 
Luis  de  Vasconcellos.  A  s^ous  diffi^csiee 
whidi  had  icxmerly  taken  place  between  this 
nobleman  and  Captain  Phillip,  caused  some 
uneasiness  upoii  thia  occasion,  to  those  who 
happened  to  be  acquainted  with  tl^  circum** 
stance.  It  was .  apprehended  that  >.  it  might 
now  have  an  influence  to  the  di^dvantage  of 
the:  fleet.  But  this,  as  it  soon  appeared,  was^ 
to  do  an  injustice  to  Don  Lub.  Whatever 
might  be  the  conduct  pursued,  or  feelings 
mainifested  by  Captain  Phillip,  upon  any  occa« 
sion  of  his  life,  those  who  knew  him  best  always 
gave  him  credit  for  hiis  motives.  The  generous 
viceroy  had  probably  felt  this  distinction,  and 
was  lavish  in  tokens  of  esteem  for,  his  adver<* 
sary.  .  On  the  first  information  of  his  arrival^ 
he  gave  orders  to  the  garrison,  that  the  same 
honours  should  be  paid  to  him  as  to  himself;  a 
distinction  which  the  captain  modestly  wished 
to  decline,  but  was  not  permitted*.  His  recep- 
tion at  the  viceregal  court  was  flattering  to 
him  and  honourable  to  the  British  nation.  All 
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the  officers  were  recdved  with  the  politest 
attention,  and  had  the  unusual  indulgenoe 
exl^ided  to  them,  of  being  permitted  to  yisit 
every  part  of  the  city  of  St  Sebastian,  and  the 
adjacent  country;  a  compliment  which  will 
appear  extraordinary  to  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  jealousy  entertained  towards 
strangers  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  settle* 
ments.  The  established  entrances-fees,  which 
were  very  high,  were  remitted,  as  soon  as  it 
was  Understood  that  the  stores  belonged  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty.  The  port-captain  gave 
every  assistance  to  the  ships,  on  their  coming 
into,  and  afterwards  mooring  in,  the  harbour. 
The  usual  precaution  against  contraband 
traffic,  of  placii^  a  guard  in  whatever  boat 
came  ashore,  was  not  insisted  on.  Permission 
was  received  for  the  erection  of  an  observatory, 
at  the  Isle  of  Enchidos,  two  miles  up  the  har- 
bour, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rate 
of  the  time-keeper.  The  fleet  was  supplied 
with  many  useful  articles  from  the  royal  stores; 
the  purchase  of  provisions  or  other  comtnodi- 
ties,  was  efiectually  regulated  by  the  govern- 
ment, so  as  to  prevent  imposition.  It  would 
be  ^fficult  to  specify  all  the  instances  c^  atten- 
tion by  which  the  stay  of  the  fleet  was  rendered, 
agreeable  in  this  harbour. 
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The  Wrtti-day  of  his  royal  highneas  thd 
Prince  of  firazil  occurred  on  the  2ldt.  The 
British  were  carefiil^  on  thi&  occasidn5  to  omit 
ootbitig  which  might  be  considered  as  expree* 
sive  of  their  respect  for  him  and  attachment  to 
the  nation.  They  fired  a  i^oyal  salute^  begii>- 
ning  only  two  shots  later  thaift  the  Portugu^e 
gnns ;  the  Sinus  displayed  the  Portuguese  "flag 
at  her  fore-top-mast-head ;  and  Captain  Phil- 
lip, with  all  the  principal  officers,  went  <iti 
shore  to  pay  their  compliments  to  the  vicefoy 
in  honour  of  the  day.  Except  upon  this  occa* 
itton,  there  reigned  at  this  time  in  the  settle-- 
ment,  a  remarkable  degree  of  gloom  and 
melancholy,  which  had  continued  from  the 
time  of  the  king's  death .  The  play,  the  op^ra- 
house,  and  all  places  of  public  amusement  were 
shut,  and  the  viceroy  indulged  himself  only  in 
a  private  concert  once  a  week. 

It  was  necessary,  at  length,  to  quit  this 
friendly  region.  The  stay  of  the  fleet  had 
lasted  nearly  a  month,  which  space  had  been 
employed  in  a  variety  of  useful  preparations. 
Amongst  other  objects,  particular  attention 
had  been  given  to  the  laying  in  of  all  those 
productions  which  it  was  thought  might  be 
cultivated  with  advantage  in  the  intended 
fiplony ;  such  as  the  coffee-plant,  the  cocoa,  the 
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banana,  the  orange,  the  lime,  the  shaddock, 
the  tamarind,  the  guava,  the  lemon,  the  pcwraae- 
roies  the  Indian  fig,  with  the  cochineal  ineeeto 
upon  it,  together  witli  a  variety  oi  medicinal 
plants.  The  whc^  fleet  had  been  greatly 
refreshed  by  the  plenti&d  supply  of  fresh  meat, 
vegetables,  and  fruits.  •  The  vast  profroion  of 
orauD^pes  and  bananas  was^  thought  to  have  a 
seomble  effect  on  the  health  of  the  convicts, 
whose  unhappy  situation  necessarily  imdered 
them  most  liable  to  the  diseases  incident  to 
long  voyages*  After  a  gratefdl  leave  taken  of 
the  viceroy,  the  ognal  was  made  on  the  3rd  of 
September,  from  the  Sirius,  for  all  penaons  to 
repair  on  board  their  respective  i^ps.  The 
neKt  morning  the  fled;  weighed  anchor.  In 
passing  fort  Santa  Cruz,  the  Sirius  received  and 
returned  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns. 

During  the  voyage  from  Rip  Janeiro  to 
the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,. the  weather  was 
eiLtr^nely  variable.  The  fleet,  however,  ar- 
rived a:t  that  port  on  the  Idth  of  October, 
having  crossed  from  the  continent  of  America 
to  that  of  Africa,  a  distance  of  upwards  of 
deven  hundred  leagues,  in  the  space  of  only 
five  wed^s  and  four  days,  without  either  sepa- 
ration or  accident  Its  reception  here,  aS^  at 
the  other  ports  at  which  it^  had  touched.  Was 
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highly  amicable.  A  scarcity,  approaching 
nearly  to  famine,  had  lately,  for  the  first>time, 
prevailed  in  this  colony ;  which  was  ncrt  even 
yet  com|detely  delivered  from  the  pressure  of  so 
dreadM  a  calamity.  The  supplying  the  fleet 
with  the  grain  and  flour  still  wanting  to  make 
up  the  quantity  required  for  the  settlement  in 
New  South  Wales,  became  therefore  a  matter 
of  very  serious  scruple  with  the  Dutch  goveamor 
and  council.  A  disappointment,  on  the  other 
hand^  as  to  this  object,  would  have  been  as 
distressing  as  it  was  ui^expected,  to  the  expedi- 
tion ;  the  Cape  being  the  last  resource  which 
the  known  world  could  afford  for  such  a  supply. 
After  a  deliberation,  however,  which  lasted 
till  the  23rd,  Captain  Phillip's  solicitation  was 
complied  with  to  the  full  extent.  Permisaioii 
was  also  given  to  purchase  the  necessary  live 
stock,  and  a  great  variety  was  procured  of 
plants  and  seeds,  both  of  fruits  and  garden 
vegetables.  The  gardens  of  the  Cape  are 
celebrated  as  containing  the  produce  of  every 
qlimate.  The  sugar-cane,  the  vine  in  great 
variety,  the  fig,  the  peach,  the  quince,  the 
apple,  the  pear,  the  strawberry,  the  myrtle,  the 
bamboo,  the  Spanish  reed,  together  with  rice, 
Indian  cprn^  and  a  number  of  other  articles 
too  tedious  to  emuncrrate,  were  carefully  laid 
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ttp  for  the  usfe  of  the  colony,  agreeably  to  the 
ii«»st  judicious  directions  that  could  be  procured 
for  their  preservation^ 

A  Swiss  soldier  of  the  regiment  of  MeUron^ 
which  was  on  ser^lce  there,  swam  off  from  the 
shore,  and  came  on  board  one  of  the  transports^ 
requesting  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  her  to 
New  South  Wales.  To  assent  to  this  man's 
prc^po(»tion  was  evidently  a  thing  impossible^ 
and  Captain  Phillip  accordingly  sent  him 
ashore ;  but  his  humanity  induced  him  to  solicit> 
atid  he  succeeded  in  -obtaining  for  him,  a 
pardon  from  his  regiment.  The  fleet  sailed 
on  the  13th  of  November. 

After  its  departure,  the  weather  continued 
very  unfavourable  for  several  days*  The 
convoy  got  slowly  and  laboriously  eastward  of 
the  Gape.  On  the  16th,  Captain  Phillip  signi*- 
fied  his  intention  of  preceding  the  principal 
part  of  the  fleet,  with  a  view  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  disembarkation 
in  New  South  Wales.  This  separation  did 
not  take  place  till  the  25th,  in  lat.  38^  40' 
south.  Ion.  2QP  05'  east,  when  he  embarked 
on  board  the  Supply,  taking  with  him,  from  the 
Sirius,  several  officers,  some  carpenters,  sawyers, 
blacksmiths,  and  other  artificers,  as  also  the 
time-keeper.     He  at  the  same  time  gave  orders 
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to  three  of  ^the  best  saUing  lxan^K»t8»  imdifr 
the  coimrmnd  of  Xiieutenant  Shortlaiidi  ifi  .^pjvit 
the  convoy,  and  make  the  best  .of  theinjw^;til 
join  him  at  'Botany  Bay.  In  these  w«te  ifem- 
barked  the  JieutenanfegoYemw,  with  U)[e.;adjuf 
jtant  and  qtiarter-master  of  the  inariiie6«. ,  The 
^remainder  of  the  fleet  was  commanded  by 
Captain  H^nten  This  able  officer  was.  imdiar 
the  disadvantage  of  having  with  him  iseverai 
very  heavy  sailing  ships^^  and  no  bettelr  tittup 
keeper  than  his  watch^  He  seems  to  .hfUre 
conducted  his  charge  with  equal  prudence  and 
talent.  The  day  after  parting  cinnpany^  tiatf 
Supply  was  still  in  sight  from  tihe  mast  head^ 
and  the  three  transports  were  discerned  about 
seven  or  eight  miles  off;  but  the  wind  fhaving 
shifted  to  the  south-east  in  the  night  of  tbe 
-Srth,  the  fleet  stood  to  the  southward,  and  frem 
4:hat  time  lost  sight  of  them.  It  was  Captain 
Hunter's  opinion,  that  it  had  till  then  kept  m 
too  northerly  a  parallel  to  ensure  strong  aftd 
lasting  westerly  winds ;  which  determined  him, 
as  soon  as  Captain  Phillip  had  separated,  to 
«teer  to  the  southward,  and  keep  a  higher  lati^ 
tude.  The  weather  continued  very  unfavour* 
able  till  the  29th,  when  the  wind  came  round 
to  the  west  and  became  much  more  ste^y. 
The  accuracy  of  the  watch  seemed  sufficiently 
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tfeie  IM  of  'Qeoehiber  the  ]o9fcgi^tiide  by  acCQUBti^ 

mm  dSP  4«',  east,  %  the  watch  36^  48'  ;^\&\. 

40°  05'  Bouth;  vumtion  of  the  compass,  SB^ 

A(f/wt^    Towards  thte  end  of  Dec^iriber  and 

begifiirii^  of  January,  he  expert(M»ced  frequent 

aad ^iblent  squalls   and   ha^^y  weather;  the 

cohvoy  in  .general  >^ere  brought  under  a  reefed 

f0iie4op«ail,  and  the  Sirius  carried  her  tibree 

stbrm  stay-sails,  that  the  transports  miglit  not 

fioid  it  necessary,  to  attempt  carrying  more  sail 

than  was  consistait  with  their  safety.     When- 

/ETvifer  there  was  an  appearance  of  thick  weather, 

4kiey  observed  as  close  an  order  as  possible. 

The  sea  w»3  high  and  irregular,  and  broke 

i^h  great  vi(d«noe  on  some  of  the  ships.  Tlic 

roll  and  labouring  of  these  vessels  proved  very 

jaatednvenient  with  respect  to  the  cattle.     In 

due  €«wse  of^  this  passage,  whales  of  a  large 

size  were  seen ;  few  birds ;  a  quantity  of  sea-* 

weed,  supposed  to  have  drifted  from  the  island 

of  St.  Paul.     On  the  4th  of  January,  some 

good  observaibions  of  the  longitude  were  takeik 

The  result,  which  gave  1 35^  dO'east,  was  marked 

with  chalk,  in  large  charact^s,  on  a  blacJL 

painted  board,  and  shewn  over  the  stern  to  the 

contifoy.     The  fleet  was  now  thought  to  be  not 

far  from  the  coast  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  On 
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the  6thi  in  the  evefling,  as  the  captain  intended 
running  in  for  the  land  all  tiight,  he  mad^  th6 
^gnal  for  the  coirvoy:t6  clbse^  and  drop  into 
the  Sirius's  wake.  Ob  the-  7th  and  Sth^  thdre 
was  a  bright  Aurora  Australis^  of  a  beautiiiil 
criiiisori  colour,  streaked  with?  orange^  yellow> 
and  while,  with  a  constant  play  and  inter- 
thange  of  those  colours.  The  fleet  next  day 
passed  near  the  South  Cape,  which  terminated 
in  a  low,  rocky  point*  Beyond  this,  to  the 
eastward,  it  passed  the  point  of  land  Called 
Tasman's  Head,  On  the  10th,  it  experienced 
some  violent  squalls,  with  lightning,  thunder^ 
and  rain.  These  came  on  so  suddenly  as  to 
surprise  the  convoy  with  too  much  sail  out, 
and  occasion  some  damage  and  delay.  On 
the  15th,  by  a  lunar  observation,  the  longitude 
was  found  to  be  152^  43'  east  On  the  19th,  . 
at  noon,  the  fleet  was  abreast  of  Redpoint^  in 
lat.  34°  29',  at  the  distance  of  only  ten  leagues 
from  Botany  Bay.  The  captain  made  sail 
ahead,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  get  sight  of  its 
entrance  before  night.  As  soon  as  he  had 
brought  it  to  bear  north-north-west,  he  lay  to, 
and  made  the  signal  for  the  convoy  to  pass  iri 
succession  under  his  ship's  stem,  when  they 
were  infonned  of  the  bearing  of  the  harbour, 
as  also  its  distance,  which  was  seven  or  eight 
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miles^  and  that  it  was  the  captaln*s  intention  to 
work  off  under  an  easy  sail  till  day-light  The 
next  morning,  being  fair^  with  a  south-east 
wind,  he  led  into  the  bay.  The  Supply  and 
the  three  transports  were  discovered  at  anchor. 
Thus  arrived,  in  safety  and  healthy  at  a  part 
of  the  globe  which  was  nearly  the  antipodes  of 
the  point  from  which  it  set  out,  a  fleet  of  eleven 
sail,  after  a  voyage  of  eight  months.  The 
entire  number  of  deaths  had  been  but  thirty* 
two,  and  some  of  these  had  been  accidental. 
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<3HAPTER  IL 

:B0kmy  Bayr-^Natwes. 

X HB  goyerppr  had  reached  hU  destmatiou  but 
forty  hqur^,  and  the  three  tra^ports  but  twenty 
hours,  before,  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  Hfe  had 
emjdoyed  himself^  from  .his  first  landii^^  in 
exaimiaiiig  ))ow  far:  the  bay  was  adapted  to 
the  intended  purpose  of  a  colony ;  but  his 
researches  had  ended  for  the  most  part  in  dis- 
appointment Its  extent  is  very  great,  but  it  is 
in  general  without  much  depth' of  water,  and  is 
exposed  to  the  south-east  winds,  which  often 
cause  a  heavy  and  dangerous  swell.  At  the 
distance  of  less  than  three  miles  from  its  mouth, 
there  is  a  bar,  which  at  low  water  is  not  more 
than  fifteen  feet  deep.  The  streams  of  fresh 
water  upon  its  shores  are  scanty,  and  in  many 
places  impure,  with  the  appearance  of  having 
oozed  through  marshes.  There  was,  indeed^ 
that  variety  of  plants  which  had  been  so  capti- 
vating to  the  taste  of  the  party  that  accompa- 
nied Captain*  Cook,  and  which  suggested  the 
name  assigned  to  the  bay.;  but  the  good  soil 
was  only  in  patches,  and  the  place  upon  the 
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whole  so  unprcMOfiising,  that  a  general  gloom 
prevailed  over  the  roinds  of  the  more  thinking 
part  of  those  who  belonged  tjo  the  expedition. 
It  soon  occurred  to  the  governor,  that  it  would 
\)e  expedient  to  seek  for  Another  gitiiation,  and 
he  resolved  upoa  the  immediate. execution  ai 
that  measure ;  but^  as  it  was  not  certain  that  a 
mare  eligible  one  eould  be  found,  be  thought 
it  prudent  not  entirely  to  suspend  his  prepara*. 
\km»^  but  still  to  a^t  in  apme  sort  as  if  this  were 
to  be  the  site  of'  the  settlement.  He  th^i^fi^re 
fixed  Upon  a  part  of  the  southern  shore,  named 
Potnt  Suthedand,  as. the  best ^«i|t^^tion  that 
coiitd  be  found,  and  gave  .  orders,  vtibai.  the 
clearing  of  thCigrcHmd  shoidd  -be  oamineiM^d^ 
but,  forbid  :  the  ;  principal  disenbarkatiion^ 
I^ientenant  Kii^  had  orders^also  4o  view  the 
b»y  :durmg  hi&  a£>sence  with  grealM  accuracy 
than  time  had  hitherto  permitted. 

The  $honea  of  this  country  are  itdiabited  by 
a  savage  race,  who  have  rvo.  fixed .  resid«aice,: 
aia4  subsi$t:chiefly:by  hunUng.and  fishings  buj^ 
particularly  the  latter*  They  are^^ticelyjc^iAiecl 
Thou^  not  of  tbiinti^ro  kindr  thdr  c^&sot^ 
plexkin  is  of  a  sooty  black*  ;They.  aaje  aiwedr 
with  a  lance,  and  n^ke  use  t>f  canoes^  in  w]pii::;h> 
there  is  usually  a  fire.  They  take  refiige„fr<»n 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  sometimes  in 
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the  cav^  of  the  rocks^  and  sometimes  in  tempo* 
rary  huts  covered  with  bark.  Their  popula* 
tion  is  proportioned  to  the  scantiness  of  their 
subsistence.  The  governor  had^  during  the 
few  days  that  had  elapsed  since  his  arrival, 
several  opportunities  of  observing  their  temper. 
In  general  they  had  not  appeared  decidedly 
unfriendly ;  but  even  their  acts  of  kindness 
were  accompanied  by  marks  of  suspicion  and 
alarm.  When  signs  were  made  to  them  from 
'  a  boat,  that  the  object  sought  was  water,  they 
pointed  to  the  situation  of  a  spring,  and  ^fler 
conducting  the  crew  to  it,  behaved  at  the  spot 
peaceably.  An  old  man,  of  a  very  ferocious 
countenance,  seemed  pleased  with  the  looks  of 
an  European  child,  but  after  examining  it  with 
apparent  tenderness,  he  pronounced  vehemently 
the  word  whjuray  signifying  in  their  language 
begone. 

These  mixed  emotions  are  not  confined  to 
ti^e  savage.  Man  in  every  state  confesses  their 
iaAuence.  In'  the  most  polished  nations,  they 
perplex  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  The 
savage  has  his  notions,  however  rude,  of  pro- 
pmty  and  occupancy ;  or  he  may  be  alarmed 
at  the  appearance  or  neighbourhood  of  powerful 
strangers.  Interest  and  hope  and  curiosity, 
may  again  pull  him  in  a  contrary  direction. 
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It  will  occur  to  every  generous  mind^  that 
these  less  favoured  mortals^  to  whom  fortune 
has  been  such  a  step-mother^  have  undeniable 
claims  to  indulgence  from  those  who  possess 
the  boundless  advantages  over  them  derived 
from  civilization. 
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CHAPTER  UI. 

Port  Jackson.    . 

On  the  21st  of  January^  in  pursuance  of  his 
plan^  the  governor  proceeded  to  explore  the 
neighbouring  coasts,  and  particularly  the  inlet, 
about  eighteen  mile^  northward,  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  named  Broken  Bay.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Captain  Hunter,  Captain 
Collins  (judge-advocate),  and  the  master  of 
the  Sirius,  with  a  small  party  of  marines.  The 
whole  being  embarked  in  three  open  boats. 
The  day  was  mild  and  serene.  Parties  of 
natives  on  shore  seemed  to  accompany  their 
progress,  vociferating  the  words  whurra, 
whurra,  whurray  words  which  we  have  already 
observed  to  be  of  no  friendly  import. 

There  was  a  part  of  the  coast  which  Captain 
Cook  had  viewed  from  a  distance  of  between 
two  and  three  miles,  and  which,  as  it  had  to 
him  the  appearance  of  an  open  bay,  he  had  not 
thought  worthy  of  particular  examination.  It 
was  distant  from.  Botany  Bay  about  three 
leagues  and  a  half.  He  had  named  it  Port 
Jackson.    This,  as  it  lay  in  the  route  to  Broken 
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Bay,  the  governor  thought  ^oper  to  look  into, 
before  he  proceeded  ftirther.  It  was  now 
found  to  be,  in  reality,  the  mouth  of  ^.  channel 
which  stretched  in  a  south-west  direction,  but 
which,  from  the  turn  of  the  coast,  and  the 
height  of  the  outer  capes  or  heads,  had  not 
brfore  been  distinguished.  Pursuing  this 
channel  for  about  three  miles,  the  party  were 
agreeably  surprised,  by  its  sudden  tirni  to  the 
west,  to  find  it  lead  to  a  further  inlet  of  great 
extent.  The  more  they  followed  up  their 
unexpected  discovery,  the  more  they  had  reason 
to  be  satisfied.  This  noble  and  completely 
land-locked  harbour  is  about  fourteen  miles  in 
length,  and  of  the  most  irregular  form.  Its 
soundings  are  of  a  depth  much  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  largest  ships.  All  the  navies 
in  the  world  might  ride  in  safety  in  it  Its 
branches  are  very  extensive.  In  thes6,  as  well 
as  in  the  main  body  of  its  waters,  are  innume- 
rable coves  and  creeks,  whose  rocky  margins 
are  shaded  with  the  finest  timber,  and  many  of 
which  form  of  themselves  capacious  harbours. 
Within  these  again  are  frequently  found  others, 
embosomed  in  woods, .  and  of  considerable 
depth  and  size.  The  tufted  islands,  which 
adorn  without  encumbering  it,  give  to  the 
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whole  a  picturesque  effect^  only  to  be  equalled 
by  the  ideas  it  presents  of  safety  and  conveni- 
ence. Such  was  this  magnificent  port,  now  for 
the  first  time  beheld  by  the  eye  of  civilized  man. 
The  governor  required  no  persuasion  to  seek 
upon  its  shores  a  situation  for  the  projected 
settlement,  and,  with  this  view,  he.  Captain 
Hunter,  and  another  officer,  by  separating  in 
difierent  boats,  and  proceeding  in  several  direc- 
tions, gave  them  the  most  diligent  examination 
that  the  urgency  of  the  case  permitted.  The 
result  was  his  choice  of  an  inlet  on  the  south 
8ide>  at  about  five  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
main  entrance ;  to  this  he  gave  the  name  of 
Sydney  Cove.  It  was  about  half  a  mile  in 
length  and  a  quarter  in  breadth.  Its  soundings 
were  about  seven  fathom  towards  the  middle  of 
the  channel  and  four  n^ar  the  shore ;  so  that,  at 
a  small  expense,  it  might  be  made  to  admit 
vessels  of  great  burden  quite  up  to  its  banks : 
nor  were  there,  in  any  part  of  it,  rocks  or 
shallows.  At  the  upper  end  it  receives  a  con- 
siderable stream  of  fresh  water. 

In  exploring  Port  Jackson,  further  particu- 
lars occurred  with  respect  to  the  manners  and 
character  of  the  natives.  Upon  the  first 
landing  of  the  boats,  a  party  of  them,  armed 
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with  dances,  stood  at  a  riiort  distance^  and 
seemed  in  vociferous  debate  amongst  them- 
selves.   Signs  of  amity,  however,  such  as  are 
in  some  degree  understood  by  all  savages, 
seemed  to  appease  them;  and  one  of  them, 
supposed  to  be  a  chief,  advanced  singly.     On 
being  accosted  by  the  governor,  who  offered 
to  lead  him  to  a  greater  distance  from  the 
others,  he  at  first  complied,  with  apparent 
ccmfidence,  but.  soon  stopped  and  made  his 
conductor    understand,  by  very    intelligible 
signs,  that  he  must  expect  severe  revenge 
if  any  advantage  was  taken  of  his  situation. 
The  governor,  notwithstanding  the  rigorous 
condition,  led  him  to  the  different  objects 
which  might  be  most  supposed  to  excite  his 
curiosity.     In  pointing  out,  amongst  other 
things,  a  sight  to  him  so  novel,  as  that  of  a  pot 
boiling  for  dinner,  he  succeeded,  to  all  appear- 
ance, in  making  him  comprehend  the  utility  of 
that  {NTocess,  and  in  even  recommending  it  to 
his  adoption  by  means  of  some  of  the  enormous  ^ 
shells  found  upon  this  coast.     European  foods, 
and  refreshments  of  every  kind,  seemed  at  fir^t 
to  be  accepted  by  the  natives  of  this  country, 
from    curiosity    rather    than    appetites     Of 
eatables,  they  relished  biscuit  and  bread  the 
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least,  and  they  cxjpressed  an  aversion  to  fer- 
mented liquors^  The  meeting  in  question  ter- 
minated by  further  signs  of  amity,  and  some 
presents  from  the  governor. 

In  another  part  of  the  harbour,  about  twenty 
of  them  waded  into  the  water  and  examined 
the  construction  of  the  boats,  with  a  degree  of 
minuteness^  which  impressed  a  higher  notion  of 
their  habits  of  observation  than  had  been  con- 
ceived on  any  former  occasion.  The  governor 
was  so  pleased  with  their  confidence  and 
manly  behaviour,  that  he  presented  them  with 
several  useful  article?,  and  gave  to  the  place 
the  name  of  Manly  C5ove.  They  afterwards 
came  to  the  spot  where^  the  boats  landed. 
They  were  now  armed,  two  of  them  with 
shields  and  swords  made  of  a,  hard  wood,  and 
the  rest  with  lances.  A  few  of  them  had  white 
day  rubbed  upon  the  upper  part-  of  the  face. 
Preparations  were  this  day,  a^^  on  the  former 
occasion,  making  for  dinner.  Their  curiosity 
nofw  rendered  them  a  little  troublesome,  and 
gave  rise  to  an  arrangement  which  they  were 
observed  to  submit  to  with  great  order  and 
diieerfulness.>  It  consisted  merely  in  marking 
a  line  round'the  spot  that  was  occupied,  and 
making    them   undei^tond   that   they   were 
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requested  not  to  come  within  it.  Their 
demeanour  in  general  would  have  done  credit 
to  a  more  artificial  state  of  life. 

On  the  24th,  the  object  of  the  expedition 
having  been  so  successftdly  fulfilled,  the  party 
hastened  to  relieve  the  general  anxiety  and 
returned  to  Botany  Bay. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Removal  to  Sydney  Cove. 

On  the  governor's  return,  the  successful  result 
of  his  expedition  was  announced  to  the  fleet, 
and  every  preparation  made  for  an  immediate 
removal*  Next  morning,  amidst  the  bustle 
attendant  upon  such  a  moment,  and  when  our 
adventurers  thought  themselves  in  a  state  of 
total  seclusion  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  a 
coincidence,  very  unexpected,  occurred.  Two 
strange  ships,  of  considerable  size  and  force, 
appeared  in  the  offing.  The  astonishment 
waB/generaJ. — ^^1  had  risen,"  says  Mr.  Tench*, 
^^  at  the  dawn  of  day;  judge  of  iny  surprise  on 
**  hearing  from  a  serjeant,  who  ran  down 
"  almost  breathless  to  the  cabin  where  I  was 
"  dressing,  that  a  ship  was  seen  off  the  har- 
*^  hour's  mouth.  At  first  I  only  laughed;  but 
"  knowing  the  man  who  spoke  to  me  to  be  of 
"  great  veracity,  and  hearing  him  repeat  his 
"  information,  I  flew  upon  deck,  on  which  I 

*  Lieutenant  of  manDes. 
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^^  had  barely  set  my  foot,  when  the  cry  of 
'^  muAher  sail  struck  on  my  astonished  ear. 
^^  Confounded  by  a  thousand  ideas  which  arose 
^^  in  my  mind  in  an  instant,  I  spremg  upon  the 
<^  banicado,  and  plainly  descried  two  ships  of 
<^  considerable  size  standing  in  for  the  mouth 
^^  of  the  bay.  By  this  time  the  alarm  had 
^^  become  general,  and  every  one  appeared  lost 
"  in  conjecture." 

The  conjecture?  formed  upon  the  extraor- 
dinary appearance  of  these  ships  were  various. 
Some  imagined  them  to  be  Dutch  ships  of  war 
come  to  dispossess  the  English  se);tlers ;  some 
supposed  them  to  be  upon  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery ;  some  thought  them  storeships  from 
England,  with  supplies.  Before  doubt  could 
be  dispelled,  and  the  general  curiosity  gratified, 
the  apparition  completely  vanished.  The 
ahips,  whatever  they  might  have  been,  were 
prevented  by  an  adverse  wind  and  strong 
current,  from  working  into  the  harbour,  and 
were  at  last  carried  entirely  off  the  coast.  The 
governor,  from  the  first,  participated  but  little 
in  the  general  perplexity.  He  had  scarcely  a 
doubt  tiiat  they  were  ships,  which  were  known 
to  have  been  sent  by  the  king  of  France  for 
purposes  of  discovery  in  the  South  Seas ;  and 
so  confident  was  he  in  his  conjecture,  that 
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ha  thoi^ht  U  Dnpecessary  to  delay^  fi»  a 
m<Hnent9  tha  intended  me«aiire»  of  reixiayaL 
He  djccotrdingly:  sailed  for  Port  Jackson  in  the 
Supplyv  with  a  party  of  mariiiesr  and  &.  nnniber 
of  artificersi,  lem^kftg  direcAioftft.with  Captain 
Hunter  to  £dI1ow  as  soon  as*  possible  with  the 
CCMivoy.  The  Supply  waa  scaarcely  out  of  si^t, 
when  tha  two  strange  ^ips  je^ppeared.  They 
were'  now  perceived  to  be  imder  .  FrOTK^h 
colours^  and  a  «Quthreagt;]^ri^lie  springing  up^ 
they  soon  affceranchoredin  J^:  bay;  ,Tbey 
proved  tobetheBnaisisoleand  AdtfoIi^eFrench 
frigates^  which  had  sailed. from  £^^  m  ^m^ 
1 785,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  aiid  wei^  com« 
Qjkaxided  by  Monsieur  de  Xa  Pferoijse*  Captaii^ 
Hunter  had  but  barely  time,  in  p&asing^  theas, 
to  exchange  civilities,  as  he  was  then  working 
out  of  the  bay.  He  anchored*  the  sacnis 
evening  with  the  convoy  in  Port  Jackson^ .  «. 
The  principal  dis^fubarkation  took  place  oq 
the  following  day  at  Sydney,  Cove.  A  savage 
wilderness^  which  from  the  banning  of  th^ 
world  had  never  heard  the  ^roke  of  an  aace, 
now  resounded  with  all  the  bustle  of  art  and 
dviUzed  life.  The  new  inhabitantsi  literally 
leaped  from  their  boats  into  a  forest  As  fast 
as  the  ground  could  be  cteared,  tents  were 
pi^edand  tiuks  constructed.    ^^  Here,"  to  use 
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the  words  ^f  Mr.  Tench,  ^fyou  might  see 
^^  one  party  felling  timber,  a  sIsGcaoKl  setting  up 
^'  a  bladcfimith's  forge,  a  third  dragging  along 
'^  a  load  of  stores  or  provisicMKi;  here  an 
^^  officer  pitching  his  marquee,  with  a  detach- 
^^  ipent  of  troops  on  cme  side,  and  a  cook's  fire 
^^  blazing  up  on  the  other.  Throi%h  the 
^^  unwearied  diligence,  however/'  continues he^ 
^<  of  those  at  the  head  of  the  different  depart 
<^  ments  regularity  was  soon  introduced,  and 
^^  as  far  as  the  unsettled.state  of  matters  would 
^^  allow,  coniusiaa  gave  place  to  system^" 

Foriunatdy  the  trees  w^^  not  so  uniliimnly 
okse  but  that  masy  (openings  presented  them*- 
s^ves,  which  it  would  have  been  very  tedious 
to  have  deared,  had  the  grotmd  been  entirely 
fPver^rowU.  The  place  could,  with  most  apti- 
tude, according  to  Captain  Hunter's  journal 
be  ccHupared  to  the  more  woody  parts  of  a 
gentleman's  deer-park  in  SnglaBd.  A  por-* 
table  canvass  house,  the  frame* work  and 
other  pajTts  of  which  had  been  brought  from 
England  for  the  immediate  accommodation  of 
tiie  governor,  was  now  erected  oii  the  east  side 
of  the  cove<  The  marines  were  staticmedat 
the  eKtiemity  next  the  stream*  The  convicts 
were  chtefly  placed  on  the  western  side.  The 
women  did  not  disembark  for  some  days,;  when 
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every  person  belonging  to  the  settlement  being 
landed^  the  numbers  were  found  to  amount  to 
one  thousand  and  thirty.  The  cattle  were 
landed  at  the  east  point  of  the  cove>  where 
they  had  the  benefit  of  pasturage  till  they 
xould  be  removed  to  some  ground  which  was 
to  be  cleared  for  a  faim^  under  the  direction  of 
a  skilM  person  brought  out  by  the  governor. 
Another  part^  adjoining  the  governor's  resi* 
dence^  was  prepared  with  the  utmost  expedition 
for  a  garden.  The  various  plants  which  had 
been  brought  from  Rio  Janeiro  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope>  were  found  to  be  in  good 
condition^  and  the  fruits  of  almost  every  climate 
were  committed  to  their  new  soil ;  nor  was 
less  attention  paid  to  the  still  more  useM 
catalogue  of  kitchen  vegetables. — ^To  give  a 
eomplete  detail  of  all  the  occupations  and 
exertions  which  took  place  at  this  time^  would 
be  impossible.  There  existed^  for  every  one, 
the  strongest  inducement  to  industry ;  for  it 
evidently  required  great  efforts  to  save  all  con- 
eaned  from  perishing  in  a  desert 

It  is  remarkable^  that  that  terrible  disease^  the 
searscurvy,  which  had  not  appeared  during 
the  voyage^  now  broke  out^  and  continued  for 
some  time  to  aflfect  the  settlement.  Fortunately^ 
ihe  place  was  not  without  wild  celery  and 
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other  esculent  plants  which  are  known  to  be 
efficacious  in  that  malady.  The  dysentery 
also  made  its  appearance^  and  that  with  con- 
siderable violence;  but  for  this  a  powerful 
remedy  was  discovered  on  the  spot,  being  a  red 
gum,  exuded  from  a  large  tree  which  grows  on 
many  parts  of  these  coasts.  It  is  remarkable, 
also,  that  for  this  disease  another  medicine,  but 
of  less  efficacy,  consisting  of  a  yellow  gum,  was 
also  found  here.  This  substance  is  the  produce 
of  a  low  plant  which  throws  out  long  grassy 
leaves  on  every  side,  and  shoots  up  from  its 
centre  a  stem  of  about  fourteen  feet  in  height, 
with  a  head  resembling  in  form,  an  ear  of 
Indian  com.  Of  this  stem  the  natives  fre^ 
quently  make  their  spears  or  lances.  The 
gum  is  not  extracted  from  the  plant  itself,  but 
found  deposited  at  its  root* 


B 


'  "  Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


34 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  King's  Commission  read — Courts  of 
Justice  established. 

It  was  not  till  the  7th  of  Febraary  that  a 
sufficient  interval  of  relaxation  from  necessary 
labour  occurred,  for  the  public  reading  of  His 
Majesty's  commission  for  the  government  of 
the  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its 
Dependendes.^  In  this  instrument  it  was  stated 
to  extend  from  the  northern  cape  or  extremity 
of  the  coast,  called  Cape  York,  in  the  latitude 
of  10^  S7'  south,  to  the  southern  extremity  or 
South  Cape  in  the  latitude  of  43°  3ft',  including 
all  adjaeent  islands  witJiin  those  latitudes;  and 
inland  to  the  westward,  as  far  as  the  135th 
degree  of  east  longitude.  Letters-patent  were 
also  read  for  the  establishment  of  courts  of 
civil  and  criminal  judicature  in  the  territory. 
His  Majesty,  by  the  aiTth  Geo.  III.  cap.  56,  had 
power  to  authorise,  by  his  commission  under 
the  great  seal,  the  governor,  or,  in  his  absence, 
the  lieutenant-governor,  to  convene,  as  occasion 
might  require,  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction, 
which  was.  to  be  a  coui;t  of  record,  and  to 
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coagist  of  the  judge-advocate  and  such  six 
officers  of  the  sea  or  land  service  as  the  governor 
shoidd  nominate  by  precept  issued  under  his 
hand  and  seal.  This  court  was  empowered  to 
inquire  into^  and  punish^  all  crimes  of  what- 
ever nature ;  the  puni^ments  to  be  inflicted 
according  to  the  laws  of  England^  as  nearly  as 
might  be,  considering  and  allowing  for  the 
circumstances  ind  situation  of  the  setdement 
and  its  inhabitants;  the  charge  against  the 
arraigned  person  to  be  reduced  to  writing; 
witnesses  to  be  examined  upon  oath ;  the 
court,  whether  in  capital  or  other  cases,  to  be 
determined  by  the  opinion  of  the  majority;  but 
the  punishment  of  death  not  to  be  inflicted 
until  the  King's  pleasure  should  be  known, 
except  in  cases  where  there  was  a  concurrence 
of  five  members  of  the  court ;  the  provost* 
marshal  to  cause  the  judgment  to  be  executed 
under  the  governor's  warrant. 

The  constitution  of  this  court  had  a  striking 
resemblance  to  that  of  the  military  courts.  It 
was  to  assemble,  not  at  stated  times,  but  occa* 
sionally :  it  was  composed  of  military  ofiicers 
(the  judge-advocate  excepted),  who  were  to 
assemble  as  such,  in  military  habit,  with  the 
usual  indgnia  of  duty,  the  sash  and  the  sword: 
Ihe  examination  of  witnesses  was  to  be  carried 
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on  by  the  members  of  the  court,  as  well  as 
by  the  judge-advocate.     It  was,  however,  in 
other  repects  different  from  those  courts :  the 
judge-advocate  was  the  judge  or  president ;  he 
was  to^frame  and  exhibit  the  charge  against 
the  prisoner ;  to  have  a  vote  in  the  court,  and 
to  be  sworn  lik^  the  members  of  it,  well  and 
truly   to  try  the  cause,   and  give  a  verdict 
according  to  evidence.     Besides  this  court  for 
the  trial  of  criminal  offenders,  a  civil  court  was 
established,  consisting  of  the  judge-advocate 
and  two  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  who 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor ;  which 
court  was  empowered  to  hear  and  determine, 
in  a  summary  way,  all  pleas  of  lands,  houses, 
debts,  contracts,  and  all  personal  pleas  what- 
soever, with  authority  to  summon  the  parties 
upon  complaint  being  made,  to  examine  the 
matter  of  such  complaint  by  the  oaths  of  wit- 
nesses, and  to  issue  warrants  of  execution  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  the  judge-advocate.    From 
this  court  an  appeal  might  be  made  to  the 
govemw,  and  from  him  (where  the  property 
in  dispute  exceeded  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds)  to  the  King  in  council:   but  such 
appeal  must  be  put  in,  if  from  the  civil  court, 
within  eight  days,  and  if  from  the  governor  or 
superior  court,  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
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judgment  pronounced.  To  this  court  was 
likewise  given  authority  to  grant  prohates  of 
wills^  and  administration  of  the  personal  estates 
of  intestate  persons  dying  within  the  settlement. 
A  vice-admiralty  court  was  also  established 
for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  upon  the 
high  seas.  The  governor  had^  besides  that  of 
captain-general^  a  commission  constituting  him 
vice-admiral  of  the  territory,  and  another 
vesting  him  with  authority  to  hold  general 
courts-martial,  and  to  confirm  or  set  aside  the 
sentence.  The  commandant  of  the  detachment 
had  the  usual  power  of  assembling  regimental 
courto-martial. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Norfolk  Island. 

The  governor's  instructions  contained  His 
Majesty's  commands  for  taking  possession  of 
an  uninhabited  island  which  had  been  disco- 
vered by  Captain  Cook,  and  named  by  him, 
Norfolk  Island.  It  was  situated  in  lat.  29° 
south,  and  Ion.  168°  10'  east.  Besides  the 
usual  objects  of  a  colony,  that  which  was  more 
particularly  proposed  in  the  possession  of  this 
island,  was  the  cultivation  of  a  species  of  flax 
of  extraordinary  excellence,  which  it  had  been 
reported  by  Captain  Cook  to  produce  sponta- 
neously in  ^reat  abundance.  He  had  first 
noticed  this  plant  in  New  Zealand,  and  in  his 
account  of  that  country,  he  reports  it  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  hemp  and  flax,  in  a  very 
superior  degree.  ^^  It  is,"  says  he,  "  of  two 
^*  sorts ;  the  leaves  of  both  resemble  those  of 
^^  flags,  but  the  flowers  are  smaller  and  their 
^^  clusters  more  numerous :  in  one  kind  they 
*^  are  yellow,  in  the  other  a  deep  red.  Of  the 
"  leaves  of  these  plants,  with  very  little  prepa- 
^^  ration,  the  natives  make  all  their  common 
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'^  apparel,  and  of  these  they  also  make  their 
*^  strings,  lines,  and  cordage,  for  every  purpose, 
"  which  are  so  much  stronger  than  any  thing 
"  we  can  make  with  hemp,  that  they  will  not 
"  bear  a  comparison.  From  the  same  plant, 
"  by  another  preparation,  they  draw  long 
^^  slender  fibres  that  shine  like  silk,  and  are  as 
"  white  as  snow:  of  these,  which  are  also 
"  surprisingly  strong,  the  finer  cloths  are  made ; 
"  and  of  the  leaves,  without  any  other  prepa- 
**  ration  than  splitting  them  into  proper 
"  breadths,  and  tying  the  strips  together,  they 
"  make  their  fishing  nets,  some  of  which  are 
"  of  an  enormous  size." 

The  command  of  an  expedition  for  the  above 
purpose,  together  with  the  office  of  com- 
mandant of  the  island,  was  given  to  Lieutenant 
King  of  the  Sirius.  The  detachment  under 
him  consisted  of  one  subaltern  officer  and  six 
marines,  a  midshipman  and  surgeon,  besides 
two  men  who  understood  the  cultivation  and 
dressing  of  flax,  with  nine  men  and  six 
women  convicts.  He  sailed  in  the  Supply  on 
the  14th. 

Early  in  this  month  Captain  Hunter  was 
dispatched  with  a  six-oared  boat  and  another 
smaller  one  to  examine  more  accurately  than 
time  had  before  permitted,  the  shores  of  Port 
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Jackson.  In  this  examination  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  find  that  noble  harbour  answer 
the  most  favourable  ideas  conceived  of  it. 
The  soil  around  it  was  indeed  not  uniformly 
good,  but  many  parts,  if  cleared  of  timber, 
were  very  fit  for  cultivation,  particularly 
towards  the  upper  end.  In  his  progress,  he 
met  with  the  natives,  in  bodies  rather  more 
numerous  than  in  the  first  survey. 

A  violent  storm  of  thunder  and  rain  did 
some  damage  about  this  time  at  the  settlement. 
The  lightning  struck  a  tree  under  which  a  shed 
Jiad  been  erected  for  some  sheep,  five  of  which 
were  unluckily  destroyed  by  it. 

The  public  works  at  Sydney  (such  was  the 
name  of  the  encampment  and  projected  town) 
proceeded  with  alacrity.  Amongst  these,  the 
most  urgent  was  one  for  the  preservation  of 
the  stores.  This  was  accordingly  executed  in 
a  rough  manner  so  as  to  answer  its  immediate 
purpose.  An  hospital  was  put  in  hand  soon 
after*  This  building  was  to  be  eighty-four 
feet  by  twenty-three,  and  covered  with  shingles 
made  of  a  kind  of  wood  particularly  well 
adapted  to  that  use.  It  was  divided  into  a 
dispensary,  a  ward  for  the  troops,  and  another 
for  the  convicts.  Barracks  were  also  begun,  and 
carried  on  with  as  much  expedition  as  circum- 
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stances  would  admit.  They  were  to  consist  of 
four  buildings ;  each  building  to  be  sixty- 
seven  feet  by  twenty-two ;  the  whole  to  contain 
four  companies.  They  were  placed  at  conve- 
nient distances  for  the  sake  of  air  and  cleanli- 
ness, with  a  space  in  the  centre  for  a  parade. 
An  observatory  was  begun  upon  the  western 
point  of  the  cove.  A  variety  of  instruments 
had  been  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Longitude, 
which,  with  other  objects,  prdposed  in  a  more 
particular  manner,  the  observation  of  the 
comet  that  was  this  year  to  appear.  The 
latitude  of  this  observatory  was  33^  52'  30" 
south;  the  longitude  from  Greenwich  151® 
19'  30"  east. 

A  sort  of  pine  was  found  which  was  very 
serviceable  for  the  framo-work  of  buildings. 
This  tree,  however,  was  not  in  sufficient 
abundance  for  the  immediate  necessities  of  the 
settlement;  and  the  other  sorts  of  timber  in  the 
neighbourhood  were,  in  general,  too  hard  for 
common  purposes.  The  necessity  also  of  using 
all  wood  in  an  unseasoned  state  proved  a  great 
disadvantage.  The  number,  besides,  of  pro- 
fessed carpenters  was  insufficient  for  the  extent 
of  the  works  carrying  on;  the  ships  frimishing 
but  sixteen,  and  the  convicts  but  twelve. 
Early  in  the  month  of  March  the  governor 
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$et  out  on  an  excursion  to  Broken  Bay.  We 
have  stated  this  inlet  to  be  eighteen  miles  north 
of  Botany  Bay;  but  this  must  be  understood 
in  a  direct  line.  Its  distance  coastwise  is  ten 
leagues;  consequently  about  six  and  a  half 
from  Port  Jackson.  It  had  been  described  by 
Captain  Cook  as  large  and  irregular.  Such^ 
indeed,  it  now  proved.  From  the  imperfect 
examination  which,  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  the  governor  was  enabled  to  give  it,  (his 
entire  absence  from  Sydney  was  but  eight 
days,)  its  probable  extent  appeared  to  be  fiiUy 
equal  to  that  of  Port  Jackson,  but  its  shores 
present  much  fewer  situations  capable  of  culti- 
vation. Nor  were  there,  as  at  Port  Jackson^ 
0cenes  uniting  grandeur  with  beauty.  Abrupt 
precipices,  desolate  rocks,  and  a  frowning 
wilderness,  inspired  nothing  but.  terror  and 
melancholy.  In  exploring  some  of  its  branches^ 
the  party,  from  the  rainy  weather,  and  the  not 
having  provided  all  the  necessaries  for  such  an 
excursion,  suffered  much  inconvenience  and 
hardship. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  the  English  expedition  had  been 
compelled,  by  their  occupations,  to  have  less 
intercourse  ^with  the  French  ships  than  they 
wished.      They,  however,  had  sufficient  to. 
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convince  them  that  the  officers  were  men  of 
ability,  observation,  and  diligence.  They  had 
now  been  a  considerable  time  in  Botany  Bay. 
Amongst  other  works,  during  their  stay,  they 
constructed  two  large  boats  which  they  had 
brought  in  pieces  from  France  :  these  were  to 
replace  two  which  they  had  lost  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America. 

In  the  course  of  a  walk  which  some  of  them 
took'with  Captain  Hunter,  they  pointed  out  to 
him  a  small  mount  upon  the  north  shore  of 
the  bay,  consisting  of  very  perfect  basaltic 
columns. 

M.  de  Clonard,  the  captain  of  the  Astrolabe, 
in  an  excursion,he  made  from  the  ships,  brou^t 
round  some  dispatches  from  M .  de  La  Perouse, 
which  that  officer  requested  the  governor  to 
forward  to  the  French  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  London.  On  the  10th  of  March  they  left 
the  coast  of  New  South  Wales. 

Soon  after  their  departure,  the  grave  of  the 
Abbe  L.  Receveur,  who  died  a  few  weeks 
before  they  sailed,  was  discovered.  He  was 
buried  not  far  from  the  spot  where  their  tents 
had  been  erected,  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  on 
which  were  nailed  two  pieces  of  board  with 
the  following  inscription : 
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HIC  JACET 

L.  RECEVEUR 

EX    F.    F,    MINORIBU9 

GALLIJE  SACERDOS 

PHYSICUS   IN   CIRCUMNAVIGATIONE    MUNDI 

DUCE  D.  DE  LA  PEROUSE 

OBIIT   PIE    17   FEBR.    ANNO 

1788. 

Governor  Phillip,  on  hearing  soon  after  that 
the  boards  had  fallen  down,  caitsed  the  inscrip- 
tion to  be  engraven  on  a  plate  of  copper,  which 
was  put  up  in  place  of  them ;  but  rain,  and  the 
oozing  of  gum  from  the  tree,  soon  rendered  it 
illegible. 

^  Several  transports,  chartered  for  China,  were 
now  clearing^  The  ordnance,  consisting  of 
two  brass  six-pounders,  four  iron  twelve- 
pounders,  and  two  iron  six-pounders,  were 
landed.  A  wharf,  for  the  convenience  of 
landing  stores,  was  begun  under  the  direction 
of  the  surveyor-general.  The  boats  belonging 
to  the  ships  in  the  cove,  were  employed  in 
bringing  up  cabbage^trees  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  main  harbour,  where  they  grew  in  great 
abundance.^  Their  tops  are  highly  esteemed 
as  an  esculent  vegetable,  and  the  wood  wa« 
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found  well  adapted  to  the  erection  of  huts. 
The  roofs  of  these  were  thatched  with  the  leaves 
of  the  gum  plant  A  party  of  convicts  was 
employed  in  making  bricks^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  person  who  understood  t^t  business^ 
at  a  spot  about  a  mile  from  the  settlement^  at 
the  head  of  Long  Cove.  A  site,  was  fixed 
upon  for  the  future  residence  of  the  governor, 
upon  an  eminence  from  which  there  was  a 
beautiful  view  of  the  main  harbour.  The  ^rst 
step,  however,  to  this  undertaking,  was  yet  to 
be  eflfected,  that  of  clearing  the  ground.  The 
main  street  also  was  marked  out.  Although 
the  intended  town  was  still  nearly  a  wilderness, 
yet  an  attention  to  future  convenience  was  not 
neglected,  and  something  of  regularity  was 
attempted  in  th^  distributicxi  of  its  parts. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Blue  Mountains — Governor's  Excursion. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  the  Supply,  after  an 
absence  of  a  month  and  six  days,  returned, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ball,  from 
Norfolk  Island,  with  letters  from  Mr.  King. 
She  had  reached  that  island  on  the  29th,  but 
had  not  landed  her  people  till  the  6th  of  March, 
and  on  the  8th  she  set  sail  on  her  return  to 
Port  Jackson.  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  any  viery  detailed 
information  respecting  it  could  be  given.  It 
appeared,  however,  from  the  report  received, 
that  the  sdil  was  excellent;  that  the  island  was 
almost  wholly  covered  with  trees,  and  a  thick 
underwood;  that  the  pines  growing  there 
were  of  an  enormous  height;  that  for  five  suc- 
cessive days  a  landing  had  been  prevented  by 
a  surf,  which  was  found  to  break  with  violence 
on  a  reef  of  rocks  that  lay  across  the  principal 
bay.  Lieutenant  King  had  named  this  bay, 
Sydney  Bay,  and  had  given  the  names  of 
Phillip  and  Nepean  to  two  small  islands  situ- 
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ated  near  it.     At  the  time  this  ship  left  the 
island^  he  had  not  yet  seen  the  flax  plant. 

To  the  above  information  it  may  not  be 
improper  here  to  add  the  following  particulars : 
— ^Norfolk  Island  is  about  six  miles  in  length, 
and  four  in  breadth,  and  contains  about  four- 
teen thousand  acres.  It  is  much  varied  by  hill 
and  valley.  There  is  a  high  hill  in  the  centre, 
the  haunt  of  innumerable  sea-fowl.  The  island 
is  well  watered;  the  climate  is  salubrious, 
and  for  the  most  part  of  a  delightful  tempera- 
ture, being  generally  jpreserved  from  excessive 
heat  by  the  sea  breezes.  Rain  is  not  unfrequent 
from  February  to  August,  and  falls  in  sudden 
torrents.*  There  i^  a  perpetual  verdure,  but 
that  verdure  is  of  trees  and  shrubs.  There  is  no 
grass  upon  the  island,  but  many  flowers.  Upon 
the  leaves  of  these  various  plants,  however, 
sheep,  hogs,  goats,  and  cattle,  thrive  exceedingly. 
The  winter,  which  may  be  said  to  commence  in 
May  and  end  in  August,  is  very  pleasant.  There 
is  no  frost,  and  cold  is  but  seldom  felt.  Besides 
the  pines  already  mentioned,  it  produces  several 
other  species  of  forest  trees,  and  the  underwood 
is  in  general  so  thick  and  so  bound  together  by 
that  kind  of  creeping  shrub  called  supple-jack, 
interwoven  in  all  directions,  as  to  be  absolutely 
impenetrable.      Amongst    other  productions. 
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are  found  a  kind  of  pepper,  the  cabbage-palm, 
the  banana,  and  the  fern  tree,  the  bark  of 
which  may  be  manufactured  into  rope  and 
twine.  The  flax  plant  grows  chiefly  along  the 
coasts.  The  leaves  of  this  plant,  when  full- 
grown,  are  from  six  to  dight  feet  long,  and  six 
inches  broad  towards  the  bottom ;  each  plant 
contains  seven  leaves,  with  a  woody  stalk 
which  rises  from  the  centre  and  bears  the 
flowers.  The  richness  t>f  the  soil  and  the 
extent  and  density  of  the  woods,  cause  the 
island  to  be  much  infested  by  various  insects, 
caterpillars,  and  worms.  The  coasts  abound 
with  fish,  but  ^re  so  dangerous  as  often  to 
render  fishing  impracticable.  Very  fine  turtle 
are  sometimes  taken  upon  the  shores. 

In  the  direction  of  the  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  distant  from  the  sea  from  forty  to 
sixty  miles,  there  is  a  range  of  mountains 
which  has  received  the  appellation  of  the  Blue 
Mountains.  The  nature  and  practicability  of 
this  barrier  to  the  interior  of  New  Holland,  must 
necessarily  have  soon  become  an  interesting 
object  of  inquiry  to  any  people  settling  upon  the 
coast,  from  most  parts  of  which  it  is  very  visible. 
As  at  the  beginning  of  the  former  month,  the 
governor  had  undertaken  an  expedition  to 
Broken  Bay,  so  he  appropriated  the  commence- 
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inentt)f  this  to  an  attempt  to  penetrate  to  these, 
mountains^  with  the  further  view  also  of  disco- 
vering any  river  that  might  exist  in  the  inter- 
mediate space.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan^  he 
passed  through  a  considerable  extent  of  forest^ 
consisting  of  very  noble  timber,  and  for  the 
most  part  unobstructed  by  underwood.  He 
attained,  however,  neither  his  object  of  reaching 
the  mountains,  nor  of  discovering  a  river; 
but  havii^  gained  the  summit  of  a  beautiful 
eminence,  from  which  he  had  some  fine  Views 
af  the  country,  and  not  imagining  either  from 
the  state  of  his  provisions,  or  the  weather,  or 
his  ability  to  encounter  any  more  fatigue  at 
that  time,  that  he  could  extend  his  walk  much 
further,  and  considering  the  hill  above-men- 
tioned, to  which  he  gave  the.  name  of  Belle 
Vue,as  in  a  great  degree  rewarding  his  efforts, 
he  returned  to  the  settlement,. 

Whatever  else  may  be  the  theme  of  our 
narrative,  the  necessary  and .  more  homely 
ccmsiderations  of  subsistence  and  shelter  at 
Sydney,  naturally  call  back  our  attention 
to  them.  The  works  there  were  carried  oh 
with  imremitting  exertion.  A  residence,  as 
convenient  as  circumstances  would  allow,  was 
constructed  for  the  use  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  one  face  of  whjich  was  in  the  principal 
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street  already  marked  out  A  wooden  building, 
covered  in  with  reeds  and  intended  for  a  store- 
house^ was  for  the  present,  of  necessity,  made 
tise  of  for  the  performance  of  divine  worship. 
A  farm  upon  the  banks  of  a  neighbouring 
cove,  had  been  carried  on  with  the  greatest 
industry,  but  the  soil  was  far  from  encouraging, 
and  at  this  time  a  distressing  circtunstance 
occurred  there;  five  ewes  and  a  lamb  were 
killed  by  the  wild  native  dogs.  This  ferocious 
animal  may  be  not  improperly  considered  as  a 
kind  of  jacka].  It  admits  of  being  tamed  to  a 
certain  degree,  and  is  often  observed  to  attend 
the  natives;  but  it  never  wholly  lays  aside  its 
savage  character.  In  its  wild  state  it  has  been 
found  very  destructive  of  sheep,  goats,  pigs, 
poultry,  and  every  domestic  animal  but  the 
larger  sorts.  It  often  hunts  the  kaiigaroo. 
>  A  good  bricklayer  having  been  found 
amongst  the  convicts,  a  numbar  of  labourers 
were  put  under  his  direction,  and  many  small 
brick  houses,  or  rather  huts,  were  constructed 
with  great  expedition.  The  governor  still 
inhabited  his  canvass  house.  A  set  of  labourers 
were  employed,  under  a  mason,  upon  a  small 
stone  building,  intended  as  a  more  comfortable 
though  temporary  residence  for  him. 

No  chalk  or  limestone  had  as  yet  b^n 
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disQoverod,  lime  wm  still  however  obtainable. 
The  coMt  produoed  many  sorta  of  #hell-fisb| 
paitieijli^rly  oyst^rs^  which  the  natives  were  in 
the  constant;  habit  of  procuring  for  subsistence. 
Near  the  mouths  of  the  numerous  caverns  in 
which  they  at  times  tooH  refuge^  heaps  or 
mouxicls  of  these  ihells  w^re  often  discovered^ 
which  had  perhaps  been  the  gradual  accumu^ 
lation  of  ages.  These  depomt^  together  with 
the  shellfish  collected  by  the  colonists,  produced 
more  lime  than  could  tmve  been  expected  ffom 
such  a  resourccr  In  some  instances  clay  was 
used  as  a  substitute  for  it 

In  the  month  of  May>  the  entire  live  ^tpck 
of  the  colony,  public  and  private,  was  found  to 
consist  of 

2  Bulls,  74  Pigs, 

5  Cows,  5  Rabbits, 

1  Horse,  18  Turkeys, 

3  Mm«9,  .  S9  Geese, 
^  Colts,  35  Ducks, 

£9  Sheep,  210  Fowls. 

19  Goats, 

In  the  caosuing  mouthy  an  acddent  occurred^ 
Uie  importance  of  which  can  only  be  estimated 
from  the  situation  of  en  infant  colony*  Two 
bulls  and  fimr  cows,  from^tbe  carelessness  of 
the  herdspian,  were  lost  in  the  wood^,  and  the 
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most  diligent  search  to  recover  them  proved 
ineffectual.  It  will,  however,  be  seen  hereafter, 
that  whatever  was  the  immediate  distress  or 
inconvenience  attending  it,  the  circumstance 
proved  in  the  end  a  most  fortunate  event  for 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  settlement. 

The  summer  months  in  England  are  pre- 
cisely the  winter  months  of  New  South  Wales. 
The  coolness  of  the  weather  at  this  time,  was 
observed  to  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  fish  usually  taken.  The  natives,  of 
whom  it  was  the  principal  food,  appeared  in 
many  instances  to  suffer  to  an  extreme  degree. 
An  old  man,  belonging  to  them,  was  found 
on  the  beach  of  one  of  the  coves,  nearly 
famished.  Those  of  them  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  assist  in  hauling  the  seine,  had 
iisually  been  content  to  wait  for  such  share  as 
the  person  who  had  the  direction  of  the  boat 
thought  proper  to  give  them,  in  return  for  tlieir 
assistance.  Their  wants,  however,  now  im- 
pelled them  to  an  act  of  violence,  A  party  of 
them,  being  present  at  a  very  successful  haul, 
took  forcible  possession  of  exactly  half  the  fish ; 
but  lest  this  arrangement  should  not  appear  to 
others  as  equitable  as  to  tliem,  they  took  the 
precaution  to  station  in  their  rear  several  of 
their  countrymen  with  spears  poised,  in  readi- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1788.]  NKW  SOUTH  WALEi.  53 

ness  to  throw^  if  any  resistance  should  be  made. 
The  argument  was  too  powerful  for  immediate 
opposition,  but  orders  were  given  that  a  petty 
officer  should  always,  in  future,  accompany  the 
fishing  boats  down  the  harbour. 

The  success  of  the  governor's  game^killers, 
though  of  less  public  moment  than  that  of  the 
fishers,  was  at  least  equally  gratifying  to  the 
curiosity  of  the  new  comers.  A  bird  of  the 
ostrich  genus,  but  of  a  species  very  different 
from  any  other  in  the  known  world,  was  killed 
and  brought  in.  Its  length  was  between  seven 
and  eight  feet ;  its  flesh  was  good  and  thought 
to  resemble  beef.  It  has  obtained  the  name  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Emu.  An  incredible 
variety  of  birds,  of  the  most  splendidly  beautilul 
plumage,  were  found  here.  If  the  melody  of 
the  groves  was  wanting  to  the  ear,  a  profuse 
compensation  was  made  to  the  eye.  The 
kangaroo  was  frequently  shot  The  form  of 
this  animal  is,  perhaps,  now  too  generally 
known  to  need  any  description  here.  Its 
disproportionately  short  fore-legs,  the  powerful 
spring  in  i^s  tail,  which  aids.it  to  make  its  way 
with  great  rapidity  by  successive  leaps,  and 
niany  of  its  other  peculiarities,  distinguish  it 
very  remarkably  from  the  animal  productions 
of  any  other  part  of  the  world.     Its  size  is 
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considerable.  It  is  often  much  more  than  a 
hundred  weight.  Its  flesh  is  good,  though 
nearly  destitute  of  fat,  and  may^be  compared 
to  that  of  the  animal  called  chevreuil  upon  tht 
continent  of  Europe. 

Nature  may  be  said  to  have  in  this  country 
indulged  in  whim.  She  sometimes  mimicks 
herself  in  giving  to  smaller  animals,  such  as  the 
native  rat,  the  general  form  and  characteristics 
of  the  kangaroo ;  she  gives  to  a  great  variety 
of  species,  the  false  belly  of  that  animal ;  in 
numerous  instances,  animals  were  discovered 
which  might  at  first  sight  be  considered  as 
monstrous  productions,  such  as  aii  aquatic 
quadruped,  about  the  size  of  a  rabbity  with  the 
eyes,  colour,  and  skin  of  a  mole,  and  the  bill 
and  web-feet  of  a  duck,  a  parrot  with  the 
slender  legs  of  a  sea-gull,  a  skate  with  a  head 
like  that  of  a  shark. — ^The  whole  animal  crea- 
tion appeared  to  be  diflferent  from  that  of  every 
other  region:  nor  less  so  the  vegetable  J  every 
tree  and  shrub,  perhaps  without  exception,  was 
of  a  species  peculiar  to  the  soil,  and  another 
Flora  difiused  an  endless  variety  of  unknown 
tints  and  forms. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Sitim  dispcUehed  to  ^  Cape, 

Xhe  govemot^  after  paying  the  usual  honours 
to  his  Majesty's  birthrikty,  entertained  a  nurne* 
Tous  company  at  dinn^ ;  on  which  occasion 
the  name  and  boundaries  of  the  first  comity  in 
his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales, 
were  fixed.  It  was  named  Cumberland*  Its 
limits  northward^  were  to  extend  to  the 
nOTthemmost  point  of  Broken  Bay,  southward 
to  yie  southernmost  point  of  Botany  Bay,  and 
westward  to  the  mountains. 

The  Alexander,  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
Friendship  transports,  .^th  the  Borrowdale 
store-e^p,  having  completed  their  prepiarations 
tx  sea,  now  sailed  tog^lier  for  Europe.  Only 
two  transports  raxiained  of  the  fleet  that  had 
come  out  from  England,  and  preparations  were 
mating  for  clearmg^  and  discharging  these  from 
government  service. 

The  following  report  was  at  thfe  time  made 
by  the  principal  sui^eoii,  of  the  etaite  of  the 
sick  in  the  settlement :  the  number  of  marines 
under  medical  treatment,  thirty-^x;  number 
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of  convicts,  sixty-sixy  convicts  unfit  for  labour, 
from  old  age  and  infirmities,  fifty-two* 

It  was  time  pow:  tQ  Attend  to  the  necessities 
of  the  colony  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  accordingly, 
the  Supply  was  dispatched  for  It  on  the  20th 
of  June,  with  provisions  and  stores.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  22nd,  there  was  a  slight  shodk 
of  an  earthquake  which  lasted  a  few  seconds, 
and  was  dccompanied  with  a  noise  like  the 
distant  report  of  cannon. 
,  In  the  evening  of  the  27th,  two  convicts 
came  in,  one  of  whom  had  been  wounded  by 
the  natives  with  a  lance.  They  had  been  out 
in  order  to  gather  such  esculent  plants  as  the 
country  afibrded^  apd  had  wandered  through 
the  woods  and  heaths,,  nearly  as  far  as  Botany 
Bay.  They  represented  the  assault  as  impro- . 
voked ;  and  this  the  circumstances  of  this  ciase 
rendered  very  probable.  It  was,  however, 
generally  found,  on  such  Occasions,  that  some 
injury,  real  or  imaginary,  had  been  received  by 
the  natives  from  some  of  the  colonists ;  and 
it  is  the  temper  of  savages  to  direct  their 
resentment,  with  equal  violence,  against  the 
whole  body  or  description  of  people,  to 
which  the:  individual  that  has  offended  them 
belongs* 

It  had,  from  the  first,  been  an  object  with 
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tbegwemoTt,  ttftaducff  some  <>f  the  natives  to 
live  at  Sydney.  He  thought  that  namy,  adir^e* 
tag68' might  result  froni  such,  an  intercourse^ 
particulady  from  the  means  it  woidd  afford  of 
interpreting  to  them  the  friendly  disposition  of 
the  colonists  towards  them^  and  of  preventing 
their  attributing  to  them  generally,  the  injuries 
they  might  receive  fi-om  individuals.  He  had 
used  every  method,  he  could  devise  to  elfect 
Iiis  purpose,  whether  by  supplying  the  cravings 
of  their  natural  wants,  or  by  suggesting  to 
them  artificial  ones.  It  had,  however,  been 
observed  with  regret,  that  except  at  the  hauling 
of  the  seine,  an  operation  which  was  alwaysun 
irresistible  attraction  to  them,  they  had  become 
extremely  shy.  They  seemed  particularly  to 
avoid, the  town,  or  what  indeed  might  still  be 
witk  more  propriety  called  the  encampment 
They  had  certainly  received  frequent  injmies 
from  the  convicts^  and  several  of  the.  saibrs, 
when  about  to  leave  the  coast,  had  purloined 
their  arms,  fidiing-tackle,  and  other  things  that 
bebiiged  to  them,  and  which  their  habitual 
confidence  amongst  themselves  made  them 
careless  of.  ,  The  only  instance,  that!  had  for 
soma  time  occurred,  of  a  visit  fi^om  them  at 
Sydney,  was  about  this  time,  when  two  of  them 
strolled  in  and  made  a  diort  stay,  during  which 
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they  were  treated  with  great  kindness,  and 
eadi  presented  with  a  hatchet,  with  whidi  ime 
of  thao>  to  sl^w  that  he  understood  the  use  of 
My  shaped  a  piece  of  wood  to  a  point  They 
seemed  pleased  with  all  they  saw^  and  grateM 
for  ^e  treatment  they  received.  The  gcrvemor 
fcAmd^  however,  that  nothing  he  could  do 
towards  conciliating  these  people  had 'more 
than  a  mcnnentary  effect  upon  them^  and 
though  he  did  not  chuse  to  take  advantage  of 
their  confidence  in  this  instance,  yet  the  neces* 
sity  of  itting  force,  in  order  to  accomplish  his 
oiyect,appeared  unavoidable.  He  accordingly 
difpatehi^  lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Supply  and 
lieutenant  Gteorge  Johnston  of  the  marines, 
with  two  boats  down  the  main  harbour,  in 
eider  to  seouwe  one  or  more.  They  landed  at 
a  (dace  where  a  small  assemblage  of  thetn  was 
peroeived  near  the  skirt  ^of  a  wood,  and  while 
000  ai  ik»nif  who  was  so  far  disposed  to  confi- 
dence as  to  Approeic^  and  accost  the  officers, 
was  in  tiie  act  of  talking  to  them,  a  seaman, 
wiKi  hnd  imeived  orders  £3rtkLt  purpose,  threw 
a  ffope  round  fait  nodk.  and  pulkd  him  to  the 
boat  His  tnc^re  cautious  fiiends,  alaraied  by 
his  .dies,  now  advanced  and  threw  several 
iasioes,  but  without  eiect.  Th6  boats  pushed 
0ff  witib  dieir  prisone". 
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To  the  iflen  of  civilization  tK)w4evolved  tli* 
task  of  adminidteritig  consolation  to  a  human 
beings  under  the  pressure  of  an  evil  of  tkeit 
inflicting,  and  which  pei)iaps  may  have 
appeared  to  kimy  the  most  dreadful  that  could 
befal  a  man.  In  one  moment,  all  his  social 
ties  and  habits  had  been  rent;  he  was  in  the 
power  of  those  from  whom  he  had  already 
experienced  violence  and  treachery;  and  what 
might  be  the  gloomy  apprehensions  of  an 
uninformed  savage,  or  indeed  of  a  philoso- 
pher, in  such  a  situaticm,  may  be  difficult 
to  imagine.  Nothing,  however,  was  left 
undone  to  tranquillize  him.  These  effi>rts,  to  a 
considerable  degree,  succeeded;  and  by  the 
time  he  vras  presented  to  the  governor,  he  had 
recovered  a  good  deal  of  thtft  chearfulness  and 
confidence,  which  appeared  to  be  his  natural 
character. 

His  name,  as  he  himself  soon  distinctly 
announced,  was  Arabanoo.  He  seemed  to  b^ 
about  thirty  years  of  age :  he  had  an  open  coun- 
tenance, much  vivacity,  and  a  greater  desire  to 
obtain  knowledge  than  u&ually  fklls  to  the  lot 
of  a  savage,  together  viith  an  eagerness,  aided 
by  a  voluble  elocution,  to  commwiica;te  his 
own  idean.  Nature  had  certainly  >rery  particu^ 
larly  &voured  him  above  the  generality  of  his 
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coipitiryiiien.  He  was  now  treated  with  dis- 
tinguished kindness.  He  soon  became  recon- 
ciled to.  clothes,  and  made  some  progress 
toward3  civilized  manners  and  habits.  ^^  I 
"  have  seen  him,"  says  Captain  Hmiter, 
sitting,  with  much  decorum,  at  tea  at  the 
governor's,  and  managing  his  cup  and 
saucer  witli  perfect  ease."  Shackles  were 
indeed  for  some  time  thought  necessary;  He 
was  told  that  these  were  meant  as  ornaments 
and  honourable  distinctions  (bangaUy).  But 
these  courtly  doctrines  did  not  satisfy  him,  and 
it  was  suspected  that  he  meant  to  withdraw 
from  such  inconvenient  honours  on  the  first 
opportunity.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  he 
was  at  length  sincerely  reconciled  to  the 
change*  He  was,  in  consequence,  ]eft  at 
complete  liberty>  and  never  made  any  attempt 
to  escape. 

In  the  beginning  of  August,  very  heavy 
rains  caused  all  work  to  be  suspended;  but 
they  were  succeeded  by  delightfiil  weather. 
The  quantity  of  fish  taken  was  not  inconsider- 
able ;  it  often  amounted  to  a  day's  provision 
for  two  hundred  persons ;  sometimes,  though 
Seldom,  it  greatly  exceeded  that  quantity. 
Three  sting-rays,  of  an  enormous  size;  were 
taken  about  this  time;  the  two  largest  weighed 
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each  three  hundred  pounds^  a  fact  which  the 
respectable  testimony  of  Colonel  Collins  secures 
from  the  suspicion  of  exaggeration.  They 
were  found  eatable^  and  w»e  entirely  cour 
sumed  as  food  by  the  convicts  and  lower  classes 
of  people. 

.  On  the  26th,  the  Supply  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island,  after  an  absence  of  five  weeks 
and  two  days,  bringing  very  favourable  ac- 
counts of  the  climate  and  of  the  progress  of  the 
several  crops.  The  flax  plant  had  been  found 
in  abundance,  but  the  proper  means  of  dressing 
it  had  not  yet  been  discovered.  A  small  kind 
of  plantain  had  also  been  found  there.  It  was* 
now  confirmed  that  the  landing  was  most  dan-* 
gerous.  A  few  days  before  the  Supply  left  the 
island,  a  boat,  with  Mr.  Cunningham,  mid* 
shipman,  and  three  other  persons,  was  lost  upon 
the  reef. 

At  Sydney  two  boats,  one  of  eight  and 
another  of  sixteen  oars,  which  had  beenbrbughjt 
from  England  in  pieces,  for  the  use  of  the 
settleinent,  were  now  put  together  by  the  car- 
penter of  the  Supply;  but  the  want  of  a 
schooner  or  two,  of  thirty  or  forty  tons  burden, 
to  be  employed  in  surveying  the  coast,  was 
much  felt. 

Notwithstafkiing  the  prospect  of  supplies 
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from  England^  and  just  confidence  in  the  care 
of  goverament  at  home»  it  would  have  been 
difficult,  even  for  a  man  of  less  prudence  than 
the  governor^  not  to  feel  some  uneasiness  upon 
contemplating  the  reduced  state  of  the  provi- 
sions at  this  time  in  store,  and  the  extreme 
inadequacy  of  any  resources  v^^hich  the  colony 
itself  could  afford  in  case  of  distress.  It  was 
judged  necessary  therefore  as  a  precautionary 
measure^  to  prepare  the  Sirius  for  a  voyage  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  order  to  procure 
grain  and  flour.  That  I^er  stowage  might  be 
the  greater,  she  landed  eight  of  her  guns,as  also 
a  quantity  of  stores,  which  till  now  there  had 
been  no  means  of  conveniently  receiving  on 
shore.  She  was  not,  however,  completely 
ready  till  the  2nd  of  October,  on  which  day 
she  set  sail  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Hunter.  Her  return  was  not  expected  in  less 
than  six  months.  Immediately  on  her  depar- 
ture, a  pound  of  flour  was  deducted  from  the 
weekly  public  ration. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  Sydney  Cove, 
was  not  to  be  reckoned  the  fertility  of  its  banks. 
The  soil  about  it  was  in  general  sandy,  and  by 
no  means  suitable  to  the  sort  of  cultivation 
which  the  wants  of  an  infant  colony  demanded. 
The  jiovemor,  therefore,  thougbA  it  advisable 
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again  to  examine  Port  Jackson^  with  a  view 
to  a  second  settlement^  that  might  possess  a 
more  genial  soiL  This  he  immediately  exe- 
Guted^  and  made  choice  of  a  situation  near  a 
stream  which  entersr  the  upper  extremity  of 
the  harbour^  at  the  distance  of  about  sixteen 
miles  from  Sydney.  It  was  a  moderate  eleva- 
tion, the  soil  a  rich  clay,  free  from  stoiies/ 
covered  with  trees  at  considerable  distances, 
and  without  underwood.  To  this  spot  he 
removed  about  eighty  persons  from  Sydney, 
arid  gave  it  the  name  of  Rose  HilK  One 
advantage  that  presented  itself  with  respect  to 
tiiiis  settlement,  was  its  admitting  of  a  commu*- 
nication  with  Sydney  by  water.  For  the 
purpose  of  such  an  intercourse,  Ct  hoy  of 
ten  tons  was  constructed,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Reid,  the  carpenter  of  the  Supply,  of 
the  native  timber ;  and  this  intercourse  was 
ever  afterwards  regularly  kept  up  between  the 
two  settlements. 

The  labours  of  the  year  ended  with  a  truly 
English  observance  of  Christmas  Day.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Johnson  pronounced  an  excel* 
lent  moral  discourse  inculcatiii|^  universal 
benevolence,  and  a  large  company  forgot  ihm 
cares  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  harmless  festivity 
at  the  governor's  table. 
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CHAPTER  IX; 

Hostility  toith  the  Nativies.  * 

The  cove  uow,:  for  tJie  first  time,  presented 
the  appearance  of  total  desqrtiou,  being  without 
a  single  remaining  ship,  a  circumstance  that 
gave  rise  to  reflections  in  no  small  degree 
disinal,:  when  the  state  of  the  provisions  and 
remoteness  of  the  settlement  were  considered. 
New  matter  of  hostility  with  the  natives 
unfortunately  arose  at  this  time.  A  plant, 
which  had  received  the  name  of  sweet  tea^  was 
found  in  considerable  quantities  about  Sydney, 
at  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony ;  but  the 
great  demand  for  it,  as  it  was  not  only  palatable 
but  esteemed  medicinal,  now  made  it  necessary 
to  seek  it  at  a  greater  distance.  A  convict, 
belonging  to  the  brickmaker's  party,  having 
gone  in  search  of  it,  and  not  returning,  was 
U^ought  to  haye  been. killed  by  the  natives. 
Sixteen  others,  his  fellow-labourers,  determined 
to  revenge  |ps  supposed  death,  and,  providing 
tfa/emselves  with  stakes,  set  out  with  the  inteuT 
tion  of  attacking  whatever  natives  they  could 
find.     The  result  of  their  expeditipaadded  one 
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to  the  many  instanced  that  have  occurred,  of 
the  danger  of  despising  an  enemy.  A  battle 
took  place  with  a  party  of  savages,  in  which 
this  self-created  police  were  forced  to  retreat 
with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and  six  wounded. 
The  whole  affair  being  a  violation  of  the 
governor's  express  orders,  he  next  day  sen- 
tenced those  who  had  escaped,  to  receive  one 
hundred  and  fifty  lashes  each,  and  to  wear  a 
fetter  for  a  year,  and  the  wounded  to  receive 
the  same  punishment  as  soon  as  they  should 
recover.  The  same  day,  two  armed  parties 
were  sent  out,  one  towards  Botany  Bay,  and 
the  other  in  a  difierent  direction,  that  the 
natives  might  not  think  the  colonists  inti- 
midated. 

Soon  after  this,  six  soldiers  were  executed 
for  the  unpardonable  crime  of  procuring  false 
keys  to  the  stores,  and  committing  frequent 
robberies  upon  them,  while  on  guard.  The 
circumstance  of  one  of  them  being  unable,  at 
the  approach  of  the  patrole,  to  withdraw  a  key 
that  was  embarrassed  in  the  wards  of  the  lock^ 
led  to  the  discovery,  as  the  locks  were  on  each 
round  carefully  examined. 

The^  governor,  thinking  it  probable  that 
foreign  ships  might  often  visit  Port  Jackson 
to  wood  -and  Water,x  gave  orders  to  have  a 
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particukur  bay  sunreyed^  with  a  view  to  their 
separate  accommodatiaD.  This  was  accordingly 
done,  and  a  neighbouring  cove^  which  has 
since  obtained  the  name  of  Neutral  Cove, 
having  been  founds  from  its  depth  of  water  and 
other  circumstances^  wedl  ad^^pted  to  the  end 
proposed,  it  was  inserted  in  the  port'  orders 
that  all  foreign  ships  coming  in  should  anchor 
there. 

It  appeared  at  this  time^  that  a  great  mor- 
tality prevailed  amongst  the  natives.  Numbers 
of  dead  bodies  were  found  along  the  sliores 
and  in  the  caves.  The  cause  remained 
imknovm  till  two  old  men,  with  a  boy  and  a 
girl,  were  brought  up  to  the  town,  and  the 
disorder  pronounced  to  be  the  small-pox.  They 
were  placed  in  a  separate  hut  at  the  hospital. 
The  men  died,  but  the  childreh  recovered. 
The  boy  was  placed  with  Mr.  White  the 
surgeon,  and  the  girl  with  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Johnson.  But  a  circumstance  that  produced 
universal  regret,  was  the  death  of  Arabanoo, 
who  soon  after  died  of  the  same  disorder. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  about  five  in  the  evenuig^^ 
after  an  absence  of  seven  nfontbs  and  six  days, 
and  to  the  great  satk&ctibn  of  every  one,  the 
Sirius  anchored  in  the  cove  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    She  appeared  to  have  suffered 
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greatly  from  the  weather  she  had  met  with. 
The  figure  at  the  head  of  the  ship  was  torn 
from  the  cutwater^  and  she  was  found  to  be 
ixx  other  respects  much  damaged.  Her  course 
outwards  had  been  fay  New  Zealand  and  Cape 
Horn,  and  her  return  by  Van  Dieman's  Land. 
In  the  former  part  of  this  voyage  there  had 
been  much  risk  from  numerous  islands  of  ice, 
and  in  the  latter  she  had  encountered  a  storm 
off  Tasman's  Head,  in  which  her  situation,  in 
the  opinion  of  her  able  commander,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  perilous,  and  her  escape,  as 
expressed  in  his  journal,  demonstratively  attri^^ 
butable  to  the  interposition  of  a  particular 
providence; 

The  Sirius  brought  a  supply  of  a  hundred 
and  twentytseven  thousand  weight  of  flour, 
which  was  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  colony 
at  the  full  ration  for  four  months.  The 
inevitable  consequences  that  would  have  ensued 
from  a  feilure  of  this  supply,  had  such  a  mis- 
fortune taken  place,  will  be  seen  hereafter. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Examination  of  Broken  Bay. 

Persons  accustomed  only  to  civilized,  inha? 
bited  countries,  are  not  able  easily  to  con- 
ceive the  horrors  which  attend  the  being  lost 
in  such  a  country  as  New  South  Wales.  To 
miss  his  way,  even  in  the  wildest  portion  of 
his  native  land,  can  hardly,  to  an  European,  be 
more  than  a  nominal  evil:  the  sportsman  with 
his  gun,  the  contemplative  man  in  his  solitary 
walks,  is  overtaken  by  night  in  some  unknown 
part;  but  many  hours  can  scarcely  elapse 
before  the  ^^  rush  taper  from  the' wicker  hole  of 
^^  some  clay  habitation,''  or  else  the  *^  village 
*^  cock,"  or  *^  whistle  from  the  lodge,*'  relieves 
him  from  his  transient  suffering;  his  adven- 
ture is  recollected  next  day  without  pain, 
or  perhaps  numbered  with  past  enjoyments. 
Very  different  is  the  situation  of  the  unhappy 
human  being  who  has  wandered  beyond  the 
protecfion  of  society,  in  a  savage  wilderness, 
Svhere  he  finds  himself  beset  with  misery  and 
death  in  all  their  most  ghastly,  forms,  with 
perhaps  but  a  very  small,  if  any,  chance  of  relief. 
"  It  is  certain,''  says  Colonel  Collins,  ^^  that  if 
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^^  destroyed  by  no  other  means/insanity  would 
"  accelerate  the  miserable  end  that  must 
^^  ensue."  The  very  incautious .  manner  in 
which  numbers  of  persons  in  New  South 
Wales,  run  the  risk  of  a  situation  so  terrifying 
even  to  imagine,  has  been  a  subject  of  remark. 
One  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the 
month  of  May  this  year.  Two  soldiers  of 
the  detachment  doing  duty  at  Rose  Hill,  left 
that  settlement  together  in  search  of  the  sweet 
tea  plant,  and  with  the  intention  no  doubt  of 
a  very  short  absence;  but  these  men  were 
never  more  heard  of,  and  must  of  course  have 
miserably  perished.  It  is  probable,  that  being 
unable  to  find  their  w^ay  home,  they  died  for 
want  of  sustenance;  perhaps  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  place  they  must  have  so 
anxiously  sought.  A  dog  that  left  the  settle- 
ment with  them,  reached  it  nine  days  after- 
wards almost  famished. 

The  governor  was  now  preparing  for  a 
second  excursion  to  Broken  Bay,  his  former 
one  having  been  short  and  unsatisfacloiy.  On 
the  6th  of  June  he  accordingly  set  out,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Hunter,  Captain  Collins*", 


8    in" 


*  Judge-arfvbcatc ;  afterwards  Lieulehant^olonel. 
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Ciiptain  J(4inst(Hi  of  the  marines^  Mr,  White, 
principal  surgeon  of  the  settlement^  Mr^Worgan, 
Mr.  Fowell|  and  some  attendants.  Having 
crossed  Port  Jackson  harbour^  they  landed  on 
the  opposite  shore,  and  proceeded  for  some 
time  by  a  difficult  and  .fatigning  route,  partly 
along  the  beach  and  partly  through  woods  and 
along  paths  which  had  been  practised  by  the 
nativeSj  till  they  arrived  at  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  bay^  Here  they  found  their  boats^ 
which  thpy  h^d  sent  round  to  meet  them  with 
provisions,  tents,  and  other  necessaries,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  their  purposed  exa* 
mination  of  these  shores. 

Objects  take  their  moiral  colour  from  circum-? 
stances.  Scenes,  which,  on  the  former  occa-r" 
aipn,  when  bad  weather  and  real  hardships 
were  superadded  to  the  indisposition  of  some 
of  the  party,  had  been  termed  by  them  gloomy 
and  terrific,  now  seemed  romantic  andBuUimie. 
They  pitched  their  tents  on  a  small  island, 
which,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  delicious  fish 
with  which  its  sh<H*6s  supplied  them  in  great 
abundance,  they  named  Mullet  Island;  and 
from  thence  they  made  their  survey  and  ^xcur-? 
sions  on  every  side.  It  was  observed  in  these 
parts,  that  the  natives  derived  some  of  their 
subidstenc^  fron^  4  smil]  wild  yapi;  as  the 
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Murth  appeared  mncdi  rooted  vkp  in  many  places 
where  it  was  found  to  grow.  Terrible  proofs 
almost  every  where  occurred  of  the  ravages  of 
the  small -pox.  The  following  passage  of 
Captain  Himter^s  journal^  so  creditable  to  his 
humane  feelings  as  well  as  those  of  the  other 
gantkmen,  is  too  interesting  to  be  omitted; 
'^  &i  the  cMBfse  of  the  little  excursians  of  our 
^^  boats'  cfews  this  afternoon^  a  native  woman 
^  was  discovered,  conoealing  herself  from  our 
^^  sight  in  the  long  grasB>  whieh  was  at  this 
^^  time  \aj  W9t^  and  I  should  have  thoi^ht 
^  iierynneotn£MrtBble  to  apocNT  inked  cTMture. 
^^  She;  had  before;  the  arrival  <tf  tfMnf  boala  at 
^^  the  boBcfay  been  with  some  df  her  friends^ 
^^  empk>yad  in  fishing  for  their  daily  food^  but 
^  they  were  alarmed  vpon  tbek  approach  and 
^^  had  ail  made  their  escape,  except  this 
^^  miseraUegkl,  who  had  just  recorvered  from 
^^  the  smail^pQX  asod  was  "very  weak^  and 
^^  miable, imm  a  swdiing  in  one  of  faerknees 
^^  to  get  off  to  any  diataace ;  she  therefore 
^^  ctejptoWy  and  concealed  hen^  in  the. best 
^'  mamier  she  could  among  the  grasa^ Miot 
tw^enty  ysurds  from  the  spot  on  which  we 
had  placed  our  tents.  She  was.  discovered 
by  some  pltrson  who  liad  fiNred  at  and  diet  a 
havrk  riglit  owr  her,  whidi  tetrafied  her  so 
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*^  much  thai  she  cried  out  ahd  discovered 
"  herself.  Infomiation  was  iimnedialely 
*^  brought  to  the  governor,  and  we  all  waat  to 
*^  see  this  unhappy  girl,  whom  we  found,  as  I 
^^  have  already  observed,  just  recovered  from 
^'  the  43mall-pox,  and  lame. .  She  appeared  to 
"  be  about  seve^teep  or  eighteen  ygars  of  agei 
*^  and  had  covered  her  liebilitated  and  naked 
*^  faody  with  the  wet  grass,  having  no  other 
^^  means  of  hiding  herself.  She  was  very 
^f  much  frightened  on  our  approaching  her, 
^5  and  ^hed  many  tears  with  piteous  lamaita- 
^f  tions.  We  understood  none  of  her  expres- 
^i  dcms,  but  £dt'.much  concern  at  the:  distress 
,*^  she  filmed  to  suffer.  We  endeavotired  all 
*^  in  our  power  to  make  her  easy,  and  with  the 
«  assistance. of  a. few  expressions  which  had 
^5  been  coUected  from  poor  Arabauoo  while  he 
.1:^  .Was  alive,  we  s(K)thed  hei[  distress  a  little, 
*^:anfl  the  sailors  were  immediately  ordered  to 
^: bring  up  some  fire,  which  we:placed  before 
If  her.  Wb  pulled  some  grass,  dried  it  by  the 
^1  fire, .  and  spread  it  round  her  to  keep  her 
>^.  wpxm..  We  then  shot  some  birds,  audi  as 
^^.  hawksy  CFows,  and  gulls,  skinned  them,  and 
f^  laid  them  on  the  fire  to  broil,  together  with 
♦'  some  fish,  which  she  eat;  we  thea  gave  her 
wpter,  of  which  sh^  seemed  to  be  much  in 
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'^  want^  for  when  the  word  bdado  was  men-* 
'^  ti<»ied;  which  ?was  thdir  expressioa  for  watery 
^^  Ae  put  her  tnhgue^out  to  shewliow  very  dry 
"  her  mouth  wais;  and  indeed  from  its  appear- 
^^  ance  and  colour  she  had  a  considerable 
^^  degree  of  fever  on  her.     Before  We  r^ired  to 
^  rest  for  the  nighty  we  saw  her  again  and  goi 
*^  some  fire-wood  laid  within .  her  reach,  with 
^^  which  she  might  in  the  course  of  the  night 
*^  recruitherfoe;  Wealsocutalargequantityof 
^V  grass,  (hied  it,  cojyiered'her  uprand  left  her 
^^  to  her  repose,  which,  (from  her  i^ituation,  I 
^^  ooojecture  was    toot  viary  corafortahle  or 
*^  xdfirtehihg. :  Jtitxi  morning  We  visited  -  her 
"  again ;  she  bad-  how  got  pretty  much  thfc 
'^  better  ofi  her  feaia^  and  irequen%  called  I0 
^  hef  friends  who  had  left  her,  and  wbo,  we 
'^  knew,  could  be  at  ^no  great  distance  ftrnk 
*^  lierf*  die  repeated  their  names  in  ci  very  loud 
^^  a»d  shrill  voice,  and  vidth  much  a^pareh/t 
^  anxiely  and  :€Oncenl  for  ^e  little  notice  l^ey 
*^  took-  <rf  her  entreaties  to  return :  .for  wc 
^^  iitingined  in  all  she  said  when  callii^'on 
*^  them,  that  she  was  informing  thelta,  that  the 
^^  strangers  were  not  enemies^  but  friends. 
^  However,  all  1^  endeavours  to  bring  them 
^^  back  were  ii^sflfectual,  while  we  remained 
^'  With 'her ;  birt  we- were  no  sooner  g^ie  from 


Digitized 


by  Google 


74  THE  msTcmY  of  11789. 

^^  fJie  beach^  than  wetsaw  scm^  of  them  come 
*^  butof  theiTOod;  and  there  being  two  canoes 
**  on  the  shore,  they  iamiched  one  uf  them  faito 
^^  the  water,  and  went  away." 

But  that  which  crowned  the  effints  of  this 
party^  and  would  have  more  than  rewarded  an 
expedition  of  much  greater  labour  or  danger^ 
was  the  discovery  of  the  river  Hawheaibnry^ 
which  run?  into  the  wester;^  extremity  of  the 
bay.    Tte  view  of  its  entrance  had  been  at 
iirat  intercepted  by  a  point  of  high  land,  wMdi 
they  had  taken  for  an  island.    No  time  wdft 
lost  in  exploring  this  interesting  stream.    It 
was  found  to  be  at  its  moQth.  about  three 
hundrod  fstthoms  in  wkith;  its  general  direc^ 
tion  for  neariy  Mean  miles,  was  towards  the 
north-rwest;  its  soundings  were  very  unnfoal, 
font  in  moilt  places  from  four  to  seven  fiitibom^. 
If  the  importance  oi  the  Ha^iflcedmry,.  in  a 
view  ;of  navigation,  equalled  its  picturesque 
elS^ts,  few  rivers  could  be  put  Into  competition 
with  it    Iiregularity  and  wild  grandeur  seem 
to  b0  it8  didtingnishing  eharadter.    Sometimes 
oonfined  by  stupendous  ix^ofes,  and  overhung 
by  forests,  it  works  its  way  amidst  obstrmrting 
fragments.      Again*  es^ndlng  itself  (WBt  a 
variety  of  depths,  the  precipices  oii  each  hand 
seem  to  r^re  m  orde^  to  make  roimi  #»r  its 
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wafcirs.  It  may  be  considered  as  the  firrt  of 
mouniam  streams.  But  if  it  has  in  perfection 
the  drciHiistahi^  that  recomttttwl  these^  it  Yma 
also  thfeir  gevL&f^  disadvantages.  It  exenqpli* 
iies  in  nothing  but  limpid  oleamess^  the  wdi^ 
known  lines  in  which  the.  enthusiasm  of 
Denham  describes  the  Thames^  ^^  Strong 
^^  without  rage,  without  .  o'erfiowing:  fidl/^ 
would  never  apply  to  the  Hawkesbuiy.  Fm 
several  miles  along  its  banks,  the  bent  in  one 
direc^on  even  of  the  laigest  trees^  gives  testi- 
mony to  the  excess  and  liiry  of  its  tortenti 
After  having  proceeded  tw^tytnilos  up^sevend 
(Mwstderations  induced  the  party,  though  rdudfc^ 
aiitiy,  to  d^ennine  (m  returning  to i  Sydney^ 
but  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  solely  i^ 
ord^  to  renew  and  .extend  their  research  viith 
greater  eflfect.  ^ 

On  their  return  to  the  aetttement^imm^dmte 
preparations  were  made  for  this  purpose;  so 
that  on  tlie  98th  they  were  enabled  to  del  but 
again,  virith  some  accession  to  their  party.  On 
the  &Bt  of  July  they  entered  the  river,  and 
proceeded  a  considerable  way  further  than 
before.  They  also  looked  into  some  o£  its 
brandus.  On  the  finuib  day  of  ^cendiaji^  it, 
its  breads  was  about  thirty  £idbDau  As  it 
narrowed,  it  became  groduallyv  "tten^  less 
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stiikihg  or  itnpcmhgy  more  delightful.  If  its 
beauty  had  sometimes  been  lost  in  its  grandeur, 
here  its  grandeur  was  relieved  by  its  beauty. 
The  HMBt  irregular  banks,  a  devious  channel^ 
and  the  umbrage  of  enormous  trees,  formed  a 
scenery,  to  which  in  many  parts  no  pencil 
could  do  justice.  Yet  the^  height  ^f  many  of 
its  rock^  was  found  even  here-  to  -be  two  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  feet  peirpendieular^  and  of  so^ie* 
even  more. 

The- party  encamped  each  night  on  the 
most  commodioiis  spot  that  could  be  founds 
and  .were  undisturbed  by  the  natives.  These 
on  being  seen;  generally  fled  into  the  woods; 
In  one  instance,  however,  the  word  cotcte^ 
(come  here,)  pronounced  loudly  and  distinctly> 
had  its  effect.  ^^  Two  men,''  says  Captain 
Hunter,  ^*  came  to  the  water  side  with  mucl) 
app^rait  &miliarity  and  confidence :  I 
thought,  from  this  circumstance,  that  they 
had  certainly  seen  us  before,  either  at  Botany 
^*'Bay,  Port  Jackson,  or  Broken  Bay;  they 
"  received  a  hatchet,  and  a  wild-duck,  wMdi 
*^  had  been  just  before  shot  from  the  boat;  and 
^^  in  return,  they  threw  ns  a  small  coil  of  line, 
^^  iprade.of  the  hair  of  some  animal,,  and  also 
eiifered  a  spear,  which  was  refiised.  The 
only  argument  against  their  having  seen 
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^^  US  before  is,  that  they  were  the. first  we  Jiad 
^^  met  with  who  appeared  desirous  of  making 
^^  a  return  for  any  present  they  received/' 
H^^ving  ascended  the  stream  nearly  forty  miles, 
the  party  arrived  on  the  5th,  at  the  foot  of  an 
acclivity  upon  the  right,  the  sides  of  which 
were  for  the  most  part  covered  with  large 
spreading  trees  at  considerable  distances  and 
without  underwood,  lianding  here>.  they 
walked  up  to  its.  summit,  which  they  found 
tolerably  free. from  wood  of  any  sort^  and  of  a 
good  soil.  They  were  now  enabled  by  the 
view  from  this  situation  to  form  .some  notion  of 
the  face  of  the  country.  It  appeared  evident 
that  they  had  been  constantly  approaching 
those  vast  mountains,  which  had  been  denomi* 
nated  the  Blue  Mountainsr,  and  whidi  were 
now  perceived  to  be  not  many  miles  ijff.  In 
the  intermediate .  space^  were  two,  ranges  of 
hills,  to^  which. the  governor  gave. the  naoies  of 
the  Landsdown  and  Carmarthen  Hills.  Tfee 
beautifril  swelling  eminence  on  .which  they 
stood,  he  named  Richmond  Hill.  \  Here  Cap- 
tain Hunter  took  the  meridian  altitude  of  the 
Sim,  by  which  he  found  the  latitude  to.be  33^ 
37'.  Having  pr^ared  a  small  piece  of  grpupd, 
they  planted  some  potatoes  and  sowed  Indian 
corn,  melon  and  other  seeds.     This,  method 
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of  introducing  foreign  productioiiB  into  this 
conntry^  had  already  been  put  in  practice  by 
them,  in  other  spots,  where  the  soil  was  favour*^ 
able  and  the  situatimis  appeared  unfrequented^ 
Some  of  these  little  gardens  were  afterwards 
found  to  have  failed,  but  others  gave  great 
hope  c^  a  most  useful  ibbuIL 

It  might  now  be  supposed,  that  for  only  a 
second  attempt  to  explore  this  river,  enough 
had  been  done;  but  on  descending  the  hill,  the 
unallayed  thirst  of  <&Govery  induced  the  party 
to  make  a  slill  further  eficnrt*  This,  however, 
was  Ibimd  to  be  attended  with  difficulties  too 
great  to  be  encountered  at  that  tirne^  After 
proceeding  upwards  a  little  further,  the  frequent 
shallows,  the  obstructions  of  a  rocky  channel, 
and  sometimes  those  arising  from  large  trees 
fallen  from  age  into  the  stream,  induced  them 
to  gWe  over  any  further  exertion;  especially 
as  the  distant  roar  of  waters  heard  here,  left  no 
MasQU  to  doubt  that  there  wero  &lls  further 
on.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  they  began  to 
descend  the  river.  More  frequent  opportuni^ 
ties  now  oocurmi  of  intercourse  with  the 
natives.  It  was  observed  that  their  Umbs, 
particidariy  their  arms,  aJt  least  to  all  appear^ 
anofe>  w«e  longer  than  those  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  coasts.    This  was  attributed  to  their 
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constant  cUoa^iii^  of  trees  after  the  <^x)98um 
and  other  prey ;  whkch  they  do  even  up  the 
i%hest  and  eleanest  sterns^  by  making  as  they 
noesfiA  a  number  of  soccessiYe  notches^  each  of 
wfaich^  with  the  help  of  clinging  by  one  arm, 
affords  a  sufiicient  footing,  till  they  thus 
^vdually  reach  the  branches.  These  notches 
are  surprisingly  smalU  coneddered  aft^  resting 
places  for  the  foot.  Trees  were  often  found 
marked  in  this  mann^;  and  the  climbers 
readily  displayed  the  skill  they  had  acquired 
by  loi^  practice  in  this  way.  The  instrument 
used  for  the  puipose  is  made  of  a  stone  found 
in  the  dballows  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Hawkesbury^  sharpened  to  a  fine  edge^  and 
fastened  ingeniously  enough  by  gum  and  other 
means,  to  a  wooden  handle.  Frequent  trf^ 
were  found  in  these  parts  for  catching  various 
animals. 

On  the  10th,  the  p«ty  arrived  and  slept  at 
Mullqt  Island.  Here  they  reposed  themselves 
the  whole  of  the  11th,  and  r^aled  on  fish. 
They  next  day  landed  in  Pitt  Water,  the  prin- 
cipal southern  arm  of  the  bay.  Their  return 
to  the  setttement,  tike  the  beguming  of  their 
expedition,^  was  in  part  performed  by  tya^dndng 
the  woods  which  lie  between  tihat  4nd  Port 
Jackson.    TMr  taking  this  routr  was- in  one 
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respect  ^  fortunate  circumstance.  ^'  At.  eighty 
"  in  the  morning/'  says  Captain  Hunter,  ^^we 
'^  heard  the  report  of  a  great  gun,  which  led 
"  me  to  suspect  that  some  person  belonging 
"to  the  Sirius  was  missing,  and  had  pro- 
"  hiably  been  lost  in  the  woods ;  we  frequently 
"  fired  muskets  that  morning,  and ,  sometimes 
"  imagined  we  heard  a  musket  at  a  consider* 
"  able  distance  in  the  woods ;  in  consequence 
"  of  this  suspicion,  we  frequently  fired  several 
"  together,  and  as  often  heard  the  report  of 
"  tliat  which  we  believed  wa^  meant  to  answer 
^^  us;  in  short,  by  means  of  these  repeated 
"  vollies, .  we  drew  nearer  to  that  which 
"  answered  us,  and  by  hallooing  all  together, 
"  found  we  had  got  within  hearing  of  the 
"  person  who  had  answered  our  firing ;  for^ 
"  afl;er  calling  out,  we  listened  attentively,  and 
"  heard  a  very  faint  voice  in  answer:  in  that 
"  direction  we  walked,  and  at  last,  by  frequent 
"  calling,  and  answering,  we  found  the  person 
"  out,  who  proved  to  be  Peter  White,  sail- 
"  maker  of  the  Sirius,  who  had  been  four 
"  d«ys  lost,  and  when  he  set  out  from  the  ship 
"  had :  not  more  than  four  ounces  of  biscuit 
"  with  himy  one  ounce  of  which,  be  had  still 
"  left;  he  was  very  faint,  and  appeared. to  us 
"  to  j}e  stupid  and  almost  ^exhausted,  for  he 
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^  staggered,  like  a  man  dniAk ;  Sfe  took  him 
^  with  us,  and  by  giving  him  such  provisions 
^^  as  we  had,  in  SGoaU  proportions,  he  was  in 
^^  a  few  boiHB  a  good  deal  recovered ;  but  I 
'^  think  if  he  had  not  been  found  as  he  was,  in 
^^  twenty-four  hours  more  he  would  not  hav^ 
^^  been  able  to  make  any  further  ^ort  to  save 
^  himself,  and  must  have  perishsd  where  l)e 
^^  lay  down.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  flint  of 
'^  his  gun  being  worn  to  a  stump,  he  could  not 
"  get  fire  out  of  it  the  whole  of  the  day  before, 
^  when  trying  to  shoot  some  birds  for  his  sub- 
^  sistence,  until  night  pame  on,  when  it  was 
"  necessary  for  him  to  have  a  fire  to  sleep  by; 
*^  he  then  tried  it  again  with  very  little  hope 
*^  of  succeeding,  but  contrary  to  his  expecta- 
'*  tions,  he  got  a  fire  and  sat  by  it  the  whole 
'^  night;  the  next  morning  it  failed  him 
^*  repeatedly,  until  he  had  occasion  to  answer 
^^  our  muskets,  when  it  struck  fire  every  time  he 
^^  virished  to  answer  us;  otherwise,  in  all  pro- 
^*  bability,  we  should  not  have  found  him. 
'^  This  is  exactly  his  own  account.''  ^ 

The  party  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  13th. 

That  a  river  such  as  the  Hawkesbury,  within 
thirty  miles  (in  a  direct  line)  from  Sydney, 
should  not  have  been  discovered  for  eighteen 
months  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony, 
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can  hardly  fail  of  bein^  remarkeil.  Grjmemcft 
Phillip  will  probably,  however,  from  the  cif- 
cumstAnces  of  the  oase^  be  acquitted  by  thtd 
reader;  of  any  culpable  degree  of  inactivity^. 
Directly,  itideed,  ajid  through  a  thick  forest, 
the  distance  was  not  great;  but  the  cir- 
cuitous route  which  it  was  necessary  to  take 
tras  very  considerable,  and  at  all  events  the 
issue  of  any  such  expedition  was  of  an  uncer- 
tain nature.  The  Constant  attention  abo  to 
objects  of  absolute  necessity,  and  the  indispen- 
sable vigilance  at  headquarters  in  a  colony 
so  circumstanced,  must  be  taken  into  the 
account. 
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Wwke  €ft  the  Settlement-^DimmuHtm  of  the 
pfubHe  ratikmi 

jPu%  Siriiv  had  been  so  much  weakened  by 
the  severe  weaXher  she  ha4  n^t  \Yith^  that  it 
was  judged  necessary  slv^  should  undergo  a 
complete  repair.  A  convenient^  retired  cove 
beixigrfixed  upon  for  this  purpose,  on  the  n9rth 
shore  of  the  main  harbour^  where  the  people 
employed  upon  her  were  less  likely  to  meet 
wi^  those  temptations  to  idleness  and  bad 
company  which  the  settlement  too  frequently 
afforded^  she  dropped  down  to  it  towards  the 
end  of  July. 

Further  discoveries^  to  the  westward  still 
continued  to^  be  atnxiously  desired.  But  the 
mountains^  so  long  contemplated  with  an  eye  of 
curiosity^  had  not  only  not  yet  been  passed  but 
had  never  even  yet  been  reached.  Mr.  Dawes 
with  ^  small  party  about  this  time^  exerted 
his  well-known  activity,  in  an  effort  at  least 
to  penetrate  to  their  base.  For  this  purpose 
he  proposed  tracing  for  some  length  and 
then  crossing,  a  river  first  jseen  by  Captain 
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Tench*  and  named  the  Nepean.  Its  course  was 
northerly.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  branch  of 
the  Hawkesbury*  That  be  might  be  as  little 
encumbered  as  possible^  he  earned  with  him 
only  jugt  the  quantity  of  provteioiis  that  he 
thought  might  be  necessary.  From  this  excur* 
sion  he  returned  on  the  ninth  dayj,  without 
having"  acccomplisbed  his  design ;  having  m6t 
with  nothing  after  quitting  the  river  on  thci 
further  side,  but  a  succession  of  dells  and  ravines 
nearly  impassable;  He  computed  that  he  had 
teached  within  about  ten  miles  of  the  moun-^^ 
tains. 

The  governor  after  the  death  of  the  native 
who  had  been  carried  off  by  the  small-pox,  had 
it  always  in  view  to  secure  one  or  two  more,  the 
first  opportunity.  It  may  be  recollected  that  a 
native  boy  and  girl  labouring  under  this 
disorder,  had  been  taken  and  brought  up  to 
the  settlement.  The  boy's  name  was  Nan^ 
barry,  also  Balderry,  that  of  the  girl  was 
Abaroo.  They  had  by  this  time  made  such  a 
progress  in  English  as  to  understand  almo^ 
every  thing  that  was  said  to  them,  and  express 
their  wants  on  all  common  occasions ;  but  their 


*  Tbe  officer  meouoned  in  page  £8. 
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tender  Ag^:  pr^y^nted  their  an^wedng  thos^ 
pui|M^i9e9ypai!tic«larly  that  of  forming  a  c^a^ 
miini^titm  vrijAk  the  other  natives^  which  th^ 
goverpor  had  prc^^osed  .  from  dofaesticating 
Bmxsp  that  were  full-grown ;  e^cially  as  these 
li^tter  would  not  nm  the  same  risk  of  losiiig  the 
knowledge  of  their  own  language^  A  bo^ 
was  therefore  now  sent,  under  the  command  of 
i^  d&c&ts  to  the  north  shore  of  the  maiq  }iat^ 
\Htwt,  and  ti?ro  vmi  were  secured  and  bjfoqglit 
up  tft  $ydney«  One  of  them  was  named 
€k)i^hy;  he  yms  about  thirty-five:;  the  other 
J^enillong,  about  tw6nty*five^  Top-Uappeari- 
4»^e  the  former  possessed  6(Hne,authcNrity  over 
.the latter/ who* j^ieemedi always  to befundaraA 
.aiwe.iii  his  presenpe*  The  dfoumistaacc  was 
Gcmfinned  by  the  young  natives.  Though 
theSjet'Savagjss  ^ere  strictly  watched  and  even 
0hw!kled,  one  of  thega,  Coalby^  made  his 
escape. 

'^In  E^knd  some  dep^idence  hod  been 
placed  on  fish  as  a  resource  for  the  settlement. 
It  was  however  found  at  best  a  very  pre* 
^rioitfi  one*  On;  the  4th  of  September  the 
pa^le  of  the  Supply  had  a  very  large  haxA% 
their  seine  was  so  full  that  had  it  been  drawB 
ash(H!e  it  must  have  burst;  the  i:opes  vi^ere 
therdTore^nrnde  fast  and  it  was  jsuffered  to  lie 
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till  feft  dry  by  life  tide.  Soon  after  this  k 
iMimg  jmrty  fltoih  tile  lowta,  took  siO'  mtfny  tft 
a  haul,  that  had  not  thfe  seine  btoke  at- the 
moment  of  Ending,  it^^as  imaged  that  a 
sufficiency  Would  haVe  heeh  taken  t6  4W»fe 
served  the  settlement  ftir  a  day ;  and  n6t-ldi!^ 
after,  a  bo^  'bddngii^' to  the  iSiiittsl^onghl  %h 
a  consider^e  quantity  6f  a  lai^fe  ^h  'WM^ 
bad  obtaiifiG^  in  tifie  coltofty  the  appel!aik)to«#f 
^  light-hors^txi^,  froM  the  ^e!^^a!r  confdttnlJ^lSttii 
of  tbe  head,  ^ich  ^v6^*(  \he  f^eirt^n^te  dfk 
helmet.  BCit  the  geher&VfeApply  was  ^clt  ait  dft 
to  be  calculated  fram^udhobcai^fonal  soe^c^^ 
as  th^«.  £mii»  Vere  efoinetittigs  i^dt  wOi 
€oi^inudd  'to  be  1ft  ^reat*  re^tiMt'as  food. 
There  was  one  kitl^  at  this  titt(e4n  &  dtiitf- 
£eld  m  Rose  Ilill,  thalt  mc(A  ke^m  ^ilm  higH. 
This  enormdus  bird  has  beefi  ahready  desfct^cl. 
Kangaroos  ^re  also  nW  uiifre(^faently^sfe*^t* 
run  down  with  dogs. 

j^t  tiie  beginning  of  November,  fee  Veryklis- 
j:r€S8ing  but  iitacvoidable  necejssafty  took  i^^ 
df  reducing  the  pubMc  ra*i6n  to  two-thirds  4dtf 
«very  sort  of  provi^ons,  spirits  excepted;  -iPklb 
T^ulation  was  ^i^^fvded/to  thei^Mps'  e/o^fipti- 
files  of  the  Smm  and  Supply  as  wcill  a&  1^ 
settlement  Whfeii  it  is  coni^dered  tbat  at  tte 
fiM  k&ding,  the  4^olony  pds^eft^ed  but  i«m> 
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.yeaiBf'|irpini^otB)>aad'thail  Uie  milysubaequBBft 
im{Kiitalftoii.su.:ti^  flour  frcm  the  Cbpe  of 
GabA  Hop^  it'wiU  .sob  «|ip^  extxaafedimry 
tefc  a]nneh(»inm»  of'A  very  gloomy  oatxira 
shaoldvaibr  b^fiii4o  fir^vtuW  Xa  tbkisituatian 
hr.mka'  ai  GdrouaMtaiioi) ;  luiaoUcable  ^t^  1^ 
90Mi«ioic>aad;to  4h£  cokmy,  Jbat  iwnidiictjani 
<€  itfaB> ttarcBMiys  of  life  uras  extisndfid  to 
tTOBWh.  :£t  VBs  considered  that.  9  f9op6Kt 
tionnte  ditfoanioe  ib  the  fidl  ratijott,  such  as  Jhs 
i^Mfamce  >of :aa]D  pohited  ^xtat,  had  origmally 
teknn  'fikoe,  .and  tha£  laany  women  at  this 
tune-iiad  .diildavn  tD>  ncmmb  at  fhe  bneast 

-A^'Bwv-  abeevratary^the  first.  Jbunog  baeii 
^Ktd^  ;too  fimatti  -yinii  conuoi^ided  at  the  vni^ 
pmntof  the  cove,4Bt/«;eH&>r<the;:iiiMeQceM' 
yiiB<'.kigc9aioW4ati&  wdUnfenxMid  ofllser:*  who 
hadfthe.dfa'ectioift  of  it,  as  £wr  ith<^.  receptloB  srf 
tilei>aB|nmcmlka^  )iiislrQio»(t$.  Of  the  four 
boivadoBiifirlusb  had  been  b^^  sow  after  the 
liodiiig)  two'  had  fiow  ibeea  for  jsoiofi  time 
odoaped  by  the  d(if^hlor^>  «aQ^  ajccoiaaio- 
datng  two.onijqBUiies  80  oQaunodiously,  that 
aae  iof  3lbe^  renittiikiiig  buildings  .w«3  «aiiY«!led 
iolq  a'ftove4ioiiseyamd.the  matcnals  of  the.oith^ 


•*  JbifsQtiwpt  J>awM. 
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Mnre.  teiumwior  4biie:Jdii«r€tt^ 
iHiek  hAUMJ\raH»begiiD  xm  tiiejn»tt8idb;bf)(tiie 
Mimfor)thbjudgeHaiibr6c8t^  Gia^yiiradiii'tlib 
inirtjBmce  iaobstitiited  hr^wmiear.  Thpi  nntf 
effected  1^  jiiak:ing  tlie  walls'tbe  tMebnr:;  ijmd 
being  Goveredt  with  t3€»  uksteadiof  thatcb^and 
made  mote '  tocnihy  th&n^  th^  nirdodea  1iom«u 
it  was  an  habitatim  of  conparalwef  corii^^ 
and  cpnfsenience;  ^^  Two/  ^conveniekit  kitehwig 
and  oinend  for  thevuw  of  ttie  defeadiaient^:  imnis 
constructed  near  the  uteinQ  ifoarters ;  .a^tiira^i 
tiled  store-honse  was  also ibuikineai;  ti^  jaiMt 
place^  and^the  provisions  reibcreiedi  fircxn  theiobi^ 
thatched  «me.  The!  labiMiters-  wiere  also  Am^^ 
ifiloyed  at  this  time  in  maldnj^  roads  thnoughi^ot 
in  the  vicinity  of>  thfe  tmvn.  .  »  m^  V .  »  m( 
' «  The  settlement  of:  Rose  HilL  psDcieeM  sud;* 
cessftdly«  A  nvtmber  of  godd  huts  weai 
erected*  The  ^  convicts  wer^  encoura^d  'fed 
9«^rk  in  gardeti^  whidh  they  had  f^ectoissioii 
to  cultivate  on  their  own  Actouht^  ^ttrii^thoii^ 
hours  which  were  not  appropriated  to.pulidio 
labbur;  Barraclcs  were  ecepted  and  a  sniaH 
S'edoubt  constructed^  in  which  iskood'  the  ^Nrovi"^ 
ntih  ish>re«  Bams  and  granaries  wereipiVH 
vided.  For  all  these  purposes^  the  timber  in 
these  parts  was  in  general  found  better  than  al 
Sydney.    The  people  continued  healthy*   The 
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«ndi>'4liiitiHiteifi|)«R«ice  fqapcarad  to  baii!e  lesn 

dAocr^,  tlM  hiynMtt  at  Eoee  Hill  was  toum* 
iMaig  belter  thtn  two  huniked  bushels  of 
!irkeMt».id)«ut  (jbortjr-five  busMe  of  bari^.f^^ 
4.iimriUi^HM»tityr^QKtta9d]b)4ifin(ConB.  Ji^« 
UbM  the  qdperiwiteiidant  of  that  settleii^tt 
sent  to  Sydney  some  cabbages,  of  an  .^ippsl 
iiieiiidtt)]ei  .m»*  •  The  other  production  of 
HmigSixiiai»  there  v^sre  of'  a  grpwtb  ^siX  ^f^ 
^roimiblQ  at^Efaeipdncipal  dettlespH^nt  .  ,„■■.-, 
,  :  Tb6  cove,  upon  the  ntorth  side  of  iha 
fldflin  harboul?}  to  wJiic^  the  SirUiS;  had  Jti^ea 
^Bai,  u  Juty  to^iie  repaired^  had  .been  naoa^ 
Caveenikig  Cove^  The  «hip  was  in,  % .  slate  of 
meh  ^arwardaess  pn  the  7^  of  JsTov^^b^,  as 
tor  be  moved  ov^  to  Sydney  Cove.  .  A  few 
day^  befote  that  tjioej  John  Mara>  thjejgunfierls 
mate,  bad  been,  missu^  and  was  siQ^ioised.  to 
hav^  been  lost  in  the  woods.  Parties ...wpise 
iseat  out  in  Beai!<^  of  him,  biU  without  siuxess. 
Ti»  third  day  after  he  had  disap|)earBd^.Capr 
tain  Hunter,  in  going  up  the  harbour.. ip  a 
boftti  thought  he-  heard  a  voice  from  tbesshore^ 
and  rowing  immediately  to  the  part  from 
whence  it  came,  he  there  found  Ibe  person 
missing.    He  h^d  in  reality  been  lost  i?,  the 
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WMxisi  as  had  been'  conjecU»ed,  fcWt  Iwd  at 
tengttl  rained  ttie  shore  of  [flie  fciaibiur;  i* 
such  a  dSstaiice,  htwrever,  "from  <*»  co^e  w^h^ 
the  ^ip  was,  that  m  Ms  «ii«B^l«d  state  lie 
woiM  -probifely  never  haWJ  reft«ai8d  JH' «f 
fefesdf.  He  had  subsisted'  ■«&  the  «wei*»««i 
^Imit/fv^uch  no  do«bt  cowtakrt  «w8ft  nanrwh- 
riient,  %eiiig  aufficieirtly  ^i^^'teiibfe  ofdiaiwily 
tfifed  wiUhout  si^r.  •       '  "  ^ '- 

"W«^e  the  f€illo^ng  ^ircuteslandes  iAthe 
t«iords  of  CSaptain  ftaiitrtV  «f  andtfcw  «ecab. 
rence  of  the  siraie 'Mrid.-M*'T|h»  higlft  li^*fc 
•»  we  left  'CawjoiAtig  Covfe,  |«Ir.  fhrands'  Hill, 
*»^  one^  the  laaster's  «Mrtfife,  iiafll'desiiidd  {ain- 
*'  fMBsiofa  to  ^i«TOr  to  «y*ftey  <W«,  aiii44»^ 
«  rettfrri  early  tte  •»«!*  moWliBgi  he  weiA 
*«  over,  aiid  was  4fce  next  urtraSng  eftily  |«t 
«  tu»t)Ss*lotiie  nea«sft  part«>P«heiiortli  i^a»e, 
**  iiitenftK^  to  walk  rowid  1»  the  «hip,  ai  wpsfe 
•^  T^W<^!hadt»eendft«i*akttiiby«ia»y€rfJe«r 
**  gentlemen,  and  wafe  not  more  ^anan  ^olir 
«  and  a'half 's  walk ;  b«t  in  thte  short  ^stafloe 
«  Mr.ffilllosthraiself.  Theii^Mda^r paWies 
«  were  sent  out  diflfereiitways,'and»boa*8  were 
«  sent%oth  np  anddown^feehMrboWPinse^^ 
«  df  Hnn;  a  gun  for  *eir«nd  his  dirfectioa 
«  was  jSred4rom'thB^pwerytwoliouF8,«id 
*«  tins  continued  fortwo  days;    The  third  day. 
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«  addilioiAaif  'iiiiMies  "wete  'setrt,  to  the  iminber 
«  of  ufaie  or  ten;  in  yhott,  tfvery  pfece  of 
"  gtaimd.  :«fheTe  it  Was  iiscnxgtit  TpoMle  he 
^  iv^ht  hate  passed,  tiras  traversed  over  ttnd 
«  trver  by  the  /^S^eat  parties,  but  without 
«  -efferit:  we  liad  therefore,  mudi  i-eason  to 
'<  b^iieVe  duit  he  'Mi  in  with  «  patty  of  the 
^  ttatfves,  vt^o  pftt!%>ably  murdered  hiin,foM»B 
*'feid'no  artrts  of  any  kind  with  Mm.  ^at 
^  *^  tfpinidn  6f  a'dispf^itidn  in  Ihe  natiVi^'  to 
<*  iiSbSei  ^^antage  0^  a  siri^le  persoti,  jiai^cu- 

*  Istfly  Whett  unarmed,  is  trot  ill  founded,  we 
''  have  had  many  instances  to  'prdte;  iitie  of 
"'Ivhrch  toolkplacie  not  long  befbrfe  Ae  tiime 
«  *fliat  'Mr.TfiH  was  host,  and  nearly  dbout  %e 
**  sainis  pkrtdf the'liafbour.  Atnatt  bdonging 
«  is*  ihe'Sirtus;  who  had  ^neraHy  been  ein- 
**  tildyed'inighoidttii^ibr  the  officers,  was  a ftw 
*»  daysptteviiottS  tol!he'supj|oSied  death  dfMt, 

*  miitti  th'e;Wo6d8'tiwkm^  fo^  and  iiad 
'*  been  been  by  a-^rty  o(f  thenatives  from  i!he 
«t  Skirts  t/f  jk  vftiifcket ;  thiey  had  tiot  *^n 
'*  ob^^vred  by  hiin,  and  taking  '^thte  advantage 
*'  of  that,  tiirew  a  Imge  stone  at  hinf,  whidi 

very  narrowly  missed  his  head,  he  in  return 
"  fired  a  charge  of  small  shot  at  them,  wMch 
"  I  suppose  they  felt  no  inconvenience  from, 
*'  as  they  laughed  at  him,  and  advanced  with 


« 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


98  THiB  MisTQRY  ov;  [1789^ 

f^  their,  lances:;  he  was  pretty  iquidk  in  loadui^ 
^^  his  gun  again,  into  which  he  put  a  .hearjF 
f^  chaige  of  buck-^hpt,  and  as  they  appeared 
fV.to  him  to  be  determined  on  mischief*  he 
i[f  re^olyed^  for  his  ovm  safety,  to  be  be^ojre* 
f  ^  l^and  with  them ;  he  took  very  good  alm^ 
5f  and  fired  right  amongff:  them^;,  two  of  them 
.*^, fell,  and  the  r^t,  with  great  predpitation, 
$^,B9ade  off,  but  he  believed  they  parjied  their 
f^  wounded  probably  d^ad)  friends  with  them^; 
^^  he  stpod  where  he  was  and  loaded  hi^  fp^^f 
^^  then  came  towards  the  .9hip  without  ^seein^ 
^^  any  more  of  them*"        ;  . 

Captpn  Hy|it^r  adds,  ij^t  sqon  after  thfi 
tiqie  that  Mr^  Hill  was  mis^i)g;»  ei  fnidshipman 
jand.  five  pf  a  boat's,  crew,  ^^^^%  landed 
withput  ani^  on  .thie  npirtlji  shore  near  a.  poyer, 
^me  s{)eais  wer«  thrown  ^t  ;^%  op^  of  :9rhich 
struck  the  hat  of  one  of  ther  seamen,  and  the 
natives  immediately  shewed  tb^nKielyes  to  flm 
number  of  twenty  or^  thirty. .  On  a  musk^V^s 
beii^  sent  for  to  the  boat,  they  quickly  disap- 
peared. There  is  no  doubt  thfi^  they  enters 
tained  very  hostile  feelings  at  this  time«  ; . 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
Bigb'esBofthe  Colomf.  > 

From  what  has  alveady  beeii  stated  respecting 
the  proviskms,  it  will  not  appear  extraordinary^ 
thut  much  uneasiiiess  should  have  prevailed  in 
Che  colony  at  the  commencement  of  this  year 
( 1 79G)k  The  flour  which  the  governor  had  80 
providentially  obtained  from  the  Cape,  wa9 
already  in  part  consumed.  The  salt  provi9ion8 
were  much  reduced^and  if  any  delay  in  the  receipt 
of  supplies  should  ta|:e  place^  would  require  a 
still  more  sparing  distribution.  The  resources 
of  &ihing  and  shooting  were  extremely  uncer- 
tain^ and  the  quantities  of  grain  or  vegetables 
produced  at  Rose  Hill,  or  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Sydney^  were  inconsiderable  as  a  pubKe 
supply.  The  utmost  that  could  be  expected  at 
the  present  allowance^  was  that  the  colony 
diould  subsist  till  June. 

Had  it  been  known  that  within  a  few  days 
of  this  very  time,  that  on  the  23rd  of  December, 
in  latitude  45""  54'  south,  longitude  4P  3ff 
east,  the  Guardian,  a  ship  of  war  pf  finty-four 
gmis,  coming  to  the  colony  with  the  most 
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abundant  supplies  from  England,  had  struck 
upon  an  island  of  ice,  and  that  in  order  to  save 
her^  it  had  beeii^  found  necefisary  to  throw 
overboard  the  greatest  part  of  her  valuable 
oai^go^  after  .whidb^  fay  1ib&  adlnitable  conduct 
of  her  commander  and  crew,  she  had  been  able, 
with  ti|e  utmosl  difficulty^  and  nearly  a  Kiveck, 
to^gist  baek  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  where 
die  had  r^ently  touched,  the  general  anxiety 
would  have  been  converted  into  despair.  This 
'Vessel  had  been  equipped  with  a  view^  not  only 
to  the  eidgendes  of  the  colony,  but  evcai  tp 
ccmvenience  and  luxury.  Besides  an  immense 
quantity  of  provisions,  she  carried  out  a  ku'ge 
supply  of  clothing,  of  bedding,  of  sails,  of 
CiMtiage,  of  wine,  of  medicines,  of  tools,  of 
agricultural  implements,  an  assortment  of 
plants  and  seeds  arranged  under  the  direction 
of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  completed  at  the 
Cape,  a  number  of  holies,  cows,  sh^p,  goats, 
deer,  and  nrnny  other  ofcjeets  too  tedipm  to 
enumerate.  As  the  colonists  were  ignorant  of 
this  terrible  blow,  so  they  were  unable  to 
foresee  the  extent  of  hardship  and  privation 
whidi  they  were  still  to  encounter.  Their 
frugiiries  however  were  of  no  favourable  kind. 
They  considered  that  the  dday  must  proceed 
^ther  from  neglect  or  accident.    They  saw 
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dupptfiitiKMit,  iiiid  Urn  kUtef  nighi  involfe 
tiidr  ineviUMe  46»trii0li6ii4  Otie  of  tiK^iynf* 
iiMB«ynet  of  prteaiititp  tdiop^  ittidtr  tbets 
circumsbaiofa^  *  Ifmei  to  isgtid  the  Supply  tb 
Norfelk  MbaA  witU  aoq»  GMivktls^  oeif 
twenty^-four  in  nuitaittr/  but  wHb  the  iriflBHr 
pfuifi]|Ml!y  of  asefeftainiDg^  to  what  coctenl  thai 
irianrdixiightbe  fturtlier  <^pable  of  (ttsburtheiiiDg 
the  prindpal  settfemtant;  Thekixiiriance  i>f 
its  gardens^  the  qimntitjr  of  fish  xm  its  ooaite; 
and  stiH  mora  the  multitude  of  birds  diece^ 
affiirded  a  hope  that  much  might  be  done'in 
this  way^  Theme  was  a  small  isl^iid^or  rather 
an  immense  rodk^  betiire&n  Port  Jaoksim  and 
Norfolk  Island,  in  latitudedP  46^,  loogitode 
159^  4!  east,  remarkable  principally  as  a  hamd 
of  birds  and  for  the  qimntity  of  turtle  vspaa  its 
shores.  It  had  bemk  named  Lord  liawe's 
Island*  Besides  the  chief  objeet  of  '^is  expe- 
dition, the  Supply  was  directed,  for  the  puipoee 
of  procuring  as  many  turtle  as  possible,  toleave 
some  of  her  people  atthis  island  as  she  wmt 
out,  and  bring  them  off  on  her  return*  8he 
sailed  on  the  7th  of  January. 

The  genera!  ^sipeclalicm  of  relief  now  ex^' 
grossed  the  minds  of  aB,  aad  the  cxmstaiit 
^aaployment  of  those  who  could  coramand  any 
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teisuire/was  to  stok  mme  exmmmee,  from  H^iieh 
tliey/  might  espy  the  firit  isail  4hiU;  should 
lk|^oa€h»  Ci^tain  Panler  4iffeied  miih  a  few 
meti  froih  the  SirhiSyta  go  to  the  south  head  at 
tile  main  harbour^  th^e  to  buiM  a  lodk»out  ^vA 
&teci  a  flag^staff  upcm  the;  height  i^&ich  isig^t 
be  seen  from  the  sea^  axid  whkh  might  ^alsb 
ttMhmmiicate  information  of  the  appearance  of 
ships  on  the  coast.  The  governor  approved 
the  prcqiosal  and  the  captain  accordingly  went 
vvith  eight  men^  accompanied  by  Mr.  Worgan 
surgeon  of  the  Sirius^  and  Mr.  Whife^  and 
pitched  a  tent  at  the  proposed  spot.  He  there 
passed  scnne  time  and  erected  a  flagvstaff 
together  with  a  small  but  tolemble  adjoining 
faaintatton,.  He  was  then  relieved  by  Mn 
Bradley  with  a  fresh  party. 

A  dmughtof  fish  laf gerthan  common^  becomes 
und^such  circumstances  as  these  an  historical 
events  and  the  more  so^  as  it  was  a  thing  not 
very  frequent  at  this  time.  A  sufficiency  Was 
taken  in  one  night,  to  supply  two  pounds  the 
OCTt  day  to  every  person  in  the  settlement. 

A  convict  belonging  to  Rose  Hill,  who  was 
employed  about  this  time,  in  some  of  the 
waters  of  the  main  harbour,  in  striking  the 
sting-ray,  had  the  imprudence  to  engage  in 
mme  quarrel  with  a  party  of  natives  on  the 
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beitch,  who^  with  their  characteristic  violence^ 
aggravated  peJThaps  by  other  and  recent  provcM 
catjbns^  were  proceeding  to  kill  him^  when  erne 
of  their  women  rushed  to  his  deliverance^  and 
witii  the  eloquence  inspired  by  compassion^ 
pifeyailed  on  them  to  spare  his  life;  thus 
esjiibiting  on  the  desolate  shores  of  New  Hoi* 
land  and  amidst  the  most  barbarous  of  the 
human  race^  a  moral  scene  that  might  have 
engaged  the  slttention  of  the  poet  or  tragedian. 
So  true  it  is  that  human  nature  is  every  where 
theiSamel 

The  first  signal  from  the  flag*s{aff  at  the 
south  head^  was  displayed  on  the  10th  of 
February  ;  but  hope,  on  this  occasion,  was  of 
short  duration.  The  sail  was  soon  discovered 
to  be  the  Supply,  on  her  return  from  Norfolk 
IsliBmd.  Being  unable  to  WDtk  into  Port 
Jafekson^  she  bore  down  for  Botany  Bay,  in 
wMdi  harbour  she  anchored  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evenings  The  next  morning,  the  letters  she 
had  brought  were  received  at  Sydney*  From 
these,  the  governor  conceived  he  had  sufficient 
grounds  to  put  into  execution  his  plan  of  dis- 
burdening the  principal  settlement  of  a  part  of 
its  population.  The  Sirius  had  undergone  a 
complete  repair^  and  he  resolved  to  send  a 
muAb^r  of  people  by  her  and  the  Supply,  under 
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the  eommand  of  Captain  Hunter^  ta  Noffeik 
Island  He  fixed  the  5th  of  March  for  thdr 
departure,  if  there  should  be  no.  arrival  before 
that  day  from  Europe.  It  was  also  further 
intended  that  if  the  expected  succours  should 
not  have  arrived  on  the  return  of  the  Sirius,  she 
should  be  immediately  dispatched  for  a  cai^ 
either  to  China  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
TTie  quantity  of  turtle  brought  by  the  Supply 
from  Lord  Howe's  Island,  proved  very  trifling. 
On  the  3rd  the  e^>ected  supplies  not  having 
arrived,  two  companies  of  marines,  with  tiidr 
officers  and  colours  embarked  on  board  the 
Sirius  and  Supply.  With  them  also  embaikad 
the  lieutenant-governor,  and  Mr.  Conskieii  the 
^ior  assistant-surgeon  of  the  settlement  On 
the  following  day,  one  himdred  and  sixteen 
male  and  sixty-eight  female  convicts,  witli 
tw«aity-seven  children  were  put  on  board*  Oa 
the  5th  they  sailed.  Immediately  upcn  the 
departure  of  these  ships,  the  governor  directed 
Mb  attention  to  the  frirther  regulation  of  the 
subsistence  of  the  colony  and  the  preservtStion 
of  the  stock.  For  these  purposes  he  visited  the 
difietent  huts  and  gardens  that  were  just 
vacated,  and  distributed  them  to  other  tenants, 
mostly  convicts.  Orders  were  given  that  )k> 
hogs  should  be  killed  without  a  p^nissiMi* 
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bHlividuals  were  eneouraged  to  tell  tlieir  live 
stock  to  th&gOTammeot;  Strict  measures  were 
taken  for  tlie  security  of  the  stores.  On  the 
37tb  a  further  reducticm  of  the  public  ration 
took  place.  It  was  fixed^  by  the  wedk^  at  four 
pounds  of  flour,  two  pounds  and  a  half  of 
pork,  and  one  pound  anda  half  of  rice;  and  in 
consequence  of  this  diminution  of  subsistence, 
public  labour  was  ordered  to  cease  every  day 
at  oiie  o'clock,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time 
was  allowed  for  the  care  of  each  individual's 
house  and  garden.  To  prevent  waste,  the  jko* 
vifiiona  were  ordered  to  be  given  out  daily 
instead  of  weekly.  Fish  whenever  brought  in 
was  diaUibuted  in  the  propcNCtiou  of  ten  pounds 
in  li^i  of  two  and  a  half  of  poik.  The  night- 
watch,  was  directed  to  be  more  than  ever 
addve  and  vigilant  for  the  protection  of  private 
as  w^  as  public  property.  The  saxoe  regula* 
ticsnB  Uxk  place  at  Rose  Hill.  Much  vaau  fell 
at  ^s  time. 

On  the  3rd  of  April,  the  Supply  retunnsd 
fimb  Norfolk  kland  with  an  accomt  wlueh 
was  enough  to  stagger  the  courage  of:  the 
beldest  The  Sirius  was  wrecked  on  tibe  ISKh 
xxpotb  the  reef  at  tkMlL  island*  The  e^^i^n  and 
peo;^  ymve  nooped.  The  ktfs  of  this  vessel^ 
which  was  so  »abh  tibe  lai^er  of  the  two,  and 
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Upon  which  ttich  hopes  had  been  placed^  wasP. 
a  piece  of  ill  luck  that  produced  a  degree  of 
gioom  And  despondence  in  the  colony^  only  to 
be  conceived  by  those  who  have  been  placed  in . 
a  situation  equally  distressing^  The  anxiety  of 
the  governor  was  extreme*  He  thought  it 
necessary  under  such  circumstances  to  assemble 
the  officers  of  the  settlement,  civil  and  military, 
to  consult  upon  the  measures  that  were  next 
to  be  adopted.  The  result  was  a  still  lower 
reduction  of  the  public  ration,  and  the  adoptioft 
of  every  possible  exertion  to  derive  supplies 
from  the  shores  and  woods  of  the  country*  All 
private  boat^  were  to  be  surrendered  for  the 
public  tise.  A  fishery  was  to  be  established  at 
Botany  Bay  as  well  as  Port  Jackson,  under  an 
idea  that  it  was  rather  more  productive.  An 
officer  was  to  attend  every  fishing  party  to 
prevent  waste  or  embezzlement.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  take  all  the  hogs  in  the  settlement  as 
public  property.  Every  precaution  was  usisd 
to  prevent  the  robbery  of  gardens.  Suspicious 
characters  were  kept  in  custody  during  the 
night  V 

The  governor  in  this  season  of  distress  gave 
up  for  public  use  three  hundred  weight  of 
flour  which  was  his  private  property,  declaring 
that  he  widbednot  to  see  any  tUxig  more  at  his 
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table  than  the  ration  which  was  recdved  in 
commpn  from  the  public  store^  without  any 
dktincticm  of  persons ;  and  to  this  retolution 
he  rigidly  adhered;  a  conduct  which  will 
scarcely  be  estimated  as  it  deserves.  The 
sacrifice  wajs  humble^  and  the  theatre  on  which 
it  took  place^  a  miserable  colony  upon  a  distant 
shore:  but  the  principle  evinced  by  it  was  the 
same  to  which  great  names  and  great  gcc^ions 
haye;  given  merited  lustre. 

Besides  these  measures  it  was  determined  to 
s^^d  the  Supply  to  Batavia  to  purchase  provi- 
sions; and  as  her  own  tonnage  was  trifling 
when  the  necessities  of  the  colony  were  con- 
sidered. Lieutenant  Ball^  under  whose  com- 
mand she  was  to  sail,  was  authorized  to  hire 
another  vessel  there,  and  to  purchase  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  of  flour,  eighty  thou- 
sand of  beef,  sixty  thousand  of  pork,  seventy 
thousand  of  rice,  together  with  some  other 
necessaries,  such  as  sugar,  sago,  h.c^'s  lard, 
vinegar  and  dongaree.  She  ^Sailed  on  the )  7tb 
of  April.  ^^  The  expectation  of  this  relief," 
says  Colonel  Collins, "  was  indeed  distant,  but 
^f  yet  it  was  more  to  be  depended  upon  than 
^^  that  which  nught  be  coming  from  England/ 
^'  A  given  time  was.  fixed  for  the  retuni  of  the 
i'  Supply ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  when 
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^^  a  vessel  might  arrive  from  Europe.  What- 
^^  ever  might  be  our  distress  for  provisiom^  k 
"  wotdd  be  some  alleviation  to  look  on  to  a 
^^  certain  fixed  period  when  it  might  be 
^^  expected  to  be  removed.  Lieutenant  Ball^ 
^*  passage  lay  through  the  regions  of  feie 
^^  wieather,  and  the  hope  of  every  one  was  fiKed 
*^  upon  the  little  vessel  that  was  to  convey  him; 
*^  yet  it  was  painfal  to  contemplate  our  veiy 
^^  existence  as  depending  upon  her  safety;  lb 
^^  consider  that  a  rough  sea^  a  hidden  rock^  or 
^^  the  violence  of  elemental  strife^  might  in  oob 
^^  fatal  moment  precipitate  us,  with  the  little 
^^  bark  that  had  all  our  hopes  on  board,  to  the 
^^  lowest  abyBs  of  misery.  In  the  well-known 
*^  ability  and  undoubted  exertions  of  her  com- 
^*  mander  however,  under  God,  all  placed 
"  their  dependence ;  and  from  that  principle^ 
*[  when  she  sailed,  instead  of  predicting  mis- 
^^  chance,  we  all,  with  one  wish  for  her  safe 
^^  return,  fixed  and  anticipated  the  period  at 
^^  which  it  might  reasonably  be  expected/' 
'  The  convicts  at  Rose  Hill  were  observed  at 
this  time  to  conduct  themselves  muc^  better 
than  those  at  Sydney,  *^  not  a  thefl''  («ays 
GokiRel  Collins)  ^^nor  any  act  of  ill  behanrJour 
^^  having  be^i  for  some  time  past  lieand  of 
amongst  Iham."    It  is  to  be  observed  6ow- 
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ever  that  they  had  an  abundance  of  vegetables 
at  that  settlement  At  Sydney  the  principal 
robberies  at  this  time  were  of  gardens* 

A  kangaroo  was  killed  near  Rose  Hill  of  the 
weight  of  cme  hundred  and  eighty  pounds. 
Shootings  which  had  never  before  been  consi- 
6med  in  the  light  of  a  resource^  was  now 
become  an  operation  of  no  small  importance. 
Thi^ee  convicts  of  remarkable  skill  in  thisway^ 
were  thought  so  deserving  of  encouragement^ 
especially  considering  the  fatigues  they  under- 
went^ that  a  larger  ration  was  allotted  to  them 
dian  to  any  other  persons.-^-To  supply  a  defi- 
cifflicy  of  salt,  two  large  iron  boilers  weife 
^Peoted  at  the  east  point  of  the  cove,  and  the 
sak  produced  by  the  simple  process  of  boilii^ 
aea  water  was  issued  to  the  convicts  and 
settleiB. 

The  native  (Benillong)  who  had  been 
brought  up  to  the  settlement  the  year  before, 
BSkA  bad  nearly  begun  to  be  reconciled  to  his 
new  way  of  life,  thought  this  no  improper  time 
to  withdraw. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 
Apprehensiofis  of  famine. 

The  month  of  June  commenced  with  raiu 
.ftnd  wind.  The  elements  seemed  in  imisop 
with  the  feelings  of  the  unh^^ppy  colo^iptp^ 
p^mongst  all  plpsses  of  whom  the  most  fe^r^ 
apprehensions  xiow  prevailed*  The  time  was 
arrived  beyond  wl^ich  it  was  impossible  iQuqh 
longer  to  postpone  iibsolute  famine.  The 
present  period  had  been  reached  without  it, 
only  by  the  greatest  exertion,  contrivance,  ^iid 
SfelfrdeniigLl.  The  governor,  whose  courage 
was  leypr  ready  where  courage  was  of  use> 
could  by  no  efforts  conceal  his  perturbaJtion. 
.The  most  manly  hearts  had  nejirly  yielded  to 
despair^  It  was  fit  this  crisis,  that  at  threq  in 
the  afternoon  of  thp  3rd,  the  long-expected 
signal  at  the  Look-put  wa$  d^^cried.  The 
whole  settlement  was  instantaneously  in  mo- 
lion  an4  confusion^  Every  countenance  wore 
the  expression  of  eagerness,  joy  find  anxiety. 
Although  it  blew  very  hard  at  Jhe  time,  the 
governor's  secretary,  accompanied  Ijy  Captain 
Tench  and  Mr,  White  imjnediately  went  off 
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and  at  some  risk  (^for  a  stroiag  sed  was  running 
into  the  port}  reached  the  ship  in  time  to  give 
directions  by  which  she  might  be  placed  in 
safety,  in  Spring  Cove.     She  proved  to  be  the 
Lady  Juliana  transport  firom  London^  last  from 
Plymouth ;  from  which  latter  place  she  had 
.Bailed  oti  the  29th  of  the  preceding  July  (Ml 
ten  months  before}   with  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  female  convicts.     Strong  westerly 
winds  and  bad  weather  prevented  her  getting 
into  Sydney  Cove  for  some  days,  when  the 
weather  moderating,  she  was  towed  up  to  the 
setdement.     Upon  examining  the  quantity  and 
state  of  the  provisions  brought  by  her,  it  was 
found  that  in  consequence  of  the  length  of 
-her  voyage  and  the  circumstance  of  twenty 
casks  of  flour  being  spoiled,  but  above  all 
from  the  additional  consumption  that  9uch  an 
incrtease  of  people  must  cause,  it  would  hot  be 
prudent  to  make  an  addition  of  more  than  a 
pound  and  a  half  of  flour  to  the  wretched 
weekly  ration. 

The  news  brought  by  this  vessel  was  almost 
sufficient  to  throw  the  colony  into  its  former 
rtate  of  dejection.  The  loss  of  the  Guardian 
witli  all  the  melancholy  and  discouraging  dr- 
cuinstances  attending  it,  was  now  for  the  first 
time  known  in  the  colony.    At  the  time  of  the 
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accident  the  long  boat  and  fcnir  others  left 
her,  with  part  of  the  ^ip'e  com^my  and  a 
number  of  passengers:  but  the  long  boat  was 
the  coily  one  known  to  be  saved  when  the  Lady 
Juliana  IdPt  ihe  Cape;^  having  beeoi  fortimaldy 
sedn  by  a  French  ship.  On  board  this  boat 
were  the  master  and  purser  as  also  the  Rev. 
Mr.  GjTOvrther^  who  was  coming  out  to  divide 
therel^ous  duties  of  the  settlement  vi^th  Mr. 
Johnson.  Government  had  also  sent  out  in 
thb  Guardian^  twenty-five  convicts  who  vr^ 
either  &rmers  or  artificers^  tcgether  with  seven 
persans  engaged  to  serve  as  snperintendanls 
of  coAvicts.  Two  profesi^  gardeners  were 
amongst  the  persons. supposed  to  be  lost.  The 
Miperintendants  came  on  to  the  sel^iement  in 
the  transport  The  convicts  remained  fiir  the 
jnr^tent  at  the  Cape. 

The  acnidety  of  the  colonisis  was  in  a  gwat 
degree  renewied.  They  argued  thatif  Govxnm* 
mept  relied  on^the  arrival  of  the  Guaniiav, 
without  making  allowance  for  the  poffiibiKty  of 
accident^  the  cc^ony  was  still  in  all  probability 
lost ;  and  it  was  observed  that  the  sailing  of 
no  other  iMp^  actual  or  intended^  was  an- 
ntiunced  by  the  transput  Had  the  «ii|^- 
position  in  questicm  beon  admitted^  ao  noigiit 
very  justly  the  ooncluskm  that  vras  ihravm  fimm 
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it:  butha^iytheBriiidiGovemiiieiad^ 
reason  sa  lightiy^  and  on  the  20tb^  nearly  three 
weeks  after  the  artiyal  of  the  I^y  Juliana^ 
the  Justiman  storeihipy  afWr  a  passage  fitnn 
Bngland  of  five  ixKmths^  anchored  in  Ae  core. 
She  had  been  off  the  e&trance  of  the  hiaj'bour' 
so  eariy  as  the  find,  but  by  a  sudden  change  of 
wind  itjded  by  a  Current,  had  beea  driven:  to 
the  northin^ud  and  ^ery  nearly  lost  in  a,  heavy 
gale,  vpoaBonoe  dangerous  rocks^  Thk  venal 
brou^t  wi  ample  oaigo^  of  im:>visiDns3  without 
any  aecessioii  to .  the  numbers  c^  those  who 
were  to  consume  theu^  and  the  full  ration  waa 
now  at  length  issued  ouU  It  was  now  known 
that  three  more  transports  might  be.hoiariy 
^ipected  with  csonvicto,  and  also  with  the  first 
detachnMnt  of  a  Qorps  raised  expressly  for  liie 
service  of  the  colony/  and  commanded  by 
Major  Grose  late  of  the  39th  n^iment,  who 
had  been  appointed,  Ueutenant-jgovemor  in  the 
room  of  Major  Ross,  and  was  to  follow  with 
anther  detaohma:it  in  the  Gnofgon  man  of  war 
of  forty^four  guns>  by  "winch  ship  it  was 
int^ided  that  tlie  marines  should  xetufn  to 
£^^lafid.  Early  kk  the  nuiming  of  the  23rd 
«na  of  the  mim  at  the  liacdi^oiit:  disoeraed  a  sail 
to  th^  noithward^/imt  the  woother  beconmig 
thick^  soon  lost  sight  of  it    The  bad  weadher 


Digitized 


by  Google 


IttB  THE  HISTORY  OF  [1790. 

€oatinuin^>  it  was  not  seen  again  till  the  i5\h, 
when  word  was  brought  up  to  the  settlement 
that  a  large  ship  apparently  under  jury-masts^ 
was  seen  on  the  coasts  and  on  the  following 
d^y  the  &irprise  transport  anchored  in  the 
cove,  having  on  board  one  captain,  one  lieu- 
tenant, one  surgeon's  mate,  one  serjeant,  one 
coFporal,  one  drummer,  and  twenty-three  pii- 
yatfes  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  together 
with  two  hundred  and  eighteen  male  convicts. 
On  the  28th  the  Neptune  and  Scarborough 
anchored  off  Garden  Island,  and  were  warped 
into  the  cove  the  foUoMdng  morning;  These 
transports  brought  a  number  of  convicts  in  a 
most  deplorable  state.  The  west  side  of  the 
cove  afforded  a  scene  truly  distressing.  Up- 
wards of  thirty  tents  were  pitched  in  front  of 
the  hospital,  for  these  miserable  beings,  many 
of  whom  were  dying  of  scurvy,  dysentery  and 
fever.  Several  died  in  the  boate  as  they  were 
rowing  ashore,  or  at  the  wharf  as  they  were 
lifting  out  of  th^  boats.  Every  care  was  talten 
of  the  wretchedsurvivors  by  the  administering  of 
wine  and  other  necessaries,  and  parties  were  sent 
out  to  collect  a  particular  berry,  the  produce  of 
the  country,  which,  from  its  extreme  acetosity, 
was  deemed  by  the  surgeons  a  powerful  anti- 
scbrbutic. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1790.]  NEW  SOUTH  WALBS.  109 

After  the  relief  of  the  necessities  <^  the  settle^ 
ment,  the  first  thing  that  occurred  to  every  one's 
mind^  was  the  sending  succours,  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch,  to  Norfolk  Island,  the  subsist- 
ence of  which  was  thought  to  be  of  a  very 
precarious  kind,  as  depending  in  a  great  mea*- 
sure  on  its  natural  productions.  The  Surprise 
transport  and  Justinian  storeship  were  accord- 
ingly directed  to  proceed  thithen  By  the  19th 
of  July  the  Justinian  was  cleared  of  her  cargo, 
excepting  about  five  hundred  casks  of  pro- 
visions. Being  ready  before  the  other  vessel 
she  sailed  on  the  28th.  The  master  wai» 
directed,  after  landing  his  stores  and  provisions 
at  Norfolk  Island,  to  proceed  to  Canton,  to 
freight  with  teas  for  Europe.  By  this  ship  the 
governor  sent  dispatches  to  the  secretary  of 
state. 

At  a.  sermon  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  «]Fohnsoli's, 
it  was  observed  that  not  a  few  of  the  female 
dbnvicts  who  had  arrived  in  the  late  ships, 
were  moved  to  tears  by  the  forcible  and 
humane  representation  which  he  addressed  to 
them  oh  their  situation. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  a  corps 
raised  expressly  for  the  service  of  the  colony, 
was  to  be  substituted  for  tlie  marines  that  had 
hitherto  done  the  military  duty,  and  that  part  of 
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this  corpg  had  already  arrived  Prerionsly  to 
the  departure  of  the  marines  from  England  at 
tlie  first  settlement  of  the  colony^  an  assurance 
had  been  given  them  that  those  who  behaved 
well  should  be  allowed  to  quit  the  servk^  on 
Xheir  return,  or  should  when  relieved  be  per- 
.mitted  to  become  settlersv  -  The  tcarms  on 
which  they  were  permitted  to  settle,  were  by 
t^  last  ships  received  in  the  dispatduae^  of  the 
secretary  of  state  to  the  governor^  and  were  as 
follows ;  to  ev^ry  non-commissioned  officer^  an 
allotment  of  one  hundred  and  tMrty  acres^  if 
^gle,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  if  married ; 
to  every  private  eighty  acres  if  single,  and  one 
hiindred  if  married ;  and  ten  acres  for  each 
diild  at  the  time  of  granting  the  aHotm^ait ; 
firce  of  all  fees,^  taxes^  quit-rents  and  deduc- 
tions whatsoever,  for  the  term  of  five  years ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  to  be. liable, 
besides  all  usual  imposts,  to  an  anmml  quit- 
rent  of  one  shilling  for  every  fifty*  acres.  In 
the  case  of  their  chusing  to  continue  in  tbc 
service,  a  bounty  was  offi^ed  of  three  pounds 
per  man  to  every  non-commissioned  officer  a»d 
private,  who  should  enlist  in  the  new  corps, 
(to  form  a  cmnpany  to  be  officered  from  the 
marines^  and  allotments  of  double  the  above 
respective  proportions  of  land,  if  they  bdiav^ 
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well  for  fire  years^  to  commeRce  at  the  eiqpira- 
tion  of  that  time ;  the  said  allotments  not  to  be 
subject  to  any  fee  or  tax  for  ten  years^  and  then 
to  be  Imble  to  the  usual  imposts  and  an  annual 
quit-rent  of  one  shilling  for  every  fifty  acres. 
At  whatever  period  they  received  the  grant, 
they  were  to  be  supplied  with  a  certain  quantity 
of  clothing  and  one  year's  provisions,  with 
seed-grain  and  implements  of  agriculture.  The 
service  of  a  certain  number  of  convicts  was  to 
be  assigned  to  them,  when  they  could  make  it 
appear  that  they  could  maintain,  feed  and 
clothe  them.  In  these  instructions  no  mention 
was  made  of  grants  to  officers.  The  ordinary 
grant  of  land  to  emigrant  settlers  from  Eng* 
land,  was  to  be  the  same  as  to  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  of  marines.  Between  every  two 
allotments  a  space  was  to  be  reserved  equal  to 
the  largest  on  cither  side,  which  space,  as  crown 
land,  was  not  to  be  granted  in  fee,but  might  be 
leased  to  individuals  for  fourteen  years. 

At  ^ose  Hill,  improvements-  were  liow 
(September)  carried  on  with  much  success. 
A  convenient  wharf  and  landing-place  were 
made  at  that  settlement,  and  a  double  line 
of  huts  with  intermediate  spaces,  was  carried 
up  from  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  forming 
a  street  of  considerate  length.    More  com- 
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modious  barracks  were  begun  there,  for  the 
use  of  the  new  corps;  and  a  spacious  garden 
aiipe:!ted  to  them. 

A  general  attention  was  excited  at  this  time 
by  the  entrance  of  a  spermaceti  whale  into  the 
main  harbour.      Those  .who  were  best  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  enormous 
animal,  were  not  without  a  degree  of  alarm, 
which  afterwards  proved  to  be  but  too  well 
founded.     He  differs,  it  seems,  much,  from  his 
dull  kindred  of  the  North  seas,  and  in  nothing^ 
more  than  in  a  disposition  to  mischief.     Several 
boats  very  gallantly  put  off  with  harpoons,  but 
from  the    unskilfulness  of   the   adventurers, 
returned  with  the    sole   success   of    having 
escaped  him.    He  continued  to  range  through 
the  harbour,  and  was  shortly  the  cause  of  a 
very  melancholy  event. .    Three  soldiers,  who 
had  been  for  some  days  fishing,  called  at  the 
Look-out,  where  they  took  into  their  boat  Mn 
Ferguson,  a  midshipman,  who  had  sat  up  the 
preceding  night  to  write  to  his  father,  (Gap- 
tain  James  Ferguson,  lieutenant-governor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,)  and  who  now  took  this 
opportunity  of  bringing  his  letters  to  Sydney, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  dispatched  to 
England  by  one  of  the  return  ships.    The 
whale,  whether  in  his  gigantic  play  or  from  an 
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instinct  to  destroy,  pursued  the  boat  and  overset 
it.  One  of  the  soldiers  reached  the  beach  by 
swimming :  the  three  other  persons  lost  their 
lives  by  this  strange  casualty.  In  Mr.  Ferguson 
the  service  is  said  to  have  lost  a  deserving 
young  man. 

This  dangerous  inmate  continued  to  infest 
the  harbour  for  several  weeks.  At  length 
however  he  ran  himself  ashore  in  Manly  Cove, 
wHere  he  soon  attracted  whole  tribes  of  natives, 
who  flocked  there  from  all  parts  to  regale  upon 
him.  The  governor  was  at  this  time  on  a 
fishing  party  on  some  of  the  shores  in  that 
vicinity.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  day  before 
the  running  aground  of  the  whale,  tTiere  were 
two  of  the  most  extraordinary  hauls  of  fish 
ever  known  in  the  colony.  In  these  two 
hauls  were  taken  nearly  four  thousand  of  a 
species,  called  by  the  colonists  salmoriy  though 
bearing  no  great  resemblance  to  the  fish  of 
that  name.  They  were  upon  an  average  at 
least  five  pounds  each.  The  runaway  native, 
Bennillong,  appearing  at  some  distance,  but 
being  fearful  of  approaching,  had  thirty  or  forty 
of  them  sent  to  him  as  a  sort  of  assurance  that 
he  was  forgiven,  and  as  an  overture  to  his 
return.  The  governor  was  then  induced  by 
curiosity  to  go    to    the  whale-feast,  where 
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B^qnillong  4.1so  came,  having  so  far  laid  uode 

his  fears  as  to  speak  to  him,  and  to  act  upon 

the  occasion  as  a  kind  of  conductor  of  tiM 

Qeremonies  of  the  place,  introducing  sucoesK 

s^vely,  by  name,  and  with  an  importance  truly 

ludicrous,  a  number  of  the  more  distinguished 

natives  assembled  there.     Tlie  scene  however 

soon  changed  to  a  very  serious  one.     A  nativse^ 

who   hg^d  hitherto  stood  at  the  distance,  of 

twenty  or  thirty  yards,  having  been  pointed 

Qut,   the    governor    advanced    towards    him 

gjnipably  extending  his  hands;  upon  whic^ 

the  sayage  withdrew  with  an  air  of  distrust, 

aod  the  governor  following  him  with  a  con^tL- 

Equation  of  the  same  action,  he  took  up  a  lanoe 

from  the  grass  and  darting  it  at  him  with  foroe 

9jad  exactness,   it  entered  a  little  above  the 

ipoUar-bone   and    pierced    through.      It  vmt 

barbed.     The  arms  were  in  the  boat.     The 

gockswaiu  leaped  out  and  fired  a  shot,  which 

however  did  no  execution.     He  was  folloteed 

by  three  pthers  whose  arm$  snapped  and  missed 

fire.     The  savages  dispersed*     The  governor 

npw  retired  with  the   gentlemen  that  weM 

along  with  him,  to  the  boat.     They  had  some 

miles  to  row  before  they  reached  the  settle^ 

ment,  but  the  men  exerting  themselves  to  the 

utmost,  he  wm  af  his  house  in  two  hours^ 
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The  weapon  was  extracted  by  Mr.  Balmain^ 
ussistant-surgeon  of  the  hospital^  who  pro- 
nounced the  wound  not  mortal.  His  sufferings 
did  not  prevent  the  governor's  issuing  the  most 
express  orders  against  any  attempt  at  retalia- 
tion.— ^Thus  might  this  same  spermaceti  whale 
(so  oddly  linked  is  the  chain  of  human  events^^ 
have  been  the  not  very  remote  cause  of  the 
dhsath  of  the  governor^  after  having  been  the 
ifianoiediate  one  of  that  of  tbree  other  persons. 
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CHAPTER  XIV* 

Paramatta. 

It, will  be. recollected  that  the  Supply  wa» 
sent  tp  Batavia  for  provisions ;  but  it  was  no\ir. 
a^iparent  that  had  the. sole  reliance  been  npook 
l^r^  the  consequences  &oin  unavoidable  delaysi, 
and  notwithstanding  the  utmost  endeavours  of 
her  commander,  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  fatal  to  the  colony.  Her  return  did  not 
take  place  till  the  19th  of  September,  when  she 
anchored  in  the  cove  after  an  absence  of  five 
months  and  two  days,  with  part  of  the  provi- 
sions which  Lieutenant  Ball  had  purchased. . 
The  remainder  was  to  follow  in  the  Waak- 
samheyd,  a  Dutch  snow  of  three  hundred  tons 
burden  which  he  had  hired  there  for  that  pur- 
pose. Of  the  provisions  he  had  been  commis- 
sioned to  get,  he  had  only  been  able,  instead  of 
two  hundred  thousand  weight  of  flour,  to  pro- 
cure twenty  thousand  of  that  article ;  but  he 
had  purchased  two  hundred  thousand  weight 
of  rice  over  and  above  the  seventy  thousand 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  governor. .  He 
had  also  procured  the  salt  provisions,  and  the 
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various  other  articles  which. were  in  his  in- 
structions.  Lieutenant  Fowell^  Mr.  Ross  the 
gunner,  and  several  seamen^  had  fallen  victims 
to  ^e  baleful  climate  of  BataAria,  which  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  even  more  than  usually 
unhealthy.  Mr.  Ormsby,  midshipman,  had 
been  left  to  come  on  with  the  Dutch  snow, 
which  it  was  thought  would  be  delayed  for  a 
few  weeks.  That  vessel,  however,  in  conse* 
quence  not  only  of  delays  in  port  but  of  some 
foul  weather  on  her  passage,  did  not  arrive  at 
Sydney  till  the  17th  of  December.  She  was 
manned  principally  with  Malays.  She  brought 
the  remainder  of  the  provisions  purchased  at 
Batavia,  except  forty-two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred weight  of  rice,  which  deficiency  the 
governor  consented  should  be  made  up  by  a 
proportionate  quantity  of  butter,  which  the 
master  had  on  board. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  provisions  had 
been  already  sent  to  Norfolk  Island ;  but  as 
the  ships  that  carried  them  were  to  proceed 
from  thence  to  China,  the  state  of  the  people 
oii  the  island  continued  still  to  be  unknown  at 
Sydney,  and  consequently  was  still  an  object 
of  much  anxiety.  With  the  additions  that 
had  beeii  made  to  the  population,  there  were 
no  fewer  than  ^ve  hundred  persons  there,  ?ind 
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the  difficulties  of  subsistence  must  necesMjriiy 
have  been  great.  On  the  33nd  of  January  tb9 
Supply  sailed  for  that  settlement  with  furtb^ 
succours  and  with  instructions  tp  bring  back 
Captain  Hunter  with  the  officers  and  cr^w  of 
the  Sirius,  which  had  been  wrecked. 

The  master  of  the  Dutch  snow  havii^ 
received  a  power  from  the  owner>  the  Saband^ 
haar  of  Batavia,  either  to  sell  or  hire  out  the 
vessel  to  the  governor,  after  she  should  be 
cleared  of  her  cargo,  His  Excellency  hired  her, 
in  order  to  convey  Captain  Hunter  and  the 
crew  of  the  Siyius  to  England,  when  they 
should  arrive  from  Norfolk  Island.  After  aa 
absence  of  just  five  we^ks  the  Supply  returned 
ft'om  that  settlement.  It  now  appeared  that 
nothing  could  have  been  more  opportune  thaa 
tiie  relief  that  had  been  sent  there  by  the 
Justinian  and  Surprise,  and  which  had  arrived 
on  the  7th  of  August.  The  natural  resources 
of  the  island,  as  was  foreseen,  had  been  the 
principal  dependence  of  the  people  there,  who 
without  them  must  have  inevitably  perished  by 
femine.  With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  fii^ 
it  was  found  that  Governor  Phillip's  expect- 
tion  had  been  too  sanguine.  Both  the  weather 
and  the  difficulties  of  the  coast,  even  for  boats^ 
rendered  that  supply  very  precarious ;  but  the 
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qoimtitiesi  of  k  specie&i  of  bird  which  ha* 
diltained   the   name  of   the   Norfolk  Island 
Fllierel)  aiid  which  the  people  there  had  tAt 
yftftptly    named    the    Bird    of    Providence, 
exceeded  all  calctilfttion.     These  birds  came  itk 
fr©m  the  sea  every  evening,  in  tlouds  literally 
ditrkening  the  air.    They  di^posited  their  egg* 
on  Motint  Pitt,  the  large  hill  in  the  ctotre  of  th^- 
ifltelid,  in  holes  made  by  them  in  the  grotrild^ 
d»d  departed   each    morning  to  i^eek    tbeif 
ibod  again  in  th6  Besu    The  tim6  of  takitig 
ttitftii  Was  at  tiight,  when  they  hovered  in  vast 
Hftiltittides  over  their  nests.     The  method  tl^ 
Wte  to  light  small  fires>  by  which  they  iv^re 
ikt^a^led,  arid  near  which  they  dropped  doWii 
AM  fast  as  the  people  cotild  pick  iheffi  up. 
Whfen  thia  bird  is  upon  the  ground  the  length 
of  its  wings  prevents  its  being  able  to  rise,  untit 
^y  gaining  some  ascent  it  recovers  the  usfe^  of 
titeth. '    For  this  purpose  nature  has  provided  it 
W^  a  strottg  hooked  beak,  by  means  of  wM6h 
Hiikti  climb  a  hill  or  tre6,  so  as  to  throw  itsdf 
dtkm  the  wing.    Its  body  is  but  small  in  pto^ 
pbviion  to  its  appearance  with   its  feathers, 
xirMilh  ar6  exceedingly  thick ;  it  is  web-footed; 
kM  of  a  rusty-black  colour;  it  lays  but  oii^ 
*j^g,  which  is  about  the  size  of  that  of  a  diick, 
tad  yviMi  miiy  be  ifi&id  alibost  to  fill  the  cavity 
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of  the  body.  Its  taste  is  fishy ;  the  e^s  are 
excellent.  At  the  end  of  May,  although  for 
nearly  two  months  there  had  not  been  taken 
less  than  from  two  to  three  thousand  birds 
every  night,  yet  there  appeared  to  be  no  dimi- 
nution of  their  numbers.  Governor  Phillips 
had  mentioned  as  a  resource  the  vast  quantity 
of  tropic  birds  and  gannets  which  might  be 
caught  upon  the  two  small  islands  off  the  coast. 
"  But  if,"  says  Captain  Hunter,  "  the  governor 
^^  had  ever  spent  a  winter  upon  Norfolk  Island 
"  as  I  have  done,  he  certainly  would  not  have 
^^  laid  any  stress  either  upon  this  resource  or 
"upon  fishing.  I  have  seen  the  weather  so 
"  stormy  and  the  surf  so  high  for  near  a  month 
"  together,  that  a  boat  could  not  be  launched 
"  more  than  twice  during  that  time,  and  then 
"  only  for  a  few  hours." 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  relief 
of  the  island  had  not  taken  place  till  the  7th  of 
August.  Its  natural  resources  had,  by  that 
time  in  a  great  degree  failed.  Even  the  birds 
uppn  Mount  Pitt  were  becoming  scarce.  The 
supply  of  vegetables  which  from  the  fertility  of 
the  soiUand  quick  succession  of  crops  of  every 
kind  might  be  supposed  inexhaustible,  had 
failed  in  a  great  degree  firom  the  effept  of 
caterpillars  and  various  insects  generated  by 
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the  quantity  of  thick  cover  upon  the  island. 
Of  the  meal  and  salt  provisions  although  they 
had  been  spared  as  much  as  possible^  there  was 
Hiot  a  sufficiency  left  to  last  for  more  than  a  few 
weeks* 

Captain  Hunter  and  the  crew  of  the  Sinus 
being  returned  to  Sydney,  now  prepared  for 
their  voyage  to  England  in  the  Waaksamheyd, 
Two  seamen  having  the  option  to  depart  or  to 
become  settlers,  chose  to  remain  at  Sydney,  and 
eight  others  with  two  marines  returned  to  Nor- 
folk Island.  The  rest  set  sail  for  Europe  on 
the  28th  of  March. 

On  the  10th  and  1 1th  of  that  month  an 
excessive  heat  had  prevailed  at  Sydney,  which 
was  thought  to  be  principally  owing  to  the 
winds  blowing  from  forests  that  had  been  set 
on  fire  by  the  natives. 

On  the  very  day  that  the  Dutch  snow  sailed 
for  Europe  an  enterprise  was  undertaken,  which 
from  its  boldness  and  partial  success  seems 
not  unworthy  of  being  mentioned.  William 
Bryant,  a  convict,  with  his  wife  and  two  chil^ 
dren  and  seven  other  convicts,  made  their 
escape  in  a  fishing  boat  with  the  intention  of 
getting  to  England.  The  result  of  this  attempt 
without  an  explanation  of  circumstances  might 
very  naturally  be  treated   as  incredible,  for 
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certain  it  is  that  the  woman  and  dtie  child 
together  with  four  of  the  donviotd  reaohed 
London.  Bryant  had  obtained  from  the  majitM^' 
of  the  WaaWmheyd  a  compass^  a  quadrant^* 
chart,  and  such  information  as  might  assist  hilA 
in  reaching  Timor.  He  was  himself  conver- 
gant  in  the  management  of  a  boat,  and  one  or 
two  of  the  convicts  who  accompanied  him  had 
some  knowledge  of  navi^tion.  The  party 
reached  Timor  and  afterwards  Batavia.  At 
ttus  latter  place  Bryant  died,  as  also  one  child 
and  two  of  the  men.  Another  is  said  to  have( 
been  drowned  in  the  straits  of  Sunda.  Th^ 
four  surviving  convicts,  with  the  woman  and 
child,  vrere  apprehended  at  Batavia  and  deli^ 
rered  up  to'  Captain  Edward  of  the  Pandot«i, 
who  found  means  aflerwardB  to  convey  th^itf 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Englan^^^ 
These  adventurers  on  their  arrival  in  Loikibn^ 
independently  of  the  commiseration  which  die 
various  sufferings  they  Imd  gone  through  natii^ 
rally  excited,  were  considered  with  a  sort  <Jf 
interest,  as  having  performed  an  extraordinai^ 
achievement.  The  convicts  however  were 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  remainder 
o€  their  term. 

The  t<ywn  at  Rose  Hill  was  at  this  time 
(June)  rapidly  improving,  and  as  its  building^ 
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public  and  private^  its  gardens,  and  particu- 
larly its  long  street  reaching  to  the  landings 
place  greatly  exceeded  the  original  plan^  it 
received  from  the  governor  the  new  name  of 
Paramatta,  that  being  thie  native  appellation 
fen:  the  ground  on  which  it  stood. 

Amongst  a  variety  of  usefal  objects  whidi 
had  lately  employed  the  attention  of  that 
settlement,  was  the  establishment  of  a  barter 
with  the  natives  for  fish.  Such  an  int^course 
Intd  long  been  desired  by  the  military  officers 
and  other  inhabitants,  and  every  eSbit  had 
been  made  to  overcome  a  shyness  in  those 
people,  which  was  susqpected  to  be  but  too  well 
finmded.  Fish  was  by  these  means  at  length 
brought  up  by  them  in  ecmsiderable  quantitiesiy 
particularly  a  species  of  mullet  which  was 
excellent ;  and  they  received  for  it  in  exchange, 
broad,  salt  provisions,  fishing-tackle,  and  other 
artides^  This  intercourse*  was  however  broke 
up  by  the  villainy  of  some  coaivictB,  wbo^ 
destroyed  the  canoe  of  a  yoimg  native,  winle 
he  was  absent,  at  the  huts.  His  rage  upon 
discovering  the  injury  wa^  extcemey  and  he 
ti^eatened  reresige  upon  all  white  peopler 
Aocxirdingly,  on  meeting  a  few  days  afterward! 
with  a  poor  wretch  who  had  strayed  from 
Paramatta  sis  far  as  the  Flats,  he  wounded  hiiii 
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in  two  places  with  a  spear.  Three  of  the 
persons  concerned  in  destroying  the  canoe  had 
really  been  punished,  and  pains  were  taken  to 
make  the  native  believe  that  one  of  them  would 
be  put  to  dieath.  But  nothing  could  make  him 
relinquish  the  design  of  executing  with  his  own. 
hands  what  he  conceived  to  be  justice. 

A  disposition  personally  to  forgave,  and  to 
refer  to  the  social  arm  the  punishment  of  inju* 
ries,  on  mere  principles  ot  abstract  justice,  is 
a  refinement  not  to  be  expected  of  a  savage. 
But  though  the  natural  impulse  of  resentment 
is  not  wholly  to  be  condemned,  yet  neither 
could  Ballooderry's  ideas  of  justice  be  exactly 
admitted,  and  he  was  warned,  that  if  he  appeared 
again  in  either  of  the  settlements  he  would  be 
punished.  This  affair  put  an  end  to  the  inter- 
course, at  least  for  a  considerable  time. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  the  Matilda,  the  iirrt 
of  an  expected  fleet  of  transports,  arrived,  after 
an  extraordinary  passage  of  only  four  months 
and  five  days  from  Portsmouth.  She  had  on 
board  two  hundred  and  five  male  convicts,  one 
ensign,  one  serjeant,  one  corporal,  one  driimmer, 
and  nineteen  privates  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps,  together  with  stores  and  provisions  suffi- 
cient for  the  use  of  the  whole  of  the  above 
persons,  for  nine  months  after  their  arrivaL 
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Part  of  these  convicts  and  eleven  of  the  soldiers 
virere  immediately  sent  to  Norfolk  Island. 

On  the  30th  of  the  same  month  the  Atlantic 
transpcHTt  anchored  in  the  cove.  She  had 
sailed  from  England  with  two  hundred  and 
twenty  male  convicts,  a  serjeant  and  some 
soldiers,  together  with  supplies.  The  Sala«* 
nander  arrived  next  day  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  male  convicts  and  a  Serjeant's 
party,  with  provisions  and  stores.  The  serjeant 
had  in  the  course  of  the  voyage  deserted.  The 
public  ration  which  had  before  been  curtailed, 
was  now  fully  restored.  On  the  38th  the 
William  and  Ann  transport  arrived.  There 
being  now  a  considerable  number  of  officers 
and  seamen  in  the  town  firom  the  above-men- 
tioned ships,  it  became  a  matter  of  much  diffi- 
culty to  restrain  the  unlawful  introduction  of 
spkituous  liquors. 

There  are  acts  of  malignity  for  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  principle  in 
the  human  mind.  The  canoe  of  a  native  who 
had  been  paddling  round  one  of  the  transports 
and  had  at  last,  upon  invitation,  ventured  on 
board,  was  wantonly  sunk  by  one  of  the  seamen. 
The  offender  was  sentenced  to  a  corporal 
punishment,  which  was  however  remitted,  but 
A^  s)nt  plclothes  :W^  awarded  as  a  compensation 
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to  the  natural  and  manly  feelings  of  the  injured 
party.  It  must  be  owned  that  clothes  were  a 
whimsical  medium  of  damages  to  a  savage  who 
went  habitually  naked.  The  compematicm 
however  was  just  and  laudable  though  not 
very  appropriate,  and  the  culprit  did  not  escape 
a  ckgree  of  punishment,  by  him  perhaps 
tixought  more  severe  than  the  intended  one; 
for  he  was  confined  to  his  ship  during  the 
remainder  of  her  stay  in  port. 

Many  settlers  were  by  this  time  fixed  on 
their  different  allotments^  in  situations  chosen 
for  them  with  a  view  to  tjonvenience  and  pt^ 
ductiveness*  Twelve  convicts,  whose  terms  of 
transportation  had  expired,  were  placed  itt  a 
range  of  ^rms  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  named 
Prospect  Hill,  about  four  milfe  westof  Pam* 
inatta.  To  this  number  were  soon  after'adkkd 
six  more.  At  the  Ponds,  two  miles  to  fte 
north<-east  were  sixteen  settlera.  At  tJie  Field 
of  Mars,  on  the  north  shore  near  the  entram^ 
of  the  creek  leading  to  Paramatta,  lands  w«fe 
assigned  to  eight  settlers  (marines);  at  tii€ 
creek,  to  seven.  There  were  besides  Xh&m 
settlements  some  smaller  ones  in  the  sam^ 
neighbcmrhood.  The  conditions  held  out  to 
these  persons  were  that  they  should  be  victualled 
and  <^hed  frotti  t^  public  stdiie  for  dgbteen 
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montbsj;  furnished  with  tools  and  implements 
oi  husbandry,  also  with  seed  grain,  and  sudi 
live- stock  as  could  be  spared  from  the  public 
property.  They  were  likewise  to  have  assigned 
t^m  the  services  of  such  number  of  convicts 
as  the  governor  should  think  proper,  on  their 
making  it  appear  that  they  could  feed  qnd 
dothe  them. 

In  these  settlements,  particularly  at  Prospiect 
Hiil  and  the  Ponds,  much  inconvenience  was 
ioxmd  to  arise  from  the  usual  arrangem^t  of 
oserving  for  the  crown,  a  space  between  every 
two  allotments  equal  to  the  largest  grant  on 
either  side,  in  consequence  of  which  a  tfaich 
wood  of  at  least  thirty  acres  usually  lay  betw^cfla 
<svefy  two  tenements.  The  most  frightAil 
consequences  might  follow  in  such  a  country 
from  the  harbour  which  these  covers  afibrded 
either  to  robbers  or  the  savages.  During  this 
toonth  information  was  received,  that  a  much 
larger  part;^  of  the  latter  than  was  almost 
ever  seen  assembled  at  one  place,  had  destroyed 
Ae  hut  of  a  settler  at  Prospect  Hill,  who 
Would  very  probably  haVe  been  killed  by  them 
but  for  the  accidental  appearance  of  another 
settler  with  a  gun.  The  experience  of  such 
alarming  incidents^  and 'indeed  the  natural 
consequences  of  the  arraiagement  ija  question 
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under  such  circumstances^  determined  tlie 
governor  to  depart  in  many  instances  from  the 
letter  of  his  instructions  upon  this  head,  and 
make  grants  of  the  intermediate  spaces. 

On  the  21st  of  September  his  Majesty's  ship 
the  Gorgon  of  forty-four  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Parker,  anchored  within  the  heads  of 
the  harbour  and  next  morning  reached  the 
settlement.  She  brought  with  her  a  sufficiency 
of  provisions  for  six  months  for  nine  hundred 
persons ;  also  a  quantity  of  military  and  naval 
stores.  She  had  remained  some  weeks  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  took  in  there  far  the 
colony  three  bulls,  twenty-three  cows,  sixty- 
ei^t  sheep,  eleven  hogs,  some  fruit  trees, 
garden  seeds,  and  other  articles.  About  a 
third  of  the  cattle  died  on  the  passage.  The 
chaplain  and  quarter-master  of  the  New  South 
Wales  corps,  also  Mr.  Charles  Grimes,  com- 
missioned as  a  deputy-surveyor-general  to  be 
employed  in  Norfolk  Island,  arrived  in  this 
ship. 

Mr.  King,  the  late  comonandant  of  Norfolk 
Island,  was  now  appointed  by  his  Majesty 
lieutenant-governor  of  that  settlement  and  a 
commander  in  the  navy. 

By  the  Gorgon  was  received  the  public 
seal  that  was  to  be  affixed  to  all  instruments 
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drawn  in  his  Majesty's  name.  In  its  device^ 
attentiim  had  been  paid  to  local  and  peculiar 
circumstances.  On  the  obverse  were  the 
King's  arms^  with  the  royal  titles  in  the  margin^ 
6i|  the  reverse  a  representatibn  of  persons 
landing  in  the  colony,  who  were  received  by 
iBdiMtrUy  surrounded  with  merchandize  and 
utensils  of  agriculture,  and  pointing  to  oxen 
ploughing,  a  town  and  fort  constructing,  and 
ships  in  the  harbour.  In  the  margin  are  the 
words  Sigilkim.  Nov.Camb.  Aust.  and  for  a 
motto,  Sicfortis  Etruria  crevit  Th6  seal  was 
of  silver,  its  weight  forty-six  ounces,  and  the 
devices  very  well  executed. 

On  the  26th  the  Active  transport  from  Eng- 
land  and  the  Queen  transport  from  Ireland^ 
anchored  in  the  cove.  On  board  the  Active 
besides  a  seijeant's  guard,  were  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  male  convicts.  An  officer's 
party  were  on  board  the  Queen  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twaity-six  male  and  twenty-three 
female  convicts  and  three  children.  These 
ships  had  been  unhealthy  and  had  lost  some  of 
their  number.  The  sick  were  landed  with  all 
e:$:pedition  and  received  immediate  medical 
assistance.  The  remainder  were  brought  cm 
shore  in  an  emaciated  and  feeble  condition. 
They  in  general  complained  of  not  receiving 
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the  allowance  intended  for  them.  Of  this  the 
convicts  from  the  Queen  made  a  formal  coin- 
plaint  against  the  master.  ,  A  legal  inquiry 
took  place,  and  upon  all  the  circumstances 
being  laid  before  the  governor,  he  determined 
on  transmitting  them  to  England  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  as  the  most  advisable  step  which 
the  nature  of  the  proofs  admitted  of. 

Several  more  transports  arrived  about  the  / 
middle  of  October.  Of  these,  the  Albemarle 
had  nearly  been  taken  possession  of  at  sea  by 
the  convicts.  The  attempt  was  frustrated  by 
Mr.  George  Bowen,  the  master,  who  had  just 
time  to  seize  a  loaded  blunderbuss  and  lodge 
its  contents  in  the  shoulder  of  one  of  them,  then 
in  the  act  of  aiming  a  blow  with  a  cutlass  at 
the  mun  at  the  wheel.  The  others  ran  below 
but  were  speedily  secured,  and  the  two  riug^ 
leaders,  after  a  short  consultation  between  the 
ship's  company  and  the  military,  were  hanged 
at  the  fore-yard-arm.  .Two  seamen  who  were 
proved  to  have  supplied  them  with  instruments 
for  sawing  off  their  irons,  were  left  at  the 
Island  of  Madeira  to  be  sent  prisoners.  tQ 
England.  ^ 

The  different  transports  having  met  with 
many  spermaceti  whales  between  Port  Jackson 
3ind  the  South  Cape,  five  pf  them  were  at  the 
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request  of  the  masters  cleared  for  that  fishery, 
viz.  the  Mary  Ann,  Matilda,  William  and  Ann, 
Salamander  and  Britannia. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  the  anniversary  of 
his  Majesty's  accession,  upwards  of  fifty  officers 
were  entertained  at  the  governor's  table;  a 
much  greater  number  of  men  df  that  rank, 
than  the  colony  had  ever  before  seen  assembled 
together  on  any  similar  occasion.  The  Gorgon 
fired  a  salute  of  one-aod-twenty  guns. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Arrival  of  IJevtenanUGovernor  Grose. 

J[n  Decfsmber  the  marines  that  had  come  out 
at  the  first  planting  of  the  colony,  embarked 
for  England  on  board  the  Gorgon.  The  ship 
sailed  on  the  eighteenth  of  that  month. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  the  signal  was 
made  for  a  sail,  and  shortly  after,  the  Pitt,  Cap- 
tain Edward  Manning,  anchored  in  the  cove, 
from  England.  She  had  on  board  Francis 
Grose,  Esq.  lieutenant-governor  of  the  settle- 
ment and  major-commandant  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps,  one  company  of  which 
together  with  the  adjutant  and  surgeon's  mate, 
now  arrived  along  with  him.  She  brought 
out  three  hundred  and  nineteen  male  and  forty-^ 
nine  female  convicts,  five  children  and  seven 
free  women,  vHith  salt  provisions  sufficient  to 
serve  that  number  of  people  ten  months.  She 
alsQ  brought  out  with  her  a  sloop  in  pieces,  of 
the  burden  of  forty-one  tpns.  This  vessel's 
keel  was  immediately  laid  down^  on  blocks 
fixed  for  the  purpose  near  the  landing-place  oij 
|he  east  side  of  the  ipoyej  but  it  was  generally 
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r^retted  that  she  had  not  been  put  together^ 
coppered^  and  sent  out  manned  and  officered 
from  England.  By  these  means  the  colony 
would  have  received  many  articles  which  were 
necessarily  shut  out  to  gain  stowage  for  her. 

In  the  month  of  March  forty-two  acres  of 
good  land^  some  miles  to  the  north-west  of 
Paramatta^  were  sown  with  Indian  com.  This 
place  was  called  by  the  natives  Toongabbee, 
and  still  retains  that  name  amongst  the  settlers. 
It  is  now  named  Wakefield. 

In  April  the  foundations  of  two  buildings  of 
importance  were  laid  at  Paramatta/ a  town 
hall  and  an  hospital.  A  sort  of  regular  market 
was  also  attempted  for  poultry^  fish^  grain^ 
vegetables,  live  stock  and  any  other  articles  for 
which  there  might  be  a  demand. 

It  will  appear  extraordinary  to  the  reader^ 
that  hand-mills  and  wooden  mortars  were,  as 
yet,  the  only  means  used  in  the  colony  for  the 
preparation  of  grain. 

Friday  the  thirteenth  was  a  day  very  pain« 
fidly  distinguished  by  the  death  of  Mr.  David 
Burton,  a  young  man  who,  from  the  variousr 
talents  be  possessed,  pjarticularly  in  botany  and 
surveying,  had  been  considered  as  a  gr^t 
acquisition  to  the  colony.  He  had  gone  out 
the  preceding  Saturday  witli  Ensign  Beckwith 
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and  a  party^  to  kill  ducks  upon  the  Nepean* 
It  is  remarkable  that  he  expressed  a  kind  of 
presentiment  of  some  misfortune.  He  conti- 
nued to  be  tormented  with  this  idea  till  his 
gun,  by  some  mismanagement,  (for  he  was  not 
habituated  to  fire-arms,)  went  off,  and  narrowly 
missed  lodging  its  contents  in  the  body  of  the 
person  who  immediately  preceded  him  through 
the  woods.  l%is  it  seems  he  <M>nBidered  as  the 
Ailfilment  of  his  pr^^etic  feeling.  Having 
reached  however  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
being  within  view  of  the  game,  he  ha&iily 
t^ted  the  butt  of  his  pece  on  the  ground 
amongst  the  grass  and  shrubs,  in  order  to 
elevate  himself  upon  the  stump  of  a  tree.  It 
again  went  off  and  the  contents,  ent»ing  at  his 
wrists  forced  their  way  between  tte  two  bones 
erf  his  right  arm,  to  th^  elbow.  Mr*  Beckwith 
stopped  the  efiiision  of  blood  with  bandages 
torn  from  a  dbirt.  The  accident  happaied  at 
five  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  was  not  til]  ten 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  following  day,  that 
Mr.  Burton  was  brought  into  Paramatta. 
Amputation  was  not  deemed  advisable  with 
the  fever  and  inflamation  that  had  taken  place, 
and  he  died  of  a  mortification. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  at  a  moment,  at  which 
(he  colcmy  was  suffering  some  distress  from  a 
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considerable  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  had 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  low  state  of 
the  public  stores^  the  general  uneasiness  was 
relieved  by  an  arrival,  which  was  the  result  of 
the  governor's  prudent  foresight,  so  long  before 
as  the  month  of  October.  At  that  period^ 
recollecting  the  very  alarming  and  almost 
desperate  state  to  which  the  colony  had  been 
reduced  in  June  1790,  and  the  possibility  of  the 
recurrence  of  circumstances  equally  distressing, 
he  hired  the  Atlantic  transport  and  dispatched 
her  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Bowen, 
to  Bengal,  for  provisions.  Her  arrival  now 
at  Sydney  produced  an  universal  joy.  Sh^ 
brought  a  very  considerable  cargo^of  rice, 
soujee  and  dhoU.  She  brought  also  two  bulls 
and  a  cow  of  the  diminutive  Bengal  breed, 
twenty  sheep  and  twenty  goats ;  also  various 
seeds  and  plants  from  the  Company's  botanical 
garden.  Much  acknowledgment  was  due  to 
Colcmel  Kydd,  the  gentleman  who  super- 
intended the  selection  and  arrangement  of 
these  latter  for  the  voyage,  as  also  for  Lieu- 
tenant Bowen's  careftd  attention  to  their  pre- 
servation. But  the  cargo  was  far  from  restoring 
what  might  be  called  plenty  to  the  colony  j 
more  especially  as  part  of  it  was  found  damaged^ 
particularly  the  iloiir  or  soujee. 
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On  the  26th  of  July  the  still  welcome  signal 
was  made  from  the  look-out,  and  a  few  hours 
aft§r  the  BritaEnnia  storeship  anchored  in  the 
cove,  after  a  passage  of  twenty-three  weeks 
from  Falmouth.  '  She  brought  out  twelve 
months  clothing  for  the  convicts  iand  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  flpur^  beef  and  pork. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  this  month 
thought  fit  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  him 
by  his  Majesty's  commission  imder  the  great 
seal,  of  remitting  either  wholly  or  in  part  the 
term  for  which  felons  might  be  transported,  by 
granting  an  absolute  pardon  to  Elizabeth 
Perry.  This  woman  came  out  in  the  Neptune 
in  1 790,  and  had  married  James  Ruse  a  settlor. 
The  good  conduct  of  the  wife  and  the  industry 
of  the  husband,  who  haid  for  some  time  sup- 
ported himself,  his  wife,  a  child  and  two  other 
persons,  without  assistance  from  the  public 
store,  were  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  instru- 
ment which  restored  her  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  a  free  woman.  This  power  had 
hitherto  been  very  sparingly  exercised;  but 
those  persons  who  had  been  the  objects  of  it, 
were  not  found  to  be  undeservinjg.  ^  The 
convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Guardian  were 
emancipated  by  the  King's  command. 

The  Atlantic  was  now  sent  to  Norfolk 
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Island  with  a  supply  of  provisions  and  twenty- 
two  male  convicts,  some  of  whom  were  ,arti» 
ficersy  and  others  professed  themselyes  to  have  a 
knowledge  of  dressing  flax,  also  two  settlers  who 
had  belonged  to  the  marines,  and  a  free  woman 
wife  to  one  of  the  convicts. 

On  the  7th  of  October  the  Royal  Admiral 
East*Indiaman  commanded  by  Captain  Bond 
anchored  in  the  cove  from  England,  whence 
she  had  sailed  on  the  30th  of  May.  Her 
passage  fronj  the  .Cape  of  Good  Hope  was 
particularly  rapid,  having  been  performed  in 
five  weeks.  She  brought  with  her,  stores  and 
provisions,  one  serjeant,  oiie  corporal  and  nine- 
teen privates  belonging  to  the  New  South 
Wales  corps,  also  a  master-miller,  a  master*^ 
carpenter,  and  a  person  professing  a  knowledge 
of  the  cultivation  of  land  as  a  science,  together^ 
with  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  male  and 
forty-seven  female  convicts.  On  the  24th  the 
Britannia  sailed  for  thie  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
having  been  hired  by  the  officers  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps  to  bring  from  thence 
horses,  cows,  and  a  variety  of  articles  of  com- 
fort and  convenience,  which  the  public  stores 
could  not  afford. 

This  month  closed  with  a  circumstance  that 
excited  an  unfeigned  concern  in  the  settlement. 
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Crovemor  Phillip  signified  a  determination  of 
quitting  his  govenunent  and  returning  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Atlantic,  which  was  now  come  back 
from  Norfolk  Island.  His  declining  state  of 
health,  and  the  hopes  that  the  voyage  and  the 
return  to  his  native  air,  with  an  exemption 
from  the  fatigues  and  anxieties  of  public  duty, 
might  be  the  means  of  its  restoration,  were  his 
motives  for  adopting  this  resolution.  His 
Excellency  had  at  the  same  time  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  the  public  grounds  wear  every 
appearance  of  a  productive  harvest.  At  Wake- 
field* the  forty-two  acres  of  wheat  sown  about 
the  middle  of  March,  looked  remarkably  weH. 
Other  wheats,  from  being  six  weeks  later,  did 
not  look  so  fine  or  abundant,  but  still  held 
out  hopes  of  an  ample  return.  The  Indian 
com  was  all  got  into  the  ground  and  such  of  it 
as  was  up  had  a  promising  appearance. 

On  the  1st  of  November  the  Philadelphia 
brigantine,  Mr.  Thomas  Patrickson  master, 
anchored  in  the  cove  from  Philadelphia.  It 
had  been  suggested  to  him,  that  the  carrying 
supplies,  chiefly  of  provisions,  to  the  colony, 
might  prove  a  good  speculation.  He  accord- 
ingly brought  a  cargo  consisting  of  American 

♦  TooDgabbee. 
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beef^  nim^  gin,  wine,  tobacco,  pitdi  and  tar* 
The  governor  directed  the  commissary  to  pur- 
chase such  part  as  he  thought  it  most  desirable 
to  procure  for  the  colony,  and  five  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  barrds  of  American-cured  beef,  each 
barrel  containing  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  pounds,  and  twenty-seven  barrels  of  pitch 
and  tar  were  taken  into  store ;  the  expense  of 
which  amounted  to  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  pounds  elieven  shillings.  The 
adventure  ivas  i^ot  a  disadvantageous  one  to 
the  American.  A  great  part  of  the  cargo, 
whidi  was  not  taken  by  government,  was 
disposed  of  to  private  persons.  The  governor 
also  hired  this  vessel  to  take  provisions  to 
Norfbik  Island,  giving  one  hundred  and  fifty 
po«mds  §0T  the  run. 

Some  warrants  of  emancipation  now  passed 
the  seal  of  the  territory,  to  certain  convicts  who 
had  appeared  deserving  of  such  a  favour,  and 
who  now  became  settles.  Amongst  others, 
Mr.  George  Barrington  of  play-house  memory, 
was  emancipated,  with  the  restriction  only  of 
not  returning  to  England.  He  also  received  a 
grant  of  thirty  acres  of  land,  in  a  very  eli^ble 
situation  near  Paramatta,  and  was  regularly 
sworn  in  as  a  peace  officer.  He  had  from  the 
fiist  been  treated  with  a  certain  confidence  by 
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the  governor,  who  thought  he  saw  ^  disposition^ 
to  amendment  in  him,  and  he  had  made  himself 
highly  useful  in  the  colony,  particularly  about 
Paramatta,  in  situations  in  which  he  had  shewn 
diligence,  sobriety  and,  even,  honesty. 

On  the  18th  the  Kitty  transport  anchored  in 
the  cove  from  England,  after  a  tedious  passage 
of  thirty- three  weeks  by  Rio  Janeiro  and  the 
iCape  of  Good  Hope.  She  had  twice  sailed 
from  England.  On  her  first  departure,  having 
on  board  thirty  female  and  ten  male  convicts^ 
she  had  been  obliged  to  put  back  to  Spithead 
to  stop  a  leak  which  she  had  sprung  in  her 
raft  port,  on  which  occasion  eight  of  the  ten 
male  convicts  found  means  to  escape.  This  was 
a  circumstance  to  be  regretted;  for  they  had 
been  particularly  selected  as  men  who  might 
be  useful  in  the  .colony.  Of  the  two  who 
remained,  the  one  was  a  brick-maker  and  the 
other  a  joiner.  When  the  cargo  was  landing 
it  was  found  to  have  suffered  considerably;  the 
flour  in  particular  was  damaged.  Of  a  number 
of  iron  pots  which  had  been  put  on  board  for 
the  use  of  tlie  convicts,  a  great  part  were  either 
broken  or  cracked,  having  been  injudiciously 
stowed  amongst  the  provision* casks  in  the 
hold.  There  arrived  in  this  ship,  two  chests 
goutaining  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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seventy  ounces  of  silver  in  dollars,  amounting' 
to  one  thousand  and  one  pounds  sterling. 
This  remittance  was  sent  out  to  pay  artificersi 
and  superintendants,  to  whom  an  arrear  was 
due.  A  deficiency  of  currency  had  been  much 
felt.  When  the  marines  who  had  become 
settlers^  .were  discharged,  the  commissary  wa* 
obliged  to  give  them  notes,  which  afterwardd' 
passed  in  traffic  and  answered  locally  the  pur* 
poses  of  money. 

The  female  convicts  who  arrived  in  the 
Kitty,  were  immediately  sent  to  Paramatta. 

Government  had  put  cm  board  this  tirans^ 
port,  a  naval  agent,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
that  no  unnecessary  delays  were  made  in  the 
voyage,  and  that  the  convicts  on  boarcl  were 
not  oppressed  by  the  master  or  hi&  people. 
This  olBcer  oh  his  arrival,  stated  to  the 
governor  his  opinion  that  the  master  had  not 
made  the  best  of  his  way,  and  that  he  had 
remaiiiied  longer  in  the  port  of  Rio  Janeiro  - 
ttian  there  could  possibly  have  been  occasion  for. 
He  likewise  mentioned  several  disagreements 
which  had  ciccurred  between  him  and  the 
Master,  in  which  the  latter  seemed  to  think 
very  lightly  of  the  authority  of  a  naval  ageiit 
m  boar4  bis  ship.    There  lyas  also  in  the 
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sande  ship  a  medical  gentleman,  appointed  by 
government,  for  the  express  purpose  of  attending 
to  such  convicts  as  might  be  sick  during  the 
voyage. 

At  Paramatta  a  brick  hospital  consisting  of 
two  wards  was  finished  this  month.  The  spot 
chosen  for  this  building  was  at  some  distance 
from  the  main  street,  and  a  considerable 
enclosed  space  was  annexed  for  the  benefit  of 
air  and  exercise. 

At  this  time  the  quantity  of  land,  which  had 
been  granted  to  settlers  under  the  seal  of  the 
colony,  amounted  to  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy  acres,  of  which  quantity  four 
hundred  and  seventeen  acres  and  a  half  were 
in  cultivation,  and  the  timber  cleared  from 
part  of  the  remainder.  The  public  ground  in 
cultivation  at  this  time  amounted  to  one  thou- 
sand and  twelve  acres. 

In  pursuance  of  his  determination>  which  we 
have  already  mentioned.  Governor  Phillip  was 
nowonthe  point  of  quitting  the  settlement.  The 
jaccomniodationfi  for  his  Excellency  and  several 
officers  on  their  return  home,  being  complete^ 
]he  eihbarked  on  board  the  Atlantic  on  the 
|Oth  of  December. 

jHe  took  with  Jiiro  two  of  the  natives  of  the 
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country,  also  one  or  two  convicts  who  were 
recommended  to  this  favour  by  their  good 
conduct,  and  many  of  the  productions  of  the 
country  both  animal  and  v^etable.  On  the 
11th  he  set  sail.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
say,  that  he  was  not  merely  attended  to  the 
shore  with  the  honours  due  to  his  rank, 
but  with  the  sincere  regret  of  all  classes  of 
people. 

Mr.  Phillip  was  a  man  of  undeniable  merit; 
at  once  ardent  and  firm  in*  the  execution  of  his 
duty.  His  faults  could  scarcely  be  called  such ; 
a  quickness  of  temper,  a  disposition  more 
peremptory  than  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
command,  a  too  punctilious  jealousy  of  station^ 
with  manners  founded  upon,  these  qualities* 
But  if  that  amenity  was  wanting,  which 
bistoory  has  sometimes  delighted  to  paint  in  the 
characters  of  her  favourites,  he  was  not  essen- 
tially harsh  or  severe.  He  scorned  the  display 
or  semblance  of  that  benevolence,  of  which,  it 
must  have  been  seen  in  the  course  of  this  narf- 
rative,  that  he  had  such  well-founded  plaims  tq 
the  reality. 

The  administration  of  the  colony,  in  the 
absence  of  a  governor,  now  devolved,  by  his 
Majesty's  letters  patent,  upon  the  lieutenant? 
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governor^  and  the  usual  oatfa^  were  administer^ 
by  the  judge-advocate. 

At  this  time^  the  Hope^  an  American  ship^ 
from  Rhode  Island^  commanded  by  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Page^  put  into  the  cove  for  wood  and 
water.  She  had  a  cargo  of  spirits  and 
American-cured  beef  for  sale,  part  of  which 
the  lieutenant-governor  thought  it  advisable 
to  purchase.  This  ship  had  touched  at  the 
Falkland  Islands,  in  order  to  collect  skins  from 
the  diflFerent  American  vessels  employed  there 
in  the  seal  trade,  which  article  she  was  to  carry 
to  the  Chinese  market.  Her  passage  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been -performed  in 
two  months  and  one  day*  The  master  said 
he  found  the  prevailing  winds  to  be  from  the 
N, W.  ajid  described  the  weather  as  the  hiost 
boisterous  lie  had  ever  known  for  such  a  length 
of  time.  A  few  days  after  this  ship,  the 
Chesterfield  whaler,  an  English  vessel,  put  into 
the  cove.  .  . 

A  suffocating  closeness  of  the  atmosphere 

.was  produced  at  this  time,  from  the  circuin- 

'  stance  of  the'  woods  and  grass  having,  from 

whatever  cause,  been  on  fire  for  a  considerable 

extent 

Between  the   lat  of  January  and  31st.  of 
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December  I792y  the  diminution  of  the  nmnbers 
by  death  in  the  colony,  was  as  follows ;  two 
peiscms  of  the  civil  department,  six  soldiers, 
four  hundred  and  eighteen  male  convicts, 
eighteen  female  convicts  and  twenty-nine  chil- 
dren; two  convicts  were  executed  and  three 
lost  in  the  woods ;  in  all  four  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  persons. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
AUoimemtiofJjcmdto  Settler 8. 

On  the  15th  of  January  a  ship  was  seen  from 
the  look-out.  In  the  evening,  sl  lorge  fire  was 
made  for  the  stranger's  information.  At  ten 
o'clock  the  foUovidng  morning,  the  Bellona 
transport  anchored  ^in  the  cove  from  England^ 
having  on  board  a  cargo  of  stores  and  provi- 
sions, seventeen  female  convicts,  five  settlers 
with  their  families,  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Thorpe,  engaged  as  a  master  mill-wright  at  a 
certain  *tlary,  together  with  a  master  black- 
smith. Amongst  other  articles,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  wine  and  spirits  were  by  this  ship 
consigned  to  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  sold  to  the  officers  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary establishments  at  prime  cost.  This  mea- 
sure had  been  adopted  by  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment for  the  accommodation  of  those  gentlemen, 
in  consequence  of  the  impositions  to  which  it 
was^ound  that  they  were  liable  both  in  price 
and  quality,  i7«(hen  dependent  upon  the  ordinary 
means  of  supply. 

The  settlers  who  came  out  in  this  transport, 
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received  aUotments  of  iand  the  following  months 
a  few  miles  from  Sydney^  in  a  situation  to 
which  they  chose  to  give  the  name  of  Liberty 
Plains.  One  of  them,  Thomas  Rose,  a  farmer 
from  Dorsetshire,  in  coninderation  of  his  having 
brought  with  him  a  wife  and  four  children,  had 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  marked  out  for 
him ;  two  others,  Webb  and  Powell,  having 
wives,  received  eighty  acres  each ;  those  who 
were  unmarried,  sixty.  The  conditions  under 
which  these  persons  had  engaged  to  settle 
were,  that  their  passage  should  be  defrayed  by 
government,  that  they  should  be  proyided  with 
a  proper  assortment  of  farming  utensils,  together 
with  two  years'  provisions ;  their  lands  to  be 
granted  free  of  expense,  the  service  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  convicts  to  be  assigned  them, 
and  the  said  convicts  to  be  supplied  with 
two  years'  rations  and  one  year's  clothing. 
An  emancipated  convict  likewise,  received  an 
allotment  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  and 
being  a  good  bricklayer  as  well  as  a  quiet 
industrious  man,  he  proved  of  essential  service 
to  them.  Allotments  of  one  hundred  acres 
each,  were  also  granted  to  the  clergyman,  the 
principal  surgeon,  and  several  military  officers; 
a  permission  for  the  grants  to  these  latter 
having  been  just  received  from  Europe. 
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On  the  5th  of  February  the  Bellona  was 
discharged  from  government  service.  Twenty- 
one  daysVere  allowed  for  the  delivery  of  her 
cargo ;  but  by  taking  off  the  people  from  the 
brick  carts  and  from  some  other  works,  she  was 
cleared  in  a  shorter  time.  This  ship  was  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty-four  tons  burden,  and 
was  paid  by  government  at  the  rate  of  four 
pounds  four  shillings  per  ton  per  month.  The 
governor  was  empowered  to  employ  her  for  the 
purposes  of  the  colony,  should  he  want  her; 
but  it  being  found  unnecessary  to  detain  her, 
she  sailed  on  the  19th  for  Canton. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  the  signal  was 
made  at  the  south  head  a  little  before  dark,  but 
too  late  to  be  observed  at  the  settlement.  At 
nine  o'clock  however  information  was  received 
by  the  boat,  that  a  ship  from  Calcutta  was  at 
anchor  in  the  lower  part  of  the  harbour.  In 
the  morning  she  worked  up  and  anchored  just 
vHithout  the  cove.  She  proved  to  be  the  Shah 
Hormuzear  of  about  four  hundred  tons  burden, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Matthew  Wright  Bampton, 
from  Calcutta,  who  had  embarked  some  pro- 
perty in  her  for  the  colony  on  private  specu- 
lation. He  had  on  board  when  he  sailed,  one 
bull,  twenty-four  cows,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  sheep,  one  hundred  and  thirty  goats^ 
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five  horses  and  six  asses,  together  with  a  quan- 
tity of  beef,  flour,  rice,  wheat,  gram,  paddy  and 
sugar,  a  few  pipes  of  wine,  a  large  quantity  of 
spirits,  some  iron,  copper  and  canvas.  In  the 
article  of  stock  Mr.  Bampton  had  been  unfor- 
Umate.  He  had  lost  one  horse,  three  asses, 
half  the  sheep,  most  of  the  goats  and  all  the 
homed  cattle.  This  mortality  had  neither 
proceeded  from  the  length  nor  severity  of  the 
voyage,  which  had  been  performed  in  some- 
thing less  than  eight  weeks  and  in  good  weather, 
but  was  to  be  ascribed  to  those  animals  having 
been  embarked  immediately  on  being  taken 
from  the  fields,  vidthout  being  kept  for  some 
time  previously  on  dry  food.  The  live  stock 
brought  by  this  vessel  was  purchased  by  the 
officers  of  the  colony ;  the  rest  of  the  cargo, 
the  spirits  and  canvas  excepted,  was  taken  by 
government  at  the  price  of  nine  thousand  six 
hundred  and  three  pounds  five  shillings  and 
sixpence,  and  was  found  to  be  of  the  best 
quality. 

On  the  12th  of  March  the  signal  was  made 
at  the  south  head,  and  at  noon  the  following 
day,  two  Spanish  ships  anchored  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  main  harbour.  By  an  officer  who 
came  from  one  of  them  to  the  settlement,  the 
lieutenant-governor  was  informed,   that  they 
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were  tte'  Deseuvierta  and  Atrievida,  (the  Dis- 
covery and  Intrepid),  the  former  commanded 
by  Don  AlexandroMalaspina,  with  a  broad  pen- 
dant, as  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  and 
the  latter  by  Don  Jose  de  Bustamante  y  Guerra. 
They  had  been  three  years  and  a  half  from 
Europe,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  and  informa- 
tion, and  were  now  arrived  from  the  Manillas, 
after  a  passage  of  ninety-six  days,  touching  in 
their  way  at  Dusky  Bay  in  New  Zealand, 
firom  which  they  had  sailed  about  a  fortnight 
before.  Notice  had  in  fact  been  sent  frcaaft 
England  so  early  as  the  year  1790,  of  the 
possible  arrival  of  these  ships,  together  with 
alrict  orders  that  the  most  friendly  attention 
should  be  paid  to  them*  On  receiving  an 
^swer  from  the  lieutenant-governor,  they  an- 
chored near  the  mouth  of  the  cove. 

"  These  ships  had  visited''  (says  Ccdonel 
^^  Collins)  all  the  Spanish  possessions  in  Scuath 
^^  America  and  other  parts  of  the  worlds 
*^  ascertaining  with  precision  their  boundaries 
and  situations ;  gaining  much  information 
respecting  their  customs  and  manners,  their 
impcHTtance  to  tfte  mother  country,  their 
"  various  productions,  commercial,  agricul* 
^^  tural,  bc^nical,  and  mineral ;  for  all  which 
^^  purposes,  the  officers  on  board  appeared  to 
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^^  have  been  selected  with  the  happiest  success. 
**  They  most  forcibly  reminded  us  of  the  unfor- 
*^  tunate  Count  de  la  Perouse  and  his  followers, 
of  whom  these  gentlemen  had  only  heard  that 
they  were  no  more,  and  for  whose  destiny 
they  expressed  a  feeling  arising  from  their 
having  traversed  the  ocean  in  the  same  pur* 
*^  suit,  and  followed  in  the  same  path.  Equally 
^^  sincere  and  polite  as  Monsieur  de  la  Perouse, 
"  the  Spanish  commodore  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
"  abilities  and  memory  of  our  circumnavigator 
"  Cook,  in  whose  steps  the  Chevalier  Mala- 
"  spina  declared  it  was  a  pleasure  to  follow, 
^^  as  it  left  him  nothing  to  attend  to  but  to 
^^  remark  the  accuracy  of  liis  observations. 
"  They  lost  at  the  Island  of  Luconia  Don 
"  Antonio  Pineda,  a  colonel  of  the  Spanish 
^^  guards,  who  was  charged  with  that  depart- 
*^  ment  of  the  expediticm  which  respected  the 
*^  natural  history  of  the  places  they  visited. 
*^  They  spoke  of  him  in  high  terms  as  a  man 
^^  of  science  and  a  gentleman,  and  favoured  us 
with  an  engraving  of  the  monument  which 
they  had  caused  to  be  erected  over  his  grave 
at  the  place  where  he  died;  and  from  which 
the  following  inscription  was  copied :'' 
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ANTONIO.  PlirSDA« 

TRIBUNO.  MILITUM. 

ViRTirrE.  IN.  PATRIAM.  BEtLO.  ARBfUQOB.  IMSIGNI. 

MATVRiE.  DEMUM .  IHDEFESSO.  SCRCTATORI. 

TRIENNI.  ARDUCH^INERE.  ORBI8.   EXTREMA.  ADIIT. 

TBLLVRIS.  VISCERA.  PELA6I.  ABTS80S.  ANDIVMQUS.  CACUXIMA.  LVSTRAMiw 

TITiE.  SIMCL.  ET.  LABORUM.  GRAYIVM. 

DIEM.  8UPREMUM.  OBIIT.  IN.  LUCONIA.  PHIIXIPICARUM.  . 

YI.  CALENDAS.  JUUI.  M .  D.  C.  C.  X.  C.  II. 

PRiEMATURAM.  OPTIMd.  MORTEM. 

LUGET.  PATRIA.  LVGET.  FAUNA.  LOGENT.  AMICI. 

.      .  QUI.  HOCCE.  POSOERE.  MONUMEMTUM. 

^'  Having  requested  permission  to  erect  an 
*^  observatory,  they  chose  the  point  of  the  cove 
^^  on  w^hich  a  brick  hut  had  been  built  for 
?^  Bennillong  by  Governor  Phillip,  making  use 
*^  of  the  hut  to  secure  their  instruments.  They 
^^  did  not  profess  to  be  in  want  of  much  assist- 
*^  ance ;  but  such  as  they  required  was  fiirnished 
^^  them  without  any  expense ;  it  was  indeed 
"  too  inconsiderable  to  become  an-  object  of 
"  charge." 

^^  The  arrival  of  these  strangers,  together 
^^  with  that  of  the  ship  from  Bengal,  gave  a 
^*  diversity  to  the  dull  routine  that  commonly: 
"  prevailed  in  the  town  of  Sydney ;  every  one 
"  striving  to  make  their  abode  among  us  as 
"  chearful  as  possible,  and  to  convince  them, 

that  though  severed  from  the  mother  country, 

and  residing  in  woods  and  among  savages, 
^^  we  had  not  forgotten  the  hospitalities  due  to 
"  strangers." 
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On  the  21st  the  Kitty,  which  had  been  sent 
to  Norfolk  Island,  arrived  with  letters  froin 
Mr.  King,  importing  that  tlv^  return^  of  the 
different  sorts  of  grain  and  indeed  of  every 
other  produce,  had  ensured  plenty  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  The  inhabitants  were  in  excel- 
lent health,  and  such  had  been  the  effects  of 
the.  regulations  .^adopted  and  the  attention  to 
enforce  them,  that  for  the  last  three  months  no 
offence  deserving  of  punishment  had  been  com- 
mitted. At  the  departure  of  the  Kitty  he  was 
busied  in  erecting  several  useful  pi^lic  build- 
ings, and  had  completed  an  excellent  house  for 
his  own  use.  Lime,  an  article  in  which  it  was 
apprehended  that  the  principal  settlement  would 
soon  feel  a  distressing  deficiency,  was  now  in 
part  supplied  from  Norfolk  Island,  where  lime- 
stone was  found  in  abundance. 

In  April  the  Spaniards  prepared  to  depart, 
after  a  stay  of  nearly  a  month.  We  resign 
the  task  of  what  remains,  in  relation  to  them, 
to  the  pen  of  Colonel  Collins,  the  more  so  as  he 
describes  with  a  spirit  that  does  honour  to  him, 
the  harmony  between  British  subjects  and  that 
noble  nation. 

"  The  Spanish  officers  having  nearly  com- 
"  pleted  the  astronomical  observations  which 
"  the  commodore  thought  it  necessary  to  make 
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^^  in  this  poirt^  that  officer  mgmhed  his  intention 
*'  of  shortly  putting  to  sea  on  the  further  pro- 
"  secution  of  the  instructions  which  he  had 
^*  received  from  his  court.  Previpus  to  their 
"  departure^  however,  the  lieutenant-governor, 
^^  with  the  officers  of  the  settlement  and  of  the 
"  corps,  were  entertained  first  on  board  the 
^^  Descuvierta,  and  the  next  day  on  board  the 
^^  Atrevida,  the  lieutenant-governor  being  each 
^^  day  received  with  a  salute  of  nine  guns,  with 
*^  the  Spanish  flag  hoisted  on  the  foretopmast- 
^^  head,  being  the  compliment  that  is  paid  in 
*^  the  Spanish  service  to  a  lieutenant-general. 
^^  The  dinner  was  prepared  and  served  up 
^^  after  their  own  custom,  and  bore  every 
*^  appearance  of  having  been  fiimished  from  a 
^^  plentiful  market.  A  small  cow  from  Mon- 
^^  terrey  was  killed  for  these  entertainments. 
*f  The  healths  of  our  respective  sovereigns, 
^f  being  united  in  one  widi,  were  drank  with 
^^  every  token  of  approbation,  under  a  discharge 
^  of  cannon  ;  and  *  Prosperity  to  the  British 
^^  ^  Colonies  in  New  South  Wales'  concluded 
"  the  ceremonial  of  each  day. 

"  The  commodore  presented  the  lieutenant- 
"  governor  with  two  drawings  of  this  settle- 
^^  ment,  and  one  of  Paramatta,  done  in  Indian 
^  ink,  by  F.  Brambila ;  together  with  a  number 
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^^  of  astronomical  observaticois  which  had  been 
^  made  by  them  during  their  stay.  He  left 
"  a  packet  with  dispatches  for  the  Spanish 
^^  ambassador  at  the  court  of  London^  to  be 
*^  forwarded  by  the  first  ship  which  should 
^^  depart  hence  direct  for  England ;  and  on  the 
"  12th  both  shipsr  sailed.  Their  future  route 
"  was  never  exactly  spoken  of  by  them  ;  but 
"  firom  what  the  officers  occasionally  threw 
"  out,  it  sLppeared  that  they  expected  to  be  in 
^^  Europe  in  about  fourteen  months  from  their 
"  departure.  Theyspokeofvisiting  the  Society 
^^  and  Friendly  Islands,  and  of  proceeding 
^*  again  to  the  coast  of  South  America. 

"  As  it  had  been  the  general  wish  to  render 
"  the  residence  of  these  strangers  among  us 
^*  as  pleasant  as  our  situation  would  allow, 
*f  we  received  with  great  satisfaction  the 
"  expr^ons  of  regret  which  they  testlfed  at 
*^  their  departure,  a  regret  that  was  at  least 
^*  equally  felt  on  our  part.  Our  society  was 
^^  very  small ;  we  could  not  therefore  but  sen- 
^*  sibly  feel  the  departure  of  these  gentlemen, . 
^^  who  united  to  much  scientific  knowledge 
*^  tiiose  qualities  of  the  heart  which  render  men 
^^  amiable  in  society ;  and  the  names  of  Mala* 
^  spina,  Bustamante,  Tova,  Espinosa,  Concha, 
*^  Cevallos,    Murphy,    Robredo,    Quintanb, 
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^^  Viana,  Novales,  Bauza^  Heencke,  Nee, 
**  Ravenet,  and  Brambila,  were  not  likely 
**  to  be  soon  forgotton  by  the  officers  of  this 
"  settlement." 

At  the  close  of  the  evening  of  the  20th  of 
April,  the  Dedalus  storeship  anchored  in  the 
cove .  frcMoa  the  north-west  coast  of  America. 
She  left  England  with  a  cargo  of-  provisions 
and  stores,  for  the  use  of  the  vessels  under  the 
command  of  that  excellent  navigator.  Captain 
Vancouver,  whom  she  joined  at  Nootka  Sound. 
Captain  Vancouver,  agreeably  to  his  orders 
from  home,  dispatched  her  to  the  colony  with 
a  cargo  of  live  stock,  from  the  coast  of  America 
and  such  islands  as  she  might  touch  at  in  her 
way.  She  had  taken  in  at  Nootka  six  bulls, 
twelve  cows,  and  fourteen  sheep,  and  at 
Otaheite  about  a  hundred  hogs,  of  which  stock 
only  four  sheep  and  eighty  hogs  survived  the 
passage.  The  loss  of  the  cattle  was  attributed 
to  their  having  been  put  on  board  without  - 
being  habituated  to  confinement  and  dry  food. 

Lieutenant  Hanson,  who  commanded  the 
Dedalus,  had  it  also  in  orders,  to  bring  away 
from  New  Zealand  and  carry  to  the  colony, 
two  of  the  natives,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  them  a  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  dressing 
the  flax-plant.     In  this  he  had  succeeded,  and 
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now  brought  two  to  Sydney,  just  in  time  to  be 
put  on  board  the  Shah  Hormuzear,  which  had 
already  weighed  anchor  for  Norfolk  Island,  with 
a  supply  of  provisions  which  Mr.  Bampton 
had  contracted  with  the  lieutenant  -  gbvemor 
to  deliver  there. 

In  the  month  of  May,  the  people  were 
actively  employed  at  the  different  settlements 
in-sowing  maize  and  other  grain.  By  a  survey 
made  about  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  it 
appeared  that  the  officers  to  whom  lands  had 
been  granted,  had  cleared  and  cultivated  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  and  had  cut 
down  the  timber  from  tw:o  hundred  and  nine- 
teen more.  Some  of  the  other  settlers  had  also 
evinced  great  activity,  and  might.be  pronounced 
to  be  advancing  fast  towards  the  comfortable 
situation  of  independent  farmers.  The  quan- 
tity of  land  granted  since  the  governor's  depar-, 
ture,  amounted  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  of  which,  formed  a  chain  of  farms  between 
Sydney  and  Paramatta,  by  which  the  country 
was  greatly  opened  and  b^oiefited. 

At  this  time  the  shyness  of  the  natives  Wa« 
observed  to  be  fast  wearing  off.  It  was  no 
uncominon  circumstance  to  see  them  carrying 
burdens  qf    fire-wood  or  buckets  of  water 
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through  the  town,  for  which  services  they  were 
usually  paid  with  bread,  a  food,  of  which 
although  they  had  originally  appeared  to  dislike 
it,  they  were  now  become  immoderately  fond* 

In  July  and  August,  under  the  unwearied 
superintendance  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Johnson, 
a  more  convenient  place  of  public  worship  was  * 
completed. 

The  Dedalus  sailed  about  this  time  to  rejoin 
Captain  Vancouver,  with  some  provisions  that 
he  required  from  the  colony.  She  was  soon  to 
return,  being  now  considered  as  a  colonial 
vessel,  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  govern- 
ment. She  took  with  her  for  the  voyage  a 
native  of  New  South  Wales. 

At  this  period  of  our  narrative,  it  will 
doubtless  appear  extraordinary,  that  the  Blue 
Mountains,  notwithstanding  many  attempts  for 
that  purpose,  should  never  yet  have  be^n 
reached.  An  expedition  undertaken  at  this 
time  by  Captain  Paterson,  of  the  New  South 
Wales  corps,  whose  joumies  in  Africa  had 
already  been  the  subject  of  printed  narratives, 
was  to  be  numbered  with  these  unsuccessfrd 
and,  it  must  be  supposed,  difficult  enterprises. 
He  set  out  accompanied  by  Captain  Johnston-, 
Mr.  Laing  the  assistant- surgeon,  and  Mr. 
Palmer,  with  attendants,  the  party-taking  with 
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them  provisions  for  six  weeks.    Boats  were 
sent  round  to  meet  them  in  Broken  Bay^  whence 
they  got  into  the  Hawkesbury^  and  the  fourth 
day  reached  Richmond  Hill.     Governor  PhiU 
lip's  final  attempt  to  explore  this  river^  had 
been  obstructed  by  a  fall  of  water>  past  whicb 
his  boat?  were  too  heavy  to  be  dragged.   This 
difficulty  Captain  Paterson  overcame,  by  quit- 
ting his  large  boats  and  proceeding  with  two 
that  were  smaller  and  lighter.     In  this  part  of 
the  river,  in  a  space  of  about  ten  miles,  he  met 
with  no  less  than  five  water-falls.     The  navir 
gation  was  here  so  intricate,  lying  sometimes 
amongst  large  fragments  of  rocks  that  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  borne  down  by 
torrents,  and  at  other  times  impeded  by  fallen 
trees,  that  after  one  boat  had  had  a  plank 
loosened  and  the  other  its  bottom  forced  in,  the 
party  gave  up  any  farther  effort,  and  was 
obUged  to  be  satisfied  with  having  proceeded 
ten  ipiles  beyond  what  had  ever  before  been 
dqne.     The  newly-discovered  part  of  the  rivar 
they  denominated  the  Grose,  and  a  high  peak 
whi^h  they  came    in    view  of,  they  called 
Harrington  Peak. — Captain  Paterson  in  this 
expi^ti^    was  very  highly  gratified  as  a 
botanist — ^He  met  in  his  progress  with  but  few 
natives^  and  these  he  ifetnarked  to  be  nearly 
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unintelligible  to  some  that  accompanied  him. 
The  party  returned  on  the  22nd  of  September. 

The  sportsmeii  of  England  will  not  easily 
conceive  the  impombilityy  during  a  space  of 
nearly  six  years,  (reckoning  from  the  first 
settlement  of  the  colony),  of  traversing  a  tract 
of  country  of  at  most  sixty  miles,  whatever 
might  be  the  obstructions;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  besides  amusement,  these  enter- 
prises had  the  additional  incitements  of  strong 
curiosity  and  ambition  of  success,  the  circum- 
stance must  appear  the  more  extraordinary. 

The  town  of  Sydney  had  this  year  increased 
considerably,  not  fewer  thaij  one  hundred  and 
sixty  wooden  huts,  besides  five  barracks,  having 
been  added  since  the  departure  of  Governor 
Phillip.  Some  of  these  huts  were  large,  and  to 
each  of  them  upwards  of  fourteen  hundred 
bricks  were  allowed  for  a  chimney  and  floor. 
These  buildings  extended  nearly  to  the  brick- 
fields, where  there  was  already  a  village,  Which 
was  thus  in  a  manner  united  to  the  town. 
Three  brick-carts  were  constantly  employed, 
each  drawn  by  twelve  men  under  the  direction 
of  an  overseer.  Each  cart  carried  seven  hun- 
dred tiles  or  three  hundred  and  fifty  bricks* 
To  bring  in  the  timber  for  the  barracks  and 
storehouses,  four  timber-carriages  were  con- 
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stantiy  employed^  each  drawn  by  twenty-four 
mai.  The  colony  by  this  time  enjoyed  the 
convenience  of  'a  numbeK  of  passage  boats 
belonging  to  private  persons^  and  which  were 
permitted  to  ply  between  Sydney  and  Para- 
matta. A  shilling  was  charged  for  the  passage 
of  one  person ;  luggage  was  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  one  shilling  per  hundred  weight,  and 
an  entire  boat  was  six  shillings.  The  accom^ 
modation  of  these  boats  was  very  great  to 
individuals,  and  the  profit  to  the  owners  con* 
fiiderable. 

A  short  time  after  Captain  Paterson^s  late 
expedition,  a  party  of  settlers,  who  were 
passing  within  a  few  miles  of  Paramatta,  with 
some  provisions  just  received  from  the  stores, 
were  attacked  and  robbed  l)y  a  number  of  the 
inland  or  wood  natives,  some  of  whom'  had 
probably  during  the  Captain's  expedition, 
become  acquainted  with  European  food,  and 
had  made  a  favourable  report  of  it  to  others. 
It  is  also  thought  that  they  had  sufficiently 
acquainted  themselves  with  the  nature  of  firfe- 
aims^  to  know  on  what  occasions  to  make  theijr 
attacks. 

The  natives  of  the  coast  had  now  attained 
such  confidence  in  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney, 
that  they  frequently  made  use  of  a  particular 
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piece  of  open  ground  adjoining  the  town,  for 
the  practice  of  some  of  their  customs,  as  if  they 
derived  a  satisfaction  from  the  colonists'  being 
witnesses  of  them.  In  particular  cases;  of 
injury,  it  was  not  unfrequeut  amongst  theni,  to 
aUow  to  the  injured  party,  and  even  to  a  num- 
ber of  his  friends,  (probably  relations),  the 
privilege  of  throwing  lances  at  the  aggressor ; 
against  which  he  was  permitted  to  defend 
himself  with  his  shield.  D^els  also,  and  com* 
bats  of  several  persons  of  a  side,  would  t^e 
place  not  unfrequently^on  similar  occasion^, 
and  it  was  observed,  that  mutual  esteem  rather 
than  rancour,  was  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  parties,  even  when  these,  rencounters  were 
attended  with  great  effusion  of  blood  and  the 
njipst  dangerous  wounds.  The  knowledge  of 
thenotion*  of  these  people,  was  at  this  time  too 
imperfect  to  admit  of  any  very  clear  ideft  pf 
the  principle  of  some  of  these  proceedingi$. 
Th^  duiels  were  conducted  in  great  fopm. 
With  these,  the  advocates  for  honourable  satis- 
faction, will  hardly  cl^ina  for  their  favourite 
ly^tem  a  kindred  pedigree ;  yet  like  that  isystem 
at  aoremote  period,  they  appear  to  be  most  pro- 
bably of  a  judicial  nature. 

In  the  detail  of  events,  for  some  tijqaje,  we 
haye  not  thought  it  necessary  to  marJ^  the 
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arrival  of  every  ship,  as  in  the  beginning  of 
our  narrative,  when  such  incidents  were  often 
of  great  importance. 

The  population  of  the  colony  was  now  con- 
siderably increased. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  this  year's  mor- 
tality.— ^Two  settlers^  seven  soldiers,  seventy- 
eight  male  convicts,  tweBty-six  female  convicts 
and  twenty-nine  children.  Of  the  above 
parsonic,  one  was  executed,  one  was  killed  by 
t^e  fell  of  a  tre^  two  by  lightning,  six  were 
lost  in  the  woods  and  one  found  dead  in  the 
woods. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 
New  Zealanders. 

It  may  be  recollected,  that  a  vessel  was 
brought  out  in  parts  by  the  Pitt  for  the  service 
of  the  colony.  This  vessel,  which  had  been 
put  together  and  named  the  Francis,  now 
sailed  for  Norfolk  Island  (January  5th,  1794). 
The  last  accounts  from  thence  were  dated  so 
long  before  as  tlie  month  of  March.  In  April 
supplies  had  been  sent  there  by  the  Shah 
Hormuzear,  but  as  there  could  be  no  certainty 
of  their  having  been  safely  landed,  some 
anxiety  began  at  this  time  to  prevail  with 
regard  to  the  exact  state  of  that  settlement ; 
though  least  upon  the  article  of  provisions,  as 
at  the  date  of  the  last  letters,  it  was  expected 
there,  that  the  crops  of  wheat  and  maize  would 
produce  more  grain  than  would  be  suifficient 
for  a  twelvemonths'  consumption  of  a  thousand 
persons,  which  was  nearly  the  number  upon 
%  the  island.  Some  information  relating  to  the 
;  settlement,  was  in  fact  the  only  advantage  pro- 
posed from  the  present  voyage  of  the  Francis : 
for  whatever  Mr.  King's  wants  might  be,  the 
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stores  at  Sydney  were  at  this  time  too  low  to  " 
afford  him  assistance. 

This  period  was  distinguished  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkes- 
bury,  about  sixteen  miles  beyond  Paramatta, 
where  there  was  a  richer  soil  than  any  that  had 
yet  been  opened  in  the  colony. 

In  the  township  of  Paramatta,  the  disap- 
pearance of  an  old  herdsman  of  the  name  of 
Lewis,  gave  reason  to  imagine  that  he  had 
been  murdered.  It  was  recollected  that  he  had 
a  short  time  before,  in  bad  company,  inconsi- 
derately suffered  some  money  to  be  ^een  which 
he  constantly  carried  about  him.  After  much 
and  fruitless  inquiry  and  search,  a  remarkable 
expedient  was  resorted  to  for  the  ascertaining 
of  the*  suspected  fact.  It  was  proposed  to 
drive  the  cattle  to  those  parts  of  the  wood,  in 
which  he  had  lately  been  in  the  habit  of 
herding  them ;  those  who  had  observed  the 
nature  of  these  animals,  imagining  that  they 
would  by  some  symptoms  indicate  the  place 
where  the  corpse  was.  This  was  accordingly 
executed,  and  on  approaching  a  particular 
spot,  their  snorting  and  uneasiness  led  to  the  f 
examination  of  a  ravine  or  hollow,  wherp  it 
was  found  covered  with  logs,  boughs  and 
stones.     The  wild  dogs,  by  gnawing  off  both 
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the  hands  and  the  entire  flesh  of  (m6  arm,  had 
rendered  still  more  horrid,  the  spectacle  Which 
thjB  body  exhibited  on  being  freed  from  the 
lo€i(l  of  rubbish  that  had  been  heaped  upon  it. 

At  Sydney,  several  gardens  and  houses  w^e 
robbed  at  this  time,  a  circumstance  in  sc^ne 
degree  attributed  to  the  distress  attendant 
on  a  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  had  now 
tajcen  place.  Amongst  others,  the  hut  of  a 
sterjfeant  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps,  whd 
iva$  absent  ttt  night  on  duty,  wds  broken  into 
and  robbed  of  ^ome  a^^arel  and  several  mwe- 
aU^,  with  twenty-seven  pounds  in  guinea^ 
and  dollars.  The  hut  stood  outermost  of  a 
n6w  row  in  the  precincts  of  the  toWn^  and 
ought  not  to  have  been  left  without  some 
person  to  take  care  of  it.  The  plunder  ito 
doubt  soon  passed  through,  several  Imnds. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  the  Francis 
returned  from  Norfolk  Island^  having  been 
abstot  five  weeks  and  three  daysv  It  appeal^ 
by  information  from  that  settlement,  that  tte 
Shah  Hormuzear  and  the  Chesterfield  aniv^ 
there  dn  the  2nd  of  May,  and  that  after  landing 
the  stores  and  provisions,  both  ships  sailed  for 
India,  purposing  to  attempt  the  passage  between 
New  Holland  and  New  Guinea.  The  accounts 
respecting  every  produce  of  the  island,  were 
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highly  fkvourable.  By  means  of  the  two 
natives  of  New  Zealand^  who  had  been  con- 
veyed there  from  Sydney,  some  knowledge  had 
been  acquired  in  the  dressing  of  the  flax- 
plant  :  but  still,  as  one  of  them  was  a  warrior 
and  the  other  a  priest,  they  were  less  qualified 
for  such  a  communication  than  many  others 
would  have  been  ;  the  manufacturing  it  being 
confined  to  the  lower  classes. 

The  circumstances  relating  to  these  savages 
are  not  without  Jnterest.  The  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  are  a  race  of  people  both  very 
different  froiii,  and  vety  supierior  to,  those  of 
New  South  Wales;  vivacious,  active,  acute, 
with  a  knowledge  of  such  useful  arts  as  put 
them  above  the  state  of  depending  on  a  casual 
subsistence.  They  manufacture  their  flax  and 
several  other  substailces  with  much  ingenuity, 
ahd  hot  only  give  a  regular  cultivation  to  this 
tiifeeful  pliirit,  btit  to  isdme  of  the  native  esculent 
vegetables.  They  also  adopted  speedily  and 
with  avidity,  the  iise  of  several  European  pro- 
ductions, particularly  the  potaitoe,  which  became> 
almcKst  as  sooti  as  introduced,  a  favourite  food 
with  them.  lit  fishing,  their  skill  in  some 
iiistances  surpasses  that  of  the  most  civilized 
nations.  It  will  be  read  vrtth  surprise,  that  tlie 
seines  they  make  use  of  on  their  coiasts,  are 
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superior  both  in  size  and  fabric  to  those  of 
Europe.  Their  sole  covering  is  a  mantle  of 
manufactured  flax,  or  more -frequently  of  mat, 
falling  from  the  shoulders  to  the  leg.  This 
they  wear  only  when  in  a  quiescent  state ;  for 
whenever  they  enter  oh  any  occupation  requiring 
motion  or  exertion,  they  throw  it  off.  In  their 
persons  they  are  well  made,  of  a  deep  olive 
colour,  with  handsome  features.  It  has  already 
been  mentioned  of  the  two  natives  in  question, 
that  they  were  captured  by  Lieutenant  Hanson 
of  the  Dedalus.  They  had  approached  the 
ship  with  several  canoes,  in  which  were  their 
chief  and  a  number  of  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions. Notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of 
these  to  dissuade  them,  they  ventured  on  board. 
The  wonders  they  boheld,  (as  they  afterwards 
themselves  expressed  it),  blinded  them.  They 
were  in  the  cabin  when  the  ship  began  to  make 
sail:  but  when  they  perceived  the  canoes 
astern,  and  the  rapid  separation  that  was  taking 
place  between  them  and  their  friends,  their 
frantic  agitations  can  be  better  conceived  than 
described.  It  was  not  till  after  they  had  burst 
the  cabin^windows  and  endeavoured  by  the 
most  violent  struggles  to  escape  overboard,  that 
they  gave  up  the  contest*  This  distressing 
scene  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  impossi- 
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bility^  by  signs  and  the  very  small  knowledge 
of  any  of  their  words  which  their  captors  pos- 
sessed^ of  making  them  comprehend  that  no 
hurt  was  intended  them^  and  that  they  should 
one  day  be  restored  to  their  friends  and  country* 
On  their  arrival  at  Norfolk  Island^  they  were  at 
first  sullen^  and  resolutely  withheld  any  infor* 
mation  with  respect  to  the  flax-plant.  This 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  from  an  appre- 
hension^ that  they  were  to  be  employed  as 
sl&ves  in  the  manufacturing  of  it.  As  soon 
however  as  there  was  a  possibility  of  making 
them  understand^  that  whenever  by  their  means^ 
the  method  of  dressing  it  was  acquired,  they 
should  be  carried  back  to  their  country,  they 
readily  communicated  whatever  .  knowledge 
they  had  of  it.  This  knowledge  however  was 
only  such  as  persons  of  superior  station  in  any 
other  country,  might  be  supposed  to  possess  of 
some  manufacture  to  which  they  had  paid  a 
slight  attention. 

The  following  are  some  particulars  relating 
to  them,  as  given  by  Mr.  King.  They  were 
both  about  twenty- four  years  of  age.  Hoodoo 
Cocoti  Toaniahoui  was  about  five  feet  eight 
inches  high,  of  an  athletic  make,  with  features 
nearly  European  and  very  expressive.  He 
was  related  to  a  chief.     He  had  two  wives  and 


Digitized 


ed  by  Google 


170  THB  HISTORY  OF  [1794. 

a  chiid>  about  whom  he  l^eemed  in  a  cbiiifttatit 
state  of  anxiety.   Toogee  Teterehuy  Waripedo 
was  the  son  of  a  chief  pKest.     He  was  lower 
in  stature  than  Hoodoo,  well  limbed,  with  ah 
aquiline  nose,  good  teeth  and  an  interesting 
countenance.     He  often  expressed  much  solici- 
tude about  his  father  and  his  wife  and  child. 
In  manners  they  both  fai-  surpassed  what  might 
have  been  expected.    There  was  however  a 
marked  distinction  in  their  dispositions.  Hoodoo 
sometimes  betrayed  the  savage,  by  fits  of  vio- 
lence.    This  was  never  the  case  with  Toc^ee, 
and  during  any  suspension  of  this  latter's  un- 
easiness on  account  of  his-  friends  and  family, 
he  was  fdund  lively,  intelligent  and  feven  face- 
tious.    From  the  pBins  taken  by  Mr.  Kih^ 
and  several  of  the  pflScert  and  others,  during 
the  six  months  of  theirdeteiltion,  to  understand 
their  language,  and  flot  less  by  them  to  uhdeT^ 
sftdnd  English,  a  kifld  of  mixed  dialect  w£(s  th* 
result,  which  nearly  served  every  .wished^ft* 
purpoiie.     The  thirst  of  information  eviri^edi  by 
Toc^ee,  after  he  Had  been  in  a  great  degree 
trithquillized  by  the  a«sdrances  gfiveAl  hirti^ 
ivooM  have  donfe  credit  to  ah  inhabitaht  of  ahy 
country;  nor  was  the  knowledge  that  he  p6s- 
mdsed  on  many  subjects,  less  surprising.    In 
traci«g  with  a  |)iece  of  chalk  upon  thfe  floior  of 
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a  rpom^  the  fotm  and  coasts  of  the  two  great 
islands  composing  New  Zealand^  he  displayed 
a  geographical  knowledge,  that  might  very 
excusably  by  the  reader  be  thought  incredible. 
When  we  consider  those  islands  as  perhaps 
equal  in  extent  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
we  are  astonished  at  such  an  instance  of 
science  in  a  New  Zealanden  How  many  a 
polished  inhabitant  of  Europe  would  be  wholly 
incapable  of  a  similar  proof  of  liberal  informa- 
tion! His  delineation  of  the  northern  island 
in  particular,  was  very  conformable  to  that  of 
Captain  Cook.  He  soon  learned  tlie  method 
of  drawing  it  with  a  pencil.  Corrections  and 
additions  were  occasionally  made  by  him,  and 
thd  names  and  boundaries  of  districts,  with 
various  remarks,  were  taken  down  from  his 
report*  According  to  him,  the  northern  island 
was  divided  into  eight  parts  under  the  govern^ 
ment  of  their  respective  chiefs,  whom  he 
named.  Their  wars  are  frequent  and  cruel ; 
but  they  have  their  intervals  of  peace>  in  which 
they  cultivate  a  commerce  in  flax,  green  talc- 
stone,  (of  which  they  make  axes  and  oma- 
idents},  nets,  mats,  cloth  and  many  othei^ 
articles. — ^A  particular  instance  of  Toogee'iSJ 
ftccnracy  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  He  had 
been  describing  a  river  on  the  w<stem  coast. 
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which  he  spoke  of  as  a  bar-river,  and  not 
navigable  to  larger  vessels  than  the  war-canoes. 
Mr.  King  observed,  that  Captain  Cook  did  not 
notice  any  river  on  the  western  side  of  the 
island,  although  he  had  coasted  along  it. 
Toogee  asked  if  he  had  seen  an  island  covered 
with  birds  ?  Gannet  Island  being  pointed  out 
in  the  map,  he  immediately  fixed  on  Albatross 
Point  as  the  situation  of  the  river's  mouth,  an 
assertion  which  Captain  Cobk's  account  corro-  - 
borates,  who  says,  "  on  the  north  side  of  this 
"  point,  the  shore  forms  a  bay  in  which  there 
"  appears  to  be  anchorage  and  shelter  for 
"  shipping." 

Toogee  denied  that  the  whole  of  the  New 
Zealanders  were  canibals.  He  perceived  virith 
great  quickness,  the  light  in  which  the  horrid 
practice  was  considered  by  Europeans,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  he  could  be  drawn  to 
the  subject.. 

The  New  Zealanders  of  the  superior  classes^  ^ 
begin  and  end  the  day  with  a  song,  which  is 
no  doubt  the  vehicle  of  poetry.  Toogee  and 
Hoodoo,  while  at  Norfolk  Island,  were  some- 
times employed  for  entire  evenings  upon  such 
compositions,  and  as  it  was  not  unusual  for  the 
performance  to  be  interrupted  by  a  flood  of 
tears,  they  were  supposed  to  have  reference  to 
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their  actual  state,— ^Toogee  always  shewed  a 
marked  deference  to  Hoodoo^  which  was  under- 
stood to  be  on  account  of  his  relationship  to  a 
chief. — Suicide  is  said  to  be  frequent  amongst 
this  people ;  and  it  was  observed^  that  when- 
ever the  terrible  suspicion  of  being  for  ever 
detained  from  their  country,  returned  upon 
Hoodoo  and  Toogee,  they  were  extremely  apt 
to  declare  an  intention  of  putting  an  end  to 
their  existence.  —  Their  religious  notions, 
though  of  course  mingled  with  many  super-^ 
stitions,  still  bear  the  stamp  of  the  great  uni- 
versal hope  of  mankind.  They  suppose  that 
three  days  after  death,  the  deity,  the  E^tooa^ 
separates  the  pure  from  the  perishable  part  of 
them  and  transfers  it  to  the  sky. 

In  fulfilment  of  his  repeated  declarations  to 
them,  Mr.  King  prepared  at  length  to  Restore 
them  to  their  native  country,  and  resolved  to 
re-conduct  them  himself.  He  took  the  oplpor- 
tunity  of  engaging  for  this  purpose,  the  Bri- 
tannia, which  was  then  pn  its  way  to  Bengal, 
and  had  put  into  Norfolk  Island  for  a  supply  of 
provisions  and  vegetables.  He  accordingly 
sailed  on  the  8th  of  November  1793,  taking 
With  him- a  party  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps.  In  four  days,  having  reachjed  and  then 
rounded  the  north  cape,  they  passed  many 
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huts  and  a  considerable  hippqh  ox  fortified 
place,  OD  a  high  round  hill/ from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  six  large  canoes  were  seen 
coming  towards  the  ship.  As  soon  as  \bkj 
came  within  hail,  Toogee  was  known  by  thiise 
in  the  canoes,  which  were  soon  increased  tD 
86ven,  with  upwards  of  twenty  men  in  each. 
Whether  encouraged  by  the  presence  and 
words  of  their  countryiaen,  or  from  whatever 
cause,  they  came  without  difficulty  alongside 
and  then  on  board.  There  were  at  one  time 
above  a  hundred  New  Zealanders  in  ai\d  about 
the  ship.  It  was  observed,  that  Tpogee  and 
Hoodoo  addressed  the^iselves  cmly  to  men  of 
rank  or  gentlemen,  Epodi.  To  these,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Toogee,  who  points  them  out, 
some  ebissels,  hand-axag(  and  other  articles 
equally  acceptable^  were  pisesaated*  These 
was  reason  to  tibuQk  that  rank  was  discrinnnated 
by  the  modte  of  tattooing.  The  JSmaA^  or 
common  people^  were  treat^^  with  the  utmost 
disr^ard,  and  often  beat  unmercifully  by  thek 
supericnrs.  A  coiisiderable  barter  took  place, 
ao^  a  number  of  patoo-patoos,  spears,  talc 
prnaJOQie]^,  paddles,  fii^-hoolis,  lines,  witk  a 
quality  of  manufqtctured  flax,  were  received 
pjri»cip%|[iy  fef  pieces  of  iro»  hoops,  or  that 
metal  m  a»y  shape.    Tb?  nf^v*  which  Hoodoo 
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aad  Toogee  learned^  wa^  of  a  mixed  iiatureu 
Their  families  aod  theit  chief,  (for  whom  they 
9{^)eared  to  inquire  with  equal  anxiety),  were 
well;  but  an  irruption  had  been  made  by  a 
hostile  tribe,  by  which  the  son  of  the  chief  and 
thirty  warriors  had  been  slain.  Tpogee'f 
hiher  had  been  incoi^olahle^  fc^  his  loss.  •  At 
aeptren  in  the  evening  the  natives  retired,  and 
preparations  were  made  to  reach  the  piudt  of 
the  coast  to  which  the  two  New  Zeal^jEideis 
bekto^d,  and  which  was  still  tweqtytfoiH 
leagues  distant  At  nine  o'clock,  a  canoe 
oamc  alongside  with  four  n?tti ves,  who  belonged 
loore  immediat^sly  to  that  part  than  any  who 
had  before  entered  the  ship*  .  They  came  on 
board  without  the  least  scruple.  The  master 
of  the  Britannia'  being  desirous  to  obtain  their 
canoe,  the  bargain  was  soon  concluded,  with 
Toogee's  assistance,  muf^  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  proprietors,  who  did  not  discover  the.  least 
rductance  to  sleep  on  board,  and  to  be  landed 
45  might  afterwards  be  most  convenient  The 
strangers  passed  the  evening  with  the  ofiOic^^s 
and  their  countrym^p.  After  supper.  Hoodoo 
d^DDuinded  of  them  a  mops  particular  account 
of  public  events  since  his  departure,  l^he 
visitoi:3  complied  by  a  song,  in  Ai(hich  each  of 
them  took  a  part.    The  notes  were  sometimes 
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mournful,  and  sometimes  fierce.  It  related  the 
incursion  of  the  Sandooki  tribe  into  Teerawitti, 
Hoodoo's  country,  on  which  occasion  the  son 
of  the  chief  and  thirty  warriors  were  slain. 

It  would  seem  from  this,  that  amongst  these 
people,  narratives  upon  subjects  of  public  in- 
terest, are  often  a  kind  of  poem  adapted  to  music. 
The  classical  antiquary  will  make  his  own 
reflections  upon  these  circumstances.  It  may 
perhaps  be  inquired,  in  what,  and  how  far,  the 
early  poets  of  Greece  ^nd  other  na^ops, 
differed  from  New  Zealanders  ?  Be  this  a^  it 
may,  the  lyre  of  Orpheus  himself  could  hardly 
have  had  a  more  potent  effect,  than  the  song 
in  question  had  upon  Hoodoo.  In  the  midst 
of  the  performance  he  burst  into  tears.  He 
was  too  much  affected  to  hear  more,  but  retired 
to  a  comer  of  the  cabin,  where,  he  gave  himself 
up  to  the  most  violent  agitations  of  grief,  which 
ended  with  vows  of  revenge. 

The  weather  wds  so.  calm,  that  scarcely  any 
progress  was  made  during  the  night.  At  day- 
light on  the  13th  a  number  of  canoes  were 
seen  coming  from  the  hippah^  which  was  still 
in  sight.  In  the  largest  of  these  canoes  were 
thirty-six  men  and  a  chief.  The  New  Zea- 
landers recognized  him  to  be  Kotokoki,  the 
chief  in  whose  territory  the  hippah  was  situated* 
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Hoodoo  and  Toogee  being  still  at  so  consider- 
able a  distance  from  home^  and  the  state  of  the 
weather  being  very  unfavourable  to  their 
reaching  it,  within  the  time  that  Mr.  King 
thought  himself  justifiable  in  detaining  the 
ship,  he  now  proposed  to  them  the  alternative 
erf  returning  to  Norfolk  Island,  or  of  being 
landed  on  the  part  of  the  coast  where  they 
were.  They  seemed  greatly  averse  to  either. 
A  return  to  Norfolk  Island  put  to  an  indefinite 
distance  their  re-joining  their  friends  and  fami- 
lies, and  with  respect  to  landing  where  they 
were,  they  had  indeed  been  informed  of  an 
amicable  understanding  between  this  chief  and 
their  own,  but  were  not  yet  entirely  easy  on 
that  point,  and  they  observed  upon  the  danger 
that  might  ensue  to  their  persons,  and  the 
valuable  property  they  had  with  them,  should 
they  be  left  entirely  in  his  power,  with  the 
strong  temptation  he  would  have  to  abuse  such 
a  confidence. 

Upon  his  coming  on  board,  which  he  did 
without  any  appearance  of  apprehension,  they 
seemed  to  be  well  known  to  him.  He  appeared 
to  be  dbout  sevetity  years  of  age.  His  face 
was  elaborately  tattood.  They  saluted  with  an 
embrace  in  which  their  noses  touched.  Mr. 
King  and  he  were  thep  presented  to  each  other. 
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After  a  similar  embrace,  (ehmghi),  the  cbief 
took  off  his  ahahoo  or  mantle,  and  put  it  on 
Mr,  King's  shoulders,  in  return  for  which  ]\||r» 
King  presented  him  with  a  mantle  of  greeii 
baize  decorated  with  broad-arrows.      Seven 
other  canoes,  with  upwards  of  twenty  men  aa4 
wojnen  in  each,  now  came  alongside.     At  tb# 
suggestion  of  Hoodoo  and  Toogee,  the  poop 
'  was  cleared  for  the  use  of  the  chief,  and  acce9f( 
to  it  forbidden  to  any  other  person  without  hig 
permission.     This  arrangement  procured  for 
Hoodoo  and  Toogee  themselves,  a  long  QOHr 
ference,  in  which  they  no  doubt  put  iiito  ^ 
point  of  view  most  likely  to  promote  th^ir 
interest,  the  events  that  had  t^ken  placi^,  their 
own  recently  acquired  knowledge  and  talentis^ 
and  the  stupendojos  power  in  art?  and  ^rms  of 
their  new  friends.     From  this  conference  Uuy 
returned  with  tears  of  joy  and  e3{:ultation.'  Tlie 
chief  had  given  them  such  assurances  of  good- 
will and  protection,  as  had  effectually  removed 
all  distrust  on  their  part.      They  had  obtained 
a  promise  from  him  of  a  safe-conduct  to  their 
homes,  on  the  very  next  morning.    Mr.  King 
however  was  not  without  anxiety  on  this  point, 
and  now  repeated  to  them  their  own  former 
apprehensions^     To  this  they  both  immediately 
answered,  "  that  a  chief  never  deceived."    He 
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then  requested  of  Kotokoki  an  interview  in  his 
cabin,  to  which  Hoodoo  and  Toogee  should  be 
admitted.  Upon  the  chief's  compliance  with 
this  request,  ^^  I  explained  to  him,"  says  Mr. 
King,  "  with  the  assistance  of  Toogee,  how 
much  I  was  interested  in  their  getting  to 
Hododo  (Toogee's  residfence^  and  added 
"  that  in  two  or  three  moons  I  should  visit 
**  HododOy  and  if  I  found  Toogee  and  Hoodoo 
",  were  safely  arrived  with  their  effects,  I 
**^  should  return  to  his,  (Kolokoki's),  territory> 
^  and  make  him  some  very  considerabte 
**  presents,  in  addition  to  those  which  I  should 
**  now  give  him  and  his  people  for  their 
*'  trouble  in  re-conducting  our  two  friends* 
^*  i  had  so  much  reason  to  be  convinced  of 
*^  the  old  man^s  sincerity,  that  I  considered  it 
**  injurious  to  threaten  him  with  punishment 
**  in  case  he  failed  in  his  engagement.  The 
**  6nly  answer  Kotokoki  made,  was  by  putting 
*^  both  his  hands  to  the  sides  of  my  head 
*^  (making  me  perform  the  same  ceremony) 
"  and  joining  our  noses,  in  which  position  we 
•*  remained  nearly  three  minutes,  the  old  chief 
**  muttering  what  I  did  not  understand.  After 
*'  this  he  w^ent  through  the  same  ceremony 
"  with  our  two  friends."  JMr.  King  goes  on 
to  say  that  after  these  demonstrations.  Hoodoo 
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aiid  Toogee  made  him  understand,  that  they 
considered  the  chief  in  a  relation  to  them  not 
less  sacred  than  that  of  a  father.  It  may  bp 
satisfactory  to  the  reader  to  know,  that  this 
worthy  savage,  (if  we  may  be  allowed  the 
expression),  scrupulously  made  good,  in  the 
event,^  all  his  engagements. 

From  the  cabin,  Mr.  King  and  his  guests 
went  upon  deck,  where  a  croud  of  New  Zea- 
landers  seemed  to  be  in  attendance.  These 
Toogee  addressed  in  a  strain  of  animation,  not 
easy  for  such  cold,  artificial  beings  as  Euro- 
peans, even  to  conceive,  and  recounted  the 
wonders  that  he  had  seen  while  aw^y  from  New 
Zealand.  No  doubt  he  selected,  vdth  judg- 
ment, those  circumstances  that  were  most 
likely  to  astonish  his  countrymen,  who  every 
now  arid  then,  answered  him  with  a  shout  of 
admiration.  But  when  he  came  to  mention^ 
that  the  scene  of  these  miracles  was  at  the 
distance  of  only  three  days  sail  from  where  he 
was  speaking,  we  must  suppose  that  he  observed 
some  symptoms  of  incredulity  in  his  hearers ; 
for  with  his  characteristic  quickness,  he  ran 
upon  the  poop  and  brought  from  it  a  fresh 
cabbage,  which  he  told  them  had  been  cut  in 
the  white  chief's  garden  only  five  days  before, 
and  which  he  presented  to  them  as  a  proof  of 
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his  veracity.  Their  satisfaction  at  this  confir- 
mati(»  of  the  fact  appeared  complete.  This 
curious  scene  ended  by  Hoodoo  and  Toogee's 
soliciting  of  Mr.  King,  an  exhibition,  the- 
description  of  which  had  doubtless  formed  a 
part  of  Toogee's  epic  narrative,  the  exercise  of 
the  cannon  and  small-arms.  His  compliance 
with  this  request,  as  also  his  departure  froni 
New  Zealand,  Mr.  King  relates  in  the  following 
words,  "  Every  thing  being  now  arranged,  and 
*^  ready  for  their  departure,  ourl  two  friends 
/*  requested  that  Kotokoki  might  see  the 
^^  soldiers  exercise  and  fire.  To  this  I  could 
^^  have  no  objection,  as. the  request  came  from 
"  them ;  but  I  took  that  opportunity  of 
^^  explaining  to  the  chief,  (with  Toogee's 
/^  help,)  that  he  might  see,  by  our  treatment 
"  of  him  and  his  two  countrymen,  that  it  was 
•^  our  wish  and  intention  to  be  good  neigh- 
"  hours  and  friends  ;  that  these  weapons  were 
^^  never  used  but  when  we.  were  injured,  which 
f^  I  hoped  would  never  happen ;  and  that  no 
^^  other  consideration  than  the  satisfying  of  his 
f^  curiosity  could  induce  me  to  shew  .what 
*^  those  instruments  were  intended  for. 
.  ^^  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  New 
^  Zealanders  were  seated  on  the  larboard 
^^  side  of  the  deck,  and  the  detachment  paraded 
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"  an  the  opposite  side.  After  going  thfougjb 
"  the  manual^  and  firing  three  voUie^  two 
"  jgreat  guns  were  fired,  one  loaded  with,  a 
^*  single  ball,  and  the  other  with  grape-shot, 
"  which  surprised  them  greatly,  as  I  made  the 
"  chief  observe  the  distance  at  which  the  shot 
^^  fell  from  the  ship.  The  wind  had  now  the 
^^  appearance  of  coming  from  the  southward ; 
"  and  as  that  wind  throws  a  great  surf  on  the 
^  shore,  they  were  anxious  to  get  away. 
^^  Toogee  and  Hoodoo  took  an  affectionate 
^^  leave  of  every  person  on  board,  and  made 
*^  Hie  remember  my  promise  of  vi^ting  them 
^^  again,  when  they  would  return  to  Norfolk 
"  Island  with  their  families.  The  venerable 
*^  chief,  after  haying  taken  great  pains  to 
^'  pronounce  my  name,  and  made  ipe  well 
^^  acquainted  with  his,  got  into  his  canoe  and 
^^  left  us.  On  putting  off  from  the  ship^  they 
^^  were  saluted  with  three  cheers,  which  they 
"  returned  as  well  as  they  could,  by  Toogee's 
^^  direction.  ,  It  was  now  seven  in  the  morning 
^^  of  the  13th:  at  nine  a  breeze  came  from 
"  the  north,  with  which  we  stood  eastward. 
^^  After  a  passage  of  five  dajrs  from  New  Zea- 
^^  land,  (^having  had  light  winds,),  and  ten 
^^  days,  absence  from  Norfolk  Island,  I  landed 
^^  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
''  18th.". 


Digitized 


by  Google 


183 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Departure  of  LdeutenanUGovemor  Qrose. — 
The  Government  devolves  upon  Captain 
Paterson. 

At  Sydney,  the  prospect  with  regard  to  sub- 
sisrtance,  (March  1794)^,  was  become  a  matter 
of  some  anxiety.  The  state  of  the  salt  pro- 
fisions  was  extremely  low ;  and  to  make  use 
of  the  live-stock  to  any  considerable  extent, 
would  have  been  attended  with  ruinous  conse- 
quences to  the  settlement  The  grain  and 
other  vegetable  produce  was  become  unusually 
licarce*  .  It  was  evident,  that  the  speedy  arrival 
of  a  ship  could  alone  prevent  serious  distresis. 

On  the  8th  however,  the  signal  for  a  sail  was 
distinguished  at  the  south-head.  A  boat  in 
Waiting,  with  an  officer,  agreeably  to  an 
arrangement  already  made,  went  immediately 
dovm.  At  night  it  brought  the  report,  that  a 
rfiip  with  English  colours,  had  stood  into  the 
harbour  as  far  as  Middle-head,  but  meeting 
vHth  a  heavy  squall  at  south,  in  which  she  spRt 
her  fore^topsail,  was  compelled  again  to  put  to 
sea.    ^uch  a  sea  had  run  witMv  the  Heads^ 
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that  the  officer  who  went  down,  (Captain 
Johnston),  had  found  it  impracticable  to  board 
her.  With  any  person  on  board  who  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  harbour,  she  might  have  been 
run  with  ease  from  the  Middle-head  into  Spijpg 
Cove.  At  night  the  wind  increased,  with 
much  rain.  A  general  uneasiness  spread  itself 
through  the  colony :  for  it  was  remembered 
that  the  Justinian  formerly,  with  a  car^o  of 
provisions,  after  making  the  north  head  of  the 
harbour,  and  being  blovra  off  to  the  northward, 
was  three  weeks  before  she  regained  it,  and  was 
during  that  time  very  nearly  lost  in  a  gale  of 
wind.  Next  day,  the  ship  that  had  been  seen, 
was  again  to  be  discerned  from  the  flag^staff^ 
as  also  another  vessel.  It  was  not  till  the  day 
after,  that  the  wind  and  weather  having  both 
changed,  she  anchored  in  the  cove.  She 
proved  to  be  the  ship  William  of  London,  and 
was  followed  by  the  vessel  that  had  been  sub- 
sequently seen,  and  which  was  found  to  be  the 
Arthur,  a  small  brig  of  about  ninety-five  tons, 
from  Bengal. 

The  William  had  sailed  from  London  on  the  • 
1st  of  the  preceding  July,  whence  she  proceeded 
to  Cork,  where  she  took  on  board  eleven  him- 
dred  and  seventy-three  barrels  of  beef  and  nine 
hundred  and  seven  of  pork,  which,  at  the  full 
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ration^  was  a  sufficient  supply  qf  those  articles 
for  the  colony  for  four  months.  She  also 
brought  a  dressing-ikiill  for  flour,  a  small  quan- 
tity of  iron,  two  pair  of  millstones  and  some 
smith's  tools.  The  Bengal  brig  brought  a 
small  quantity  of  beef  and  pork,  some  sugar, 
Bengal  rum  and  coarse  calicos. 

By  the  Williamarrived  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden, 
who  came  as  an  assistant  chaplain  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Johnson. 

However  plentifiiUy  the  colony  might  now 
be  supplied  with  salt  provisions,  it  was  miserably 
deficient  in  grain.  The  last  remaining  rations 
of  wheat  were  served  out  on  the  1 7th,  (a  proper 
quantity  being  reserved  for  seed),  arid  on  the 
next  provision  day  Indian  com  was  substituted 
for  it.  The  unripened  state  of  this  latter, 
which  made  it  wholly  unfit  to  grind,  was  a  full 
proof  of  the  public  distress  in  the  article  of 
grain. 

It  appears  that  the  day  on  which  the  William 
arrived,  a  corn-mill  was  set  to  work  at  Para- 
matta. It  was  worked  by  capstan-bars,  and 
was  the  first  successfiil  attempt  at  a  mill  of  .any 
4Sort  in  New  South  Wales.  Another,  which 
had  been  tried  some  months  before,  had  speedily 
faikd  ;  more  fi^omi  the  uriseasoned  state  of  the 
timber,  than  the.  want  of  ingenuity  in  the  mill* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


186  THE  HWTORV  OF  [1794. 

Wright,  who  was  a  convict. — ^it  will  appee^ 
00me  reproach  to  the  spirit  of  improvement  in 
the  colony,  that  the  existence  c^  a  mill  should 
date  from  the  sixth  year  of  its  settlement. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  3rd  of  April,  the 
signal  was  made  at  the  south-^head  f^r  a  sail, 
and  about  four-  o'clock  the  Dedalus  storeship 
anchored  in  the  cove  from  the  north-^west 
coast  of  America.  Captain  Vancouver  returned, 
by  this  vessel,  most  of  the  provisions  which  had 
been  sent  him  from  the  public  stores  of  the 
settlement.  Lieutenant  Hanson  (m  bis  arriv^ 
at  Nootka  Sounds  found  that  the  Ckpladtl^ 
ship  (the  Discovery)  had  sailed.  He  had  how- 
ever left  a  letter  directing  him  to  follotr  W 
another  port  which  he  specified.  The  lie\t^ 
tenant  was  however  so  fortunate  as  to  overtake 
the  Discovery  and  Chatham  armed4endeF  at 
sea,  and  afterwards  proceeded  with  then*  to 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  He  brought  back  wrtk 
him  to  Sydney,  tiie  native  he  had  taken  out. 
'He  reported  him  not  only  to  have  behaved  m 
a  mo^  orderly  mani^r  during  the  voyage^  buC 
even  to  have  made  himsdlf  more  x\seMt  than  the 
generality  of  European  landsmen  would  haftf 
done. 

The  day  folk>wi8g  the  arrival  of  the  Dedal^, 
the  Frandfi  Mhoo^er  returned  from  Norfolk 
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Isl^nd^  having  been  absent  five  weefksr  and  one 
day.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bayne,  chaplain  of  the 
New  South  Wales  corps,  and  Mr.  Grimes;  the 
deputy -surveyor  of  lands,  with  some  other 
passengers,  arrived  in  her.  Mr.  King's  second 
crop  of  Indian  com  had  been  so  productive, 
that  he  was  enabled  to  make  an  oflFer  of  sending 
five  thousand  bushels  of  that  article  to  Sydney, 
if  required. 

T^e  settlement  on  the  bank^  of  the  Hawkes- 
bury  appeared  at  this  time  to  be  in  a  thriving 
state.  The  soil  was  in  general  a  rich  bladi 
mould  of  great  depth.  Potatoes  in  particular 
were  said  to  come  to  perfection  there  with  a 
rapidity  unknown  in  Europe. 

In  June,  the  entire  amount  of  the  H  ve-stock  in 
the  colony,  was  nine  horses,  eleven  mares,  three 
aased,  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  goats,  five 
iMQidred  and  twenty-six  sheep  and  forty  homed 
cattle. 

tn  June  and  July,  several  storeshipsf  arrived 
with  abundant  supplies,  as  also  some  Amaican 
taaders^ 

The  attempt  to  penetrate  and  if  possible  t& 
pass  the  mountains  was  at  this  time  renewed. 
One  Henry  Hacking  who  had  formerly 
bdionged  to  the  Sirius,  and  w*k)  was  considered? 
a*  »  Very  active  and  hardy  sportsman,  was? 
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fyLed  upcm  for  the  expedition.  He  accordingly 
set*  off  properly  equipped  and  provided,  and 
accompanied  by  one  or  two  other  persons.  In 
the  attempt  to  pass  this  formidable  barrier,  he 
failed.  He  effected  however  considerably  more 
than  any  of  his  predecessors;  for  he  at  least 
reached  the  mountains,  and  even  penetrated  to 
the  extent  of  several  milea.  He  returned  with 
the  account,  that  new  and  apparently  endless 
ridges  and  precipices  had  obliged  him  to  relin- 
quish, the  undertaking.  He  had  had  a  view, 
and  that  but  momentary,  of  one  human  being, 
who  fled  at  his  approach. 

Accounts  which  arrived  at  this  time  (August) 
from  Norfolk  Island,  of  the  produce  of  that 
settlement,  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. The  surplus  quantity  was  so  great, 
that  Mr.  King  had  purchased  on  the  part  of 
government  and  for  the  use  of  the  principal 
settlement,  eleven  thousand  bushels  of  maize, 
and  it  appeared  that  even  this  was  a  quantity 
very  inferior  to  what  might  have  been  spared. 
The  bills  on  this  occasion,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  three  thousand  pounds,  were  «ent  to  the 
lieutenant-governor  at  .Sydney ;  but  here  an 
unfortunate  check  was  given  to  rising  industry, 
and  there  being  no  immediate  necessity  for  the 
supply,  and  some  doubt  occurring  of  the  appro- 
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bation  of  government  at  home  for  such  a  step^ 
acceptance  was  reftised.  The  consequaices  o§ 
the  damp  that  operated  on  this  occasion^  were 
SQch^  that  some  of  the  marine  settlers  in  the 
island^  and  these  had  been  amongst  the  most 
industrious^  threw  up  tHeir  farms  and  enlisted  in 
the  New  South  Wales  corps;  The  lieutenant? 
governor  soon  after  explained  his  intentions,' 
with  a  view  to  restore  the  spirits  of  the  settlers^ 
by  assurii^  them  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
laying  the  affair  before  his  Majesty's  govem- 
ment,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  charge  should 
be  taken  of  the  grain,  with  the  responsibility 
to  return  the  same  quantity,  in  the  case  of  its 
not  being  purchased.  The  effects  of  this  blow 
were  never  recovered  in  Norfolk  Island;  so 
that  there  was  always  reason  to  regret  the  casfr 
riot  having  been  provided  for  in  time  with 
sufficient  clearness,  especially  as  an  assurance 
of  the  purchase  of  surplus  grain  by  govern* 
ment,  at  a  reasonable  price,  might,  at  least  till 
notice  to  the  contrary,  have  been  fairly  deduced 
from  Governor  Phillip's  declarations  at  the  first 
settlement  of  the  colony. 

There  arrived  in  October  four  persons  from 
Scotland  of  the  names  of  Palmer,  Muir,  Skir- 
viiig,  and  Margarot,  who  had  been  sentenced 
to  transportation  by  the  High  Court  of  Justi* 
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ciary  for  sedition.  There  arrived  also  in  the 
game  transport,  a  guard  of  an  ensign  and 
twentyone  privates,  of  the  New  South  Wales 
corps.  Six  of  these  privates  were  deserters 
from  other  regiments,  brought  from  the  ^voy, 
and  one  of  them  was  understood  to  have  been 
trial  for  mutiny  at  Quebec.  The  degree  of 
danger  there  might  be,  in  making  the  corps  a 
receptacle  of  such  persons,  bad  no  dotibt  in  this 
instance  been  considered.  The  impolicy  of  it 
as  a  system,  could,  one  would  imagine,  admit 
of  no  dispute. 

-  On  the  17th  the  Mercury,  an  American 
brig,  commanded  by  Mr.  William  Btimet, 
anchored  in  the  cove,  from  Falkland  Islands. 
He  was  bound  for  the  north-west  coast  of 
America,  and  landed  in  New  South  Wal^ 
with  a  view  principally  to  the  recovery  of  his 
crew  from  the  scurvy,  with  which  they-  weie 
grra^tly  afflicted.  He  gave  the  gentlemcii  bt 
Sydiiejr  the  welcome  information,  that  he  had 
Seen  at  Falkland  Islands  the  officers  of  the 
Spanish  ship  Desawierta,  from  whom  he 
learned  that  the  Atrevida  was  iiot  far  distant, 
and  that  neither  ship  had  met  with  loss  or  acci- 
dent since  their  departure  from  the  colony. 
Having  applied  to  the  commodore  Malaspina 
fta  a  supply  of  biscuit,  an  arfeiole  6f  which  h« 
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was  greatly  in  want^  and  oflfered  him  payment 
for  it  in  whatever  mode  might  be  most  accept- 
able^  that  generous  officer  supplied  him  gra- 
tuitously with  more  than  the  quantity  he 
solicited.  • 

On  the  15th  of  December  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Grose  embarked  on  board  the 
Dedalus  for  England^  and  the  administration 
of  th«  colony  devolved  on  Captain  William. 
Patersoii>  he  being  the  officer  next  in  rank. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Arrival  of  Governor  Hunter. 

The  Hawkesbury  was  now  found  to  be  subject 
to  very  dangerous  floods.  The'  fertilization 
however  of  the  adjaceiit  lands  from  this  cause, 
was  thought  >  to  outweigh  the  disadvantages. 
In  some  countries,  the  ingenuity  of  man,  aided 
by  the  experience  of  ages,  is  known  in  such 
instances  to  convert  a  physical  evil  into  the 
highest  benefit.  Such  precautionary  arts  may 
in  time  be  used  with  the  same  effect  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and  its  inundations 
may  become  the  boast  and  the  wealth  of  New 
South  Wales.  But  although  this  river,  from 
the  irregularity  of  its  changes,  appears  to 
demand  a  greater  degree  of  vigilance  and 
contrivance  than  any  other  in  the  world,  yet  at 
the  period  of  which  we  treat,  and  for  years 
a!fter,  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  improvi- 
dent than  the  conduct  of  the  settlers,  in  erecting 
their  houses  and  other ,  buildings  in  unsafe 
situations,  and  their  thoughtless  exposure  of 
cattle,  grain  and  effects,  to  such  disasters. 
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Whatever  estimable  qualities  may  sometimes 
be  discovered  in  savage3>  they  never  fail  front 
time  to  time^  to  betray  those  ilack  and  grained 
spots  in  human  nature^  which  knowledge  and 
the  arts  of  polished  life  can  alone  ever  wash 
out.  It  appears  from  Colonel  Collinses  narra- 
tive, that  about  this  time,  some  natives  dragged 
a  female  of  a  hostile  tribe  into  the  woods,  and 
put  her  to  death  with  circumstances  too  horrid 
to  mention.  The  discovery  must  have  been  of 
course  made  too  late  for  any  effectual  interpo- 
sition. 

On  the  4th  of  March  the  Britannia,  which 
had  sailed  about  six  months  before  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  on  a  voyage  of  speculation  for 
some  of  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the 
colony,  now  returned  to  Sydney,  with  a  cargo 
consisting  principally  of  one  horse,  twenty-nine 
mares,  three  fillies  and  twelve  sheep.  Eleven 
mares  had  died  on  the  passage,  from  a  cir- 
cumstance already  so  often  noticed,  the  not 
having  been  kept  sufficiently  long  on  dry  food 
before  they  were  embarked. 

Qii  the  15th  when  the  colony  was  anxiously 
expecting  an  arrival  from  England,  a  sail 
appeared  which  proved  to  be  the  Fancy  sriow. 
Captain  Dell,  from  New  Zealand,  and  last 
from  Norfolk  Island    He  had  remained  at  the 
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former  place  three  months,  in  the  river  named 
by  Captain  Cook  the  Thames,  and  had  pro- 
cured a  considerable  number  of  spars  for  the 
£^t  India  market.  In  the  course  of  his  stay 
j»  the  Thames,  he  cut  down  upward?  of  two 
hundred  very  fine  trees  of  the  pine  kind,  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  length. 
In  these  trees,  the  turpentine  was  observed  to 
be  conveyed  down  the  centre  of  the  wood ; 
whereas  in  the  Norfolk  Island  species,  it  passes 
between  the  wood  and  the  bark.  The  inha* 
bitants  were  eager  to  barter  their  flax  for  ircwti. 
On  the  31st  of  May  the  Endeavour,  Captain 
Bampton,  of  eight  hundred  tons,  from  Bombay, 
arrived  in  the  cove,  having  on  board  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  head  of  homed  cattle,  and 
a  quantity  of  rice  and  other  articles,  that  had 
been  contracted  for  by  Lieutenant-Governor 
Grose.  Mr.  Bampton  had  been  very  successfril 
in  his  care  of  the  cattle,  having  lost  but  one 
eow  in  a  passage  of  eleven  weeks.  After  the 
losses  that  had  so  often  been  suffered  on  similar 
oecasions  from  injudicious  methods,  the  manage- 
ment which  seems  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
that  success,  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remarks 
He  had  ranged  them  on  each  side  of  the  gun« 
deck,  fore-and-aft,  without  confining  tbem,  to 
separate  stalls,  so  that  they  formed  a  supftort 
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to  each  other.  They  were  well  provided  with 
mats  and  cc»istently  cleaned^  and  when  the 
ship  tacked,  they  were  carefully  placed  with 
their  heads  to  windward.  They  were  fed  and 
watered  with  regularity,  and  the  deck  they 
stood  (HI  was  well  aired  by  scuttles  and  wind- 
sails. 

The  {practices  of  the  natives  in  the  vicinity 

of  Sydney,  by  which  they  adjusted  their  private 

dilutes,  and  which  have  been  before  observed 

to  be,  in  some  instances,  duels  or  affairs  of 

honour,  appearednow  more  than  ever  to  assume 

that  form.  .  Seconds  attended  the  parties,  the 

distance  for  throwing  the  lance  was  marked  by 

them,   and  the  further  refinement  of  having 

nirgical    assistance    at    hand    was    adopted. 

Tl^se  exhibitions  ccdlected  great  numbers  of 

spectators  from  the  town.     Any  forther  descrip- 

tioD,  however,  than  what  we  have  already 

given,  might  have  been  omitted  here,  but  lor 

t&e  appearance  at  one  of  these  tournaments,  of 

an  ^ctraordinary  perscmage,  who  was^  said  to 

have  ccmie  from  a  ^tant  part  of  the  coast, 

attracted  by  the  wonders  of  the  settlement,  and 

profiipted  also,  as  it  appeared,  by  the  ambition 

^  Splaying  his  prowess  and  skill  in  arms^ 

This  warrior,  whose  name  was  Gomaboack, 

had  come  und^p  the  safe-conduct  and  good- 
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faith  of  some  natives  who  lived  to  the  south  of 
Botany  Bay.  His  professed  design  was  to  try 
the  skill  and  courage  of  the  natives  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sydney.  He  was  received 
by  his  destined  antagonists  with  respectful 
firmness.  But  whatever  opinion  might  be 
entertained  of  his  intended  performances,  his 
stature  was  certainly  too  low  for  that  of  a  heiro, 
for  he  was  in  height  but  five  feet  three  inches. 
He  was,  however,  by  far  the  most  muscular 
and  well-proportioned  native  that  had  as  yet 
been  seen.  His  spears  were  remarkably  long, 
and  his  shield  was  large  enough  to  cover  his 
whole  body.  Man  is  universally  a  war  animal, 
and  when  this  formidable  champion,  whose 
fame  had  preceded  him,  took  his  ground,  the 
colonists  that  were  present,  felt  an  involuntary 
interest  in  the  honour  of  the  natives  of  the 
settlement.     The  contest  was  gallant  on  both 

^  sides.  It  ended,  however,  notwithstanding  a 
succession  of  rencounters,  -  without  material 
injury  to  any  of  the  parties,  and  with  none  to 
the  stranger.     The  people  of   Sydney  now 

^  thought  it  but  justice  to  praise  his  martial 
talents,  the  strength  and  muscle  of  his  arm  and 

justness  of  his  eye^  Envy,  however,  was  as 
usual  busy  with  merit,  and  the  Sydney  natives, 
sickening  at  his  praises,  whispered  their  Euro- 
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pean  friends^  that  he  was  a  cannibal;  well 
knowing  the  horror  in  which  they  held  such  an 
idea.  This  knight-errant  was  re-conducted  to 
his  own  country  by  his  friends  or  enemies,  who 
seemed  to  be  not  very  easy  to  distinguish  from 
each  other,  and  he  is  said  at  last  to  have  died 
the  victim  of  his  passion  for  fame. 

On  the  26th  of  August  his  Majesty's  ship 
Providence  of  twenty-eight  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Broughton,  arrived  at  Port  Jackson 
from  England,  which  she  had  left  on  the  25th 
of  February  in  company  with  the  Reliance 
and  Supply.  On  board  the  Reliance  was 
Governor  Hunter,  who  might  therefore  be  daily 
expected  in  the  colony. 

The  Providence  met  with  very  bad  weather 
on  her  passage  from  the  Brazil  coast,  and  was 
driven  a  good  deal  to  the  northward  of  Port 
Jackson  into  Port  Stephens,  where  she  anchored. 
Here  were  found  and  taken  on  board,  in  a 
miserable  condition,  four  convicts,  the  remainder 
of  five  that  had  run  away  from  the  colony  in 
the  year  1790,  and  had  lived  ever  since  with 
the  natives.  These  persons  reported,  that  they 
had  been  kindly  treated  by  them,  that  they  had 
been  supplied  by  them  with  fish  and  such  other 
necessaries,  as  were  in  the  power  of  beings,  who 
were  themselves  so  dependent  on  a  casual  sub- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


198  THE  HISTORY  pF  [17^. 

sistence.  They  accounted  for  the  kindness  of 
this  treatment  from  the  superstitious  notion 
which  they  said  prevailed  amongst  them,  that 
the  Europeans  were  thdir  ancestors  come  to 
revisit  the  earth. 

'We  naturally  seize  upon  every  fact  which 
tends  to  establish  the  opinion,  that  man  is 
essentially  a  religious  being.  It  is  almost  as 
certain  as  any  thing  founded  upon  experience 
can  be,  that,  on  a  near  examination,  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  human  race  unimpressed  with 
the  idea  of  a  future  state ;  and  from  this  uni- 
versality, natural  religion  infers  the  truth  of 
that  idea.  If  it  be  interwoven  in  our  very 
nature,  or  to  speak  more  philosc^icaliy,  if  the 
constitution  of  the  human  mind  necessarily 
leads  to  it,  the  belief  of  it  is  th^a  as  mudi  a 
divine  ordinance  as  any  other  law  of  nature, 
and  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  thai  to  be 
a  law  of  which  the  belief  is  a  law*.  It  may 
perhaps  be  said,  that  no  great  credit  is  in  general 
to  be  attached  to  reports  such  asi  that  we  have 
mentioned.  The  one  in  question  however 
seems  to  admit  of  little  difficulty.     That  these 


*  The  more  decisive  proofs  founded  on  revelation,  are 
not  the  object  here.  We  confine  ourselves^  to  the  single 
topic  connected  with  our  narrative. 
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persons  were  treated  with  kindness,  appears 
almost  from  their  very  existence  after  such  a 
lapse  of  time.  That  they  were  so  treated  on  a 
religious  principle,  seems  also  well  supported. 
Superstition  is  the  religion  of  a  savage,  religion 
perverted  by  passion  or  by  fancy.  That  it  was 
the  operating  principle  in  the  case  before  us, 
is  as  probable,  as  it  would  be  etherise  that 
the  natives  of  New  South  Wales  should  act 
from  a  refined  humanity.  We  have  dwelt  the 
more  on  these  considerations,  in  consequence 
of  the  assertions  which  have  been  so  roundly 
made,  that  no  traces  of  any  religious  notions 
have  ever  been  discovered  in  the  natives  of 
New  Holland. 

On  the  ITth  of  September  Captain  John 
Hunter,  of  whom  so  much  mention  has  been 
already  made,  arrived  with  the  appointment  of 
governor  of  the  colony.  On  the  11th  he  took 
upon  him  the  exercise  of  his  authority,  his 
Msyesty's  commission  being  publicly  read  by 
the  judge  advocate ;  on  which  occasion  his 
ESxcellency  addressed  a  numerous  audience  of 
all  descriptions  of  persons,  in  a  speech  expressive 
of  2eal  for  his  Majesty's  and  the  public  service, 
a  sacred  regard  for  the  interests  of  all  classes 
^f  the  community,  and  consequently  an  in- 
flexible determination  to  administer  the  govern- 
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ment  intrusted  to  him,  with  justice  and  impar- 
tiality,— sentiments,  to  which  every  part  of  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  the  speaker  served  as  eC 
commentary. 

Two  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  corps, 
also  Mr.  S.  Leeds  kn  assistant-surgeon,  and 
Mr.  D.  Payne  a  master  boat-builder,  arrived 
with  the  governor.  He  also  brought  with  him 
a  small  quantity  of  provisions,  a  town-clock, 
and  the  principal  parts  of  a  large  windmill. 

On  the  4th  of  October  the  Young  William, 
a  storeship,  anchored  in  the  cove  from  England 
with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  after  a  passage  of 
only  four  months  and  nine  days.  She  had 
sailed  from  Spithead  in  company  with,  another 
storeship,  the  Sovereign,  taking  her  route  by 
the  way  of  Rio  Janeiro,  where  she  anchored 
on  the  12th  of  July,  and  which  she  left  on  the 
21st  of  the  same  month.  Having  met  vdth 
bad  weather  nearly  the  whole  of  her  voyage, 
she  had  shipped  great  quantities  of  water,  and 
being  very  deeply  laden,  was  considerably 
strained.  About  a  month  afterwards  arrived 
the  Sovereign,  with  provisions.  Like  the 
Young  William,  she  touched  at  Rio  Janeiro, 
and  like  her  had  met  with  very  bad  weather. 
From  the  time  of  her  making  the  South  Cape 
of  New  Holland,  il  was  three  weeks  before  she 
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was  able  to  gain  the  cove.  She  brought,  one 
settler^  a  Mr.  Kennedy,  with  his  sister  and 
three  nieces. 

Captain    Hunter's    administration   of  the 
colony,  was  distinguished  soon  after  his  arrival, 
by  a  lucky  event.     The  reader  will  recollect 
the  distressing  loss  of  the  cattle,  which  took 
place  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  settlement. 
A  strong  hope  was  now  conceived  of  i^ecovering 
them,  with  probably  a  considerable  augmen- 
tation of  their  numbers.     The  combats  of  the 
natives  near  Sydney,  were  sometimes  attended 
by  parties  of  the  inland   or  wood  savages. 
From  the  reports  of  these,  accompanied^ with 
very  expressive  imitations  of  the  roarings  and 
butting  of  these  animals,  it  was  of    course 
inferred  that  they  had  seen  them.     With  a 
view  therefore  to  discover  their  retreat,  two 
convicts  who  had  been  employed  to  shoot  for 
the  officers,  set  out  upon  a  diligent  search,  to  a 
part  of  the  country  which  the  savages  indicated. 
On  their  return,  they  related  that  they  had 
seen  a  herd  in  a  distant  part  which  they 
described.     The  circumstance  being  reported 
to  the  govemofr,  he  resolved  personally  to  ascer- 
tain what  he  justly  conceived  to  be  a  matter  of 
no  small  importance  to  the  colony.  Being  how- 
ever particularly  occupied  by  public  business. 
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he  determined  on  dispatching  in  the  mean  time 
Henry  Hacking,  to  the  part  of  the  country 
where  the  cattle  were  §aid  to  have  been  seen, 
with  orders  if  possible  to  find  them  and  make 
h£5  report  to  him  upon  the  fact.  Hacking 
returning  from  the  search  confirmed  the  former 
statement,  and  the  governor  shortly  after 
(November  the  18th)  set  off  from  Paramatta 
with  Captain  Collins,  Captain  Waterhouse, 
Mr.  Bass,  Hacking  and  the  two  convicts.  The 
party,  under  the  guidance  of  these  latter, 
travelled  two  days  S.  S.  W.  and  having  crossed 
the  Nepean,  saw  a  fine  herd  of  upwards  of 
forty,  grazing  in  a  pleasant  and  fertile  pastu- 
rage. 

The  place  where  this  discovery  was  made, 
find  which  appears  to  have  been  their  principal 
haunt,  is  said  to  have  resembled  those  spots  in 
the  most  improved  countries,  where  the  refine* 
ments  of  art  are  employed  to  imitate  the  happiest 
efifects  of  nature.  Here  was  found  a  verdant 
fiward,  a  graceful  inequality  of  surfece  and 
intermixtu're  of  trees,  i^rubs  and  thickets,  with 
here  and  there  beautiful,  openings,  in  which 
were  seen  pieces  of  water  covered  with  ducks, 
black  swans  and  other  fowte,  and  fringed  with 
various  plants  and  flowers. 

The  day  being  far  advaticed,  the  party' 
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rested  for  that  night  under  the  shade  of  the 
trees  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  cattle^ 
hoping  in  the  morning  to  be  gratified  ageiin 
with  a  sight  of  them,  perhaps  with  some  ad<fii<* 
tion  to  their  numbers.     Although  they  could 
by  no  supposition  be  any  other  than  the  cattle 
in  question^  yet  the  governor,  in  order  to  hav© 
the  utmost  positive  proof  of  this  that  could  be 
obtained,  gave  orders  to  Hacking  and  the  two 
other  attendants,  to  endeavour  in  the  morning 
to  get  near  enough  to  kill  one  of  the  calves, 
and  as  the  cattle  that  had  been  lost  were  of  the 
Cape  breed,  an  examination  as  to  this  point, 
would  he  thought  leave  no  possible  doubt  of 
the  fact  he  wished  to  establish.    The  three 
men  took  a  station  next  day  with^  their  guns ; 
but  while  waiting  for  the  passing  of  the  herd, 
which  was  now  perceived  to  ccmsist  of  upward 
of  sixty,  young  and  old,  they  were  furiously 
attacked  by  a  bull,  which  for  their  own  safety 
they  were  obliged  to  kill.     This  being  a  full- 
grown  animal,  was  still  better  suited  to  their 
purpose  than  a  younger  one.     He  was  found 
to  have  all  the  distinctive  marks  of  the  Cape 
breed,  such  as  wide-spreading  horns,  a  mode- 
rate rising  or  hump  between  the  shoulders  and 
a  short  thin  tail.    The  party  being  seven  or 
ei^t  and  thirty  miles  from  Paramatta,  could 
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take  with  them  but  a  small  quantity  of  the 
beef.  The  remainder  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  upon  the  spot  to  the  birds  and  wild  dogs^ 
greatly  to  the  regret  of  the  governor  and  every 
one,  as  fresh  meat  of  every  sort  was  particu- 
larly desirable  at  this  time  for  the  use  of  the 
hospital.  They  resolved  however  to  carry 
away  as  much  as  they  could,  in  a  return  of  so 
great  length  through  the  woods.  They  consi- 
dered themselves  as  recompensed  for  their 
fatigue,  by  being  enabled  to  display,  as  a  trophy 
of  their  useful  success,  and  which  might  serve 
as  an  earnest  of  future  abundance,  the  first 
sample  of  forest  beef  which  the  colony  had 
afforded. 

The  month  of  November  this  year,  was 
marked  by  the  introduction  into  New  South 
Wales,  of  a  printing-press.  It  was  at  first 
employed  merely  for  the  convenience  of  govern- 
ment, in  the  printing  of  public  acts  and  docu- 
ments ;  but  the  time  could  not  be  far  off  when 
books,  the  pride  of  mankind  in  every  age, 
would  be  its  object.  New  Holland  may 
speedily  herself  have  her  poets,  historians  and 
philosophers.  If  hunger,  as  has  been  asserted, 
i§  the  cradle  of  genius,  the  colony  has  not  been 
without  its  advantages ;  but  the  abundance 
which  follows  in  the  train  of  commerce  and 
liberty,  is  a  much  better  pledge. 
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Several  native  boys,  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
years  of  age,  were  at  this  time  living  amongst 
the  settlers  in  the  different  districts,  and  were 
found  extremely  useful  for  field  labour.  The 
quantity  of  ground  they  could  hoe  in  a  given 
time,  was  greater  than  what  was  done  by  any 
equal  number  of  convicts.  Some  of  these  boys 
were  allowed  a  ration  of  provisions  from  the 
public  stores. 

It  was  about  this  period  calculated,  that  the 
produce  of  the  colony  in  grain,  began  to  be 
nearly  equivalent  to  its  consumption  from  crop 
to  crop. 

The  close  of  this  year  was  distinguished  by 
a  meteorological  phenomenon.  A  shower  of 
large  pieces  of  ice  passed  over  the  colony  in  a 
N.  W.  direction.  It  was  fortunate  indeed  that 
it  was  not  more  general,  as  the  mischief  it  did 
where  it  fell,  was  considerable.  The  standing 
wlieat  was  cut  to  pieces,  the  large,  thick  stalks 
of  the  Indian  com  were  broken,  many  shrubs 
were  destroyed,  and  trees  battered  as  if  by  shot. 
The  pieces  of  ice,  after  having  been  long 
enough  on  the  ground  to  lose  some  part  of 
their  size,  were  found  to  "be  in  general  from  six 
to  eight  inches  long  and  two  fingers  at  least  in 
thickness. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Diacovery  of  CoaL— ^Population. — Ufve  Stock. 
— Lands  in  CuUivatiQu. 

This  year  (1796)  was  distinguished  by  tlw 
discovery  of  coal  in  the  colony.  The  people 
of  a  fishing-boat  that  had  come  back  from  a 
bay  near  Port  Stephens,  which  is  situated  abmit 
seventy  miles  to  the  north  of  Port  Jackson^ 
broi^ht  in  with  them  several  large  pieces, 
which  they  had  found  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  beach,  on  the  surface  of  the  grouiMi 
Not  long  after  this,  there  was  found  southward 
of  Botany  Bay,  about  seven  leagues  from  Point 
Solander,  in  the  face  of  a  range  of  steep  cliffir 
washed  by  the  sea,  a  stratum  of  coal,  in  breadth 
about  six  feet  and  extending  eight  or  nine  miles^ 
along  ^the  eoai^  Near  the  tops  of  the  preci* 
plc^s  were  also  observed  patches  of  the  same 
substance* 

Thei*trical  amusenients  will  hardly  at  this 
pgriod  be  expected  to  be  enumerated  amongtiA 
those  of  Sydney^  yet  we  find  that  a  small  play- 
house was  opened  for  public  admission,  at 
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which  the  representations  are  said  to  have  been 
not  contemptible. 

A  drinking  mania^  as  it  has  been  emphati- 
cally called^  prevailed  at  this  time.  The 
colony  had  always  sujffered  more  or  less  from 
this  pemidous  excess^  and  its  prevention^  par- 
ticularly by  the  prohibition  of  distillation^  had 
been  a  constant  object  of  the  different  governors 
and  commandants;  but  it  may  be  doubted^  (as 
was  suggested  by  a  military  officer  of  rank^ 
when  examined  on  the  affairs  of  New  South 
Wales  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons)^  whether  these  methods  may  not 
have  been  in.  part  the  cause  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of.  jSbriety^  though  incorrigible  in  some 
individual  instances^may  perhaps^  as  a  common 
or  general  evil,  be  itself  its  best  cure.  The 
i^inion  seems  founded  in  human  natulre,  and 
actual  experience  is  decidedly  favourable  to  it 
in  the  instances  of  those  countries  that  produce 
wine.  The  severe,  but  not  too  severe,  r^ula- 
tion  of  British  law,  by  which  the  drunkard  is 
made  answerable  when  sober  for  his  actions 
when  drunk,  seems  to  ftilfil  what  may  be 
expected  from  legislation  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Skirving  did  not  long  survive  his  arrival 
in  the  colony.  He  died  on  the  19th  of  March. 
^  In  the  hope"  says  Colonel  Collins  "  of  re- 
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"  ceiving  remittances  from  England,  which 
"  might  enable  him  to  proceed  with  spirit  and 
"  success  in  farming,  of  which  he  appeared  to 
«  have  a  thorough  knowledge,  he  had  pur- 
«  chased  from  different  persons  who  had 
"  ground  to  sell,  about  one  hundred  acres  of  x 
*'  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Sydney."  It 
appears  from  the  same  narrative  that  the  ex- 
pected remittances  did  not  arrive.  He  wps 
also  it  seems  much  mistaken  in  the  productive- 
ness of  the  land  purchased.  The  complaint 
which  carried  him  off  was  a  dysentery.  Mr. 
Muir,  who  it  may  be  recollected  had  come  to 
New  Sotitii  Wales  under  a  similar  sentence, 
had  taken  an  opportunity  of  escaping  in  an 
American  ship.  "  He  purposed  practising," 
says  the  same  writer  "  at  the  American  bar,  as 
«  an  advocate ;  a  point  of  information  which 
«<  he.  left  behind  him  in- a  letter.  In  New 
«  South  Wales  he  chiefly  passed  his  time  in 
*f  literary  ease  and  retirement,  living  out  of  the 
**  town  at  a  little  spot  of  ground  which  he  had 
«  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  seclusion." 

The  Supply  arrived  from  Norfolk  Island  on 
the  18th  of  April,  after  the  remarkably  short 
absence  of  three  weeks  and  four  days.  There 
arrived  on  the  same  day  an  American,  the  snow 
Susan,irom  Rhode  Island,  after  a  passage  as 
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remarkable  for  its  tediousness^  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-one  days,  without  having  touched  at 
any  port.     It  is  said  of  the  hardy  navigators 
of  that  part  of  the  world,  that  they  sometimes 
make  such  voyages  on.  principles  of  frugality. 
The  excellent  health  of  the  crew  after  so  severe 
a  trial,  naturally  attracted   notice.      When 
inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  methods  they  used 
for  its  preservation,  they  replied  that  strong 
Exercise,  acids  in  their  diet,  and  fumigations  of 
tobacco  between  decks,  were  what  they  prin- 
cipally relied  on.     They, found  at  Sydney  but 
a  partial  sale  for  their  cargo,  which  consisted 
of  a  great  variety  of  articles,  and  after  some 
stay  proceeded  to  the  Caiiton  market.  Another 
American,  the    Grand    Turk,   from  Boston, 
arrived  some  time  after,  having  had  a  passage 
of  five  months.     Her  cargo  consisted  of  wine, 
spirits,  tobacco,  soap,  iron,  linseed  oil,  broad- 
cloth and  many  other  articles.     That  part  of  it 
which  she  was  unable  to  dispose  of  at  Sydney, 
she  carried  to  Manilla  and  Canton.     In  May 
the  Britannia  storeship  arrived  from  the  East 
Indies,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  provisions  and  rice 
procured  by  ord6r  of  the  presidencies  of  Cal- 
cutta and  Madras,  on  account  of  government 
On  private  account  she  brought  a  supply  of 
Bengal  cattle. 
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The  old  attempt  was  now  (June)  renewed, 
to  explore  and  if  possible  to  pass  the  Blue 
Mountains.  The  leader  of  this  expedition, 
Mr.  Bass,  surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  was  congi-^ 
dered  and  has  since  proved  himself  well  calcu- 
lated for  enterprises  of  intelligence  and  activity. 
He  was  however  in  this  instance  bafl9ied,  and 
returned  with  a  report  that  after  innumerable 
difficulties,  having  ascended  to  a  great  height, 
he  could  only  descry  another  apparently  im- 
practicable ridge,  with  intervening  woods. 

A  more  easy  as  well  as  more  agreeable 
excursion  was  undertaken  by  the  governor. 
He  had  been  so  pleased  with  his  discovery 
of  the  wild  herd  the  preceding  year,  as  well  as 
the  country  they  were  found  in,  that  he  noW 
indulged  in  a  second  expedition  of  the  same 
kind,  intending  however  to  vary  it  in  such 
manner  as  to  acquire,  as  far  as  the  time  allotted 
would  permit,  a  further  knowledge  of  tho£^ 
parts.  He  accordingly  set  off,  accompanied 
by  several  gentlemen,  with  attendants.  He 
was  not  disappointed  in  the  result.  The  cattle 
were  found,  though  not  in  the  same  spot,  yet 
not  very  remote  from  that  in  which  they  had 
been  first  seen*  The  face  of  the  country 
appeared  even  more  delightful  than  in  the 
former  expedition.      The  party,  by  a  long 
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Bjmerii,  through  the  most  beautiftilly  varied 
seenes  of  wood  and  glade^  reached  the  top  of  a 
very  high^  commanding  hill,  from  which  the 
eye  could  take  in  a  wide  prospect  on  every 
side,  except  that  on  which  it  was  bounded  at 
no  great  apparent  distance  -by  the  impassable 
mountains.  This  noble  eminence  was  of  a 
richness  of  soil  to  produce  some  of  the  largest 
timber  even  to  the  very  summit.  It  received 
from  the  parly  very  properly  the  name  of 
Mount  Hunter* 

Few  occupations  could  be  more  agreeable 
thftn  the  exploring  the  beauties  and  advantages 
6f  this  delightful  and  romantic  country,  but 
mueh  important  business  and  the  frirtheranc^ 
of  h  number  of  highly  usefrd  improvements^ 
^called  the  attention  of  the  governor  to  af&irs 
tft  Sydney. 

The  bills  formerly  drawn  by  certain  settlers 
of  Norfolk  Island  for  grain  sent  to  Sydney,  and 
which,  as  the  reader  may  recollect,  were  pro- 
tested by  the  late  lieutenant-governor,  were 
now  paid.. 

We  have  again  to  record,  towards  the  close 
of  this  year,  one  of  those  horrible  atrocities 
which  are  but  too  characteristic  of  man  in  an 
uncultivated  state.  A  little  native  girl  of 
bet>veen  six  and  seven  years  old,  had  lived  for 
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some  time  at  the  governor's,  and  from  her 
vivacity  and  docility  had  become  a  favourite. 
She  was  of  a  tribe  belonging  to  Broken  Bay. 
Both  her  parents  had  been  shot  with  some 
other  savages,  in  the  act  of  committing  some 
depredation.  The  child,  who  was  present  at 
the  time,  and  had  thus  become  destitute,  was 
taken  to  the  settlement,  and  as  we  have  already 
observed,  lived  with  the  governor.  A  jealousy 
had  been  remarked  to  influence  the  natives 
that  inhabited  the  neighbourhood  of  Sydney 
towards  those  of  other  tribes,  whenever  they 
were  particularly  noticed,  or  received  any  kind- 
ness from  the  colonists,  whose  favour  it  was 
evident  they  themselves  aimed  at  monopolizing. 
This  disposition  prompted  some  ot  them  to 
watch  an  opportunity  of  carrying'  this  child 
into  the  woods,  and  of  putting  her  to  death 
with  circumstances  of  the  most  horrid  barbarity. 
Pains  w6re  taken,  but  in  vain,  to  catch  and 
bring  to  the  punishment  they  deserved,  the 
perpetrators  of  this  detestable  deed. 

The  population  of  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales,  exclusively  of  Norfolk  Island,  may  at 
this  period  be  stated  at  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  persons,  that  of  Norfolk 
Island  at  eight  hundred  and  ninety. 
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Land  in  Cultivation^ 

ACRB8. 

Belonging  to  governmeDt      ....  1700 

To  the  ofEcers  civil  and  military     •    •  1172 

To  settlers .  2547 

Lice  Stock. 

Horses  and  Mares 57 

Horned  cattle ' 227 

Sheep 153J 

Goau 1427 

-  Hogs 1869 


^^  It  was  satisfactory,"  says  Colonel  Collins, 
*^  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  about  to  quit 
^^  the  colony,  to  reflect  that  they  left  it,  not 
"  only  with  a  prospect  of  plenty  before  it,  but 
"  with  stores  and  granaries  abundantly  filled 
^^  at  the  time.  Of  these,  the  judge-advocate* 
^^  and  the  commissary,  who  had  been  in  the 
*^  settlement  from  its  establishment,  had  wit- 
^  nessed  periods  of  distress  and  difficulty ;  but 
"  they  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  them 
^  fairly  surmounted,  and  the  probability  of 
*^  their  ever  recurring,  thrown  to  a  very  great 
^*  distance.  In  the  houses  of  individuals  were 
*^  to  be  found  most  of  the  comforts  and  not  a 
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"  few  of  the  luxuries  df  life.  For  these,  the 
"  colony  was  indebted  to  the  communications 
"  it  had  had  with  India,  and  other  parts  of  the 
"  world ;  and  the  former  years  of  famine,  toil 
"  and  difficulty,  were  now  exchanged  for  years 
^^  of  plenty,  ease  and  pleasure.'^ 

The  governor,  accompanied  by  a  party  of 
officers,  set  out  in  the  month  of  January  1797, 
upon  a  tour,  with  the  intention  to  take  a  review 
of  the  fafte  of  the  country,  and  to  inspect  the 
state  of  cultivation  at  the  different  out-settle- 
ments and  farms,  as  also  to  examine  the  soil  in 
some  new  situations.  He  first  proceeded  by 
land  to  Broken  Bay,  where  he  got  on  board 
the  colonial  schooher,  and  having  sailed  up 
part  of  the  Hawkesbury,  continued  his  progress 
in  boats.  At  the  settlement  that  had  been 
formed  upon  the  banks  of  this  river,  he  made 
an  accurate  muster,  and  such  regulations  as 
appeared  necessary  with  regard  to  cultivation^ 
police  and  other  objects. 

From  the  summit  of  Richmond  Hill  at  noon^ 
he  determined  its  distance  from  Prospect  HiU> 
where  he  had  directed  a  smoke  to  be  made. 
Their  bearing  by  compass,  with  the  respective 
latitudes  of  those  two  points,  gave  eighteen 
miles  in  a  direct  line. 

The  country  between  the  Hawkesbury  and 
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Paramatta^  he  found  in  general  to  be  extremely 
good^  and  the  banks  of  the  Nepean,  which  is 
a  branch  or  rather  a  continuation  of  that  river, 
of  an  exuberant  richness.  He  fixed  upon  a 
site  for  a  new  settlement^  near  a  chain  of  ponds, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  frojn  Paramatta, 
and  a  body  of  convicts  were  ordered  to. the 
spot  to  clear  the  wood.  To  this  new  settle* 
ment  he  gave  the  name  of  Portland  Place.  A 
bridge  was  commenced  and  soon  after  finished, 
over  a  stream  in  these  parts,  which  firom  the 
quantity  of  wild  fowl  upon  it,  bears  the  name 
of  Duck  River. 

The  colony  seemed  fated  to  have  its  sufferings 
by  fire  as  well  as  flood.  Conflagrations  of 
woods  and  fields,  of  stacks  and  houses,  whether 
firom  accidents  during  dry  seasons,  or  design  in 
the  natives  or  other  persons,  were  not  unfre- 
quent,  and  tlie  governor  was  an  eye-witness 
during  this  excursion,  to  some  lamentable 
occurrences  of  this  kind.  At  Wakefield  h« 
saw  a  stack,  containing  eight  hundred  bushels 
of  wheat,  burnt  to  the  ground.  Near  the  same 
epdiy  in  a  field  belonging  to  the  government, 
called  thp  Ninety  Acres,  where  there  were 
several  more  stacks,  the  flames  were  in  progress 
along  the  stubble,  and  tlie  surrounding  woods 
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had  caught  fire  even  to  the  very  tops  of  the 
trees.  Night  had  come  on,  and  there  was  a 
high  wind.  The  governor  saw  that  a  moment 
was  not  to  be  lost  to  save,  if  possible,  this  valu- 
able stock.  By  immediate  offers  of  money  and 
liberty  fhe  engaged  a  number  of  the  surrounding 
spectators  to  make  such  exertions  during  the 
whole  of  the  night,  as  finally  proved  successful. 
The  wind  had  fortunately  abated,  and  these 
persons,  by  beating  the  burning  stubble  with 
bushed  as  the  flames  approached,  at  length  got 
the  better  of  them,  but  not  without  much  per- 
sonal injury  to  themselves,  and  the  risk  of  still 
greater.  Had  not  the  governor,  who  was  the 
only  person  competent  to  offer  such  rewards, 
been  fortunately  present,  the  whole  would  have 
been  inevitably  consumed. 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  the  deplorable 
circumstance  occurred,  of  the.serjeant-major's 
daughter  miserably  perishing  in  a  stubble  field,  in 
the  midst  of  the  flames  that  had  surrounded  her. 

The  governor  now  examined,  with  great 
attention  to  the  soil  and  other  circumstances, 
the  parts  adjacent  to  the  small  river  named 
George's  River,  which  runs  into  Botany  Bay. 
Its  banks  were  already  known  to  be  very  beau- 
tifiil,  and  were  now  ascertained  to  be  extremely 
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fertile  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
settlement.  It  appeared  navigable  for  small 
craft  about  twenty  miles  up.  ' 

The  natural  productions  of  the  colony 
were  justly  considered  by  him  as  an  object  of 
no  small  interest. — ^A  tree  was  at  this  time 
discovered,  which  promised  to  be  of  considerable 
Aiture  importance,  and  which  indeed  could 
hardly  be  made  use  of  to  better  effect  than  at 
this  very  period,  when  the  settlement  was  in 
the  greatest  want  of  the  article  it  ftimished. 
The  bark  of  this  tree  when  soaked  in  water 
and  beaten,  was  found  equal  in  every  respect 
to  hemp  for  cordage.  Its  height  was  from 
fifty  to  seventy  feet,  its  diameter  scarcely  a  foot. 
It  appeared  to  be  of  quick  growth. — The 
general  character  of  the  timber  of  these  regions, 
(with  many  exceptions  however),  is  hardness^ 
and  consequently  weight.  Many  sorts  were 
found  to  be  so  heavy  as  not  to  float  in  water. 
— We  have  already  remarked  the  birds  of  this 
country  to  be  of  the  greatest  variety.  Those 
of  the  parrot  tribe,  such  as  the  macaw,  cokatoo, 
lorey,  green  parrot,  and  parroquets  of  different 
kinds  and  sizes,  are  cloathed  with  the  most 
beautiful  plumage  that  can  be  conceived.  "  It 
^^  would  require,"  says  Governor  Hunter, 
^^  the  pencil  of  an  able   limner  to  give  a 


Digitized 


by  Google 


818  THE  HISTORY  OF  [1797^ 

^^  9tranger  an  idea  of  them^  for  it  is  impossible 
^^  by  words  to  describe  them/'  There  are 
likewise  vast  numbers  of  hawks  of  varioiis 
stees  and  colours ;  also  many  species  of  pigeons 
9ttd  quails,  with  a  great  variety  of  smaller 
birds.  The  emu  of  New  South  Wales  has  the 
peculiarity  of  two  feathers  growing  out  of  each 
q«ilL  This  bird  was  found  too  swift  for 
the  fTeetest  dogs,  but  was  not  unfrequently 
shot.  "  The  flesh  was  by  us,"  says  Captain 
Hunter,  "  thought  delicious  ;  a  party  of  five, 
"  myself  included,  dined  on  a  side-bone  of  it 
*^  most  sumptuously." 

It  may  be  observed  in  general  with  regard 
to  the  productions  of  this  country,  that  what- 
ever approaches  they  may  make  in  some 
instances  to  those  pf  other  parts  of  the  world, 
they  are  invariably  characterized  by  some  spe- 
cific  distinction.  The  form  0;nd  colour  of  the 
crow  seems  to  identify  him  with  that  of  Europe, 
buthis  note  bespeaks  himof  a  different  creation.. 
Captain  Hunter  dwells  on  a  circumstance^  to 
wlUcb  we  have  .already  alluded,  and  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  nature  is  here 
Oiore  negligent  of  the  barriers,  which  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  distinguish  and  keep  asunder 
the  different  species,  whether  animal  or  vege- 
table.   ^^  We  have  shot  birds,"  says  he,  ^^  with 
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^^  the  head^  neck,  and  bill  of  a  parrot^  and  with 
^^  the  same  variety  of  the  most  beautiful  plu-^ 
^^  mage  on  those  parts^  for  whiqh  that  bird  is 
^'  distinguished  here/  and  a  tail  and  body  of  a 
^^  different  make  and  colour^  with  long^  straight 
^^  and  delicate  made  feet  and  legs;  which  19 
"  the  vCTy  reverse  of  any  bird  of  the  parrot 
^^  kind.  I  have  also  seen  a  bird^  with  the  legs 
^^  and  feet  of  a  parrot^  the  head  and  neck  made 
^^  and  coloured  like  the  common  seagull^  and 
^^  the  wings  and  tail  of  a  hawk.  I  have  like- 
^'  wise  seen  trees  bearing  three  different  kuidis 
"  of  leaves^  and  frequently  have  found  othersj 
/*  b^uring  the  leaf  of  the  gum-tree,  with  the 
^f  gum  exuding,  and  covered  wit^  bark  of  a 
''  different  kind." 

A  teamof  oxen,  which  was  now  seen  drawing 
a  large  timber-cart  on  the  road  between  Sydney 
and  Paramatta,  afforded  an  additional  proof  of 
the  advancement  of  the  colony.  Such  carriages 
had  befi)re  been  drawn  by  the  convicts. 

A  robbery  committed  at  tihis  time  at  Sydney, 
WM  of  a  nature  so  cbaraQtenstic  of  genuine 
profligacy,  as  to  disgust  beyond  the  common 
order  of  crimes.  The'  canvas  of  a  windmill 
was  carried  away  by  wretches,  who  themselves 
had  the  daily  experience  of  the  importance  of 
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such  a  public  benefit,  and  had  sometimes  before 
been  obliged  to  part  with  a  portion  of  their 
ration,  in  payment  to  those  who  ground  their 
wheat  for  them  by  hand-mills. 

The  Supply  and  Reliance  colonial  vessels 
now  arrived  from  the  Cape,  with  a  quantity  of 
cattle  consisting  of  fifty-one  cows,  three  bulls, 
ninety  shfeep  and  a  few  horses. 

In  the  month  of  September,  a  boat  belonging 
to  government,  having  been  carried  out  to  sea 
by  some  desperados,  with  a  view  to  escape  out 
of  the  colony.  Lieutenant  Shortland  of  the 
Reliance  wias  dispatched  with  two  armed  boats 
after  them.     His  pursuit  failed  of  its  immediate 
object,  but  the  trouble  of  it  was  rewarded  by  a 
discovery,  which  proved  afterwards  of  consi- 
derable importance.     In  searching  the  coast, 
at  about  fifty  miles  north  of  Port  Jackson,  he 
entered  a  river,  which  had  been  till  then  con- 
cealed by  a  high  rocky  island  off  its  mouth. 
Its  entrance  was  in  the  shoalest  part  about 
three  fathom ;  within,  there  was  deep  water 
and  good  anchbrage.     But  the  most  interesting 
circumstance,  was  the  quantity  of  coal,  of  a  sort 
superior  to  any  yet  discovered  in  the  colony, 
which  he  found  upon  its  banks,  in  a  position 
which  admitted  of  shipping  it  with  perfect 
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convenience.  Mr.  Shortland  brought  with  him 
a  sample  of  this  valuable  article.  He  gave  to 
the  river  the  name  of  Hunter's  River. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail 
upon  the  question  of  school  edi'cation,  in  long* 
established  and  well-ordered  societies,  it  cannot 
admit  of  a  doubt  that  in  one  so  circumstanced 
as  New  South  Wales,  it  becomes  an  object  of 
the  most  indispensable  necessity.  The  worthy 
and  benevolpnt  governor,  never  perhaps  ap- 
peared in  a  point  of  view  more  truly  character* 
istic  of  him,  than  in  receiving  this  year  at  h*^ 
house,  the  visit  of  one  hundred  and  two  chil- 
dren, from  three  schools  belonging  to  the  town 
of  Sydney,  prior  to  the  Christmas  holidays; 
inquiring  of  their  masters  and  mistresses  into 
the  progress  of  their  education,  hearing  them 
read,  and  examining  specimens  of  their  writing^ 
which  he  carefully  laid  by  in  their  presence, 
for  the  purpose  of  comparing  them  with  their 
performances  of  the  next  year. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Mr.  Boss. — Ueutenant  Flinders. 

Mr.  Bass^  surgeon  of^  the  Reliance,  returned 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1798)  from  an 
excursion  which  he  had  made  during  the  twelve 
preceding  weeks,  for  the  purposes  of  discovery 
If)  the  southward.  Prompted  by  his  aversion 
lo  a  life  of  ease,  to  which  he  would  othet^Se  ^ 
have  been  coiiipelled  while  his  ship  was 
refitting,  he  made  use  of  the  only  resotirce 
which  presented  itself,  an  open  bbat^  for  ex- 
ploring the  coasts  even  as  yet  nearly  utiklioWn 
of  this  vast  country,  and  had  with  these  Vefy 
slender  and  perilous  ttieatis,  extended  hfe 
research  as  far  as  Van  Dieman's  Land.  The 
mere  statement  of  these  circumstances  bespeaks '  * 
more  honourably  than  any  laboured  compli- 
ment, that  character  of  enterprise  for  which 
this  young  man  (^for  such  he  then  was)  has 
been  since  distinguished.  Besides  many  inter- 
mediate and  interesting  discoveries,  he  suc- 
ceeded so  far  as  very  nearly  to  ascertain  in  this 
expedition,  the  circumstance  of  Van  Dieman's 
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Land  being  separated  from  the  mainland  by  a 
channel.  It  was  in  a  subsequent  voyage,  in 
company  with  another  spirited  young  navi- 
gator. Lieutenant  Flinders,  that  that  point  was 
experimentally  proved  by  him.  The  channel 
in  question  has  been  named  Bass's  Streights. 

The  convicts  from  Ireland  had  often  been 
distinguished  by  a  wild  and  restless  spirit,  and 
of  this  a  remarkable  instance  occunred  at  this 
time.     Considerable  numbers  of  them  projected 
with  great  secresy,  an  expedition  to  an  imagi- 
nary nation,  which  they  had  been  made  to 
believe  existed  in  the  interior  of  New  Holland, 
•  at  the  distance  of  about  four  hundred  miles. 
They  ivere  to  assemble  on  a  certain  day  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paramatta,  to  which  settle- 
ment they  principally  belonged,   with  Such 
store  of    provisions   as  they  could  procure, 
together  with  written  directions  and  a  paper 
compass.    Missing  this  land  of  promise,  they 
were  to.  proceed  to  China.     The  governor, 
notwithstanding  their  precautions,  had  full  and 
early  information,  of  the  plan.     Could  he  have 
discovered  the  miscreant  who  had  abused  their 
credulity  by  the  directions  and  pretended  com- 
pass, few  punishments  could  have  been  too 
severe  for  him.     Whatever  might  have  been 
his  motives,  the  absurd  delusion  of  which  he 
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was  the. author  or  at  least  the  fomenter^  might 
have  involved  the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
the  unhappy  dupes  of  it.     But  in   order  to 
bring  such  tragi-comic  speculations  jto  an  end, 
with  as  little  harshness  as  possible   to  these 
malecontents^  the  governor  adopted  a  method 
as  ingenious  as  it  was  humane.     He  plainly 
informed  them  that  their  scheme  was  disco- 
vered, and  that  so  far  from  preventing,  he  was 
willing  to  give  them  every  assistance  towards 
its  execution.     For  this  purpose  he  recom- 
mended their  electing  four  of  their  number,  who 
should  proceed  to  the  distant  object  of  their 
enterprise,  and  having  ascertained  the  road, 
should  then  return  and  be  their  guides  and 
conductors  to  it.    He  stipulated  only,  that  these 
precursors  should  themselves  be  in  the  first 
instance  accompanied  by  three  persons,  who 
had  been  used  to  traverse  the  country,  and  one 
of  whom,  of  the  name  of  Wilson,  had  lived 
much  with  the  natives.     To  these  he  added 
four  soldiers  with  their  arms. 

It  had  been  hinted  to  him  that  without  this 
last  precaution,  the  party  might  still  be  much 
more  numerous  than  had  been  agreed  on,  and 
that  it  might  be  further  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  guides.  Undfer  these  conditions,  the 
four  deputies  were  to  proceed  as  far  as,  and  in 
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whatdirection,  they  pleased.  His  Excellency's 
proposition  was  approved  by  acclamation. 
The  result  of  this  curious  undertaJking,  which 
was  forthwith  put  into  execution  as  far  as 
human  means  admitted^  was^  of  course^  that 
after  a  most  fatiguing  march  and  an  abundant 
display  of  ignorance  and  obstinacy  through  a 
succesd^n  of  misadventures^  the  select  men 
were  glad^  by  means  of  their  guides  and  a  real 
emnpass^  to  retuum  to  their  constituents  with  the 
history  of  their  failure. 

It  has  often  been  observed/that  experiments 
irrational  in  themselves^  have  in  many  instances 
led  to  useful  discoveries.  The  guides^  on  their 
return^  reported  their  having  found  several 
veins  and  hills  of  salt  situated  in  a  south-west 
direction.  This  circumstance  was  afterwards 
fully  confirmed. 

There  appeared  at  this  time  a  greater  dispo* 
idtion  than  had  hitherto  manifested  itself^  on  the 
part  of  free  settlers,  to  come  into  the  colony. 
Four  families  that  had  arrived  from  England 
in  a  ship  called  the  Barwell,  and  were  parti- 
cularly .recommended  by  government,  received 
aUotm^its.*— Some  of  the  missionaries  who  had 
been  at  Otaheite  and  were  now  in  the  colony 
on  thJBir  return  to  Europe,  ^ere  tempted  by  tte 
amenity,  good  air  and  good  soil  of  a  situation 
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aboat  six  miles    from  Paramatta^   to  slitle 
there. 

BeniUong,  the  native  who  had  been  taken 
to  England  by  Governor  Phillip,  had  returned 
to  the  colony  with  Governor  Hunter.  Unfor- 
tunately he  happened  to  be  the  most  ferocious 
of  all  the  saVages  that  had^  been  seen  at  the 
settlement ;  winch  made  it  regretted  that  the 
govtemor  had  not  exercised  his  discernment^  in 
chdsing  some  other  of  a  happier  Inould  to  tahe> 
with  him.  After  an  absence  of  about  thtee 
years,  BeniUong  anived  fromr  London  with 
an  assortment  of  acquired  morals,  such  as 
London  coiild  ftimish.  An  affected  humanity 
had  not  been  forgot  in  his  new  dharaeter.  He 
had  been  taught  to  bid  his  countr^meo  love 
one  another,  and  practise  univeriial  benevo* 
lence.  It  was  observed  however  that  he  was 
careful,  immediately  to  repress  any  advances 
to  old  familiarity  on  their  part.  Nature,  we 
are  told,  returns  with  iniesastible  importunity 
lipon  whatever  mortal  dares  td  repel  her. .  Om 
accomplished  traveller  soon  appeared,  in  his 
original  colours..  It  was  irecollected^  that 
before  his  visit  to  England^  he  had  no  com«^ 
raand  over  his  savage  res^itmei^ts,  when 
thwarted*  Not  long  afber  his  f etom^  hia  long* 
checked  ferocity  broke  out  with  dggr4vated 
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vkdetice^  and  in  a  kind  of  fray,  the  <^me  of 
which  was  never  well  understood,  he  ran  a 
lance  through  the  body  of  a  soldier.  For  this 
offence  he  absconded,  and  in  a  short  time  after 
threw  off  his  clothes  and  returned  to  his  original 
state  of  savage  existence.  Had  Arabanoo 
lived,  many  advantages  might  have  accrued, 
both  to  the  natives  and  the  colony,  from  his 
gentleness  and  docility ;  or  had  Coalby,  who 
was  taken  with  Benillong  and  was  undefBitood 
to  be  his  superior,  been  detained  in&rtead  of  him^ 
there  would  agreeably  to  experience,  (even  in 
speaking  of  savages),  have  been  abetter  chance 
ef  jwpcrior  morals ;  for  Coalby,  as  it  appeared^ 
Was  the  master  and  Benilkmg  the  slave.  How* 
*ver  that  might  be,  a  more  intractable  sub- 
jecttiban  this  latter,  could  scarcely  be  conceived 
in  nature.    , 

On  the  87th  of  October,  the  rfiip  Marquis 
Ccmiwallis  arrived  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope^  with  a  cargo  of  cattle  on  government 
aecoilnt,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty** 
dght  cows  and  twenty  bulls,  e^xclusive  of  a  few 
on  private  account.  They  ware  in  general 
in  Very  good  oondition,  and  promised  te  b^ 
A  "Pitiable  acquisition  to  the  colony.  F^at 
of  the  cows  were  a  mixed  breed  between 
th^  English  aild  Cape  cattle,  and  the  whole 
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appeared  to  be  under  the  age  of  two  years  and 
a  half. 

This  month  the  foundation  of  a  stone  buildings 
intended  for  a  church  was  laid  at  Sydney.  It 
was  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length 
and  fifty-two  in  breadth.  Preparations  were 
making  for  a  similar  building  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions at  Paramatta. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bass's  adventurous  expedition 
to  the  southward^  Lieutenant  Flinders  and  he, 
^  has  been  already  noticed^  were  sent  out 
on  a  second  one  in  tJie  same  direction.     They 
embarked  for  this  purpose  in  the  Norfolk  sloop, 
a  vessel  which  had  been  bvdlt  in  Norfolk 
Island.    From  this  expedition  they  returned  to 
Sydney  on  the  12th  of  January  1799,  after  an 
absence  of  some  months^  which  they  had  em- 
ployed with  indefatigable  diligence  in  exploring 
the  coast.     But  the  most  memorable  result  of 
their  voyage,  was  the  complete  knowledge 
obtained,  of  the  existence  of  a  streight  sepa- 
rating Van  Dieman's  Land  firom  the  rest  of 
New  Holland,  and  which,  although  termed  a 
streight,  is  of  nearly  the  breadth  of  the  British 
Channel.    The  island  of  Van  Dieman's  Land 
may,  speaking  at  a  guess,  be  compared  in  size 
to  Ireland,  but  is  of  a  broader  shape  from  east  to 
west.    From  its  having  been  colonized  a  few 
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years  after  the  time  of  which  we  treat,  it 
deserves  here  a  more  particular  attention. 
When  Lieutenant  Flinders  and  Mr.  Bass  had 
penetrated  nearly  half-way  through  the  streight, 
along  the  north  shore  of  the  island,  they  found 
themselves  carried  with  great  impetuosity,  by  a 
strong  flood-tide,  into  a  very  fine  harbour.  In 
this  hai*bour,  since  named  Port  Dalrymple,  a 
considerable  and  rapid  river  discharges  itself. 
At  its  supposed  source,  there  are  some  very  high 
mountains,  which  diverge  so  as  to  form  the 
sides  of  a  triangle,  of  which  the  coast  is  the 
base.  Through  the  centre  of  this  triangle  flows 
the  river. .  The  mountains  diminish  in  height 
as  they  approach  the  shore.  The  climate  is  of 
a  happy  temperature,  the  soil  in  general  good, 
and  in  some  parts  luxuriant.  The  country  is 
not  so  universally  covered  vrith  forest  as  New 
Holland  in  general,  but  is  ofl^n  so  thin  of 
trees  that  the  pasture,  which  is  excellent, 
suffers  nothing  from  their  shade.  The  natives 
seem  to  be  of  a  race  even  inferior  to  the  natives 
at  Sydney.  No  canoes  were  seen  in  this  part. 
The  various  circumstances  of  this  port  and 
river,  admirably  adapted  as  they  seemed  to  be 
to  the  purposes  of  a  colony,  induced  the  gentle- 
men who  conducted  the  expedition,  to  employ 
sixteen  days  in  the  exammation  of  them« 
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On  the  Srd  'day  of  M ay  his  Majesty's  ship 
Buffalo  arrived  from  England^  but  lafet  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whence  she  brought  sixty- 
six  head  of  cattle  in  excellent  condition,  a  cir- 
cumstance attributable  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
William  Raven  her  commander,  formerly  of 
the  .Britannia,  whose  important  services  to 
the  colony  on  various  occasions  were  remem- 
bered and  justly  estimated  by  all  ranks  of 
people  there.  This  ship  brought  out  likewise^ 
various  tools  and  many  articles  of  hardware, 
for  the  use  of  the  settlement. 

Although  named  the  Buffalo,  yet  the  head  of 
this  vessel  was  thie  carved  figure  of  a  kangaroo, 
a  circumstance  that  seemed  not  a  little  to  strike 
the  &ncy  of  the  natives,  to  whoae  country  it 
ifvas  an  unexpected  compliment. 

Independently  of  the  wild  herds,  the  live- 
stock, belonging  both  to  the  crown  and  td  indi- 
viduals, was  annually  increasing  to  a  great 
amount;  but  it  was  by  no  means  yet  sufl^ 
ciently  considerable  to  admit  of  supplying  the 
colckiy  with  animal  food.  To  kill  them  for 
this  purpose  at  too  early  a  period,  would  have 
greatly  retarded  the  time  when  the  colony  might 
look  to  be  independent  of  any  other  country 
for  provisions.  Accordingly  no  cattle  but  super- 
fluous males  were  at  this  time  slaughtered^ 
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On  the  2nd  of  June  the  Diaiia  and  Miza 
whalers  came  in  to  refit.  They  had  each  pro- 
cured about  twenty-five  tcHis  of  spernlaceti  oil, 
•and  had  spoke  the  Britannia,  which  had  been 
more  ^successful,  having  one  hundred  and  ten 
tons  of  oil  on  board. 

About  this  time  th^  Indispensable,  a  ship 
which  had  been  careened  and  completely 
repaired  in  the  cove,  sailed  on  a  lishlng 
voyage. 

It  appeared-  from  experience,  that  shi^ 
resorting  to  New  South  Wales  upon  the  whale 
fiishery,  and  properly  fitted  for.  the  variable 
weather  they  were  liable  to  .meet  with  upon  the 
coast,  would  most  certainly  succeed.  The 
ships  however  that  had  in  general  arrived,  were 
not  prepared  for  the  weather  of  that  ocean,  but 
were  fitted  rather  for  the  myore  serene  skies  of 
the  coast  of  Peru ;  which  occasioned  their  so 
frequently  running  into  port  to  refit.  It  might 
be  worth  the  attaition  of  those  British  houses 
that  employ  ships  in  the.  fishery  in  question^ 
whether  they  might  not  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  establishment  of  a  depot  or  warehouse 
at  Sydney,  well  supplied  with  naval  stores, 
where  their  business .  couid  be  transacted  by 
their  own  people  imd  their  ships  refitted  Mrith 
their  own  oatiateriaJs, 
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On  the  29th  of  June^  arrived  the  ship  Albion 
from  England  with  stores.  The  very  short 
,space  of  time  in  which  she  performed  her 
voyage,  attracted  much  observation  from  those 
•who  were  considered  as  judges  of  nautical 
performances,  the  voyage  having  been  only 
of  three  months  and  fifteen  days.  To  such  of 
OUT  readers,  some  account  of  this  vessd  may 
not  be  indifferent.  She  was  perfectly  new 
from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Barnard  and  Roberts 
at  Deptford,  where  she  was  built 

Tmi*  Iiielwi. 

The  length  of  her  keel  for  tonnage  ....    86    0 

Her  extreme  breadth 27    6 

Her  depth  in  hold 12    O 

Her  height  between  decks  ....  ^  ...  .      60 
Her  admeasured  burthen  .  •  362  tons. 

She  was  remarkably  clean  in  her  runy  and 
although  extremely  deep  in  the  water  when 
she  sailed  from  Spithead  gave  early  proof  of 
her  sailing  powers.  By  the  orders  of  her 
owners,  she  was  to  give  the  whale  fishery  upon 
the  coast  of  New  Holland  a  fair  trial,  and  was 
very  fully  provided  with  every  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

An  atrocious  murder  was  committed  at  tins 
time  upon  a  Mr.  S.  Clode  a  missionary,  who 
was  one  of  those  that  had  come  from  Otahdte. 
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Of  this  murder  three  persons  were  convicted^ 
a  soldier  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Jon^^  also 
his  wife,  aiid  one  Albury  a  free  man.  Jones^ 
as  it  appeared  upon  the  trial,  was  indebted. to 
the  deceased  in  the  sum  of  ten  pounds/  fof 
payment  of  which  he,  Jones,  had  appointed 
him  to  call  at  his  house,  where  the  unfortunate 
and, unsuspecting  Mr.  Clode,  while  in  the  act 
of  drawing  out  a  receipt,  had  his  brains 
.knocked  out  with  an  axe  and  his  head  nearly 
severed  from  his  body.  The  three  criminals 
were  executed  on  the  spot  where  the  murder 
^was  committed,  and  the  house  was  pulled 
down  and  burnt  The  bodies  of  the  men  were 
hung  in  chains,  that  of  the  woman  given  for 
dissection. 

The  governor  at  this  time  renewed  his  fa- 
vourite excursion  to  the  Cow  Pasture  Plains, 
taking  with  him  not  only  several  gentlemen 
and  attendants  but  some  of  the  natives.  He 
crossed  the  Nepean  further  north  than  before, 
,and  made  his  way  along  the  banks  of  that 
river.  They  fell  in  with  a  herd  not  far  from 
the  usual  place.  They  remarked  on  this  occa- 
sion the  excessive  ferocity  of  these  animals, 
::several  of  which  they  would  have  been  obliged 
to  shoot,  but  for  the  stout  diversion  made  in 
their  favour  by  the  dogs.    The  fact  of  this 
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particular  breed  of  cattle  being  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope^  in  a  great  degree  explains  this 
circumstance:  for  the  Cape  cattle  are  known  to 
have  a  mixture  of  the  wild  bull  of  the  (Southern 
parts  of  Aftica,  an  animal  wlrich  may  perhaps 
be  affinned  to  be  the  most  ferocious  of  any 
upon  that  whole  continent^  and  with  which  Uie 
lion  alone  contends.     From  the  extraordinary 
agility  with  which  the  natives  climbed  up  the 
trees  cofthis  occasion,  it  was  observed  with 
satisfaction,  that  they  eptertained  great  terror 
of  a  bulL^    Had  they  }3een  aware  of  the  power' 
they  possessed,  by  surrounding  him  in  parties, 
and  making  use  of  their  formidable  lances 
against  him,  the  increase  of  the  wild  h^rds 
might  have  been  greatly  checked:  but  this  was 
e  discovery,  of  rather  a  degree  of  ^kill  and 
intrepidity,  which  they  had  not  attained  to.^^ 
In  this  e^P^ition  a  bull-calf  which  had  been 
held  by  the  dogs,  afforded  the  party  a  luxurious 

Two  of  the  settiere  at  the  Hawkesbary, 
having  been  at  thte  time,  upon  strong  provo- 
cation, as  is  imagined,  killed-  by  the  natives 
and  their  arms  takeo,  some  of  the  other  settlers, 
{prompted  by  a  blind  resentment,  determined  to 
revenge  their  death.  Three  native  boys^  who 
lived  with  three  of  Ihem,  declared  thdt  they 
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thought  they  conid  recover  the  guns  that  hod 

been  taken.     They  were  accordingly  sent  out 

fer  that  purpose,  and  in  some  time  brought 

them  in.     What  share  this  circumstance  may 

have  had  in  raising  the  suspicions  of  the  settlers, 

and  producing  the  event  that  followed,  it  might 

be  difficult  to  determine.     No  fair  inference  of 

guilt  on  the  part  of  the  boys,  could  be  deduced 

from  it.    The  settlers  however  took  them  into 

a  bam,  and  after  pinioning,  repeatedly  stabbed 

them.     Two  of  them  fell,  and  died  under  their 

hands.     The  third,  making  his  escape,  leaped 

into  the  river,  and,  although  in  swimming  he 

could  only  make  use  of  his  feet  and  was  several 

times  fired  at,  reached  the  opposite  bank  where 

he  joined  his  countrymen.     The  three  settlers 

were  by  the  criminal  court  found  guiUy  4^ 

hOMng  two  natives.    Of  the  point  of  law  in  the 

case  before  litem  the  court  entertained  doubts, 

but  applied  to  the  govemot  for  information. 

He  accordingly  laid  before  them  the  article  of 

his  Majesty's  instructions,  which  placed  the 

iiatives  under  the  protection  of  British  law* 

The  point  however  appearing  to  them-  stiH 

doubtful^  the  result  was  the  transmitting  the 

cam  to  ministers,  and  the  admission  of  the 

4!»l|»its  to  bail*     It  may  be  imagined  what 

lAottcnni  othdU  the  savages  of  New  South  Wales 
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could  have,  or  be  capable  of  acquiring.  It  is 
certain  that  their  seeing  the  persons  in  question 
at  large,  was  a  cause  of  great  irritation.  They 
threatened  in  consequence  of  it,  to  bum  the 
harvest  of  the  settlers,  a  thing  which  was  well 
known  to  be  in  their  power.  But  which  there 
was  fortunately  a  sufficient  interval  of  time  to 
dissuade  them  from. 

In  February,  Captain  Waterhouse,  in  a 
sporting  excursion  which  he  made  to  Broken 
Bay,  wounded  and  brought  in  an  eagle  of 
uncommon  size  and  of  a  species  thought  to  be 
till  then  unknown.  It  was  said  to  stand  about 
three  feet  high.  It  shortly  after  so  far  recovered 
its  strength  as  to  escape. , 

In  the  month  of  April,  two  men  were  found 
guilty  of  robbery  and  a  woman  of  forgery. 
To  the  woman  the  governor  extended  his  Ma- 
jesty's pardon.  The  men  were  taken  with  their 
coffins  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  the 
warrant  was  read  and  every  appearance  ob- 
served, that  could  give  solemnity  to  the  moment 
and  impress  the  minds  of  the  spectators  with 
awe.  The  ropes  being  put  about  their  necks, 
the  provost  marshal  unexpectedly  produced 
their  pardon.  One  of  them  seemed  much 
affected.  The  other  afforded  a  noviel  case  in 
the  history  of  grievances.    This  object  of  mia- 
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taken  clemency  bitterly  lamented  the  circum- 
stance^ declaring  that  he  never  could  hope 
again  to  have  his  mind  so  well  prepared  for 
death  as  on  that  occasion. 

In  the  month  of  June^  the  BeUe  Savage^  an 
American  ship,  ran  into  Neutral  Cove  fot  a  few 
days^  simply  to  wood  and  water. 

On  the  29th  Major  Foveaux,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  corps,  sailed  in  the  Hunter  for 
Norfolk  Island,  to  take  the  command  at  that 
settlement. 

In  the  month  of  August  the  Albion  whaler 
ran  into  Broken  Bay,  to  complete  her  wood  and 
water.  She  had  on  ][)oard  six  hundred  barrels 
of  oil,  but  had  not  been  able^  through  bad 
weather,  to  secure  more  than  a  fourth  part  of 
the  whales  which  had  been  killed.  An  immense 
number  had  been  seen. 

The  time  now  approached,  at  which  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  governor,  to  withdraw  from 
the  duties  of  the  situation  he  had  filled  with  so 
much  honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the 
colony,  and  it  may  be  truly  averred  that  that 
event  was  looked  to  with  universal  regret. 

The  improvements  that  had  taken  place 

during  his  administration,  were  manifested  in 

.a  great  variety  of  useful,  and  in  some  instances 

ornamental,  public  works,  and  were  the  result 

of  an  unremitting  attention  and  activity.  Many 
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of  those  works,  mich  as  roads,  mills,  granaries, 
houses  and  places  of  public  worship,  were 
wholly  new,  and  there  were  few  of  the  former 
buildings  which  did  not  receive  from  him  a 
complete  repair.  We  have  already  noticed  his 
attention  to  the  important  object  of  education. 
In  this  he  was  particularly  successful,  and  put 
it  c(n  Such  &  footing  of  prc^resrsive  improve- 
ment, as  ensured  those  advantages  that  have 
subsequently  resulted  from  it.  It  may  also  be 
observed,  that  his  government  of  the  colony 
-  had  been  exempt  from  faction  and  cabal,  a 
felicity  of  no  small  moment  in  a  settlement  so 
circumstanced. 

The  following  statement  of  the  live  stock 
and  lands  in  cultivation,  at  the  departure  of 
the  governor,  will  put  into  a  strong  light  the 
advancement  of  the  colony  in  these  particulars* 

Land  in  cultvoatipti* 

ACRES. 

Wheat.    .    .    « .    4665 

Maize     ^ .    %    QQ$0 

Barley  ^     .    .     . 83 

JJkoe  Stock. 
Horses  • •'    •        60 

Mafes I4d 

BuUb  and  oxen S3B 

Cows    •;.«..•«..«  71^ 

Hogg   ...........  4017 

Sheep  ...........  6124 

Goats    ......         ....  «16« 
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The  above  calculations  are  exclusive  of 
Norfolk  Island  and  the  wild  herds. 

His  Excellency's  embarkation  for  England 
took  place  in  October,  on  board  the  Buffalo. 
He  was  attended  to  the  ship's  boat  with  every 
mark  of  the  most  unfeigned  attachment  from 
all  classes.     The  ship  sailed  on  the  21st. 

CiEiptain  Kihg,  whom  we  have  already  men- 
tioned so  often,  in  the  course  of  this  narrative, 
succeeded  Governor  Hunter  in  the  adminis-' 
tration  of  the  colony.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 
Prices. — Currency. — Sydney  Gazette. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1801,  his  Ma- 
jesty's sloop  Investigator  was  fitted  out,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  completing  the  discovery  of 
the  coasts  of  New  Holland.  She  was  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty-four  tons  burthen,  and  built 
nearly  in  the  manner  recommended  by  Captain 
Cook  for  voyages  of  discovery.  The  command 
of  her  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Flinders,  who 
was  on  the  occasion  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
commander.  He  was  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
naturalist  and  a  professed  gardener,  and  had  it 
particularly  in  his  instructions  to  make  a  col- 
lection of  the  most  curious  plants,  for  the  royal 
gardens  in  England;  for  which  purpose  he 
was  ordered,  as  soon  as  he  should  arrive  at 
Sydney,  to  construct  a  plant  cabin  on  his  deck, 
agreeably  to  a  model  of  one  that  had  already 
been  used  with  success  for  similar  purposes. 
He  sailed  in  the  month  of  July. 

It  is  gratifying  to  have  to  relate,  that  prior 
to  the  departure  of  this  vessel,  a  passport  was 
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transmitted  from  the  French  minister  of  marine, 
by  which  the  Investigator  was  secured  from  all 
hostile  interruption,  in  her  useftil  research. — 
This  generous  measure,  calculated  to  moralize 
a  state  of  war,  and  render  it  a  contest  of  liberal 
sentiment  and  of  benefits  to  mankind,  met  with 
the  acknowledgments  and  return  it  merited. 
Immediate  instructions  were  given  by  the 
British  Admiralty  to  Captain  Flinders,  to  act 
towards  all  French  ships,  ^^  as  if  no  war 
"  existed  between  the  two.nations." 

On  the  17th  of  January,  a  smart  shock  of 
an  earthquake  was  felt  in  the  colony.  The 
affrighted  inhabitants  of  Sydney  fled  from 
their  houses  into  the  streets  and  open  grounds, 
in  momentary  expectation  of  universal  de- 
struction. There  ensued  however  none  of  the 
terrible  consequences  apprehended. 

On  the  2nd  of  March  there  was  a  most 
destructive  inundation  of  the  Hawkesbury. 
The  settlers  on  its  banks,  seemed  as  much  at  a 
loss  as  ever,  to  guard  against  the  effects  of  such 
calamities.  The  river  on  this  occasion  rose 
seventy  feet  above  its  usual  level.  Flocks  and 
herds  and  houses  were  carried  away,  and  one 
sutler  lost  his  life.  Yet  it  was  not  without 
some  warning,  that  these  distressing  circum- 
stances took  place.    It  has  been  observed  with 
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respect  to  this  river,  that  a  change  of  colour 
and  turbid  state  of  the  water,  even  before 
there  is  any  perceptible  swell,  is  always  an 
indication  of  the  coming  mischief,  and  might 
serve  to  guard  a  settler  against  a  surprise,  and 
enable  hini  to  save  his  moveable  property. 

The  inquiries  into  the  natural  productions 
of  the  colony,  had  not  up  to  this  time,  been  as 
diligent  and  extensive  as  might  have  been 
expected,  in  a  country  in  which  all  was  abso- 
lutely new,  even,  as  is  observed  by  Captain 
Flinders,  to  the  very  grass  under  the  foot  of  the 
settler. — The  acquisition  as  to  timber,  which 
seemed  most  valued,  was  a  species  of  cedar, 
produced  about  Broken  Bay  and  along  many 
parts  of  the  coast. — ^The  bark  o/  a  tree  was 
discovered,  perfectly  adapted  to  the  purposes  of 
tanning. — Of  native  fruits,  a  cherry,  insipid  in 
comparison  of  the  European  sorts,  was  found 
true  to  the  singularity  which  characterizes 
every  New  South  Wales  production,  the 
stone  being  on  the  outside  of  the  fruit. — A 
species  of  currant,  green  in  its  state  of  maturity, 
afforded  an  excellent  jelly. — ^A  white  clay  of  a 
very  fine  sort,  perfectly  well  adapted  to  pottery 
and  probably  to  various  other  manufactures, 
also  a  black  substance  resembling  that  which 
is  made  use  of  for  pencils,  (and  improperly 
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called  black  lead),  were  found  here.  This  latter  • 
however  differs  from  plurnbagOy  (the  substance 
used  in  pencils),  inasmuch  as  it  appears  to 
have  no  admixture  of  iron.  Being  equally 
free  from  zinc,  it  is  not  the  carbure  de  zinc  of 
Lavoisier.  Neither  is  it  molyhdxtena;  for  it 
contains  neither  the  peculiar  acid  of  that  sub- 
stance nor  sulphur.  It  agrees  with  plumbago  in 
colour,  unctuosity,  resistance  to  all  acids,  and 
several  of  its  other  properties.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  appears  to  be  a  species  of  plumbago,  in  a 
slate  of  purity  from  metal,  hitherto  unknown 
in  any  specimen  of  that  substance.— It  has 
already  been  remarked,  that  coal  was  found  in 
various  parts  of  the  colony;  it  also  appears 
beyond  a  doubt  that  iron  exists  there  in  great 
abundance. 

The  prices  of  commodities  in  the  settlement, 
at  any  period,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  state 
vidth  precision,  as  the  uncertain  and  continually 
varying  nature  of  the  currency,  would  almost 
inevitably  mislead  both  the  reader  and  the 
writer  on  that  point.  Sometimes  a  particular 
commodity  supplied  the  place  of  a  currency,  or 
was  rather  itself  a  kind  of  curr^cy.  It  is  a 
firing  known,  that  at  Sydney,  ardent  spirits 
were  at  some  periods  so  much  a  medium  of 


Digitized 


by  Google  V 


244  THE  HISTORY  OF  [1802. 

.tirade^  as  almost  to  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  money. 

With  regard  to  some  of  the  market  regula- 
tions which  have  taken  place  at  different 
times,  it  might  be  presmnptuous  to  say  posi 
tively,  how-  far  they  were  necessary  or  other 
wise  in  such  a  colony  as  that  of  New  South 
Wales ;  but  certainly  many  of  those  regula- 
tions have  borne  a  strong  family  resemblance 
to  those  absurd  notions,  by  which  trade  was  for 
ages  harrassed  and  the  human  understanding 
disgraced  in  Europe,  especially  in  whatever 
was  connected  with  the  cry  of  individual 
monopoly.  It  may  be,  however,  that  principles 
demonstrably  pernicious,  as  applied  to  any 
European  country,  have  been  found  otherwise 
on  so  confined  a  theatre  as  that  of  an  infant 
colony. 

On  the  3rd  of  July  a  person  was  executed 
for  forgery,  a  crime  to  which  there  were  at 
this  time  frequent  temptations,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  drafts  of  every  description  passing  so 
generally  at  market,  as  a  medium  of  trade.    . 

The  same  mental  fever  which  had  prevailed 
amt)ngst  the  Irish  convicts  a  few  years  before, 
again  shewed  itself,  (at  the  beginning  of 
1802),  with  the  same  violence,  but  without 
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that  co-operation  which  we  have  seen  in  the. 
former  instance.  They  universally  indulged 
the  chimera,  that  some  interior  nation  or 
nations  existed,  which  might  afford  them  the 
means  of  bettering  their  condition.  Several 
parties,  in  the  hope  of  such  discoveries,  perished 
miserably  or  returned  in  a  famished  state. 

The  Blue  Mountains  still  remained  the  same 
invincible  barrier  as  before.  Many  were  the 
attempts  to  pass  them.  Amongst  the  various 
enterprises  of  this  kind,  is  to  be  numbered 
that  of  Monsieur  Barrallier,  an  ensign  in  the 
New  South  Wales  corps.  Better  success  was 
augured  from  French  vivacity;  but  although 
Monsieur  Barrallier  was  acknowledged  to  have 
effected  more  in  this  instance  than  any  other 
person,  yet  he  foiled  of  his  object,  with  all  the 
rest. 

An  occurrence  of  a  singular  nature  happened 
about  this  time,  which  we  shall  give  in  the 
words  of  a  Mr.  Mann,  who  published  an 
account  of  the  colony  a  few  years  since : — ^^  In 
^^  the  month  of  September,  a  culprit  who  had 
"  been  convicted  of  a  burglary,  was  three 
^^  times  suspended :  the  rope  first  broke  in  a 
"  very  singular  manner  in  the  middle,  and  the 
^^  suffering    criminal    fell   prostrate    on    the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


246  THE  HISTORY  OF  [t803» 

"  ground;  on  the  second  attempt^  the  cord 
*^  unrove  at  the  fastenings  and  he  again  came 
"  to  the  ground ;  a  third  trial  was  attended 
^^  with  no  better  success,  for  at  the  moment 
"  when  he  was  laimched  off,  the  cord  again 
"  snapped  in  two.  Mr.  Smyth,  the  provost- 
"  marshal,  taking  compassion  on  his  protracted 
"  sufferings,  stayed  the  further  progress  of  the 
'^  execution,  and  rode  immediately  to  the 
"  governor,  to  whom  he  feelingly  represented 
"  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  his 
"  Excellency  was  pleased  to  extend  his  Ma-* 
^^  jesty's  mercy. — ^The  same  person  was  after* 
"  wards  transported  to  another  settlement,  in 
*^  consequence  of  his  continuance  in  his  dis- 
"  honest  career,  and  has  subsequently  lost  his 
"  life  on  the  coast,  in  making  an  attempt  to 
"  escape  from  the  colony." 

It  would  be  difficult  not  to  approve,  though 
perhaps  involuntarily,  the  departure  from  rigid 
justice,  which  gave  this  miserable' wretch  the 
benefit  of  so  extraordinary  a  casualty. 

On  the  5th  of  March  1803  was  instituted  at 
Sydney,  by  authority,  a  newspaper  entitled  The 
Sydney  Gazette  or  New  South  Wales  Adver- 
tiser. .  Besides  being  in  a  manner  necessary  for 
the  promulgation  of  the  acts  of  government^ 
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this  publication  has  been  found  a  great  source 
of  information  and  rational  amusement^  to  the 
settlers  and  other  inhabitants^  having  been 
conducted  not  only  with  an  attention  to  good 
morals^  but  in  many  instances  with  no  small 
degree  of  original  talent. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

'Van  DiemarCs  Land. 

^/Ve  are  now  approaching  a  period  pf  great 
interest  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  The 
climate,  soil  and  various  circumstances  of  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  held  out  a  temptation  to  the 
further  extension  of  the  British  settlements, 
which  was  scarcely  to  be  resisted. 

The  advantages  which  suggested  themselves 
from  such  a  measure^  we  will  not  say  were 
greater  than  those  which  the  principal  settle- 
ment afforded ;  but  in  some  respects,  this  part 
of  New  Holland  had  an  evident  superiority 
over  it.  Not  that  it  could  be  advisable, 
(although  such  a  project  had  certainly  been 
considered),  to  remove  the  principal  settlement; 
but  the  plan  of  colonizing  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
appears  for  many  reasons  to  have  been  highly 
judicious.  It  is  about  six  degrees  of  latitude 
south  of  Sydney,  its  climate  more  moderate,  its 
soil  richer,  its  harbours  numerous  and  excel- 
lent, its  rivers  not  inconsiderable.  To  say 
which  country  was  upon  the  whole  most  advan- 
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tageous  to  colonize,  might  be  difficult,  but  the 
very  differences  that  existed  between  them, 
held  out  a  prospect  of  great  reciprocal  advan- 
tage. Tlie  unfavourable "  circumstances  to 
which  Norfolk  Island  was  subject,  and  of 
which  the  reader  is  already  apprised,  were  also 
a  strong  and  leading  motive  to  such  a  measure; 
and  the  gradual  abandonment  of  that  island 
was  a  part  of  the  plan  in  question. 

It  was  not  till  the  19th  of  February  1804, 
that  Colonel  Collins  disembarked  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Van  Dieman's  Land,  with  a 
detachment  of  military  and  some  settlers  and 
convicts,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
colony.  On  this  part  of  the  coast,  a  deep  and 
broad  river  disembogues  itself  in  an  extensive 
and  commodious  bay,  to  which  it  comes  round 
from  the  west  with  a  bending  course.  That 
course  however  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any 
very  great  extent.  The  Derwent,  which  is  the 
name  that  has  been  assigned  it,  is  one  of  those 
quiet  and  sleepy  streams,  which  scarcely  convey 
to  the  senses  the  idea  of  motion*  Its  banks  are 
of  the  most  varied  description;  sometimes 
grotesquely  rocky,  sometimes  shaded  with  the 
most  beautiful  natural  groves,  and  here  and 
there  consisting  of  the  most  luxuriant  meadow 
land.    The  bay  into  which  itilpws  is  named 
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Storm  Bay«  The  spot  chosen  for  the  fixs^ 
settlement^  was  on  the  western  shore  of  the 
river's  mouthy  and  named  Hobart  Town. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Sydney,^— A 
settlement  named  Castle  Hill  betw^n  Parar 
matta  and  the  Hawkesbmy,  now  became  the 
centre  of  a  conspiracy,  that  had  been  carried 
on  with  great  secrecy,  and  which  might  have 
involved  the  most  fatal  consequences,  had  not 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  been  pursued  on 
its  first  discovery.  As  it  was  impossible  under 
such  circumstances  to  divine  how  far  such  a 
spirit  might  have  extended  itself,  the  gpvemcur 
immediately  declared  martial  law  throughout 
the  colony.  A  large  body  of  insurgents  were 
openly  collected  at  the  above  rendezvous  on 
the  4th  of  March.  There  were  at  that  time  at 
Castle  Hill  more  convicts  employed  in  public 
labour  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony^ 
Their  numbers  may  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  four  hundred*  There  was  afterwards  reason 
to  think  that  many  more  were  ready  to  join 
them  at  the  Hawkesbury  scttliement.  The 
explosion  of  this  conspiracy  was  sudden  and 
unexpected.  The  con^irators  had  collected 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  stand  of  arms^ 
besides  pistols,  pikes,  reaping-hooks  tied  to 
poles,  and  various  other  such  weapons.    They 
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advanced  towards  Paramatta  in  two  bodies^ 
one  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  and  the 
other  of  about  two  hundred.     On  the  first 
intimation  of  this  affair^  Colonel  (then  Major) 
Johnston  marched  against  them  from  head- 
quarters^ (sixteen  miles),  with  a  party  of  less 
than  forty  men.     His  taking  with  him  a  force 
so  much  smaller  than  he  might  have  done^ 
appears  not  easy  to  be  accounted  for,  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  grea;t  apprehension 
of  a  rising  in  the  other  settlements,  and  co- 
operation with  the  insurgents.  On  the  colonel's 
approach,  they  retired  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paramatta,  with  the  intention  apparently  of 
making  a  stand  at  the  distance  of  a  few  miles. 
He  followed  them  with  not  more  than  twenty- 
four  men,  having  judged  it  necessary  to  detach 
a  party  to  take  possession  of  Castle  Hill,  in 
order  to  secure  from  the  possibility  of  destruc- 
tion the  great  quantity  of  com  that  was  there 
in  stacks,  and  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony  at  that  time,  rendered  of  essential  im- 
portance.    The  insurgents  took  a  position  on 
the  side  of  a  hill,  about  nine  miles  from  Para- 
matta.     On  the  colonel's  coming  up,  a  fire 
commenced,  which  soon  had  the  usual  issue  of 
a  contest  between  regulars  and  a  banditti.     It 
lasted  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  latter 
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were  dispersed.  They  left  sixteen  dead. 
Twelve  were  wounded  and  thirty  made  pri- 
soners, amongst  whom  were  some  of  the  most 
guilty.  The  rest,  seeing  that  nothing  but 
famine  could  be  the  consequence  of  resistance, 
soon  gave  up  their  arms  and  returned  to  their 
labour.  Five  were  executed.  '  It  was  after- 
wards ascertained,  that  many  more  were  un- 
questionably disposed  to  join  these  insurgents, 
had  they  met  with  immediate  success. 

A  regular  settlement  was  about  this  period 
formed  at  Hunter's  River,  now  more  usually 
called  the  Coal  River,  about  fifty  miles  north 
of  Port  Jackson ;  this  place  having  become  of 
much  importance,  from  the  considerable  and 
increasing  trade  that  had  taken  place  to  it,  for 
coals  and  cedar.  The  settlement  was  named 
King's  Town,  and  the  circumjacent  country, 
Newcastle  District. 

On  the  15th  of  October  1804,  Lieutenant 
Governor  Paterson  sailed  from  Sydney  to  Port 
Dalrymple,  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  that 
part  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  This  port,  situ- 
ated in  the'  streight  between  Van  Dieman's 
Land  and  the  main  land,  has  been  already 
described. 

Van  Dieman's  Land  was  at  this  time  divided 
into    two    counties,    Buckinghamshire    and 
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Cornwall,  bejtween  which  the  parallel  of  42^ 
south  latitude  was  made  the  boundary. 

The  part  of  New  South  Wales,  north  of 
Sydney,  and  in  which  King's  Town,  (already 
mentioned),  was  situated,  received  the  appel- 
lation of  Northumberland.  The  boundary 
fixed  on  to  divide  it  from  Cumberland,  was 
the  parallel  of  SS""  2'  south  latitude. 

The  reader  will  have  obsei-ved,  that  the  his- 
tory with  which  we  present  him,  is  of  a  different 
complexion  from  those  more  important  narra- 
tives, which  usually  bear  that  name.  We 
profess  to  deal  but  little,  or  rather  not  at  all,  in 
battles,  sieges,  treaties,  debates  in  parliaments 
or  the  splendor  of  courts.  We  have  turned  our 
ear,  we  may  say  even  sedulously,  from  the 
.  sound  both  of  war  and  of  faction,  pleased  in 
diverting  our  imagination  to  a  secluded  portion 
of  the  world,  in  which  there  seems  an  excuse 
for  naming  neither.  The  domestic  occurrences, 
the  active  exertions,  the  struggles  almost  for 
existence,  those  things  that  bring  us  back  with 
so  natural  an  interest  to  our  original  wants  and 
the  first  principles  of  social  dependence,  (though 
comparatively  having  a  relation  only  to  very 
simple  objects),  we  conceive  to  be  not  without 
their  charm.     We  think  that  there  is  in  colo- 
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nization,  more  to  call  out  the  native  energies 
and  real  character  of  the  human  mind^  than  in 
any  other  possible  combination  of  circum- 
stances.— We  have  already  made  mention  of 
a  New  South  Wales  newspaper.  As  the  object 
we  have  proposed  to  ourselves,  -has  been  to 
give,  by  whatever  means,  just  local  impres* 
sions  of  the  colony  of  which  we  treat,, and  as 
we  think  a  periodical  publication  better  calcu- 
lated for  such  a  purpose,  than  almost  any  con- 
nected narrative  could  be,  we  hope  that  a  series 
of  extracts  from  that  newspaper,  will  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  reader. — We  prepare  our- 
selves in  some  degree  for  the  slight  which  may 
be  thrown  on  common  occurrences,  and  some- 
times even  mere  advertisements ;  but  if  the 
generality  of  our  readers  should  feel  as  we  do, 
as  to  the  effect  of  this  mode  of  information, 
they  will  perhaps  not  think  any  historical 
arrangement  of  these  materials  necessary. 
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To  be  Sold  by  Pablic  Auction, 
By  Mr.  David  Sevan, 
At  the  Freemasons'  Arms,  Para- 
matta. On  Monday,  the  24th  of 
March  instant  at  ten  in  the  fere- 
noon,  if  not  previously  disposed  of 
by  Private  Contract,  a  valuable 
thirty-acre  Farm  at  Prospect,  26 
clear,  and  six  years  out  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  beautifully  adapted  to  stock, 
being  well  watered,  and  rich  in 
pasturage,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Martin's  Farm.  Also,  Two  hand- 
some chesnut  Geldings,  die  property 
of  a  gentleman. 

To  be  Sold  by  Private  Contract, 
Ten  head  of  beautiful  Bengal  spotted 
Deer,  the  property  of  a  private 
gentleman.    For  reference  apply  to 
George  Howe. 

STOLEN. 
On  Saturday  night,  from  an  out- 
house belonging  to  Richard  Atkins, 
£8(q.  in  Barrack  Row,  a  large  Steel 
MUl  With  two  handles,  no  spout  or 
hopper,  and  totally  out  of  repair. 
Any  person  giving  information  rela- 
tive thereto  will  receive  twenty 
shillings  reward. 

The  rains  at  the  latter  e^d  of 
last  week,  violent  as  they  were, 
fortunately  had  not  that  evil  ten- 
dency at  Hawkesbury,  ^the  proba- 
bility of  which  was  a  most  implea- 
sant  theme  for  the  imagination. 
— ^The  rise  in  the  river  on  Saturday 
the  Ist  instant,  was  very  alarming ; 
and  the  more  so  from  the  deluges  of 
rain  that  fell  the  whole  day, and  part 
of  the  night.  On  the  following 
mo'ming,  the  banks  were  no  longer 
considered  as  a  barrier  to  the  im- 
petuous torrent,  which  seemed  to 
threaten  universal  desolation.    In 


the  coarse  of  Sunday  the  fresh  in 
the  river  abated;  but  during  the 
last  heavy  rains  once  more  resumed 
a  menacing  appearance,  which  hap- 
pily went  o£r  without  any  new  da- 
mage to  the  settlement.  The  loss 
sustained  on  the  low  groundu  from 
those  floods  is  estimated  at  OOOO 
bushels  of  maize,  which  can  be  but 
ill  spared,  owing  to  the  bad  success 
of  the  last  wheat  harvest,  and  other 
casualties  the  grain  has  met  with 
during  the  last  year,  from  the  un- 
common weather.  A  valuable  chaise 
and  cart  left  by  Mr.  Edward  Ro- 
binson below  the  Green  Hills,  on  the 
d4y  previous  to  the  flood,  were  both 
carried  away,  supposed  to  be  irre- 
coverably lost. 

On  Friday  Mr.  James  Squires, 
settler  and  brewer,waited  on  his 
Excellency  at  Government  House, 
with  two  vines  of  hops  taken  from 
his  own  grounds.  On  a  vine  from 
a  last  year's  cutting  were  num- 
bers of  very  fine  bunches;  and 
upon  a  two  yearns  old  cutting  the 
clusters,  mostly  ripe,  were  innume- 
rable, in  weight  supposed  to  yield  at 
least  a  pound  and  a  half,  and  of  a 
most  exquisite  flavour.  As  a  public 
recompence  for  the  unremitted  a^ 
tention  shewn  by  the  grower  in 
bringing  this  valuable  plant  to  such 
a  high  degree  of  perfection,  his  Ex- 
cellency has  directed  a  cow'  to  be 
given  to  Mr.  Squires  from  the  go^ 
vemment  herd.  The  properties  of 
this  valuable  plant  strongly  recom- 
mend its  culture,  to  which  several 
of  our  colonists  have  applied  them- 
selves with  laudable  and  unremittiug 
perseverance.  Its  excellence  in  the 
breweiy  of  malt  liquors;  and  its  effi- 
cacy in  their  preservation  is  not, 
as  is  generally  supposed,  confined 
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solely  to  the  flower,  but  ag  eyery 
leaf  and  stem  participates  the  virtue 
of  the  flower  in  a  certain  proportion, 
so  may  all  the  parts  that  are  in  a 
healthy  state  be  applied  to  varions 
useful  purposes,  when  carefully  ga- 
thered. No  leaves  should  be  iaiken 
but  such  as  are  yoimg^,  whole,  and 
green;  and  none  but  the  tips  of 
healthy  young  sprigs,  that  are  Aill  of 
juice,  which  should  be  dried  in  a 
clean  and  airy  place.  These  would 
be  found  very  serviceable  in  the 
brewery  of  small  or  table  beer,  to 
which  the  leaves  and  sprigs  of  the 
hops  give  additional strength,render 
it  wholesome  as  well  as^  palatable, 
and  preserve  it  for  a  much  longer 
time.  In  damp  and  cold-  weather 
they  may  be  rendered  highly  bene- 
ficial to  cattle  that  may  chance  to 
be  sickly  from  colds :  an  excellent 
cordial  may  be  prepared  for  them 
by  infusing  the  leaves  and  sprigs  in 
1[)oiling  water,  and  mixing  the  liquor 
with  Uieir  common  drink. 

On  Friday  evening  a  beautiful 
green  snake  made  its  appearance 
on  a  summer-house,  and  was  at- 
tacked by  a  young  man,  who  after 
throwing  several  stones  at  it,  while 
at  a  distance,  at  length  ventured 
to  go  nearer,  always  opposing  him- 
self to  its  retreat.  Smarting  with 
the  pain  pf  several  blows,  and  en- 
raged at  the  opposition,  the  snake  at 
length  Ci»iled  himself  up  suddenly, 
and  sprung  at  his  assailant,  whose 
terrors  in  all  probability  saved  his 
life ;  as,  from  an  irresistible  impulse, 
he  fortunately  prostrated  himself  at 
the  instant  that  the  reptile  assumed 
an  ofiensLve  attitude,  and  by  tins  In- 
Toluntary  faint  escaped  the  resent- 
ment he  had  provoked. 

March  23rd. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Those  male  and  female  prisoners 
who  remain  under  sentence  of  the 
law,  and  have  been  indulged  witii 
permission  to  get  their  own  main- 
tenance on  tickets  of  leave,  and 
who  have  not  appeared  according 


to  the  order  of  the  3rd  instant,  will 
be  put  to  government  labour  if  they 
do  not  give  their  names  in,  on  or 
before  the  31st  instant,  when  tickets 
of  leave  will  be  given  to  those 
whom  the  governor  may  consider 
deserving  a  continuance  of  that 
indulgence.  • 

By  command  of  his  Excellency,  . 
O.  Blaxcell,  Acting  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

March  15th,  1806. 

Commissary's  Office, 
March  15, 1816. 
Every  person  having  public  claims 
on  government  are  to  give  them  in 
to  me  on  or  before  the  10th  of  April 
next,  that  they  may  be  finally  settled 
by  the  20th,  for  the  quarter  ending 
the   31st  instant. — ^No  claims  that 
are  made  after  the  20th  of  April 
will  be  attended  to. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
J.  Palmer,  Conunissary. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  muster  of  prisoners  off  tiie 
stores  with,  and  assigned  to,  indi- 
viduals, which  was  to  have  taken 
place  at  Hawkesbury,  on  Tuesday 
the  25th  instant,  on  account  of 
the  high  floods  is  deferred  until 
Wednesday  the  2nd  of  April,  when 
that  description  are  required  to  at- 
tend according  to  the  tenor  oY  the 
general  order  of  the  15th  instant. 
Officers,  superintendants,  settlers, 
and  others  who  have  the  labour  of 
prisoners  victualled  from  the  stores ' 
assigned  to  them,  are  required  to 
furnish  me  with  their  names,  ships 
they  came  in,  place  where  tried,  and 
age,  on  or  before  Monday,  the  31st 
instant;  on  neglect  whereof,  the 
prisoners  so  assigned  will  be  ordered 
to  public  labour. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
G.  Blaxc;|bll,  Acting  Seo. 

NOTICE. 
The  following  ordinanee  of  the 
8th  of  May  1801,  and  general  order 
of  the  17th  of  May  1802,  are  re- 
peated  and  required  to  be  duly  ob* 
served  and  enforced:  vis. 
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It  is  hereby  ordered,  that  no  other 
tfuffi  one  quality  of  wheaten  bread 
M  to  be  made  throoghoat  the  colony, 
m.  «uch  bread  to  be  composed  of 
nealyfrom  \rhich' only  twenty-four 
pounds  of  bran  are  to  be  taken  from 
one  hundred  pounds.  As  this  regu- 
lation is  necessary  to  prevent  a  dis- 
tressing scarcity,  any  inhabitant  or 
person  resident  in  tiie  colony,  dis- 
obeying this  ordinance,  will  be  pu- 
nished according  to  their  respectire 
situations,  exclusive  of  the  penalty 
of  five  pounds  for  each  offence. 
Bakers  of  any  description  disobeying 
any  part  of  this  ordinance  will,  on 
conviction,  have  their  ovens  taken 
down,  and  be  fined  in  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  for  each  ofience, 

NEW  SOUTH  WAL'ES  CORPS. 
The  committee  of  paymastership 
will  consolidate  their  pay  notes  for 
this  quarter,  on  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  at  Major  Johnston's 
barrack.  AH  persons  holding  their 
notes  for  any  of  the  preceding 
quarters  are  requested  to  bring 
tiiem  in  to  be  consolidated. 

NOTICE. 
A  quantity  of  very  fine  acornfs 
being  saved  from  the  government 
garden  at  Sidney,  individuals  desi- 
rous  of  cultivating  one  of  the  most 
valuable  sorts  of  European  timber, 
will  send  their  names  to  the  secre- 
tary's office,  where  the  gardener  will 
have  instructions  to  supply  those 
who  may  be  approved, 

R04D  COMMITTEE. 

The  gentlemen  composing  the 
committee  for  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges  leading  from  Sydney  to 
Hawkesbury,  are  requested  to  meet 
at  Paramatra,  on  lliursday  next, 
the  27th  instant. 

O.  BiAJLCEfA^  Treasurer. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Saturday  arrived  the  Sophia, 
Captain  Forest,  with  64  tons  or  oil. 


Last  Tuesday  came  in  the  Go- 
vernor ltunter,wi&  ooaband  cedar 
from  Newcastle. 

Sailed  on  Thursday,  the  brig 
Venus  for  the  southward.  The 
ship  Star  is  expected  to  sail  this 
day,  to  fish  off  New  Zealand.  The 
Tellicherry  is  expected  to  sail  for 
China  in  the  edurse  of  the  |>resent 
week,  and  the  American  ship  Fa- 
vorite, Captain  Paddock,  Will  sail 
shortly  for  Chma.  The  Venus  yes- 
terday  reached  the  Heads  of  Broken 
Bay,  on  her  way  to  Hawkesbury, 
but  was  obliged  to  return  on  account 
of  the  extrelme  velocity  of  the  cur* 
rent,  occasioned  by  the  unfortunate 
overflow  of  that  river, 

A  letter  to  his  Excellency,  from 
Thomas  Arndell,  Esq.  at  Hawkes- 
bury, dated  Saturday  morning,  six 
o'clock,  contains  the  following,  very 
unpleasant  information :  —  "I  am 
**  extremely  sorry  to  acquaint  your 
*^  Excellency  that  the  flood  Is  now 
"  approaching  to  a  very  dangerous 
'^  height,  and  the  settlers,  in  conse- 
<^  queoce,  repairing  to  the  high 
*'  grounds  as  fast  as  they  can  be 
"  brought  off*.  I  forbear  dwelling 
"  on  a  recital  that  will  be  so  truly 
**  painful  to  your  Excellency's  feel* 
<<  ings;  and  I  beg  to  assure  you, 
'<  that  every  exertion  shall  be  used 
*^  that  may  be  serviceable,  and  fre* 
'<  quent  information  forwarded  to 
<<  your  Excellency  so  long  a^  mesr 
"  sengers  can  pass." 

Tliis  advice  also  mentions^  that 
the  waters  were  not  then  quite  so 
high  as  in  the  heavy  flood  of  March 
1801,  on  the  second  day  of  which 
montii  Mr.  Stogdell  lost  his  life  in 
attempting  to  swim  his  horse  over 
a  hollow  about  three  fniies  from 
Hawkesbury,  the  animal  also  perish- 
ing with  bis  rider. — From  the  couti* 
nuance  of  the  rains  the  whole  of 
yesterday  and  last  night,  with  iiut 
little  intermission, bad  consequences 
are  to  be  apprehended. 
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TO  BE  SOU)  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 

with  immediate  possession. 
An  excellent  Dwelling  House,  in 
Serjeant  Major's  Row,  containing 
three  rooms,  a  good  kitchen  and 
wash-house,  the  whole  weather- 
boarded,  shingled  and  glared;  with 
excellent  garden  containing  many 
fine  fruit  trees,  a  good  well  and 
every  other  convenience;  the  pro- 
perty and  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Hall,  of  whom  particulars 
may  be  had  on  the  premises. 

WANTED. 

A  steady  man  to  work  in  a  kitchen 
garden :  liberal  wages  will  be  ^ven. 
Apply  to  G.  Howe. 

W.  BAftNFILL, 
Taylor,  Habit,  and  Staymaker, 

Back  Row,  East, 
Begs  respectfully  to  assure  the  pub- 
lic that  their  commands  shall  be 
complied  with  in  the  best  style  pos- 
sible, at  a  short  notice,  and  mode- 
rate charges. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 
That  desirable  situation,  known  by 
the  name  of  PatuUa  Gardens,  situ- 
ate on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Brick- 
field  Hill,  comprising  two  acres  and 
a  half  of  good  garden  ground,  witli 
upwards  of  one  hundred  bearing 
fruit  trees,  some  apricots,  apple, 
quince  and  fig-trees,  &c.  all  fenced 
in  with  six  and  seven  feet  paling ; 
yritk  cottage  thereon,  and  frame  of 
a  new  building,  a  good  well,  and 
every  other  convenience  for  rearins 
stock,  upwards  of  five  hundred 
head  of  poultry  having  been  reared 
on  the  premises  within  ten  months. 
For  further  particulars  inquire  of 
Margaret  K.  SUk ;  to  J.  W-  Lan- 
cashire, or  on  the  premises. 

N.B.  Credit,  on  approved  secu- 
rity, will  be  given  for  one  half  the 
payment. 

We  understand  from  Mr.  Squires 
that  he  has  made  actual  experiment 
of  his  hops  in  brewmg,  and  that 
their  excellence  very  iar  exceeds 
his  most  flattering  expectation,  their 


flavor  and  4)udity  beif^;  in  oo  obj^ 
degree  inferior  to  the  best  imported 
samples. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Sydney  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Being,  from  my  profession, 
much  interested  in  the  prices  and 
attainment  of  serviceable  leather,  I, 
in  homely  terms,  beg  leave  to  oner 
my  opinions  on  this  subject,  import- 
ant not  to  the  craft  alone,  but  to 
the  public  at  large.  It  is,  perhaps, 
unnecessary  that  I  should  occupy  a 
moment  of  your  reader's  leisure  by 
entering  upon  the  subject  of  tan- 
ning, in  order  ultimately  to  assort,  as 
my  own  opinion,  that  it  has  arrived 
to  an  admirable  degree  of  perfec- 
tion here,  since  ocular  demonstra- 
tion will  at  once  convince  any  per- 
son of  the  fact  who  may  be  desirous 
of  such  an  inquiry.  When  it  is 
minutely  considered,  then,  that  the 
leather  made  in  the  colony  is  not 
liable  to  duty,  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  expense  in  producing  leather  is 
comprised  in  the  purchase  of  the 
skin,  and  the  cost  of  labour  and 
materials  requisite  to  the  process,  it 
appears  somewhat  unaccountable 
that  tlie  boot  and  shoemakers* 
charges  should  bear  so  excessive  an 
advance  upon  the  real  English 
prices,  for,  that  this  is  the  case,  it 
would  be  an  insult  to  the  under- 
standing to  deny. 

I  venture  a  hope,  however,  that 
no  one  vrill  hastily  attribute  these 
excesses  to  our  unfortunate  fira- 
ternity  (though  I  respectfullv  beg 
their  pardon  for  so  objectionable  an 
appellative),  without  acquainting 
.himself  with  the  probable  causes, 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain. 
— ^The  fitness  of  the  kangaroo  skin 
for  upper  leathers,  will  no  doubt 
obtain  preference  over  most  of  the 
imported  leather,  as  it  is  in  general 
lighter  and  equally  durable,  at  the 
same  time  that  in  the  hands  of 
finished  workmen,  no  objection 
would  be  admissible  on  the  scor9  of 
neatness  and  fashion.  Of  this  kind  of 
leather  we  have  abundance,  and  at  all 
events  sufliicient  to  supply  the  wants 
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ttf  these  settlements,  but  unlbftu- 
iiately  the  scarcity  of  hides  prerents 
.  ma  from  benefiting  by  this  abundance ; 
md  in  consequence  of  that  scarcity 
tlie  high  prices  demanded  of  the 
tanner  for  the  few  green  hides  that  are 
procurable,  ajre  almost  tantamount 
to  a  prohibition  of  the  nse  of  sole 
leather  tanned  here,  and  must  be 
accepted  as  a  principal  cause  of  our 
present  rates  of  charge.  Among 
the  rich  investments  that  here  find  a 
ready  market,  we  should  have  lieen 
excessively  at  a  loss  had  we  not  re- 
ceived supplies  of  sole  leather  from 
the  mother  comitry;  but  very  un- 
fortunately for  us  and  for  the  public, 
these  supplies  have  been  hampered 
with  a  far  greater  than  even  an 
equivalent  proportion  of  skins,  of 
wnich,  although  we  had  already  a 
sufficient  stock  on  band,  we  must 
make  purchase  in  order  to  pbtain 
that  which  we  a^  in  actual  want 
of;  and  to  the  poor  tradesman,  com- 
p^ed  to  purchase  at  a  second  or 
third  hand,  whose  charges  must 
nevertheless  keep  pace  with  those 
wfao.can  take  advantage  of  a  cheaper 
market,  the  profits  of  his  labour  are 
not  such  as  to  excite  the  envy  of  any 
other  tradesman.  The  rapid  increase 
and  fionnsfaing  state  or  the  cattle 
and  other  stock  of  this  colony,  pre- 
sents the  prospect  of  resources  whose 
benefits  will  be  great  and  general ; 
but  without  pretension  to  any  further 
knowledge  than  that  of  my  own  pro- 
itession,  I  cannot  help  ascribing  to  the 
latter  cause  assigned  the  chief  evil, 
and  to  hope,  tiiat  should  these  obser- 
vations  fall  into  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men inclined  to  favour  us  vrith  a 
supply  of  leather,  they  may  g^ve  a 
preference  to  the  hide,  as  this  kind 
we  principally  stand  in  need  of. 
With  yourself  I  remain, 
tiie  public's  most  respectful  servant, 
Crispinius. 


MarckMth. 

NOTICE. 

Judge  Advocate's  Office, 
March  8th,  1800. 
The  civil  court  will  assemble  at 


Sydney,  on  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  for  final  dispatch  of 
business ;  of  which  all  persons  who 
are  or  may  be  concerned,  are  re- 
quired to  take  due  notice. 

R.  Atkins,  Judge-Advocate, 

BENCH  OF  MAGISTRATES. 

Saturday,  March  29th. 
A  seaman  named  Hunt,  belonging 
to  the  Tellfcherry,  was  brought  be- 
fore the  bench  on  a  charge  of  ab- 
senting himself  fr6m  the  vessel  vnth 
intention  to  desert  her.  He  was 
apprehended  near  Paramatta  by 
several  constables  in  search  of  three 
others  who  had  deserted  some  tidie 
before,  and  said  his  only  motive  fat 
leaving  the  attip  was  to  visit  an 
acquaintance  at  Paramatta,  from 
whence  he  intended  to  return  the 
Ibllowing  day,  having  no  complaint 
whatever  to  make  of  his  captain  or 
officers. — Ordered  into  the  gaol 
gang  till  further  orders. 

Hawkesbury,  March  27th. 
The  extensive  damage  done  by 
the  flood  cannot  yet  thoroughly  be 
ascertained,  though  it  is  known  that 
many  individuals  have  lost  every 
thing  they  possessed,  and  that  several 
have  perished  in  the  deluge,  which 
was  never  before  known  to  arrive  to 
so  great  a  height  by  from  eight  to 
ten  feet.  What  rendered  its  pro« 
sress  still  more  destructive,  was  a 
raise  notion  of  security  whi(;h  many 
had  imbibed,  from  the  supposed 
confidence  that  there  never  would 
be  another  heavy  flood  in  the  maip 
river,  though  vntiiout  assigning  any 
cause  for  such  an  idea,  to  which  the 
recent-  alarms  seemed  to  give  a 
colour,  as  each  succeeding  fresh  had 
abated  without  any  damage,  save 
that  sustained  from  the  overflow  of 
the  South  Cre^k.  The  first  appear* 
ance  of  this  distressing  inundation 
was  observable  on  Thursday,  the 
20th  instant;  the  r^ver,  discoloured, 
having  risen  several  feet  above  ^e 
high  water  mark.  The  settlers  on 
the  low  grounds,  known  from  former 
doleful  experienoa  to  be  subject  t« 


Digitized 


by  Google 


260 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


[1806. 


disaster,  were  now  prepai;Uig  for  the 
conseqaences ;  but  in  the  coarse  of 
the  night  the  rise  abated,  and  by  the 
next  morning  apprehension  had  to- 
tally subsided.    The  incessant  rains 
.  on  Friday  and  Saturday  night  save 
a  new  turn  to  expectation,  and  by 
day-light  on  Saturday  morning  a 
scene  of  horror  presented  itself  in 
every  quarter,     it  was  by  this  time 
nearly  as  high  as.  on  the  2nd  of 
March,  1801 ;  many  farms  were  tiien 
under  water,  the   rain    continued 
without  intermission,  and  a  rapid 
rise  was  in  consequence  observable. 
The  measures  adfopted  by  Thomas 
Amdell,  Esq.  for  the  preservation  of 
lives,  were   actively  carried   into 
execution  by  Mr.  Ihompson,  chief 
constable,  who,  in  one  of  his  boats, 
saved  the  lives  of  a  hundred  persons, 
whou)  he  took    fVom  the  tops  of 
houses^  and  rafts  of  straw  floating 
on  the.  deluge.    He  had  two  more 
boats  employed  in  the  same  humane 
work,  and  by  means  of  them  also  a 
number  of  lives  were^  saved.    Mr. 
Thomas  Biggers,  often  at  the  risk  of 
his  own  life,  saved  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  women,  and 
children  ;  and  others  who  possessed 
boats,'particularly  the  district  con- 
stables, were    very  active  in  this 
benevolent  diity.    In  the  course  of 
this  dreadful  day  upwards  of  two 
hundred  wheat  stacks  were  swept 
into  the  stream,  and  carried  down 
the  river  with  incredible  velocity : 
stock  of  all  descriptions  were  seen 
floating  about, ahd  on  tiie  tops  of  the 
stacks,  but  could  not  be  saved  for 
want   of  boats,    those  of  Messrs, 
Thompson,    Biggers,    and    others, 
being  constantly  employed  in  taking 
the  settlers'  €amilics  from  tlie  roofs 
and  ridges  of   the  houses,  where 
many  had  for  whole  hours  ciungy 
despairing  of  assistance,  and  ex- 
pecting to  be  swept  into  the  watery 
waste.    Towards  Richmond  Hill  it 
seemed  to  abate  on  Saturday  even- 
ing ;  do^vn  the  river  it  still  rose. — 
Tihe  distress    and   horror  of  that 
evening  can  neither  be  described  or 
imagined.  —  The    day    heavy    and 
l^lnomv,  the  night  fast  approaciiing. 


torrents  of  rain  pouring  with  un- 
abating  fury,  and  not  a  house,  ex- 
cept at  the  Green  Hills,  to  be  seen, 
the  roofs  of  one  or  two  of  the  highest 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  water 
being  then  onlv  visible.    Muskets 
were  discharged  by  tlie  settlers  from 
trees  and  roofs  all  day,  and  great 
numbers  had  been  taken  up,  and 
left  in  safety  on  the  higher  grounds; 
but  many  were  devoted  to  undergo 
a  night  of  horror  the  most  inexpres- 
sible: in  the  evening    the  dismal 
cries    from   distant   quarters,   the 
report  of  Are -arms    dangerously 
charged.  In  order  to  increase  the 
noise  of  explosion ;  the  howling  of 
dogs  that  had,  by  swimming,  got 
into  trees,  all  concurred  to  shock 
the  feelings  of  the  few  that  were  out 
of  the  reach,  but  were  sorrowful 
spectators    of  the    calamity    they 
could  not  relieve.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing the  rigour  of  the  weather  abated^ 
and  in   the  course  of  the  day  the 
water  on  the  high  lands  shewed  a 
dispoi^ition  to  run  off.    Nearly  three 
hundred  persons,  saved  from  the 
deluge  by  the  humane  perseverance 
and  incredible  exertions  of  their 
rescuers,  were  released  from  a  state 
of  actual  famine  by  a  supply  sent 
iiom  the    Green    Hills,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  Excellency's  request 
to  Mr.  Arndell  to  afford  the  sufferers 
every  assistance  and  relief.     Five 
persons  are  known  at  present  to 
have  lost  their  lives,  one  of  whom 
was  a  labourer  at  Richmond ;  the 
others  at  Chalker's  Fann,  viz,  Walter 
Scott,  a  shoemaker,  who  has  left  a 
large  family  to  deplore  his  destiny,' 
and  James  Bums,  with  two  women, 
one  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Coolon, 
the  other  the  wife  of  J.  Crowan. 
Three  of  these  unfortunate  persons 
had    taken    shelter    in    Chalker's 
house,  there    hoping  safety;    but, 
adasJ  except  in  very  high  situations 
indeed^  all  seemed  alike  devoted^and 
security  was  nowhere  to  be  found. 
Chalker  was  in  turn  compelled  to  fly 
for  safety ;  and  taking  to  his  boat  with 
a  boy  five  years  of  age,  and  the  above 
three,  by  fatal  accident  the  boat 
upset,   and    these    latter  instantly 
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perished.  The  child  was  the  first 
object  of  Chalker's  care,  as  an  en- 
deavovir  to  save  any  of  the  others 
must  have  failed,  and  been  at  the 
same  time  fatal  to  himself,  as  the 
distance  he  had  to  swim  was  little 
short  of  a  mile.  The  child,  at  his 
desire,  threw  his  arms  about  his 
neck,  and  Instead  of  giving  way  to 
terror,  endeavoured  to  embarrass 
his  preserver  as  little  as  possible, 
and  occasionally  to  cheer  him  with 
tiie  assurance  that  they  were  almost 
out  of  danger.  Among  some  other 
wonderful  escapes  was  that  of  Wil- 
tiam  Leeson,  settler,  who  with  his 
nother,  wife,  and  two  children,  and 
three  men,  was  carried  from  his 
iarm  upon  a  barley  mow.  They 
were  driven  by  the  impetuous  cur- 
rent nearly  seven  miles,  and  were 
taken  off  in  the  dark  by  Richard 
Wallis,  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 
The  amount  of  stock  lost  must  in- 
deed be  serious  and  considerable, 
though  a  quantity  of  different  kinds 
was  picked  up,  after  the  settlers, 
with  wives  and  children,  w^ere  re- 
moved from  danger.  Many  of  the 
stacks  of  wheat  and  barley  that  were 
floated  off  were  forced  by  the  cur- 
rent into  the  ocean;  upwards  of 
sixty  were  seen  by  one  observer  to 
elear  Cumberland  Reach,  and  twenty 
were  seen  by  two  lime-burners  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  drifting 
towards  Pitwater,  where  they  had 
but  little  obstruction  to  encounter : 
opon  some  of  these  were  many  pigs, 
dogs,  and  prodigious  Quantities  of 
poultry,  a  great  many  oi  which  took 
flight  and  got  to  land  as  they  occa- 
sionally approached  the  banks.  By 
Wednesday,  about  noon,  the  water 
had  fallen  about  twelve  feet,  but 
none  of  the  grounds  about  the  back 
farms  were  at  all  fordable.  Many 
of  the  stacks  that  had  broke  loose 
have  been  secured;  indeed, nothing 
but  tiie  activity  of  the  om^rs  of 
government,  and  the  readines^  with 
which  their  commands  were  eene- 
ratty  executed,  could  leave  onesmgle 
hope  to  the  inundated  settlements, 
wMch  had  no  other  appearance  than 
that  of  an  immense  sheet  of  water ; 


and  although  distress  was  visible  in 
every  countenance,  and  imiversal 
horror  prevailed,  yet  could  there  be 
found  beings  so  destitute  of  the 
common  feelings  of  humanity  as  to 
refuse  their  aid  in  preserving  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  unhappy 
sufferers.^  This  inhuman  conduct 
was  immediately  represented  to  his 
Excellency  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Marsden 
and  Thohias  Amdell,£sq.  who  were 
on  Thursday  joined  by  C.  Thk-Qsby, 
Esq.  with  eight  constables,  and  in 
consequence  of  their  representation 
his  Excellency  was  pleased  imme- 
diately to  issue  a  general  order  to 
render  what  was  of  itself  so  criminal 
to  refuse, — assistance  at  a  juncture, 
when  nqt  only  lives  and  property, 
but  the  welfare  and  very  subsistence 
of  the  whole  colony  was  at  stake. 
On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  labourers, 
from  the  pub^c  works  at  Paramatta 
and  Castle  Hill,  were  sent  under 
their  overseer,  together  with  twenty- 
seven  volunteer  soldiers,  to  give 
every  assistance  the  magistrates 
might  direct,  in  saving  as  much 
wheat  and  growing  maize  as  pos- 
sible, by  drying  the  former,  and 
pulling  and  shelling  the  latter.  The 
road  between  Hawkesbury  and  Par 
ramatta  was  also  in  a  dreadful  state 
of  flood,  no  communication  being 
practicable  but  along  the  elevated 
grounds,  occasioning  a  prodigious 
circuit :  the  race  ground  was  nearly 
covered,  and  the  Ponds,  the  foot  of 
Lapstone  Hill,  and  various  other 
parts  of  the  road  were  not  at  all 
fordable.  Much  apprehension  was 
entertained  for  the  tate  of  the  set- 
tlers on  the  Nepean ;  from  whence 
some  satisfactory  intelligence  has 
been  received,  but  no  certain  ac- 
counts of  the  extent  of  los^s  at  that 
place  or  the  Hawkesbury,  can,  as 
yet  be  depended  on ;  yet  it  is  sufl[i- 
ciently  obvious,  that  but  little  short 
of  the  present  destruction  of  private 
property  in  those  settlements  is  the 
consequence  of  this  uncommonflood, 
which,  however,  like  those  of  the 
Nile,  may  conduce  to  the  abundance, 
of  future  crops.     , 
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On  Monday  last  all  the  govern- 
ment labourei-s  in  Sydney  were  sent 
on  board  the  ship  Sydney,  now  lying 
in  the  cove,  to  clear  her  of  the  oQ 
and  seal  skins  she  had  taken  on 
board,  and  with  which  she  was  to 
have  sailed  about  this  period  for 
England,  if  the  news  had  not  arrived 
l)y  the  Star  of  the  Lady  Barlow 
being  seized  by  the  Hon.  East  India 
Company  in  England ;  government 
having  contracted  for  the  Sydney's 
proceeding  direct  to  Calcutta  for  a 
quantity  of  wheat  or  rice,  to  answer 
tlie  exigencies  of  the  next  year ;  and 
as  the  present  season  is  the  most 
favourable  for  that  voyage,  her 
return  may  be  looked  for  in  seven 
months  at  farthest. 

At  snch  a  crisis  as  the  present 
^very  man  must  feel  it  his  duty  to 
endeavour,  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  to  lessen  the  effects  of  the 
more  than  apparent  scarcity,  owing 
to  the  very  great  loss  of  grain  which 
the  colony  has  at  the  present  moment 
of  misfortune  to  regret.  W ell-timed 
industry  may  yet  soften  its  rigours, 
which  will  be  more  siensibly  felt 
three  months  hence  than  at  present ; 
and  though  onr  once  chief  depend- 
ence no  longer  exist,  yet  perse- 
verance and  economy  may  blunt  the 
edge  of  threatened  scarcity,  and  in- 
dustry ensure  usa  perpetual  harvest. 
—Attention  to  the  culture  of  the 
garden  becomes  our  universal  duty ; 
and  he  who  most  assiduously  applies 
himself  to  that  object,  best  discharges 
his  obligations  to  society,  and  aquits 
himself  to  his-  family.  For  real 
usefulness,  at  this  season  .it  is  un- 
necessary to  say,  that  the  turnip, 
carrot,  and  cabbage  recommend 
themselves ;  but  in  9ie  whole  vege- 
table vari'el^  no  single  exceptionable 
species  can  be  named,  as  all  are 
profitable.  As  an  incentive  to 
proper  attention  to  an  object  of 
such  public  importance  as  that  of 
meeting  disappointment  and  in- 
creasing our  means  of  subsistence,  it 
is  worthy  of  mention,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  a  Serjeant  ui  the  New  South 
Wales  Corpsy  that  during  the  last 


,  pea  season  an  industrious  man,  who 
*  was  not  an  experienced,  gardener, 
cleared  from  a  spot  of  ground,  not 
exceeding  six  rods,  the  almost  in- 
credible amount  of  fifteen  pounds, 
ten  shillings,  by  selling  his  pease 
generally  at  a  shilling  a  quart, 
shelled. 

SIXTY  GUINEAS  REWARD. 

Captain  Curzons,  of  the  ship  Tel- 
lichery,  will  pay  the  above  reward 
to  any  person  or  persons  appr&> 
bending,  or  causing  to  be  appre^ 
bended,  the  following 

SEAMEN, 

Deserters  from  his  said  ship  i  or,  a 
reward  of 

Twenty  Guineas 
for  each  and  eitiier  of  the  smd  de- 
serters, a^  soon  as  they  shall  be  deli- 
vered into  safe  custody,  viz*  ^ 

WiUiam  Browtij 
about  5  feet  5  inches  highland  dark 
complexion ; 

Charles  Hogan^ 
same  height,  pale  complexioD,  and 
light  hair  -,  and 

Francis  Villiers, 
about  5  feet  9  inches  high,  dark 
complexion,  much  resembling  a  Por- 
tuguese, long  black  hair  tied,  and 
marked  with  the  small-pox. 

Any  person  harbouring  any  of  the 
said  deserters  will  be  prosecuted  by 
Captain  Curzons,  or  by  his  agent, 
in  case  of  his  absence ;  if  appre* 
bended  after  the  ship's  departure, 
they  will  be  sent  as  prisoners  on 
board  any  of  his  Majesty's  vessels  for 
England,  exclusive  of  the  corporal 
punishment  decreed  by  the  general 
orders  of  April  1st,  1865. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Friday  arrived  the  Venus, 
Chace,  with  5000  skins. 

Sailed  on  Tuesday  the  Star,  Cap- 
tain Bkmey,  to  fish  ofi^  the  coast  of 
New  Zealand. 

Two  out  of  the  three  seamen  that 
have  deserted  from  the  TeUicherry, 
have  added  to  the  crime  of  desertion 
the  much  niore  odious  and  unpardop- 
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able  crime  of  uignititnde.    These 
men  left  families  behind  them,  with- 
out any  other  dependence  for  sap* 
l^rt  than  a  liberal  allowance  of  two 
pouids  ten  shillings  per  month,  the 
payment  of  wliich  was  secured  to 
them  until  the  return  pf  the  ship.— 
The  consequence  is,  that  independ- 
ent of  every  otiier  charge  Captain 
,  Curzons  may  have  against  these  men, 
the  monthly  maintenance  to  their 
families  must  still  continue,  until 
advices  to  the  contrary  shall  be  re- 
ceived, which  will  be  a  considerable 
length  of  time.    More  than  ordinary 
suspicion  of  their  concealment  at- 
taches to  a  settler,  who  should  rather 
aid  in  apprehending  any  delinquent 
than  assist  him  in  the  commission  of 
bis  crime ;  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
man  who   would   Sma  infamously 
abuse  the  generosity  that  provided 
for  the  support  of  his  childreiK  while 
necessarily  absent,  and  therefore  in- 
capable of  supporting  them  himself, 
cannot  surely  be  depended  on,  nor 
e|en  his  constancy  in  withholding 
for  a  moment  the  information  requi- 
site to  bring  his  concealer  to  con- 
dign punishment,  in  hopes  to  save 
himself. 

Joseph  Smallsalts,  a  prisoner  for 
Itfe^  was  on  Tuesday  last  brought 
before  the  judge-advocate,  charged 
with  having  uttered  expressions  of 
an  inflammatory  and  seditious  ten- 
dency,  highly  disrespectful  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  and  with  in- 
tention to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of 
this  colony. — The  facts  alleged  being 
clearly  substantiated  upon  oath,  the 
offender  was  ordered  one  hundred 
lashes,  (which  punishment  was  in- 
^ted  accordingly),  and  sent  to 
public  labour  at  the  coal  mines  at 
Newcastle.  He  was  permitted  to 
travel  to  Hawkesbury,  in  custody  of 
a  constable,  to  arrange  his  afiiairs 
preparatory  to  his  being  embarked 
for  Newcastle,  with  a  label  on  his 
backy  on  which  Thomas  Paine  was 
written  in  large  characters,  the 
culprit  havmg  declared  that  '*  be 
^*  would  be  wqrse  than  Tom  Paine, 
**■  if  thwarted."    At  an  aggravation 


of  tlie  offence,  most  be  considered 
tiie  lenity  that  has  for  several  years 
past  been  shewn  to  him,  in  being 
permitted,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
become  a  settler,  and  in  the  many 
indulgencies  he  has  received  at  va- 
rious times  from  government. 

TO  BE  LET,  and  entered  on  at 

pleasure, 
A  Farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  thirty 
clear;  pleasantly  situate  at  Seven 
Hills,  and  well  adapted  to  stock, 
from  the  luxuriance  of  pasturage. 
For  reference  to  the  advertiser, 
apply  to  G.  Howe. 

NOTICE. 
In  order  to  ascertain  losses  as 
nearly  as  possible,  and  the  present  si- 
tuation of  the  agricultural  settlement 
and  people  at  Hawkesbury,  as  well 
as  those  m  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
his  Excellency  is  pleased  to  appoint 
the.  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden,  T.  Arndell, 
and  Nicholas  Bayly,  Esquires,  as- 
sisted by  the  chief  and  other  con- 
stables of  that  district,  to  make  the 
strictest  inquiry  into  these  objects, 
to  which  every  person  throughout 
the  settlements  are  requested  to  give 
the  fullest  information  and  assist- 
ance, if  required .    From  the  appear- 
ance of  an  uncommon  scarcity  of 
grain,  occasioned  by  the  distressing 
inundation  with  which  it  bath  pleased 
the  Divine  Will  to  visit  this  colony, 
the  governor  hopes  that  every  indi- 
vidual, possessed  of  a  garden,  wQI 
apply  their  whole  attention  and  that 
of  their  family,  to  raising  as  much 
vegetables  as  possible,  and  particu- 
larly tuniips,  carrots,  and  cabbage, 
for  which  the  present  season  is  most 
favourable.    It  is  equally  incumbent 
on  the  settlers  and  all  other  culti- 
vators, to  sow  at  least  half  an  acre 
of  turnip  seed,  as  the  produce  will 
sooner  be  obtained  than  any  other 
vegetable,  and  be  a  great  resource 
to  their  families.    As  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  all  or  most  of  the 
seed  wheat  belonging  to  the  Hawkes^ 
bury  settlers  is  destrc^ed,  the  go- 
vernor recommends  those  who  are 
out  of  the  reach  of  floods,  and  have 
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a  reserrc,  to  diatribnte  a  propor- 
tion to  their  known  tndostrions 
neighbours,  who  cannot  make  a 
better  use  of  it  than  by  drilling  it, 
which  will  take  but  a  fourth  of  the 
seed,  and  be  equally  or  more  produc- 
tive, and  at  which  the  labour  of 
women  and  children  can  be  usefully 
employed.  To  those  individuals  who 
have  resources  of  wheat  or  other 
grain,  the  governor  recommends  the 
utmost  care  being  taken  of  it  from 
the  depredations  of  the  idle;  and 
that  they  will  use  the  utmost 
economy  in  its  application  and  dis- 
tribution.  And,  in  consequence  of 
the  destiiictive  losses  occasioi^ed  by 
the  inundation  at  Hawkesbury,  his 
Excellency  has  judged  it  expedient 
to  direct  the  commissai-y  to  receive 
storeable  wheat  from  those  who  owe 
government  debts,  and  who  have  it 
to  spare,  at  fifteen  shillings,  barley  at 
eight,  and  maize  at  six  shillings  a 
bushel.— -To  thosg  who  owe  no  go- 
vernment debts,  wheat  at  twelve, 
good  barley  at  seven,  and  maize  at 
six  shillings  a  bushel.  The  private 
bakers  at  Sydney  and  Paramatta  are 
directed  to  attend  a  bench  of  magis- 
trates which  will  be  assembled  on 
Wednesday  next. 

By.  command  of  his  Excellency, 
G.  Blaxcell,  Acting  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

March  6th,  1806. 

J.  Puilen,  owner  f f^  a  small  house 
in  the  Brickfields,  stood  charged 
with  having  permitted  a  seditious 
conversation  in  his  house,  and  keep- 
ing it  secret ;  and  also  with  bavuig 
censured  and  abused  two  witnesses 
who  had  voluntarily  stepped  forward 
as  the  accusers  of  Smailsalts. — He 
was  an  old  man,  and  but  for  the 
latter  part  of  the  charge  would  not 
have  been  brought  forward;  yet 
Kuch  an  aggravation  requiring  to  be 
noticed,  he  was  odered  to  gaol,  there 
to  remain  until  he  should  find  secu- 
rity for  his  good  behaviour  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  himself  in  602.  and 
two  sureties  in  25i.  each. 


itfay  4i/«. 


NOTICE. 
Captain  Abbott  being  sworn  in  as 
a  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, is  to  be  obeyed  and  re^ 
spected  as  such. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
G.  Blaxcbll,  Acting  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 
April  30th,  1806. 

TO  BE  LET,  and  entered  on  im- 
mediately, 
A  good  thirty-acre  Farm,  situate  at 
Lane  Cove,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Watson's  Farm,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Wiltshire,  and  in  the 
present  occuplation  of  William  Fos- 
ter. The  buildings  on  the  fenn 
consist  of  two  good  dwelling  houses, 
large  Imm,  &c.  with  good  stock 
yard,  and  a  quantity  of  rich  manure. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to 
John  Griffiths,  or  William  Foster,  on 
the  Rocks. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  abridgment  of  general  orders, 
&c.  forming  a  part  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Pocket  Almanack,  being  com-- 
pleted,  those  subscribers,  (if  any), 
who  have  not  received  the  latter 
part,  are  requested  to  favour  tiie 
compiler  with  intunation  thereof, 
that  the  neglect  may  be  remedied 
immediately.  The  Paramatta  sub- 
scribers are  at  the  same  time  re- 
spectfully acquainted,  that  the  addi- 
tion, completing  their  almanacks, 
having  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Larra, 
will  be  delivered  when  applied  for. 

On  Friday,  Anthony  Size,  stock- 
keeper  at  Prospect,  was  found  bar- 
barously murdered,  by  whom  has 
not  yet  been  ascertained,  llie  only 
accounts  we  are  yet  in  possession  of, 
state,  that  two  men,  passing  near  his 
hut  with  a  cart,  heard  the  groans  of 
the  unfortunate  man,  and  proceed- 
ing towards  the  place  from  whence 
they  issued,  found  him  still  alive, 
with  his  head  leaning  on  a  stomp, 
and  weltering  in  his  own  blood. 
Hiey  endeavoured  to  get  from  him 
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some  uBfbnnation  th»t  might  lead  to 
the  detection  of  the  horrible  atro- 
city^ but  could  obtain  no  other 
answer  than  that  it  was  a  white  man. 

Cngland  and  Healing,  of  the  four 
unhappy  men  who  were  here  capi- 
tally conWcted  on  the  Slfttof  January 
lasty  for  robbery  of  the  pnbUc  stores 
at  Port  Dalrymple,  were  executed, 
tiie  former  at  that  settlement,  the 
latter  at  HobartTown,onthe  second 
day  subsequent  to  the  Estramina's 
arrival  at  each  of  those  places. 
During  the  vessel's  necessary  stay 
at  Port  Dalrymple,  Healing  had 
effected  his  escape,  as  was  supposed 
to  take  to  the  woods ;  but  was  only 
three  days  out  of  custody,  when  he 
was  retaken  gomg  into  his  own 
house  after  dan. 

On  Friday  night,  Elizabeth  Hay- 
land,  a  poor  woman  who  laboured 
under  one  of  the  severest  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence,  the  lossot  sight, 
was  burnt  in  a  most  dreadful  man« 
ner  by  her  clothes  taking  fire,  as  die 
sat  alone  by  the  fire-side.  The  un- 
fortunate woman  receives  every  as- 
sistance from  the  General  Hospital 
that  can  be  afforded  >er,  but  little 
hope  can  be  entertained  of  her  long 
surviving  the  dreadful  accident. 

A  bush-ranger  of  the  name  of 
Hughes,  was  yesterday  sennight  ap- 
prehended and  sentenced  by  a  bench 
of  magistrates  at  Paramatta  to  re- 
ceive two  hundred  lashes. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
If  riday  morning  arrived  the  Estra- 
mina,  last  from  Hobart  Town, 
where  she  arrived  the  12th  of  April, 
from  Port  Dalrymple,  and  Muled 
again  the  21  st.  She  touched  at  Cape 
I^ren,  and  brings  three  prisoners 
.  who  had  escaped  from  Hobart  Town 
in  an  open  boat,  and  after  making 
Cape  Barren  with  inconceiveable 
risk,  vrete  there  apprehended  by  the 
sealers,  and  kept  ia  close  confine- 
men^  tUl  an  opportunity  offered  of 
rend^ering  them  up  to  justice. 


Shortly  before  the  Eitmmna  left 
the  River  Derwent,  two  men  nnfor* 
tunatdy  perished  by  a  whale-boat 
upsetting,  in  which  they  were  trans- 
porting  four  valuable  kangaroo  dogs 
to  the  opposite  side,  none  of  whidi 
ever  reached  the  shore. 

On  Tuesday  sailed  the  brig  Venus 
for  Hobart  Town ;  same  day  saUed 
the  Governor  Hunter  for  Port  Dal- 
rymple, and  Marcia  for  the  south* 
ward. 

Monday  sailed  the  Contest  for 
King's  Town. 

On  Friday  sailed  the  Charlotte^ 
forHawkesbury;  this  day  the  sloop 
Hawkesbuiy  to  Mil  for  ditto. 

Yesterday  aftemoo^,  WilUam 
Pago,  the  bush-ranger  repeatedly 
advertised,  was  apprehended  by 
three  constables  at  ihe  Sand-Hills, 
near  the  Brickfields.  His  haunt 
being  supposed  to  be  abopt  that 
auarter,  the  chief  constable  has  for 
nve  weeks  past,  night  and  day,  been 
necessitated  to  detach  a  party  from 
his  subordinates  on  his  particular 
duty.  The  culprit,  when  taken,  Imd 
some  property  about  him,  for  which 
no  doubt  owners  will  be  found.  He 
immediately  tendered  a  voluntary 
confession  of  his  crimes,  committed 
during  his  last  absence,  and  was 
lodged  in  gaol. 

Fitzgerald,  the  bush-ranger,  lately 
sent  to  King's  Town,  immediately 
absconded  from  thence,  and,  at  all 
hazards,  attempted  to  make  his  way 
inland  to  these  settlements,  in  which 
he  succeeded ;  but  was  Very  soon  re- 
taken, and  lodged  in  Paramatta  g(ML 

The  Governor  King,  private  colo- 
nial, vessel,  Mr.  Edwards,  master, 
last.from  Norfolk  Island,  with  about 
fifteen  tons  of  salted  pork,  and  a 
quantity  of  soap  manufactured  there, 
was  unfortunately  lost  on  Tuesday, 
the  22nd  ultimo,  at  Hunter's  Biver, 
near  the  place  where  the  Francis 
schooner  was  lost 
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On  Monday  morning  Keeling  was 
executed  pnnuant  to  his  sentence. 
•^Aboot  a  qnarter  before  ten  he  was 
taken  irom  his  cell,  and  requested 
to  be  permitted  to  walk  to  the  place 
€^  tteecution,  towards  which  he  ad^ 
Tttnced  with  a  aaick  pace  and  much 
composure,  which  was  however 
aometimes  disturbed  by  passing  ob- 
jeetB  that  seemed  to  wound  his  recol- 
lection. At  ten  he  arrived  at  the 
spot  at  which  his  destiny  awaited 
him,  and  was  there  attended  by  the 
Hev.  Mr.  Fulton,  by  whose  pious 
labours  he  had  already  confessed 
himself  sincerely  bendntted. —  He 
joined  in  prayer  with  the  minister 
with  much  fervor,-and  when  given 
up  to  the  executioner,  advance^  to 
fbt  cart  from  wliich  he  was.  to  be 
launched,  with  an  air  of  confidence ; 
bat  when  on  the  brink  of  eternity, 
was  so  niueh  overcome  by  the  dread-> 
M  pause  tliat  preceded  the  removal 
of  ttie  cart,  that  strength  forsook 
Inm,  and  he  dropped  into  the  arms 
of  death. 


itfi^  IIM. 

NOTICE. 

.  In  consideration  of  the  repeated 
useful  and  humane  exertions  of 
ABdrewThompson,settler,  and  head 
constable  of  the  Hawkesbury  dis- 
toiots,  in  saving  the  lives  and  much 
4>f  the  proper^  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  repeated  floods  in  that  quarter, 
as  well  as  from  his  eendral  de- 
meanour, and  to  provide  a  whole- 
some permanent  dnnk  for  the  settlers 
and  labourers  in  that  extensive 
settlement,  his  Excellency  has  di- 
rected the  commissary  to  furnish  the 
said  Andrew  Thompson  with  the 
coppers  and  other  brewing  utensils, 
armed  by  the  WUUam  Pitt,  he 
lOTirmg  payment  for  the  same,  with 
the  usualadvance  of ^fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  following  obligatory  conditions; 
Thatistosay^ 

To  supply  tiie  inhabitants  vrith  good 
beer atnot  mote  than  mm  afttfln^ 

.  par  gttllDN^  and  smatt  beer  at  six- 
pence. 


Not  to  disposeof  the  beer  so  brewed 
to  particular  indmduals,  but  tiie 
distribution  to  be  as  general  as 
possible. 

Net  to  sell,  give,  lend,  or  make  any 
other  use  of  the  malt  he  may 
make,  than  for  the  purpose  of 
brewing  on  his  ovm  premises. 

Those  under  the  sentence  of  the 
law  who  may  be  considered  de- 
serving of  having  the  indulgence  of 
a  ticket  </  kaoe  continued  to  Ihem, 
are  to  appear  respectively  at  the 
secretary's  office,  at  Sydney,  on 
Monday  the  10th  instant,  at  dght 
o'clock  in-  the  morning;  at  Vm,- 
matta,  on  Wednesday  the  2l8t,  at 
the  Court  House;  and  at  Hawkes- 
bury, on  Friday  the  23rd,  at  the 
Green  Hills.    ' 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AtTCTION, 

By  Mr.  Bevan, 
At  his  house  in  South  Street,  on 
Thursday  next,  the  15th  instant,  at 
eleven  in  the  forenoon,  fifty  ewes, 
twenty  weather  sheep,  twenty-five 
pigs,  and  a  quantity  of  coals.  The 
purchasers  may  be  accommodated 
with  three  months'  credit,  by  payinc 
a  deposit  of  twenty  per  cent,  and 
good  security  for  the  residue,  in 
copper  coin  or  approved  bills.-^At 
the  same  time  will  be  sold,  a  quan- 
tity of  fine  muslin,  boots,  shoes,  and 
second  clothes,  for  which  prompt 
payment  in  copper  coin  or  apprsred 
bittS'Vnll  be  required. 

LANE,  WATCHMAKER, 

Most  respectfully  returns  thanks  to 
his  firiends  and  the  public  in  general, 
for  the  very  liberal  encouragement 
already  received,  and  informs  them, 
that  having  his  assortment  of  gM^ 
silver;  and  metal  watches  of  varient 
sorts  renewed  by  the  ship  William 
Pitt,  is  determined  to  sell  each  article 
at  the  most  reasonable  price. 

N.B.  Many  having  come  jnto  this 
colony,  whose  knowledge  in  the 
profession  is  confined,  by  which 
means  their  abifities  have  been 
'  hitherto  useleaSy— Such  as  have  been 
reared  to  any  particular  branchy 
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eitlier  in  clock  or  watch-nakingy  and 
wisli  to  follow  their  profession,  may 
find  encouragement  and  instruction 
by  Implying  as  above. 

LOST, 

On  Sunday  last,  between  Georges 
Rwer  and  Canterbury  Farm,  a  sUrer 
watch  gilt,  maker's  name,  James 
Williamson,  No.  76,  the  property  of 
Thomas  Legg ;  any  person  returning 
it  to  whom,  at  his  house  in  Back 
Row,  East,  wiU  receive  two  pounds 
reward. 

By  accounts  received  by  the 
£straniina,Lieutenant«Govemor  Pa- 
terson  has  found  it  necessary  to  re- 
move the  greater  part  of  his  estab- 
lishment from  Western  Arm  at  Port 
Palrymple,  to  the  country  above 
the  cataract,  where  the  kind  extends 
OB  both  sides  the  rivers  North  and 
8ontfa  Esk,  into  very  considerable 
fotile  yHsans  without  a  tree,  and  in 
many  parts  extends  further  than  the 
eye  can  reach,  and  is  fully  equal  to 
every  purpose  of  grazing  and  tillage. 
Exclusive  of  the  valuable  ground  on 
the  banks  of  those  rivers,  almost  the 
whole  space  they  inclose  is  of  the 
Bame  description ;  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  the  most  favourable 
returns  will  be  produced  from  these 
extensive  tracts  of  fertile  land.  The 
accounts  adds,  that  the  cows  are  all 
JB  a  very  good  state,  and  the  whole 
of  them  in  calf,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  soon  replace  the  numbers  that 
anfortunately  died  soon  after  their 
arrival.  Every  person  at  that  settle- 
men^  and  at  the  settlement  com- 
manded by  thelieutenant-Govemor 
CoUins,  enjoyed  a  good  state  of 
health. 

Elizabeth  Hayland,the  poor  blind 
woman  who  was  last  week  shockingly 
tomt  in  consequence  of  her  clothes 
taking  fire,  departed  this  life  on 
Sunday juoming,  after  enduring,  for 
msaxy  honrs^  the  most  excruciating 
tmrtnre. 

lAtely  Jamet  Mayne  was  bronchi 
1^<nr&  the  Ji^Bcfa,  charged  vnth 


having  in  his  posaesfloD  a  still,  con^ 
trary  to  long-established  rules  vnA 
orders,  which  too  frequent  necesnty 
has  existed  to  repeat  The  man 
denied  the  charge,  which  was  uh 
fortuuately  supported  by  the  trimai 
circumstance  of  four  hundred  cal« 
,  Ions  of  peach  cyder  being  found  ill 
the  house  in  a  state  of  fermentatioa, 
and  then  nearly  fit  for  distillaliQiu 
The  necessity  of  repressing  a  pvae* 
tice,  the  toleration  of  which  must 
entail  poverty,disease,  and  wretched^ 
ness  upon  these  settlements,  required 
that  this  complaint  should  be  ml* 
nutely  investigated,  wherefore  ^e 
prisoner  ¥ras  remanded. 


May  I9th. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  governor  having  received 
certain  information  that  conceded 
stills  are  worked  in  diiferent  parti 
of  the  colony,  from  which  a  poisonoui 
and  inflaming  spirit  is  procured; 
and  as  it  is  certain  that  those  stills 
are  not  worked  but  with  the  aid  of 
some  unknown  but  not  unsuspected 
persons  of  property,  in  furnishing 
sugar  and  other  materials,  the  fol- 
lowing rewards  will  be  given  ta 
accomplices,  labourers,  and  de- 
tecters,  on  conviction  of  the  offend- 
ers, VIZ. 

To  a  convict  under  sentence  of 
the  law,  on  conviction  of  the  worker 
or  workers  of  the  still  (not  .being 
above  the  class  of  settlers  from  pri^ 
soners,  or  those  who  have  been  or 
remain  under  sentence  of  the  law,) 
a  conditional  emancipation,  and  a 
reward  often  pounds  from  the  gad 
fund. 

To  freemen  of  ail  descriptions,  tm 
conviction  as  above,  a  reward  itt 
stock  or  otherwise  equal  to  the 
value  of  twenty-eight  pounds  ster- 
ling. 

To  a  convict  under  the  sentencv 
of  the  law,  on  conviction  tHT  any 
settler,  dealer,  or  other  person  of 
pfTopertv,  fnmiBhing  any  of  the  ma- 
terials fbr  Ae  purpose  6f  audi  diftil- 
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Hug)  an  absolnte  pardoD,,  and  a 
reward  of  ten  pounds  from  the  gaol 
fund. 

To  a  freeman,  on  conviction  as 
above^  a  reward  in  stock  equal  to 
fifbr-Bix  pounds  sterling. 

Any  convict,  by  whose  Informa- 
tion or  means  any  person  whatever 
i»  convicted  of  vending,  giving,  or 
bartering  spirits  so  made,  will  re- 
ceive a  conaitional  emancipation. 

Any  freeman,  by  whose  means 
any  licenced  person  is  convicted  of 
selling,  giving,  or  bartering  such 
spirits,  will  receive  the  amount  of 
the  recognizances,  and  havie  the 
forfeited  licence. 
By  the  command  of  his  Excellency, 

G.  Blaxcell,  Acting  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

May  10th,  1806. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Notwithstanding  any  former  or- 
ders, regulations,  or  customs,  his 
Excellency  strictly  forbids  any  inha- 
bitant or  other  person  whatever  in 
the  towns  or  settlements  of  Sydney, 
Paramatta,  Green  Hills,  and  Castle 
Hill,  quitting  their  respective  dwel- 
lings on  any  pretext,  in  case  of 
akurm  by  fire,  commotions,  or  otiier- 
wise,  either  by  night  or  day,  after 
the  dmms  have  beat  to  arms,  and 
the  alamm  bells  are  rung,  excepting 
police,  militaiy,  and  others  stationed 
at  the  respective  alarm  posts,  unless 
the  service  or  appearance  of  anv 
collective  number,  or  of  individuals 
may  be  called  for  by  the  magistrates 
or  commissioned  officers,  civil  and 
military. — ^Disobedience  of  this  order 
will  subject  the  persons  offending  to 
a  most  exemplary  punishment;  nor 
will  the  situation  of  any  description 
of  persons  exempt  them  from  having 
doe  notice  taken  of  their  acting 
XMmtrary  to  this  order. 

NOTICE, 
From  the  unlav^l  meetings  lately 
held  in  this  colony,  and  the  nume- 
rous depredations  of  various  kinds 
committed  on-  the  public,  patroles 
from  the  New  SouUi  Wales  Corps, 
«nd  AflsociatioDs,  are  directed  to 


visit  the  different  parts  of  the  towns 
of  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  and  their 
environs,  at  intermediate    periods 
from  sun-set  to  dav-Iight :  the  inha- 
bitants are  theren>re  cautioived  to 
attend  to  the  following  instructions, 
given  to  the  patroles  and  police  :— 
First, — Not  to  suffer  lights  to  be 
kept  in  improper  houses    after 
taptoo  beating:   if  such  houses 
should  be  lighted  after  that  hour, 
and  improper  persons  (not  resi- 
dents) round  therein,  they  are  to 
be  confined,  and  the  proprietor's 
conduct  to  be  reported. 
Second,— All  idlers  loitering  about 
the  towns  or  environs,  after  8Ud« 
set,  to  be  imprisoned. 
Third,— -Convicts  taken  up  by  the 
guard  or  patrole,  at  night,  to  be 
sent  to  gaol ;  but  should  any  im- 
proper conduct  in  persons  of  other 
descriptions  oblige  the  guard  or 
patrole  to  detain  them,  they  are 
to  be  kept  in  the  main  guard- 
room. 
Fourth, — It  is  to  be  clearly  uader- 
stood,  that  officers  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  the  navy,  army,  the  mas- 
ters, super-cargoes,  and  mates  of 
merchant  vessels  lying  in  the  har- 
bour, stock-keepers,  superintend- 
ants,  constables,  and  officers'  ser* 
vants  on  their  master's  business, 
are  to  he  passed,  on  making  them- 
selves known  to  the  patrole  or 
centinels:  —  also   known   house- 
holders of  good  character,  and 
who  carry  a  light  agreeable  to  the 
standing  general  orders  of  the 
garrison. 
Fifth,  —  Persons  answering  '' offi- 
cer," who  are  itot  entitled  to  that 
appellation,  are  to  be  detained. 
Sixth, — Persons,  of  whatever  de- 
scription, making  use  of  abusive 
orinsultinglanguage  to  the  patrole 
or  centinels,  in  the  execution,  of 
their  duty,  are  to  be  detained  and 
reported  next  morning.    All  per- 
sons taken  up  by  the  guard  or 
patrole,andx;onfined  in  the  guard- 
house or  gaol,  are  to  be  reported 
by  the  officer  to  Mi^or  Johnston 
at  Sydney,  or  to  Captain  Abbot  at 
Panonattejbefore  gnard-nibuDting 
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next  mofningttfaat  such  measaret 
may  be  taken  as  the  serrtce  re- 
quires. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
G.  Blaxcell,  Acting  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney,< 
May  13th,  1906. 

NOTICE. 
Twenty  head  of  deer  having 
lately  escaped  from  the  enclosures 
of  John  Harris,  Esq.  at  the  Bhick- 
wattleSwamp,allpersons  are  hereby 
strictly  cautioned  against  shooting 
or  in  any  other  way  maiming  or 
hurting  any  of  the  said  deer,  on 
pain  ot  prosecution  \  and  owners  of 
dogs  are  at  ^e  same  time  required 
to  take  notice,  that  should  any  of 
said  deer  be  barrassed  or  tofn,  the 
dog  will  be  destroyed,  the  owner 
prosecuted,  and  a  reward  of  five 
guineas  paid  by  the  above  gentleman 
to  any  informer  prosecuting  to  con- 
viction. 

WANTED, 

About  20,000  good  shingles,  and 
from  500  to  1000  bushels  of  lime. 
Persons  desirous  of  furnishing  the 
same  to  apply  to  J.  Nichols,  Hos- 
pital Whan,  Sydney. 


June  UL 

Wednesday  next  being  the  anni- 
versary of  his  Majesty's  birth,  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  will  fire 
three  voUies  at  noon,  after  which  a 
royal  sidute  will  bl  fired  from  the 
battery.  At  one  o'clock  a  royal 
salute  will  be  fired  from  His  Maj  esty 's 
armed  vessel  Buffalo.  Such  Eng- 
lish armed  ships  or  foreigners  -as 
intend  to  salute  on  that  occasion,  are 
to  beg'm  when  the  Buffalo  fires  her 
second  gun.  His  Excellency  will 
be  ready  to  receive  (he  compliment 
of  the  officers,  civil,  military,  and 
naval  on  that  occasion,  at  half-past 
one. 

By  command  of  his  E^i^cellency, 
G.  Blaxcell,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

June  1st,  1806. 


A  CAUTION. 

Captaui  Meyrick  having  received 
certain  information  that  attempts 
have  been  made  to  uiveigle  several 
seamen  from  his  ship  Aurora,  now 
lying  in  this  harbour,  embraces 
the  earliest  occasion  to  caution  all 
and  every  person  .or  persons  Ui 
this  territory,  against  harbouring, 
concealing,  or  seducing  from  their 
duty, .  or  in  any  wise  aiding  or 
abetting  in  so  harbouring,  conceal- 
ing, or  seducing  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatever,  belonging  to  his  said 
ship,  on  pain  of  prosecution.  He  - 
considers  it  incumbent  on  him,  at 
the  same  time,  positively  and  une- 
quivocally to  declare,  that  should 
any  seaman  whatever  desert  the 
said  ship,  every  possible  means  will 
be  resorted  to  for  apprehending  and 
enforcing  the  law  against  him,  for 
which  purpose  his  agents  and  attor- 
nies  in  this  colony  will  be  fully  em- 
powered and  instructed  to  act  after 
the  ship's  departure  j  and  likewise 
to  prosecute  any  master  of  a  vessel, 
ovmer,  or  other  individual  who  shall 
appear  to  have  advised  or  abetted 
such  desertion. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By  Mr.  Bevan, 
At  Woollamoolla,  on  Friday  next; 
the  6th  of  this  present  instant,  at 
eleven  in  the  forenoon,  about  two 
thousand  pomids  weight  of  leaf 
tobacco,  which,  for  the  advantage 
of  persons  desirous  of  purchasing 
thereof,  will  be  put  np  in  lots  of 
501bs.  to  lOOlbs.  each.  Payment  to 
be  made  in  copper  coin  or  approved 
colonial  bills.  ' 

FOR  SALE,  BY  PRIVATE 
'  CONTRACT, 
Thirty  allotments  of  land,  deligfat- 
fuUy  situate  for  building,  being  part 
of  Rickerby's  Farm,  at  the  Green 
Hills,  Hawkesbury,  each  containing 
thirty-two  rods,  being  four  in  width, 
and  eight  in  depth.  Credit  untU 
the  month  of  February  next,  will  be 
granted,  (if  required)^  upon  satirfac* 
tory  security.  For  further  particu* 
lars  apply  to  Thomas  Rickerby. 
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TO  BE  Orr  OR  SOLD, 
A  good  stone  House,  etigiUy  situate 
No.  8,  on  the  Rocks,  particulars  of 
which   to    be   known  of  William 
Baser,  Chapel  Row. 

NOTICE. 

All  owners  of  boats,  or  persons 
huring  or  working  such,  are  hereby 
cautioned  not  to  make  fast  the  said 
boats  to  the  rails,  posts,  or  rings 
attached  to  the  buildings  or  pre- 
mises of  Mr.  J.  Nichols,  contiguous 
to  the  Hospital  Wharf,  as  all  ropes 
or  fastenings  to  such  will  be  cast 
loose,  of  which  it  is  hoped  this  will 
be  sufficient  notice. 

STRAYED,  » 

Siace  Wednesday  the  21st  instant, 
on  the  Paramatta  Road,  an  iron- 
grey  horse;  any  person  giving  or 
eonyeying  information  that  may  tend 
to  the  discovery  of  which  to  G. 
Howe,  will  receive  fiv«  guineas 
FBward* 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Monday  last  arrived  the 
American  ship  Criterion,  Captain 
Chace,  in  ninety  days  from  China ; 
same  day,  the  Aurora  south  whaler, 
Captain  Meyrick,  from  a  cruize— 
will  sail  again  shortly  for  the  Pe- 
nantipodes. 

On  Wednesday  came  in,  from 
King's  Town,  his  |tfajesty's  colonial 
vessel  Resource,  vnth  coals  and 
cedar.  This  day  tiie  ship  William 
Pitt  qmU  the  cove  and  drops  down. 

TO 

PABENTS  AND  GUARDIANS. 
'  A  person  who  flatters  herself  her 
character  will  bear  the  strictest 
icnitmy,  being  desirous  of  receiving 
into  her  charge  a  proposed  number 
of  children  ofher  own  sex^as  board* 
en,  respectfuUy  acquamts  parents 
and  guardians  that  she  is  about  to 
attnate  herself  either  in  Sydney  or 
Panmatta,  of  which  notice  vdll  be 
riiortly  given.  She  doubts  not,  at 
the  sane  tame,  that  her  asBidoityln 


the  inculcation  of  moral  principles 
in  the  youthful  mind,  joined  to  an 
unremitting  attention  and  polite 
diction,  will  ensure  to  her  the  much- 
desired  confidence  of  those  who 
may  think  proper  to  favour  her  vrith 
such  a  charge. — Inquiries  on  the 
above  subject  will  be  answered  by 
G.  Howe,  at  Sydney,  who  will  make, 
known  the  name  of'^the  adfvertiser/ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
An  academy  will  be  opened  on 
Monday  next,  the  2nd  of  June,  by 
H.  and  Mrs.  Perfect,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  children  in  reading,  vnritiiig;-, 
merchants  accompts,  and  needle- 
work, at  Mr.  Edvrards,  No.  6,  Springy 
Row,  Sydney,  where  every  attention 
will  be  paid  to  the  morals  of  the 
pupil.  H.  Perfect  will  attend  per- 
sons of  eiliier  sex  who  may  vnsh  for 
private  Instnlotion  at  their  own 
houses. 

NOTICE. 

William  Gough  having  his  Excel- 
lency's permission  to  depart  this 
colony,  and  being  determined  to 
embrace  the  first  opportuniihr  that 
offers  of  a  passage  to  England  after 
the  1st  of^  August  next,  requests 
every  person  indebted  to  him  will 
be  good  enough  to  discharge  their 
accounts  inunediateiy,  odierwiae 
legal  measures  will  be  resorted  to 
for  the  recovery  thereof;  and  any 
person  desirous  of  purchasing  his 
premises,  vr'iih  intention  of  carrying 
on  the  leather  manufacture,  may 
apply  for  the  same  directly.  Pos- 
session may  be  had  at  a  given' 
period,  and  a  man  or  two  may  be 
sent  into  the  yard,  by  agreement,  to 
be  instructed  during  the  remainder 
of  the  proprietor's  residence. 

LOST, 

In  or  near  Sydney,  a  seal  watch-key, 
with  cypher  R.  F.  engraved  on  a 
cornelian,  set  in  gold,  the  lower  part 
steel,  and  swivel  broke  short  off. 
The  above  being  the  property  of  a 
gentlemaai  who  eite«m»  it  less  for 
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iti  iBtrintie  value  than  from  other 
eonndeialioiiSy  any  person  who  may 
kwre  fomi4  it  is  requested  to  make 
tte  same  known  to  the  printer  of 
tkls  paper,  where  they  will  obtain  a 
reference  to  the  owner,  and  receive 
a  very  liberal  compensation  for  their 
tronUe. 

We  learn  with  entire  satisfaction, 
thattiie  preparations  for  tiie  ensntng 
kaurest  are  anxiously  attended  to  in 
all  the  different  settlements,  and 
that  notwithstanding  the  long  suc- 
cession of  uniavonrable  weatiier, 
jet  that  many  farmers  have  Aiished 
aewing,  and  that  others,  whose  situ- 
ations were  more  exposed  to  impe- 
diment from  the  lodgment  of  the 
waters,  have  used  every  exertion  to 
catdi  the  staying  season.     Some, 
however,  divested  by  the  last  flood 
tliat  udiappily  deluged  the  banks  of 
Hawkesbury,  not  only  of  their  next 
3rear^s  seed,  but   unfortunately  of 
their  sole  dependence  for  the  imme- 
diate  maintenance  of  tl^emselves 
and  famities,  are,  by  that  doleful 
event,  mpch  restricted  in  the  plan- 
'  tation  of  wheat  for   the  ensuing 
crop.     This  was   an   unavoidable 
consequence  of  a  disaster  which  no 
human  foresight  could  predict,  or 
opposition    have    prevented,   and 
frtuch  was  more  general  and  fatal 
in  its  ravages,  }^  many  degrees, 
than  was  ever  before  experienced, 
or  than  could  be  conceived  within 
the  list  of  possible  events,  and  la- 
ajiientable  indeed  must  have  been  the 
catastrophe,  had  not  the  speediest 
rdief  been  afforded  by  goverhment 
to  the  otherwise  insolierable  wants 
1^  many  families  without  a  shelter, 
and  bereft  of  sustenance.      In  a 
general  order    afterwards   issued, 
Siose  that  had  escaped  or  suffered 
Uttie  from  the  inundation  Were  so- 
licited to  aid  in  the  charitable  work 
9f  alleviating  its  effects  upon  the 
numerous  sufferers,  by  affording  to 
their  necessities  such  proportion  of 
grain,  and  more  especially  for  seed, 
as   their   respective  circumstances 
thovdd  admit,  and  the  exigencies  of 


llie  lest  Ibrtuaale  than  themelTM 
should  appear  to  require.  Uil- 
necessary  as  we  are  willing  to  con- 
sider such  a  solicitation  where  evi- 
dent distress  perferred  a  claim,  yet 
at  such  a  crisis  it  was  no  less  essen- 
tial to  tiie  condition  of  manyfamifies 
labouring  under  ai^iction,  than  to 
the  general  interest,  to  remind  us  of 
a  duty  we  oWe  to  one  another,  and 
which  every  man  in  similar  circum- 
stances, produced  by  similar  causes, 
would  unquestionably  consider  in- 
cumbent on  his  neighbour,  whose 
happier  chance  it  was  to  have 
escaped  the  scourge  of  adverse  deis- 
tiny:  In  what  number  of  instances 
the  request  was  acceded  to,  or  the 
natural  dictates  of  homani^  com- 
plied with,  is  indeterminable  3  but^ 
we  have  tiie  satisfaction  to  leam 
from  the  authority  of  penons  vari- 
ously situated  on  the  river^  that 
many  have  been  enabled  to  sow  as 
much  of  their  land  as  the  late  return 
of  favourable  weather  penmtted 
with  a  prospect  of  success.  The 
plantation  of  maize  upon  such 
grounds  as  could  not  be  sowed  in 
wheat,  will,  it  is  hoped,  nearly  com- 
pensate the  disappointment,  as  with 
the  ordinary  attention  necessary  to 
its  growth,  it  must  be  considered  a 
more  certain  crop  than  any  other. 
The  culture  of  this  valuable  grain 
should,  indeed,  be  properly  attended 
to,  in  every  season;  as  the  preser- 
vation and  increase  of  stock  is  ever 
dependent  on  it,  and  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted as  an  excellent  substitute  in 
case  of  failure  in  crops  of  wheat. 

On  Thursday  an  elegant  enter- 
tainment was  given  by  John  Palmer, 
Esq.  at  Woollamoolla,  at  which  his 
Excellency  and  Mrs.  King  were 
present,  with  many  officers,  civil 
and  military,  and  their  v^ves. 

On  Friday  a  cold  collation  was 
given  by  tiie  officers  of  HisMajestys 
ship  fhiffalo,  to  -  a  select  party, 
among  whom  were  his  £xcellen<^, 
and  several  officers,  civil,  military, 
and  navalyWith  their  wives.^The 
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company  took  water  at  twelve  at 
noon,  attended  by  the  band  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  in  an  ac- 
companying boat,  playing  off  God 
Save  the  King;''  and  after  making 
an  excursion  as^  as  Crarden  Island, 
returned,  and  were  received  on 
board  the  Buffalo.  His  Excellency 
embarked  at  three  o'clock,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Ferguson  and 
other  officers,  and  re-landed  at 
eight 

Our  report  of  the  arrival  of  the 
William  Pitt,  stated  the  death  of 
three  female  prisoners  during  the 
passage,  having  lauded  117  out  of 
120  women  received  on  board; — 
this  account  was  not  perfectly  cor- 
rect, as  out  of  the  above  number 
received,  only  two  were  lost,  the 
third  having  been  discharged  the 
vessel  shortly  prior  to  her  departure. 

DEATH. 
At  two  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday 
last  died,  of  a .  consumptive  com- 
plaint, long  contracted,  Thomas 
'Rowley,  Esq.  Captain-^commandant 
of  the  lioyal  Sydney  Association, 
and  formerly  captain  in  His  Majesty's 
New  South  Wales  Corps.  The  phi- 
lanthropv  and  many  eminent  virtues 
which  adorned  the  character  of  that 
worthy  gentleman,  have  too  long- 
been  a  subject  of  universal  admi- 
ration  to  admit  eulogium  here :  nor 
is  it  indeed  in  the  power  of  language 
to  convey  a  conception  of  the 
regret  occasioned  by  the  event,  to 
bis  family  and  numerous  friends  of 
|he  first  respectability  in  the  colony, 
in  which  sensation  all  classes  of  in- 
habitants participate. 


June  16M. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Philip  Gidley  King, 

Whereas,  notwithstanding  the 
repeated  orders,  and  the  conviction 


of  several  penons  etiplayed  la  dis- 
tilling a  pemieioas  spirit,  and  the 
present  exigence  of  these  settle- 
ments for  want  of  grain,  yet  it  has 
appeared  before  a  benoh  of  iDAp»* 
trs4es,  that  a  quantity  of  maice, 
wheat,  and  other  grain,  has  been 
malted  for  the  purpose  of  distiUiiig; 
I  do  hereby  strictly  forbid  any  per- 
son or  perscms  whatever  using  any 
grain  for  so  destructive  a  purpose  ^ 
and  do  hereby  direct  and  require^ 
that  every  person  convicted  thereof^ 
before  a  bench  of  magistrates,  be 
fined  in  the  penal  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling,and  imprisoned 
for  the  term  of  six  calendar  monHis 
in  the  county  gaol,  eicclnsive  of  all 
other  penalties  for  distilling  spirits 
hitherto  prescribed.  Any  person- 
under  the  sentence  of  the  law  offend- 
^g  herein,  will  suffer  such  punish- 
ment as  the  magistrates  may  award. 
This  proclamation  to  continae  in  Adl 
force  and  efiect  from  the  date 
hereof,  to  the  30th  of  March  1807. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency, 

Government  House,  Sydney, 

June  14th,  1806. 
God  save  the  King. 

TO  BE  SOLD, 
At  No.  S4,  Back  Row,  East,  a  bean* 
tiful  kangaroo  bitch,  of  the  first 
breed  in  t^e  colony,  warranted  per- 
fectly sound. 

LOST, 
(Supposed  to  be  on  the  govetnet^s 
wharf),  two  small  keys,  a  tortoiie* 
shell  comb,  and  a  packet  of  papers. 
Whoever  may  have  found  them,  will, 
on  delivering  them  to  the  printer, 
receive  a  reward  of  Haifa  gallon  of 
spirits.- 

WANTED, 
A  freeman,  as  an  overseer  on  a  large 
farm. — ^Any  person  that  is  capable 
of  undertaking  the  said  trust,  may 
learn  the  particulars  by  applying  to- 
Mr.  William  Cox,  at  Hawkesbwy, 
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TO  BB  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By^  Mr.  Bev»ii, 
At  hU  rooms' Ib  High  Street,  on 
Monday,  the  2Srd  inflUmt,  at  eleren 
in  the  forenoon,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  prime  sheep,  mostly  ewes  in 
Imh,  and  two  capital  rams,  to  be 
pat  np  in  lots  agreeable  to  the  desire 
•f  purchasers,  and  three  months 
credit  given  on  approved  secnrity. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By  Mr.  Bevan,^ 
At  his  rooms  in  High  Street,  on 
Thorsday  next,  at  ten  in  the  fore- 
noon, about  thirty  pigs ;  a  qoantity 
of  sole  leather ;  bootlegs  and  skins ; 
nmslins  and 'Chintzes;  palampores 
in  great  Yariety ;  a  nnmber  of  deal 
packing  cases;  and  sundry  other 
articles,  the  property  of  a  gentie- 
■um.  Fayment  to  be  made  in  cop- 
per coin,  and  throe  months  credit 
allowed  on  approved  security. 

CONFECTIONARY, 

No.  40, 
(Near  the  back  gate  of  Government 

House), 
On  the  East  Side  of  Back  Row. 
The  public  are  respectfully  assured 
of  a  constant  supply  of  the  choicest 
delicacies  ever  before  offered  to 
their  notice,  among  which  are  the 
foUowing,  strop  de  citron  and  lemon- 
ade, in  pint  and  quart  bottles,  in  no- 
wise inferior  to  the  best  sirop  de 
capellaire;  currantjellies  and  jams; 
gooseberry  ditto  ditto;  mulberry 
and  quince  ditto  ditto;  candied 
lemon  and  orange,  preserved  in  the 
firit  style,  and  warranted  to  keep 
tiie  longest  voyage,  with  various 
others. 

N*B«  Jars  of  the  above  prepared 
for  commanders  and  officers  of  ves- 
sels at  a  short  notice,  and  at  a  price 
which  will  -not  be  conceived  exor- 
bitant 

ONION  SEED. 
Thomas  Boulton,of  Sydney,  having 
received  a  late  supply  of  this  very 
valuable  seed,  is  desirous  of  accom- 
modating the  public  with  a  part 
thereof;  aad  therefore  gives  early 


notice,  that  persons  vrishing  to  pur- 
chase, may  have  any  quantity  at  a 
moderate  charge,  and  in  ample  pre- 
servation, at  his  house  on  the  Rocks. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Tuesday  evening  arrived  His 
Majesty's  tender  Laay  Nelson,  com- 
manded by  acting  lieutenant  Sy- 
monds,  in  nineteen  days  from  Nor- 
folk Ishmd,  having  previously  landed 
TIppahee  and  his  little  suite  at  New 
Zeisiland,  after  a  passage  of  five, 
weeks  from  hence — passenger.  En- 
sign Lawsott,  of  the  New  Sontii 
Wales  Corps.  Remain  with  His 
Majesty's  ship  Buffalo,  the  Aurora 
whaler,^the  William  Pitt,  to  sail 
shortly  for  China  and  to  touch  at' 
Port  Dalrymple;  the  Sophia;  the 
Lucy,  private  ship  of  war,  refitting, 
and  brie  from  Norfolk  Island;  the 
Venus  for  Port  Harrington;  tile 
Estramina,  St.  Francisco  and  St. 
Paulo.  During  the  week  three  ves- 
sels from  Hawkesbury  brought  wheat- 
and  maize,  but  slender  freights,  con- 
signed in  smallproportioos  to  various 
individuals. 

A  still  was  last  week  seizei)  in  the 
(Mstrict  of  Hawkesbury,  together 
with  the  various  apparatus  and  some ' 
ingredients  for  the  distillation  of 
spirits. — ^The  unremitting  assidui^ 
exercised  in  exploring  these  pesti- 
lential recesses  cannot  possibly  fail 
of  soon  putting  a  period  to  the  prac- 
tice, from  the  check  already  given 
to  which,  there  is  every  reason  ta 
hope  the  trade  is  at  present  in  but 
very  few  hands. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Sydney  Gazette. 
Sir, 

The  difficulty  I  have  often 
heard  complained  of  in  the  rearing 
of  turkeys,  induces  me -to  present 
you  with  the  following  authentic 
cornmunication  on  the  subject.  A 
celebrated  Swedish  writer  upon 
husbandry,  says,  that  most  of  our 
housewives  have  long  despaired  4>f 
success  in  rearing  turkeys,  and  com- 
plained  that  the  pro$t  rarely  indem- 
nifies them  for  their  trouble  and  loss 
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of  timev  whereas^  continues  be^  little 
more  is  to  be  done  than  to  plnnge 
the  chick  into  a  vessel  of  cold  water, 
the  very  hour,  or  if  that  cannot  be, 
the  day  it  is  hatched,  forcing  it  to 
swallow  one*  whole  pepper-corn,  and 
then  restoring  it  to  its  mother. 
From  tiiat  time  it  will  become  hardy, 
and  fear  the  cold  no  more  than  a 
hen's  chick.T-After  which  it  must  be 
remembered  that  those  useful  crea- 
tures are  subject  to  one  particular 
malady  whilst  they  are  youn^,  which 
carries  them  off  in  a  few  days. 
When  they  begin  to  droop,  examine. 
^etrefuUy  the  hinder  feathers^  and 
there  you  will  find  two  or  three 
whose  quill  part  is  filled  with  blood, 
upon  drawing  these  the  chick  re- 
covers, and  after  that  requires  no 
better  care  than  what  is  commonly 
bestowed  on  poultry  that  range  the 
court  yard.  These  articles  are  too 
true  to  be  denied ;  and  in  proof  of 
the  suceess,  three  parishes  in  Sweden 
have,  for  many  years,~gained  several 
hundred  pounds  by  selling  and  rear- 
ing turkeys. 

I  am,  yours,  &c. 
An  Admirer  of  Rural  Economy. 

Two  natives  of  Tengataboo,  a  male 
mid  female,  are  brought  hither  in  the 
Criterion,  and  last  week  presented 
themselves  before  his  Excellency. — 
llie  woman  is  rather  a  diminutive 
figure,  her  features  good,  and.  her 
hair,  which  is  of  a  jetty  black  frizzed 
all  oyer,  so  as  to  give  her  little  head 
the  distant  appearance  of  a  prodi- 
gious ball.  The  man,,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  of  a  tall  stature,  well  pro- 
V  portioned,  his  countenance  open,. his 
complexion  a  very  faint  olive,  and 
features  more  nearly  resembling 
those  of  a  European  than  of  the 
ofher  inhabitants  of  the  southern 
hemisphere  hitherto  introduced  by 
circumnavigation  to  our  acquaint- 
aace.  In  fact,  nature  has  bestowed 
i  degree  of  expression  upon  this 
stranger's  countenance  which  would 
falave  sanctioned  a  high  opinion  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  his  country- 
men, had  not  too  many  fatal  instances  i 
proved  the  reverse,  but  at  all  events  1 


obtained  a  pteptmtt»iim  'm  fait 'fa- 
vour. We  must  .ever  remember, 
with  aversion,  the  dreadful  murder 
of  Captain  Pendleton,  of  the  Ame- 
rican ship  Union,  and  of  Mr.  Boston^ 
on  their  inhospitable  shore;  togeUter 
with  the  iidiaman  massacre  of  the 
unfortunate  Captein  Mellon^  of  the 
ship  Portland,  with  that  of  his  whole 
crew,  as  narrated  by  Mrs.  Mon;y^iQ 
our  paper  of  the  4tli  of  November,^ 
18Q4,  who  accompanied  Captain 
Mellon,  and  was  happily  rescne'd 
from  these  barbarianis  by  the  Union,, 
after  a  three  years'  residence  among 


Since  the  commeneament  <^  tlie 
present  scarcity  of  grai^numberies* 
tricks  have  been  practised  upon  th« 
credulous,  and. sums  of  money  ex- 
acted as  part  payment  for  an  article 
of  which  the  vender  was  probably 
never  in  possession.    From  a  baker 
in  Pitf  s  Row,  the  sum  of  71.  10«- 
was  thuifrandnlfentiy  obtained  under 
a  positive  assurance  of  his  receiving 
the  grain,  for  wiiich  he  was.  to  be 
charged  15«.  a  busbel,  in  the  course 
of  ft  few  days,  but  after  the  promise 
had  been  many  days  exceeded,  the 
poor  man  had  the  mortification  to 
learn  that  the  honest  hawker  had 
fou9d  a  better  market,  and  disposed 
of  a  commodity  that  was  no  loager 
his  own,  at  5s.  per  bushel  advanctt- 
upon  the  price  already  paid  to  him. 
It  could  not  well  be  expected  that 
he  flheidd  personally  acknowledge 
his  faithlessness,,  and  he  therefore 
cautiously  avoided  an  explanatibi^ 
^d  the  repayment  of  the  mon^ ; 
so  that  as  the  matter  staids  at  pre- 
sent, (but  independent  of  any  similar 
frauds),  he  has  turoughtius  wheat  ta 
an    excellent    market,    contenting 
himself  possibly  with  the  supposi- 
tion, that  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
too  credulous   baker  was  nothing 
more  than  an  equitable  compensa- 
tion for  his  own  loss  of  chauncter. 

The  Lady  Nelson  was  iiye  weeks^ 
on  her  passage  from  hence,  to  Tip- 
pahee's  residence  at  the  Bay  of  Is- 
lands in  New  Zealand)  h«^g  m^: 
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4mt  iome  fcMity  ||d«i  of  wfasd  ftom 
tbe  southward  on  that  coast,  before 
ali!e4;oiihl  reach  her  destined  port 
^^Tlppahee  was  known  and  acknow. 
ledged  as  a  ^eat  chief,  irom  the 
^Koith  Citpe  to  his  own  residence. 
From  the  length  of  the  voyaj^  to 
New  Zealand,  lientenant  Symonds 
was  vnable  to  prolong  his  stay  be- 
yondlivedays.^AllTippahee's  trea* 
anret  which  he  took  rrqm  hence, 
were  safely  landed ;  and  the  house, 
Milt  in  iVame  by  the  Lady  Nelson, 
tras  erected  by  lieutenant  Symonds 
«tt  an  island  in  tbe  Bay  of  Islands, 
whieh,  tfaongh  small,  is  nevertheless 
wiipregnable  to  ail  the  force  of  that 
conntry,  whfoh  in  its  present  state 
could  be  brought  against  it.  Although 
the  Lady  Nelson's  sihy  was  so  short, 
n&d  notwithstanding  the  various  en- 
fagements  that  must  have  pressed 
nm  oar  visitor's  attention,  upon  his 
landing  on  his  own  territory  after  so 
loag  an  absence,  yet  he  did  not 
'forget  his  friends  in  New  South 
Wiles,  to  whom  he  indtvidaally  sent 
yresents,  which  mnst  have  greatly 
diminished  'his  native  armory  and 
treasure;  but  among  tiie  most  valu- 
able was  a  quantity  of  very  fine  po- 
tatoes for  seed,  which  are  at  this 
Hme  Jiighly  acceptable.  During  the 
whole  of  the  Lady  Nelson'v  voyage, 
•he  met  vrith  a  constant  succession 
of  the  same  tempMtuous  vreather 
Which  hat  during  that  time  visited 
this  colony;  but  notwithstanding  the 
Miiiny  violent  gales  she  encountered, 
ao  material  accident  has  happened 
to  the  vessel,  which  still  preserves 
Iter  character  as  a  vessel  of  the 
greatest  capabill^  for  her  aixe. 
Orders  are  given  for  the  Lady  Nel- 
aon  to  repair  and  refit,  hi  order  to 
proceed  to  Port  Dalraiple  and  Ho- 
iNut  Town  In  about  fonrteea  days. 


GENERAL  ORDBKS. 

His  Excellency  has  observed,  vdth 
mnofa  concern^  that,  at  the  present 
time  of  scarcity,  most  of  the  garden 


ground  attached  tv^  tbe  aiMtnienti^ 
whereon  difierent  descrip^ns  or 
persons  have  been  alkmed  to  bnild 
huts,  are  totally  neglected,  and  no 
vegetable  grovring  .thereon ;  —  as 
such  neglect  in  the  occupiers  points 
them  out  as  unfit  to  profit  by  such 
indulgence,  those  who  do  not  put 
the  {^u^en  ground  attached  to  the 
allotmentB  the^.  occupy,  in  cnltiva* 
tion,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
July  next,  wiU  be  dispossened, 
(except  in  cases  wherein  gronnd  is 
^Id  by  lease),  and  more  industrioni 
persons  put  in  possession  of  them, 
as  tbe  present  necessities  of  the 
setdcment  require  every  exertion 
being  used,  to  supply  the  wants  of 
famities,  by  the  gronnd  attached  to 
their  dwellmgs  being  made  as  pro* 
ducfive  as  possible. 

By  command  of  liis  Excellency, 
G.  Blaxcbix,  Sec; 
Government  Hoase,  Sydney, 

June  aist,  ISM. , 

NOTICE. 
The  conrt  of  civil  jurisdiction  mifl 
re-assemble  at  Sydney  on  Monday 
next,  (tiMBOffrow). 

PEACH  TREES. 
William  Furber  elves  notice,  that 
he  has  now  ready  for  transplanting, 
a  number  of  very  fine  peach-trees  or 
tfa6  finest  growth  and  flavour,  among  ^ 
which  are  some  very  choice  Neww 
tngton  layers,  5s.  each;  bearing 
trees.  Is.,  and  seedhngs  8d.  each. 
The  encouragement  he  meets  with 
induces  him  to  pay  such  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  the  orchard,  as 
he  doubts  not  will  secure  to  Inm  the 
public  favour. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Yesterday  morning  came  in,  frofft 
a  cruize  on  New  Z<»land,  the  Star, 
Captain  Biemey. — She  touched  at 
the  Penantipodes,  from  whence  she 
brought,  passenger,  Mr.  William 
Stewart,  master  of  the  Edwin. 

The  prices  yesterday  demanded 
at.  the  wharf  tor  vegetables,  occa- 
sioned a  grievous  disappointment  to 
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manv  whose  circmnstAiices  were  but 
lU  adapted  to  the  market  Potatoes 
brought  the  extraragant  price  of 
eighteen  shillings  and  upwards  per 
bag)  and  every  other  article  sold  in 
the  same  proportion.  Eggs  were 
snatched  up  with  avidity  at  half  a 
crown  a  dozen,  and  every  boat  was 
beset  by  retail  venders  before  it 
reached  the  wharf.  That  the  de- 
mand for  the  various  articles  im- 
ported in  these  boats  has  consider- 
ably increased^  is  certain  ^  but  it  is 
at  the  same  time  equally  so  that  the 
quantities  brought  to  market  far 
exceed  any  thing  of  the  kitad  ever 
before  instanced,  as  some  who  never 
chose  to  visit  us  when  things  were 
^rly  valued,,arenow  induced  by  the 
strongest  of  motives  to  add  their 
quota  to  the  weekly  fare.--Those 
who  feel,  compUdn  of  an  imposition 
which  it  is  in  every  one's  power  to 
avoid,  b^  assiduous  and  determined 
applicatioui  to  their  gardens,  which 
would  very  soon  place  the  indus- 
trious beyond  the  necessity  of  com- 
pWing  vnth  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  those,  whose  insolent  avarice 
appears  to  know  no  bounds.  The 
quantity  of  ground  lying  waste  in 
Sydney  Would,  if  put  in  cultivation, 
very  much  reduce  the  consumption 
of  grain,  which  is  at  the  present  mo- 
ment an  object  of  the  first  conside- 
ration, and  indeed  the  only  one  that 
can  remedy  the  preposterous  impo- 
sitions of  the  vegetable  venders. 
The  remedy,  however,  falls  nearly 
as  heavy  ^iu  the  disease  itelf,  and 
therefore  requires  a  counter  appli- 
cation, which  his  Excellency's  gene- 
ral order  on  this  subject  i^  calculated 
amply  to  provide. 

The  sales  by  auction  by  Mr. 
Bevan,  on  Thursday,  were  thinly 
att^ded,  owing  to  the  badness  of 
the  weather.  Some  articles  sold, 
however,  at  tolerable  prices ;  among 
which  were  some  excellent  boot  ma- 
terials, and  a  quantity  of  shoes  in 
smalt  lots,  the  latter  returning  from 
109.  to  14s.  per  pair.  A  herd  of 
twine;  put  up  six  at  a  time,  for  the 


better  aceommodation  of  the  bidden^ 
sold  reasonably,  insomuch  that  seve- 
ral lots  purchased  by  a  jobber,  were 
the  same  day  re-sold  at  four-pence  a 
pound  alive,  by  private  contract^ 
leaving  Inm  something  in  pocket. 

In  consequence  of  information,  a 
search  for  distilting  implements  was 
made  on  Friday  sennight,  on  the 
premises  of  a  settler  who  lives  at 
the  North  Socks,  when  several 
hundred  gallons  of  fermenting  liquid 
were  founds  composed  of  pwik 
cyder,,  with  wheat  and  maiae  inter- 
mixed. The  owner  of  the  premises 
was  immediately  taken  to  Paramatdi^ 
and  committed  for  exaBoination*     . 

A  sample  of  the  New  Zealand 
flax,  brought  by  the  Lady  Nelson 
from  the  dominion  of  Tippahee, 
strongly  evinces  the  extent  and  vigor 
to  wluch  this  valuable  plant  arrives 
there.  littl^  as  a  people  until  very 
lately  estranged  to  the  existence  w 
any  other  country  than  their  own, 
can  be  acquainted  with  the  tedious 
processes  necessary  to*  the  enltwm 
and  preparation  of  the  flax^3Wt  ex- 
perience appears  to  have  sumeientiy 
instructed  this  ingenious  race  of 
men  in  all  the  arts  necessary  to  its 
fitness  for  the  purposes  to  whid^ 
they  apply  it  Their  untaught 
efforts  in  the  manufoctui^  of  cloth, 
are  a  sufficient  proof  of  a  capaoitv 
with  which  few  nations  are  endowed^ 
until  spurred  b^  emulation  to  tiie 
exercise  of  those  inherent  fiieulties, 
which  in  a  state  of  nature  are  con- 
cealed, until  uncoitamon  accident 
shaU  force  them  mto  action.-»Besldes 
various  specimens  of  this  kind, 
several  hundred  sets  of  fishing  tackle 
lay  claim  to  our  attention.  The 
lines,  which  are  many  fathom  in 
length,  though  twisted  entirely  by 
hand,  are  not  distinguishable  from 
the  best  European  cord,  wjih  several 
hooks  cut  out  of  a  shell,  and  distant 
from  each  other,  but  fastened  by 
shorter  lines  to  the  principal  one, 
sinking  perpendiculariy  with  n 
weight  ostened   to  the  end^  by 
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mewtM,  of  which  they  have  tiie  ad- 
▼antage  over  common  linef^  of  three 
4>r  more  chancei  to  one. 


Commisflary't  Office,^ 
June  28th,  1806. 
Evety  perton  haying  public  claims 
<«n  government  are  to  give  them  in 
te  me  on  or  before  the  lOtfi  of  July 
next,  that  they  may  be  finally  settled 
by  Ihe  20th,  for  the  quarter  ending 
the  SOth  in8tanl.—No  claims  that 
mre  made  aOer  the  20th  of  July  will 
t^-att^dedto. 
By  command  of  hiB  Excellency, 
X  Palmer^  Commissary. 

TO  BE  LET,  in  sundry  allotments, 
discretional  with  tlie  respective 
tenants, 
A  valuable  and  extensive  Farm,  the 
property  of  William  Neats  Chapman, 
Esq.  advantageously  situated  on  the 
hncaks  of  the  Nepean.  For  particu- 
-lurs  application  to  be  made  to  Tho- 
mas Jamison,  £sq« 

TO  BE  LET,  and  entered  on  imme- 
diately, 
A  cai^tal  and  valuable  Farm  at 
Prospect  Hill,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  Bass  iind  Bishop ;  a  part 
bleary  and  has  been  cultivated.  For 
particulars  apply  as  abeve. 

TO  BE  LET,  together  or  in  Lots. 
A  Farm,  containing  one  hundred 
acres,  nearly  twenty  of  which  are 
cleared,  delightfully  situate  in  the 
district  of  liawkesbury,  on  the 
western  banks  of  the  South  Creek, 
«nd  presenting  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  4he  rearing  and  crazing  of 
Stock,  being  perfectly  free  from 
fioods.  Application  to  be  made  to 
.  Wiiham  Addy,  on  the  premises. 

LOST, 
:(Sopp08ed  to  be  taken  from  her 
moorings  between  Squire's  Wharf 
«md4  Paranatta),  a  good  boat,  the 
jprfipe^  of  Alexander  Macdooald, 


settler  at  the  Field  of  Mars;  the 
dimensions  of  her  keel  abojit  14  or 
15  feet.  Any  person  oonveying  in- 
ibrafiation  that  may  tend  to  the  re- 
covery of  the  said  boat,  to  John 
Ramsey,  settler  in  the  above  district^ 
will  receive  twentyshillings  reward. 

LOST, 
About  three  weeks  since,  a  promis* 
sonr  note  of  hand,  No.  S71,  drawn 
and  signed  by  Henry  Kable,for  101. 
copper  coin,  and  made  payable  to 
William  Chapman.  Any  person  de- 
livering the  said  note  to  E'imraid 
Redmond,  near  the  Greneral  Hos- 
pital, will  receive  twenty  shilfings 
reward. 

N.B.  Payment  being  stopped,  and 
the  bill  published  when  lost,  it  can 
be  of  no  use  but  to  the  owner. 

NOTICE. 
The    American    ship    Favorite,  ^ 
being  about  to  sail,  all  claims  or 
demands  on  Captain  Paddock,  are 
hereby  required  to  be  presented 
within   ten   days   frOm   the    date 
hereof: 
Sydney  Cove,  June  2Tth,  1806., 

WANTS  A  PLACE, 
As  overseer  to  a  &rm  and  stocky  a 
freeman  without  incumbrance,  who 
is  very  well  versed  in  agriculture, 
and  is  at  the  same  tune  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  care  of  stock  of 
every  description.  Inquiries  re- 
specting the  advertiser,  whose  cha- 
racter is  undeniable,  will  be  an- 
swered, whether  verbally  or  by 
letter,  by  Mr.  George  Meaknaker, 
at  Paramatta. 

Yesterday  morning  presented  at 
the  wharf  a  rich  vegetable  variety, 
the  quantity  nevertheless  but  little 
affecting  the  prices.  Potatoes  had 
rather  an  increase  upon  the  rates  of 
last  week,  producing,  at  the  first 
hand,  from  19s.  to  198. 6d.  per  bag, 
which  were  mostly  bought  «p  for 
retail.  Maize  was  sold-  at  1^.  per 
bushel,  and  every  otbor^  article  in 
the  like  reaaanable  proportion. — 
Among  the  more  anxious  purchaser^ 
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was  an  old  latfy^resideBt^onewlifre! 
about  Chapel  HQW,who  tinding  her- 
lelf  what  ift  frequently  termed  *^  a 
**  day  after  the  fair/'  entertained  a 
Dumber  who  shared  in  her  disap- 
pointment, with  many  pleasant  and 
ditinterested  remarks  upon  the 
deadly  sin  of  regrating  and  fore- 
stalling. The  appearance  of  another 
liHMity  however,  gave  a  sudden  check 
to  her  eloquence,  and  to  convince 
her  astonished  auditory  that  practice 
was  not  altogether  dependent  upon 
precept,  she  acpeded  without  a 
mnrmpr  to  the  6rst  price  demanded, 
and  being  informed  that  their  po- 
tatoe  cargo  extended  op}y  to  eleven 
bags,  with  increasing  eagerness 
answered,  ^*  Why  then  I  must  have 
*'  'em  all/'  The  danger  to  which  lh« 
love  of  buying  bargains  sometimes 
exposes  the  pi^rchaser,  is  a  conside- 
ration that  should  not  be  entirely 
lost  sight  of,  lest  it  should  some  time 
or  other  be  attended  with  a  serious 
after-clap.  A  thorough  knowledge 
of  character  should  form  a  chief  in- 
ducen^ent,  but  neyer  prevent  strict , 
and  satisfactory  inquiry  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  any  article  hawke^ 
for  sale  may  have  been  obtained. 

A  seaman  belonging  to  the  John 
colonial  vessel,  was  lately  charged 
with  having  fraudulently  obtained 
from  the  owner  of  another  vessel, 
the  sum  of  5  ^  as  an  advance,  upon 
a  pretext  of  entering  into  his  imme- 
diate employ,  to  the  fulfilment .  of 
which  he  was  precluded  by  his  »prior 
engagement.  The  many  frauds  of 
this  kind  continually  put  in  piractice, 
rendered  a  full  cojpiiBance  of  the 
complaint  highly  necessary.  The 
^  bench  therefore  directed,  that  4he 
sum  obtained  he  refunded  to  the 
'complainant,. when  so  much  shall 
l>ecome  due  from  his  wages;  and 
that  the  prisoner  should  be  punished 
with  two  himdred  lashes,  the  latter 
part  of  which  punishment  his  £x- 
'.  cellency  ivas  pleased  to  mitigate  to 
fifly  lashes. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Wednesday  wonung  sailed 


tfaa  TTdliani  Pitt,  fb?  Norfolk 
and  China. 

This  day  is  expected  to  «iU  for 
Port  Dalrymple,  tha  yenns  nnimwrt 
vessel  with  provisions  for  the  use  of 
His  Majesty's  settlement 

The^Lucy,  private  ship  of  waTt 
last  week  landed  her  guns  prepara- 
tory to  her  heaving  down  for  the 
repair  of  her  hull. 


JtOyfUh. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

In  consequence  of  the  bad  state  of 
the  roads  leading  from  Sydney  to 
Paramatta,  and  the  danger  of  horses 
bemg  lamed  in  the  deep  ruts  near 
Sydney,  it  is  hereby  directed,  that 
all  public  and  private  carts  and 
¥^ggons  passing  that  road,  Cnni 
otherwise  loaded),  do  take  a  load  of 
brickbats  from  the  Brickfields,  and 
drop  them  in  the  places  appointed 
by  the  overseer  of  the  roads,  pm- 
vided  it  does  not  lie  out  of  the  «i^ 
to  whidh  the  cart  or  waggon  is 
going.  This  order  to  be  entbrced 
by  John  King,  overseer  of  the  brick- 
naakers,  who  is  to.  report  those  that 
do  not  choose  to  obey  this  necessaiy 
regubition  for  amending  that  part  of 
the  road,  and  preserving  their  own 
horses. 

By  conmiand  of  his  Excellency, 
O.  Bl^xcsll,  Sac. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

Jsne  30th,  1806. 

REWARD. 
•  As  a  paper  of  a  moat  seditioat 
and  mutinous  tendency  was  pot  into 
«ny  hands  on  the  morning  of  the  Std 
instant,  (by  a  convict,  who  «aid  he 
found  it  near  my  barrack),  purport- 
iug  to  be  the  sentiments  of  tbe 
soldiers  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps  under  ny  command,  but 
which  on  the  most  minute  investi- 
gation appears  to  fciavei  been  ftibri- 
cated  witbout  the  knovitodge  of  aay 
iadividnai  m  iim  regimfliM:^  viitfe 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1806;] 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


379 


tttAtorm  good  coBdnet  I  have  the 
utmost  ^atisfiictfoa  in  acknow- 
ledging, — ^I  therefore  oifer  a  reward 
of  &He  hatdred  guineas  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  will  bring  the  writers 
t0  justice,  by  means  of  ,their  being 
pTosecnted  to  conviction.  Any 
person,  an  accomplice,  but  no  prin- 
cipal, will  receive  the  same  reward, 
and  an  indemniilcation  on  prosecu- 
ting to  conviction ;  and,  id  addition, 
I  have  his  Excellency  Governor 
Xiaif s  authority  to  offer  a  further 
reward  of  or«  hundred  pownds  sterling, 
fiom  the  gaol  fund. 

(Signed) 
Gborgc  Johnston,  B.  Major^ 
CoraAianding  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps. 
• 
To  the  Printer  of  the  Sydney  Gazette. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  natural  for  Overy 
well-wisher  to  the  ri»ng-  generation 
to  interest  himself  in  its  welfare,  I 
sincerely  regret  the  cansc  tiiat  on 
this  occasion  induces  me  to  occupy 
file  attention  of  your  readers.  Re- 
tigion  and  morality  few  persons  will 
hesitate  to  pronounce  a  part  of  edu- 
cation that  should  be  attended  to  in 
preference  to  every  other,  and  few 
careful  parents  wiU  deny,  that  the 
lAiilier  the  seeds  are  sown  in  the 
infant  mind,  the  more  luxuriant  and 
less  liable  to  fail  will  be  the  produce. 
My  sabbatical  observations  lead  me 
to  conjecture,  however,  that  some 
among  the  many  have  not  so  totally 
their  children's  benefit  at  heart,  as 
to  consider  these  first  impressions  in 
anyvrise  worthy  their  attention,  or 
as  necessary  ei&er  to  their  welfare 
itt  society,  or  to  their  happiness  in  a 
future  endless  state.  Harsb  as  this^ 
conclusion  may  at  first  appear,  yet 
no  further  demonstration  of  its  just- 
ness can  be  required  than  the 
already,  I  dread  to  say,  abandoned 
habits  in  which  too  many  are  per- 
mitted to  indulge.  As  a  Sunday 
eVe^ng  spectacle  we  are  presented 
in  almost  every  avenue  with  a 
juvenile  multitude,  variously  amu- 
atog  themselves,  but  inostly  in  pas- 
times whiefi  ma^^lead  to  dissipH^tHi; 


and  pave  the  way  to  tfie  abominable 
vice  of  gaming.  Though  <  some  of 
the  members  of  the  little  neglected 
group  content  themselves  with  win- 
ning 'dumps  from  one  another,  yet 
the  elder  practitioners,  anxious  to 
profit  by  their  supposed  superiority, 
trade  in  a  more  valuable  metal,  and 
stake  a  farthing  with  as  much  anx* 
iety  as  a  spendthrift  hazards  Ms  last 
gamea  upon  a  single  cast.  Could 
the  mischief  be  hoped  to  <end  here, 
.  on  any  other  day  than  Sunday  their 
irregalarities  might  possibly  hav^ 
escaped  my  notice,  but  when  1 
reflect  on  the  conseauences  to  be 
hereafter  dreaded  from  an  early 
introduction  into  the  school  of  vice^ 
I  shudder  at  the  indiscretion  of  all 
that  negligently  suffer  it.  A  fa- 
vourite maxim  in  trade,  which  says 
that ''  Great  endings  come  from  small 
beginnings,"  may  likewise  bear  an 
application  to  the  present  subject; 
as  too  many  iiave  sadly  to  lament 
the  origin  of  the  most  destructive 
vices  in  this  very  species  of  juvenile 
licentiousness.  Few  men  are  negli- 
gent of  their  pecuniary  interests, 
and  many  are  apt  to  colour  little 
stratagems  essential  to  their  ad- 
vancement by  the  consideration  of 
family.  But  surely  that  family  can 
owe  little  to  the  consideration  of  a 
provider,  who,  unconscious  of  the 
task  which  nature  has  imposed  on 
him,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
scarcely  excels  the  brute  creation. 
The  necessity  of  parental  good  ex-' 
ample  to'  the  inculcation  of  worthy 

rciples,  as  well  as  to  give  a  relish 
good   habits,  will,  I  seriously* 
apprehend,   be  much  felt   in  the 
advancement  of  many  of  our  youth, 
to  the  requisites  that  adapt  men  to 
society.    These  are  momentous  ob- 
stacles, I  acknowledge;   but  such 
nevertheless   as  _  may    with    little 
trouble  be  removed,  where  rooted' 
depravity  does  not  unhappily  exist. 
As  I  have  already  run  to  a  much 
'  greater  length  than  I  intended,  I 
;.  shall  no  further  presume  on  your 
•  readers'  patience,  than    barely  to 
hope  some  less  dangerous  amuse- 
i  UKeuts  may  be   reconuxiended  by 
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parents ;  and  above  all,  that  a 
proper  respect  for  the  Sabbath 
should  be  morced  by  aU  who  have 
the  welfare  of  posterity  at  heart. 

A  Friendly  Monitor. 

On  Tuesday  last  Nathan  Loyd 
was' severely  hurt  by  a  piece  of  tim- 
ber falling  from  the  top  of  the  new 
octagon  windmill,  at  which  he  was 
employed,  and  one  of  the  ends  stri- 
king hun  on  the  right  temple.  He 
was  immediately  conveyed  to  the 
General  Hospital,  and  upon  exami- 
nation the  wound  proved  only  a, 
aevere  contusion,  though  a  fracture 
'  at  first  was  apprehended.  Fromtlie 
prompt  assistance  in  such  cases 
afforaed  to  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
auccessful   efforts  of  the   medical 

Ctlemen  to  prevent  violent  in- 
lation  in  the  present  instance, 
every  hope  may  be  entertained  of 
the  speedy  recovery  of  the  patient. 

ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS 
REWAtlD! 

Whereas  an  anonymous  letter  of  a 
seditious  tendencv,  (purporting  to 
be  from  the  soldiers  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  and  addressed 
to  their  coinm<^nnipg  officer),  was 
this  day  picked  up  and  delivered  to 
Major  Johnston : — ^Th^  whole  of  the 
Qon-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, being  weU  satisfied  that  such 
.  was  written  by  some  dark  assassin 
for  the  purposes  of  suituig  some  evil 
private  purposes,  do  hereby  offer  a 
reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  wm 
bring  the  author  to  conviction, 

^  accomplice  prosecuting  as 
above  will  deceive  the  same  reward 
fi-om  me,  for  the  non-commissione^ 
cifficers  and  privates  of  the  corps^ 
Thomas  WafrtEL, 
Serjeant-Major. 
Sydney,  July  Srdy  1806, ' 

July  20ih. 

STRAYED  SHEEp. 
Fourteen  ewes  and  two  wethers 
havinji;  some  time  since  strayed  from 


my-  farm  at  Parroquet  Hill,  I  da 
hereby  offer  a  rewara  of  two  pounds 
sterling  to  any  persons  who  will 
give  such  information  as  may  lead  to 
their  recovery,  or  a  proportionate 
reward  for  any  part  thereof.  Should 
any  of  the  said  «h^ep  be  kept  np  or 
withheld  after  this  notice,  I  do 
hereby  offer  a  furthei;  reward  of  five 
guineas  to  any  person  whose  infor- 
mation may  lead  to  the  conviction 
of  the  offender  or  offenders. 

Joshua  PAUf  BR. 

TO  BE  DISPOSED  OF  BY  PRI, 

VATE  CONTRACT, 
A  capital  team  of  bullocks,  three  in 
number,  with  excellent  cart  and 
harness  complete.  The  purchaser 
may  be  accommodated  with  credit 
upon  good  security.  For  reference' 
to  the  proprietor,  application  to  be 
made  to  G.  Howe^wick  of  the  com* 
missary's  office. 

TO  BE  DISPOSED  OF  BY  PRI- 

VATE  CONTRACT, 
A  capital  glazier's  diamond;  to  \i^ 
paid  for  in  labour  either  of  painting 
or  glazing.    For  reference  to  the 
own^r  apply  as  abpye« 

STOLEN  QR  STRAYED, 
From  Mr.  Campheirs  fiirm,  tWQ 
white  barrow  pigs,  weight  about 
40lbs.  each ;  another  ditjto  with.a 
large  spot  on  each  eye ;  also  a  black 
barrow,  about SOlbs.  weight;  a  litttl^ 
sow  with  a  white  streak  under  ithe 
belly;  a  large  black  boar, and  an 
old  black  sow  of  the  Chma  breed. — 
Any  person  g^iving  information  of 
them  to  J.  Warn,  at  the  fiirm  afore- 
said, will  receive  ^enty  shillings 
reward. 

A  CAUTION  TO  PARENTS. 
Oh  Tuesday  last  a  shark  of  enor- 
mous size  appealed  at  the  Hospital 
Wharf,  at  high  water,  and  reg^ed 
itself  upon  seme  pieces  of  reliise  fish 
that  had  been  tbrowB"  in. — After 
making  numerous  evolutions,  to  tiie 
terror  of  the  spectators,  who  sun- 
cerely  r^oiced  at  the  same  time 
that  no  iR.&ted  child  had  m^ 
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wiUdn  its  mercflew  jawf ,  the  mon- 
ster sheered  off  nnharmed,  as  no 
weapon  coald  be  procui-ed  in  time 
to  assault  it. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Sydney  Gazette. 
Sir, 

As  a  settler  in  the  district 
of  Hawkesbury,  I  am  desirous, 
through  the  meaiura  of  your  Public 
lirtelhgencer,  to  commune  with  my 
neighlMurs  and  brother  settlers  in 
•this  quarter,  upon  a  subject  in  all 
respects  highly  momentous,  not  to 
their  interest  alone,  but  to  that  of 
the  whole  colony  and  its  dependent 
settlements,  namely,  the  presenra- 
tioB  pf  their  stock  of  swine  from 
total  famine,  throughout  the  next 
three  or  tour  succeeding  months 
between  this  and  ihe  coming  har- 
^vest.  That  many  among  us  are 
already  without  the  means  of  contri- 
huting  to  the  support  of  these  valu- 
able creatures,  a  single  grain  of  any 
kiiy}  of  com,  I  need  not  endeavour 
)o  persuade  any  person  who  is  not 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  con- 
sequences that  must  have  inevitably 
attended ,  the  last  disastrous  floods ; 
and  although  p^rt  .of  this  stock 
was  by  Providence  permit^d  to 
escape  the  almost  universal  wreck, 
yet  if  some  method  of  providing  for 
their  sustenance  be  not  speedily 
devised,  better  it  had  been  for  them 
to  be  enumerated  in  our  first  great 
loss,  than  to  linger  out  a  pitiable 
existence  until  carried  off  by  the 
severer  pangs  of  famine.  How  the 
maior  part  of  these  creiEitpres  subsist 
already,  must,  I  am  certain,  appear 
wonderful  to  you  town-folk;  put 
this  is  a  mystery  it  becomes  my  pro- 
vince partly  to  explain  to  you.  In 
most  parts  of  the  settlement,  those 
who  had  the  meatis  of  prompt  and 
elQfectual  exertion  in  their  power, 
embraced  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  seeding  their  ground,  and  indeed 
in  a  great  many  instances  the  re- 
ceding waters  were  so  diligently 
followed  up,  that  the  hoe  and  harrow 
frequently  dibbled  on  the  vrater's 
edge:  then  as  yon  once  compared 
fh^  ittttiidation  of  our  banks  to  the 


'  overflowings  of  the  Nile,'  wMch 
add  to  the  fertility  of  the  deluged 
soil,  the  rapid  progress  of  vegetation 
admitted  tiie  iihgress  of  stock  upon 
such  sown  fields  as  were  of  too  for- 
ward growth ;  and  to  this  fortunate 
cause  I  may  venture  to  say  manv  of 
our  swine  are  indebted  for  their 
present  existence.  But  this  resouree 
is  how  nearly  at  an  end ;  the  preser- 
vation of  our  crops  of  wheat  wilt 
very  soon  require  them  to  be  kept 
up,  as  weU  as  the  security  of  the 
maize,  which  mustshortly  be  planted, 
and  which  is  in  all  respects  equally    ' 
entitled  to  the  assiduous  attention 
of  the  thrifty  farmer.    Judge,  then, 
of  the   miserable    condition   fliat 
awaits  this  valuable  part  of  a  stock, 
whose  increase  so  well  repays  the 
care  bestowed  on  it.    Circumscribed 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  fold, 
pining  in  Want,  and  if  they  were 
capable  of  reflection  as  they  are  of 
keen  animal  sensation,  only  at  U- 
l^rty  to  bewail  their  wretehedness 
in  being  to  all  appearance  cruelly 
confined  for  the  bare  purpose  of 
starvation.    But  I  conjure  my  con- 
siderate neighbours  to  weigh  the 
only  remedy  I  can  advise,  and  if 
better  can  be  recurred  to,  speedily 
to  make  their  opinions  public.    Con- 
sidering that  I  have  already  suffi- 
ciently explained  the  impolicy  of 
allovring,  in  a  short  time,  swine  ta 
range  at  large,  and  the  perfect  in- 
utility of  folding  them  at  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  I  am  yet  in- 
clined to  hope,  that  by  their  total 
removal  from  the  farms  to  the  uncul- 
tivated back  ground,  under  the  care 
of  proper  herdsmen,  they  may  still 
be  preserved,  and  about  the  woods 
and  numerous  lagoons  find  at  l^^t 
sufficient  sustenance,  until  they  may 
be   recalled    to  welcome    in   the 
harvest-home. 

HUMANITIS. 

SHIP  NEWS, 
On  Wednesday  arrived,  from  a 
cruise  off  New  Zealand  and  Sandy 
Cape,  the  Richard  and  Mary  south 
whaler,  out  from  hence  nearly  nine 
months,  and  having  On  board  about 
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100  tens  of  spefjsiacett  oiL  She  left 
on  the  fishery  the  Vulture,  Folger  ; 
£lisabeth  and  Mary,  Hingfton;  and 
American  ship  Brothers,  Captain 
Werth ;  all  of  which  may  be  soon 
expected  here. 

Id  last  week's  gazette,  the  retnm 
on  the  9th  instant  of  the  sloop  Venus, 
whkh  sailed  from  hence  the  30th 
ultimo^  with  proyisions  and  stores 
for  Port  Dalrymple,  was  not  inserted, 
that  vessel  having  been  obliged  by 
the  strong  west  and  south-west 
winds  to  put  back. .  The  stores  and 
provisions  on  board  her  have  been 
since  shifted  to  the  Sophia,  taken  up 
to  proceed  direct  to  Port  Dalrymple ; 
her  cargo  being  completed  by  an 
additional  qiumtity  of  provisions, 
stores,  and  clothing,  and  twenty 
convicts  who  arrived  in  the  Fortune. 
-^It  is  hoped  this  iine-sailiug  vessel 
will  make  a  short  passage. 

To  insure  dispatch  in  carrying 
supplies  of  grain  to  Hobart  on  the 
River  D«rweut,lieutenant  Symonds^ 
commander  of  the  Xady  Nelson,  with 
the  crew  of  that  vessel,  have  been 
turned  over  to  His  Majesty's  colo- 
nial schooner  Estramina,whieh  being 
Bcw  sheathed  and  coppered,  will  be 
i^eady  to  proceed  thither  during  the 
next  week,  with  stores,  provisions, 
anc)  clothing,  as  much  inconvenience 
is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  law- 
less seizure  of  the  brig  Venus,  which 
had  on  board  a  quantity  of  stores 
and  provisions  for  that  settlement. 

Of  the  prisoners  landed  from  the 
Fortune,  150  have  been  drafted  to 
the  agiictiitttral  settlement  at  Castle 
Hill 


Avgust  3rd. 

TO  BE  SOLD,  and  immediate  pos- 
session given, 
A  good  shingled  and  weather- 
boarded  Dwellmg-House,  situate  on 
the  Rocks,  cootignoua  to  tite  prin* 
cipat   avenue   leading  into  High 


Street.     For  pa(^ctilars  apply  tt> 
W.  Aker,  No.  49,  Chapel  Row. 

Also,  a  Dwelling-House,  with 
large  garden,  abundantly  stocked 
with  choice  fruit  trees,  &c.  eligibly 
situate  on  the  Brickfield  Hill,  aiA 
known  by  the  name  of  Patulla's 
Garden.  Information  t^  be  had  on 
the  premises. 

TO  BE  LET,  by  the  Orphan  Ceni- 

raittee,  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
The  very  valuable  faim,  known  by 
the  name  of  Grose  Farm,  pleasantly 
situate  within  two  miles  of  Sydney, 
on  the  Paramatta  Road,  comprising 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  about  5(1 
of  which  are  clear;  together  with  a 
commodious  farm  residence  and 
out-buildings,  with  two  good  gar- 
dens. Any  persons  desirous  o£ 
entering  on  the  premises  are  re- 
quired to  deliver  sealed  tenders  at 
the  Orphan  House^  on  or  before  the 
24th  instant. 

George  Dowl*ng, 
Clerk  to  the  Committed 
Sydney,  August  2nd,  1806. 

The  very  great  loss  of  stock,  ren- 
dered probable  by  the  present  ex- 
cessive scarcity  of  grain,  we  have 
the  satisfaction  to  hear  is  in  great 
part  likely  to  be  prevented,  by  the 
measures  of  humane  precaution 
which  many  settlers  have  adopted, 
of  turning  their  swine  daily  into  the 
woods  and  uncultivated  grounds 
behind  their  farms.  A  settler  af- 
Hawkesbury,  below  the  Green  Hills, 
assures  us  that  this  method  is  almost 
general  id  his  neighb6urhood,  and 
that  its  advantages  are  alresidy 
visible  in  the  preservaticm  of  many 
creatures  which  must  have  otherwise 
perished  before  this  time.  His  chil- 
dren drive  them  out  and  in^  and  aire 
admirably  attentive  in  the  performr 
aAce  of  a  task  imposed  by  necessity. 
It  is  a  happy  reflexion  that  f  very 
day  brings  us  nearer  to  the  feturnr 
of  plenty.  Let  this  hope  of  success 
chear  the  intervening  toil,  and  in- 
crease, our  industrious  endeavours, 
to  deserve  the  gi^ts,  which  vre|| 
as^ted  nature  has  in  store  fbr  «sv 
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Frequent  ffaraees  upon  the  stoek 
faave  recently  been  effected  by 
BfttiTe  dogs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cattye;  these  voracious  animals 
have  attacked  sheep  and  lambs  in 
the  middle  of  the  day, and  take  them 
firom  the  flock,  heedless  of  opposi- 
tion, llieir  impudence  in  assaulting 
a  desired  victim,  as  well  as  their 
craft  in  eluding  a  pnrsuit,  many  have 
been  witnesses  to.  Nature  may  be 
•aid  to  have  imparted  to  their  species 


a  portion  of  sagacity  to  ^Mth  Hem 
civilized  dogs  have  equal  pretension. 
Our  information  says,  that  they  as- 
semble in  trodps,  as  if  by  appoint- 
menty  and  setting^  out  in  different 
directions,  explore  the  recesses  of 
the  devoted  kangaroo,  whose  peihapt 
superior  speed  can  but  UtUe  avail 
against  the  circumventienof  a  host 
of  adversaries,  that  condoct  Uie 
chact  vitii  filial  c^golarily. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Arrival  of  Governor  Bligh. 

^N  the  7th  of  August,  Governor  Bligh  arrived, 
to  take  upon  him  the  administration  of  the 
colony,  agreeably  to  his  Majesty's  commission* 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  son-in-law  Lieu** 
tenant  Putland  of  the  navy,  and  Mrs.  Putland* 
Mr.  Bligh  was  a  captain  in  the  navy,  and 
had  been  distinguished  by  very  meritorious 
cervices,  particularly  in  the  attack  at  Copen- 
hagen, where  he  received  the  thanks  of  Lord 
Nelson.  But  a  circumstSance  which  gave  him 
the  highest  claim  to  public  admiration,  was  his 
memorable  voyage  in  1789,  in  an  open  boat, 
nearly  from  the  island  of  Tofoa  in  the  South 
Seas,  to  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Timor,  (at  the 
lowest  computation  three  thousand  six  hundred 
miles); — a  performance  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  navigation.  He  had,  agreeably  to 
his  Majesty's  especial  commands,  collected  a 
quantity  of  bread-fruit  plants,  the  cultivation 
of  which  it  was  designed  to  introduce  in  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  was  preparing  to  quit 
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the  South  Seas  when^  by  a  daring  and  flagitious 
mutiny  on  board  his  ship,  (the  Bounty),  he  was 
turned  adrift  in  his  launch,  with  nineteen  men, 
five  days  provisions,  and  without  fire-arms.  In 
these  trying  circumstances,  the  difficulties  he 
encountered  and  with  matchless  conduct  over* 
came,  raised  an  universal  prepossession  in  his 
favour,  whether  with  respect  to  the  situation 
with  which  he  was  now  entrusted,  or  any  other 
one  demanding  prudence  and  talent — ^But  not 
ta  anticipate  evente,  we  proceed  with  our 
extracts  from  the  Sydney  Gazette. 
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Syinej/  Graxdie  ;  or^  New  South  Wtdes  Adterliscr, 
August  lO^A,  1806. 


GENEKAL  OtltiERS. 

Head-quarters, 
August  rtfa,  1606. 
"His  Excellency  Governor  Bligh 
being  arritcd  to  relieve  Governor 
Kin§,  he  will  land  to-morrow  at 
eleven  o'clock,  and  is  to  b^  received 
by  fhe  troops  and  garrison  with  the 
Ihmourft  dae  to  his  ranic,  as  His  Ma^ 
jesty's  captain  general  and  governor 
Ib  diief.  In  consequence  of  some 
previous  arrangements,  Governor 
King  retains  the  executive  autliority 
mitil  Wednesday  next,  the  13th 
instant,  when  he  will  embark  on 
|)oard  His  Majesty'js  ship  Buffalo, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  after  which  his 
Excellency  Governor  Bligh's  com- 
mission will  be  publicly  read. 

ARRIVAL    OF    HIS    EXCEL- 
LENCY GOVERNOR  BLIGH. 

Ob  Tuesday  last  arrived,  with 
His  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise,  the 
Lady  Magdelina  Sinclair,  on  board 
which  vessel  was  Governor  Bligh, 
who  having  received  Governor 
Sing's  congratulations  on  his  arrival, 
by  Major  Johnston  and  Captainx, 
Houston,  the  same  day  landed  on  a 
private  visit  to  Governor  King,  by 
Whom  he  was  received  at  the  Go- 
Yernmcnt  Wharf. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  Eriday  morn- 
ing the  New  South  Wales  Corps  and 
Sydney  Loyal  AssoMation  were 
under  arms  with  the  colours  of  the 
regiment.  On  Governor  Bligh's 
leaving  the  Lady  Sinclair,  that  ship 
flred  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns,  and  on 
hk  ^cellency'a  leaving  His  Ma- 


jesty's ship  Porpoise,  which  ship  he 
had  gone  on  board  to  hoist  his  pea* 
dant^  he  received  a  .similar  salute. 
He  then  went  on  board  Hib  M«^ 
jesty's  ship  Buffalo,  and  on  going 
on  board  ^d  leaving  tiiat  ship  vao 
saluted  with  fifteen  guns  ^nd  yard* 
manned,  as  likewise  by  the  honovF- 
able  company's  extra  ship  Fortune, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Henry  Mmtbu 
From  thence  his  Excellency  landed 
at  the  Government  Wharf,  attended 
by  Captain  Houstoun  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Bufialo,  and  on  landmg 
was^uted  with  ten  guns  from  the 
saluting  battery.  The  New  South 
Wales  Corps  and  Association  lined 
the  avenue  leading  from  the  Go- 
vernment Wharf  to  Government 
House,  from  whence  his  Excellency 
Governor  King,  attended  by  the 
civil  staff,  passed  through  the  Unet, 
and  received  the  military  honours 
4He  to  his  rank.  On  arriving  at  the 
wharf  the  governors  met,  and  after 
exchanging  complimentary  gratn^. 
lations,  repassed  the  line,  when  the 
same  military  honours  were  repeated 
in  compliment  to  his  ExceUeney 
Governor  Bligh;— after  which  aU 
the  commissioned  officers,  civil  and 
military,-  were  introduced  by  Go- 
vernor King  to  Governor  BUgh,  at 
Government  House.  We  are  happy 
to  state,  that  Governor  King's  suc- 
cessor is  accompanied  by  his  amiable 
daughter,  Mrs.  Putland. 

On  Friday  arrived  the  private 
colonial  ship  King  George,  from  a 
successful  cruize,  in  which  she  l^ad 
the  good  fortune  to  kill  fifteen  black 
whales. 
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AvguHUHu 

ADDRESSES. 

To  I^lip    Gidley  King  Esquire, 

late  captain-geaeral  and  governor- 

in-chicSfin  and  over  His  Majesty's 

territory  of  New  South  Wales, 

and  its  dependencies,  &c.£c.&c. 

"  The  officers  civil  and  military, 

^^  with  the  free  inhabitants  of  this 

^'  colony,  at  this  moment  of  your 

''  departure  from    amongst  them, 

**  respectfully  intreat  you  to  accept 

**  their  unfeigned  wishes  for  your 

**  health,  happiness  and  prosperity. 

*'  They  sincerely  hope  that  yon  wUl 

it  .g^ely  and  speedily  arrive  in  your 

^  native  country,  and  when  there, 

**  that  His  Majesty's  government 

"  will  duly  appreciate  your  services, 

'<  in  discharging  the  duties  of  an 

^  office  arduous  and  difficult  beyond 

V  what  can  easily  be  imagined  by 
*y  any  person  unacquainted  with 
^'  this  peculiar  colony.  They  are 
^  fuliy  sensible  that  you,  sir,  will 
^  always  feel  a  lively  interest  in  its 
"  prosperity;  and  they  fervently 
^  hope  that  you  will  long  enjoy  that 

V  pleasure,  and  that  every  possible 
*f  igood  may  crown  your  future 
<*  days." 

(Signed) 
George  Jo»NSTOM,for  the  military, 
RiCHA-RB  Atkins,  for  the  civil, 
John  M' Arthur,  for  the  free  in- 
habitants. 

[answer.] 
His  Majesty's  ship  Buffalo, 
August  14th,  1806. 
**  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
,^  receiving  your  kind  good  wishes, 
^  and  what  is  equally  dear  to  me, 
"  yoiir  liberal  sentiments  of  my 
*^  conduct  in  the  situation  I  have 
^,  had  the  honour  to  hold  in  these 
*^'  settlements  -,  in  the  administration 
,  **  whereof,  I  am  truly  sensible  and 
/^  grateful  for  the  support  and  as- 
*'  sistance  I  have  received  from  the 
^f  different  classes  of  His  Majesty's 
'f  subjects  in  this  territoiy.  Al- 
**  though  I  have  sucteeded  in  ob- 
^<  Xamag  diur  Most  Oraciout  Sove- 


^'  reign'a  leave  io  rc^gn  the  sitim* 
^'  tion  I  have  held  in  this  colony^ 
^'  and  am  OB  the  point  of  leaving 
''  you  and  many  for  whom  I  hare  m 
"  sincere  esteem,  yet  I  assure  yon, 
"  that  at  no  period  of  my  futar# 
^^  existence  will  an  earnest  denfe 
^^  and  solicitude  be  wanting^  te  69 
^^  my  utmost  in  forwarding  the  in- 
*'  terests  of  this  remote  pi^  of  His 
''  Majesty's  dominimis,  and  the 
"  prosperity  of  iht  inhabitants. 
^*  Accept,  gentlemen,  my  sincere 
<'  thanks  for  the  personal  attentios 
''  I  have  received  from  you,  by  the 
**  handsome  manner  in  wb«ch  yo« 
**  have  presented  a  testimonial  I 
''  always  shall  esteem  and  hold 
^  dear;  and  that  you  and  every 
^  individual  of  the  classes  you  have 
^'  so  obligingly  represented,  may 
^  long  enjoy  health,  and  every 
^'  benefit  that  their  arduous  exer* 
<<  tions  merit,  in  forwarding  the 
^^  interests^  and  establishing  the 
^  respectability  of  a  colony,  whose 
^  prosperity  will  always  be  nearest 
"  the  heart  of, 

*^  Gentlemen, 
*^  Your  most  obedient  and 
^  faitiiful  well-wisher, 

**  PUIUP  GlDLEY  KimJ^ 

To  Major  George  JouKsroif, 
Richard  Atkins,  and  * 
John  M' Arthur,  Esquires. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Bligl^ 
Esquire,  captain -general  and 
govesnor-in-chief  in  and  over  the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales,and 
its  dependencies,  &c.  &c.  &c 
<^  May  it  please  yonr  ExceUehcyy 

<^  The  officers,  civil  and  n^i- 
^<  tary,'with  the  free  ii^foitanls  of 
*^  this  colony,  beg  leave  respectfully 
^'  to  offer  their  sincere 'congratula^ 
'^  tions  to  your  Excellency,  tipon 
'^  your  appointment  to  this  goven^ 
<'  ment,  and  to  express  their  ha|>pi- 
^  ness  at  your  safe  arrival.  'Aof 
<*  trust  that  your  ExceUaicy  will  not 
^'  entertain  unfavourable  opinions 
**  of  the  fertility  and  natural  re- 
^<  sources  of  the  country,  from  ihe 
"  unfortunate  scarcity  which  the 
^*  late  inundations  have  occasioned;. 
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**  for  he  asAQred,  sir,  you  'will  find 
"  the  country,  «nder  the  ordinarjr 
**  ckispensations  of  Providence,  nei- 
*^  ther  wanting  in  fertility,  nor  bar* 
**  ren  of  resources,  but,  on  the  con- 
**  trary,  capable  of  maintaining  its 
**  inhabitants  in  plenty,  and  of 
*<  becoming,  with  moderate  encou- 
**  ragement,  a  colony  of  considerable 
**  importance  to  Great  Britain.  We 
^^  have  an  undoubting  confidence 
*<  that  your  Excellency,  by  a  just, 
**  moderate,  firm,  and  wise  govem- 
**  ment,  will  promote  the  happiness 
^  of  all  who  deserve  it:  and  we 
*^  feel  animated  by  a  pleasing  hope, 
<*  that  under  your  Excellences 
^  anispices,  agriculture  will  flourish 
**  and  commerce  increase;  whilst 
"  enjoying,  as  far  as  circumstances 
**  will  admit,  the  constitutional 
**  ri^ts  of  British  subjects,  we  shall 
**  in  due  time  rise  above  our  present 
**  comparative  state  of  insignincance, 
«  and  by  our  example  prove  to  the 
<<  World  what  great  exertions  man- 
'^*  kind  niake,when  property  incited 
*'  to  exercise  their  natural  powers. 
"  We  intreat  your  Excellency  to 
**  believe,  that,  anxious  as  we  are 
<'  for  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
*^  ture  and  the  extension  of  com- 
**  merce,  (the  two  l^eat  sources  of 
<'  population,  civilization,  and  mo- 
"  rality),  we  are  perfectly  sensible 
<'  they  alone  are  not  sufficient  to 
**  secure  the  weifkre  of  our  infant 
**  establishment;  but  that  it  is  the 
<*  indispensable  duty  of  us  all  to 
«  combine  with  our  endeavours  to 
♦*  accomplish  these  objects,  a  reve- 
**  rential  regard  to  the  law,  and  a 
"  cheerful  acquiescence  in  such 
<<  measures  as  your  Excellency  may 
*<  adopt  to  improve  the  true  interest 
^  of  the  colony.  Convinced  that  our 
**  prosperity  and  happiness  will  be 
**  the  greatest  objects  of  your  Ex- 
**  cellency's  care,  we  earnestly  hope 
**  your  Excellency  will  find  your 
**  administration  productive  of  real 
^  and  permanent  satisfaction  and 
"  honour  to  yourself." 
(Signed) 
Oborgi  Johnston,  for  the  military, 
Richard  Atkins,  for  the  civil, 
John  M'ArthvR;  for  the  free  In- 
habitants. 


[answcr.] 
C^ovemment  House,  Sydney, 
August  ISth,  1806. 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  accept  your  congratn- 
^'  lations  and  address  with  very 
^^  great  satisfaction,  and  am  happy 
''  in  believingi  am  not  less  honoured 
"  with  your  confidence,  than  I  fe^ 
"  a  disposition  and  determination 
**  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this 
'^  infant  colony,  the  government  of 
"  which  our  Most  Gracious  King 
^*  has  committed  to  my  charge, 
'*  united  with  you,  his  dutiful  and 
"  loyal  subjects,  in  your  respective 
'*  situations  of  trust  and  confidence. 
'^  It  will  be  a  heartfelt  satisfaction 
'*  to  His  Majesty  and  his  goTem- 
**  ment,  to  learn  from  your  address, 
"  that  the  country  settied  under  his 
'^benign  influence,  is  capable  of 
**  ample  returns  to  the  industrious 
*"  settler  and  merchant,'  under  due 
**  exertions,  regulations,  and.  encoa- 
^'  ragement,  to  the  ends  of  vdiich  I 
"  draw  very  happy  conclusions  from 
'^  your  dutiful  representation,  and 
"  determining  to  support  a  reve- 
^*  rential  regard  to  the  laws,  and  in- 
^*  culeate  a.  true  sense  of  religion 
^'  and  morality.  Your  confidence 
"  in  me,  I  trust,  will  tend  to  realise 
"  the  benefits  you  look  to :  I  hare 
"  met  you  with  great  afiection,  and 
**  shall  watch  over  your  interests  to 
*'  the  utmost  of  my  power,  to  render 
''  society  a  blessing,  ai  1  the  colony 
"  flourishing. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
'  **  Gentiemen, 
"  Your  most  devoted 

^'  and  faitii^l  servant, 
«  Wm.  Bligh.'' 
To  Major  George  Johnston, 
Richard  Atkins,  and 
John  M'Arthur,  Esquires. 

GENERAL  ORDERS, 

(Omitted  in  last  week's  Garette). 

His  Excellency  Govenior  King 
having  this  day  reviewed  His  Ma- 
jesty^s  New  South  Wales  Corps,  ■ 
previous  to  his  giving  up  the  govern* 
ment,  he  is  happy  to  testify  his 
approbation  of  their  general  good 
conduct,  and  the  satisfaction  he  feel» 
to  leave  under  his  successor's  direc^^ 
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Hmm  a  corps,  wboee  jconttant  ac* 
tiTity,  zeal,  and  soldier-Uke  conduct 
has  so  eminently  shewn  itself,  in  just 
discharge  of  the  duty  they  owe  to 
their  king  and  country.  A  similar 
acknowledgment  it  also  due  from 
his  Excelleacy  to  the  Loyal  Sydney 
and  Paramatta  Associations. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
G.  BlaxceiXi  Sec. 
Govemment  House,  Sydney, 

Aagust  13th,  1806. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Ob  Thursday  night  arrived  His 
Majesty's  colonial  schooner  Estra- 
nana,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant Symonds,  from  Hobart,  whi- 
ther she  took  a  supply  of  salt  and 
dry  provisions  for  the  use  of  His 
Majesty's  settlement 

On  Saturday  the  16th  instant 
tailed  the  American  ship  Brothers, 
Captam  Worth;  and  on  Tuesday 
but  sailed  for  Bengal  the  Honourable 
Company's  extra- ship  If  ortune,  com- 
aded  by  Captain  Henry  Moore. 


Fit^erald,  th^  bush-ranger,  last 
week  advertised  as  having  escaped 
from  the  county  gaol,  is  again  Ui 
custody.  ^ 

Murphy,  the  bush-ranger,  was 
last  week  in  custody  for  a  short 
time  near  Pai-amatta,  )>ut  craftily 
conducting  himself  with  apparent 
subnussion  to  his  captors  until  an 
occasion  offered,  he  tripped  up  the 
heels  of  his  unsuspecting  guard,  and 
anning  himself  with  a  reap  hook^ 
made  off  without  further  interrupt 
tion. 

The  following  whimsiccd  circum* 
stance  occurred  last  week  at  Para^ 
matta: — A  young  woman,  whose 
name  is  Salmon,  stepping  out  of  the 
passase-boat  at  the  wharf,  accepted 
a  hand  gallantly  presented  by  ayouth 
of  the  name  or  Haddock,  Whose 
attention  to  the  lady  rendering  him 
careless  of  himself,  he  lost  his  equi- 
libriymir^cl  both  the  Haddock  and 


the  Sabnon,  hand  in  hand,  detcended 
into  their  native  element 


August  Zlst. 

GENERAL  ORDEBS. 

Whereas  great  inconvenience  at* 
tends  boats  which  come  loaded  with 
vegetables  and  other  articles  for 
barter  with  the  inhabitants  and 
others  at  Sydney,  it  is  ordered,  that 
in  future  no  purchase  shall  be  made 
until  every  thing  is  landed  at  the 
place  now  appointed,  and  that  the 
market  shall  not  be  considered  to  be 
opened  until  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

All  settlers  and  other  descriptions 
of  persons  who  have  any  prisoners 
off  the  store,  or  government  labour- 
ers in  their  employ  that  understand 
sawing,  are  required  immediately  to 
render  a  list  of  their  names  to  the 
secretary's  office  at  Sydney;  Mr. 
Marsden,  at  Paramatta ;  and  Mr* 
Amdell,  at  Hawkesbury, 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
E.  Griffin,  Sec, 
Govemment  House,  Sydney^ 

Angust  8^rd,  18P6, 

NOTICE. 

The  Honourable  East  India  Conw 
pany's  extra-ship  Sinclair  wUl.saU 
from  this  port  on  the  12th  of  Sepr 
tember.  AU  claims  or  demanda 
against  Capt^n  Jackson,  or  on  the 
said  ship,  are  therefore  to  be  pre*- 
sented  at  Mr,  Lord's,  previous  to 
the  above  period. 

Sydney,  August  31st,  1506. 

TO  BE  LET,  and  entered  on  . 

immediately^ 
A  farm  of  four  hundred  acres,  situ- 
ated in  the  high  l.and  at  Richmond, 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  river, 
and  three  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  it  perfectly  secure  from  the 
highest  flood,  and  well  adapted  either 
to  an  arable  or  stock  hrWb,  being 
bounded  by  an  extensive  right  of 
oommon.    The  soil  is  a  vary  ri?^ 
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and  prodhciive  loam,  excellently 
well  suited  for  a  rotation  of  crops  of 
wheat,  barley,  pulse,  potatoes,  &c. ; 
upwards  of  forty  acres  are  cleared, 
and  twenty  burnt  off.  On  the  pre- 
mises is  a  small  but  convenient 
weather-boarded  and  shingled  house, 
a  large  and  strong-built  sheep  yard 
and  shed,  a  yard  for  horned  cattle, 
a  bam,  hog-styes,  &c.  a  garden  well 
laid  out  with  a  number  of  orange, 
lemon,  peach,  and  other  kinds  of 
fruit  trees. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

As  ^e  haytt  no  certainty  of  an 
immediate  supply  of  paper;  we 
cannot  promise  a  publicatiott  next 
week. 


September  7th, 

On  Tuesday  his  Excellency  the 
late  governor,  and  Mrs.  King,  arrived 
in  tovm  from  Paramatta  -,  and  yes- 
terday Mrs.  King  returned  tliither, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Putiand. 

On  T.uesd%  arrived  the  ship 
Sophia,  from  Port  Dalrymple,  from 
whence  she  sailed    the  preceding 

'  Tuesday.  By  this  vessel  arrived 
his  Honor  lieutenant-Govemor  and 
Mrs.  Paterson ;  whose  landing  took 
place  at  ten  in  the  morning,  vrith 

.  salutes  from  the  battery.  The  ac- 
coimts  received  of  the  already  highly 
improved  state  of  the  settlement  are 
truly  gratifying^  The  ground  pro- 
duces every  nutritious  plant  that 
has  hitherto  been  tiled ;  the  potatoe 
arrives  to  fuU  perfection,  and  is 
much  above  the  ordinary  size,  while 
at  the  present  moment  upwards  of 
sixty  acres,  sown  in  wheat,  promise 
a  luxttriant  return. 

On  the  night  oT  Friday  se'iunight 
a  calf  v^as  found  killed  in  the  gov€;rn- 
meat  stock  yard  at  Toongabbee. 
This  ofience  is  attributed  to  some  of 
the  delinquents  who  have  taken  to  , 
tiie  woods,  preferring  a  life  of  crime, 


fatigiie,  and«  dreadful  sofitnde,  a 
prey  to  want,  to  the  permanent  ad- 
vantages ,of  honest  industry,  the 
source  ef  every  human  comfort. 


September  I4tk, 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

His  Excellency  in  confirming  hi» 
predecessoi-'s  proclamation  of  the 
6th  pf  July,  1803,  forbidding  any 
person  passing  the  Nepean,  &c. 
hereby  directs  that  no  person  what- 
ever, except  officers,  do  at  any  time 
resort  across  the  J^ver  Nepean,  on 
any  pretext,  excepting  the  people 
employed  by  Messrs.,  M'Arthnr  and 
Davidson,  who  attend  their  flocks  of 
sheep,  and  the  limited  number  of 
people  appointed  by  his  Excellency 
to  assist  John  War  by  in  taking  the 
cast-off  bulls,  which  persons  to  be 
provided  with  tlt^kets  signed  l^y  me, 
and  countersigned  by  th<s  magistrate 
at  Paramatta  -,  Thomas  Harper  and 
John  Warby,  constables,  and  the 
military  guard  at  the  Cow  Pastures 
and  hut,  having  fnW  authority  for 
that  purpose. — ^AU  persons^  civil  and 
military,  and  others,  are  required  to 
be  aiding  heriein. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
E.  QriPI^in,  Sec. 
Government  Honse,  Sydney, 

Septembek'  12th,  1806. 

NOTICE. 

Gov(emment  niill  vrilltake  in  com 
to  g;rind  for  individuals,  on  cofiditi(tt 
th^t  eviery  eleventh  bushel  be  paid 
into  th^  public  stoi^es  for  the  r^iaf 
of  the  distressed  settlers  at  tSie 
Hawkesbury;  which  will  be  distri- 
buted Under  his  Ex<i&llency  tiie 
governor's  directions. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
E.  Gripfik,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

August  25th,  1806. 

NOTlfcE. 

In  consequence  of  the  distrciis  6f 
the  settlers  at  the  Hawkesburyi  the 
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commissary  is  directed  to  relieve  a 
certain  number  of  the  most  necessi^ 
tons,  for  six  weeks,  until  the  harvest 
ia  got  in,  by  appropriatini;  two  buU 
locks  weekly  from  government 
stock,  to  be  issued  in  the  proportion 
of  half  a  ration  to  the  settlers  whose 
names  are  expressed  in  a  list,  which 
the  store-keeper  at  Hawkesbury  is 
fvraijihed  virith  for  that  purpose,  on 
condition,  that  such  settlers  as  take 
that  relief,  are  to  pay  for  the  same 
in  grain  the  ensuing  harvest,  at  the 
rate  of  one  shilling  per  pound  for 
the  fresh  meat  so  issued.  Any  per- 
son detected  in  selling  or  disposing 
of  any  part  of  this  supply,  will  be 
punished  accordingly. 

By  command  of  his  Exceliency, 
£.  Griffin,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

S^>tember  Sth^  1800. 

TQ  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By  Mr..  Bevan, 
On  Saturday  next,  the  20th  instant, 
at  the  Freemason's  Arms,  Para- 
matta, at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, a  healthy  cow,  heavy  in  calf, 
and  two  bulls,  the  property  of  Mr. 
.Charles  Bishop. 

METHOD  OF  EXTRACTING 
A  SORT  OF  TURPENTINE 
FROM  THE  BLACK  GUM- 
TREE. 

At  the  ^  of  the  leaf,  dig  below 
the  principal  roots  of  the  tree,  and 
lM>re  )ioles  from  them  into  the  trunk ; 
then  place  vessels  to  catch  the 
stringy  substance  that  weeps  from 
ike  apertures.  Coyer  the  roots 
again ;  make  a  large  fire  round  the 
body  of  the  tree,  until  burned  down. 
in  a  few  days  the  i^essels  below  the 
roots  will  be  found  to  contain  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  i^ubstance 
nought. 

Hrst,— one  pound  of  the  above 
turpentine  with  six  pounds  of  grass 
tree  (or  yellow)  gum,  over  a  gentle 
fire,  will  mak^  a  kind  of  composition 
of  aa  elastic  nature,  and  vehich  very 
probably  will  aiunjrer  jBii'  •hlps^  bot- 


toms, equal  in  every  respect  to  any 
thing  ever  used. 

Secondly, —  As  the  yeUow  gum 
will  not  mix. with  any  other  thing 
yet  found  in  this  colony,  it  might  be  * 
useful  in  preparations  where  tar 
could  not  be  obtained,  exclusive  of 
many  other  services  that  might  be 
derived  from  it,  yet  unknown. 


September  2Ut. 

NOTICE. 

Any  settlers  who  have  proper 
ground,  and  disposed  to  sow  hemj^ 
seed,  may  give  in  their  names  to  the 
secretary's  office ;  and  a  dayNvill  be 
appointed  for  the  distribution  of  a 
quantity  now  in  government  stores. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
£.  Griffin,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

September  14th,  1800. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Samuel  Skmner,  of  Pitf  s  Row, 
begs  leave  to  acquaint  his  numerous 
friends  and  the  piyriic  in  general, 
that  he  has  iust  finished  burning  off 
a  large  and  capital  assortment  of 
earthenware,  which  for  variety,  du- 
rability,  and  appearance^  he  flatters 
himself  cannot  be  excelled,  while 
his  prices  will,  he  trusts,  in  addition 
to  the  quality,  maintain  a  preference 
which  he  has  thus  respectfully  to 
acknowledge. 

On  Monday  last  a  coroner's  in- 
quest assembled  on  board  the  Alex- 
ander, ow  the  body  of  John  Luker, 
manner,  whose  death  was  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  g^one  below, 
and  there  fallen  adeep  during  a 
fumigation  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying venniu.  Another  of  the 
ship's  company  who  had  been  «qu^ly 
incautious,  was  apparently  at  th4 
point  of  death,  but  ixaa  providen- 
tially prwcarved. 
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September  2Sih, 

Last  Wednesday  se'Dolght  the 
crops  of  aeyeral  settlers  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Hawkesbory,  sustained  some 
considerable  injury  from  a  heavy 
fall  of  hail,  which  lasted  almost  an 
hour^  Some  of 'the  hailstones  are 
said  to  have  been  three  inches  in 
circumference,  from  the  force  of 
which  much  of  the  wheat  was  laid, 
and  j^me  few  patches  totally  cut 
down  and  destroyed.  In  May  1708, 
a  «imilar  phenomenon  occurred,  but 
with  this  remarkable  difference, 
that  the  hailstones  were  twice  tiie 
size. 

On  Wednesday  morning  last  a 
shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at 
Richmond  Hill,  of  from  28  to  30 
seconds  duration,  the  undulation  as 
nearly  as  could  be  desciibed,  from 
N.E.toS.W. 

Mr. -Thompson's  fine  vessel  of  100 
tons,  built  at  the  Green  Hills,  is 
nearly  fit  for  launching,  and  Mr. 
Gordon,  the  shipwright,  has,  we 
understand,  laid  down  upon  his  own 
account  the  keel  of  a  vessel  to  be 
about  SO  tons  burthen,  in  the  same 
neighbourhood. 


October  6th, 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

All  masters  of  vessels  coming 
into  fliis  port,  are  strictly  forbid 
leavuig  any  of  their  crews,  officers, 
or  passengers  on  shore  when  they 
depart,  and  until  that  is  certified,  no 
clearance  is  to  be  granted ;  and  all 
such  respective  individuals  are  like- 
wise forbidden,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  remaininff  in  the  colony 
without  authority .  Irem  his  Excel- 
lency'the  governor.  * 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
£.  Griffin^  Sec. 
4jrGvemment  House,  Sydney, 

October  4thyi806. 


TO  BE  SOLD, 

On  the  premises,  on  Saturday  nexj:, 
the  11th  of  October,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  precisely,  a  commo- 
dious brick  Dwelling  House  and 
premises, .  No.  43,  Chapel  Row,  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  James  Joha 
Grant,  to  which  a  lease  is,  attached, 
and  eleven  years  nearly  unexpired. 
The  situation  is  truly  desirable,  with 
an  extensive  garden  in  the  highest 
state  of  cultivation,  a  brick  kitchen, 
with  a  loft  over  it,  convenient  bake- 
house and  oven,  a  well  constantly 
supplied  with  water,  together  with 
out-houses,  pig-styes,  &c.  —  Also, 
will  be  sold,  a  chesnut  gelding,  ^irar- 
ranted  safe  to  ride  or  drive ;  a  good 
chaise,  with  plated  harness,  saddle, 
and'  bridle,  and  a  new  Norfolk 
waggon  or  carriage,  household  fur- 
niture, &c.  consisting,  of  mattresses, 
looking-glasses,  pictures,  an  elegant 
and  weU-toned  guitar,  dishes,  jun, 
&c,  &c. — Prompt  payment  to  be 
made  in  copper  coin  or  approved 
bills. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
The  Sophia  will  sail  this  dav  for 
the  straights  and  England,  and  the 
Albion  and  Elizabeth  on  Tuesday 
for  the  fishery.  This  morning  sailed 
the  Honourable  Company's  extra 
ship  Sinclair,  for  China. 

On  Tuesday  arrived  the  sloop  Fly, 
from  Norfolk  Island,  with  Bye  tons 
of  pork,  and  about  1500  weight  of 
soap  manufactured  there. 

On  Thursday  his  Excellency  re- 
turned to  tovm  from  an  excursioii 
throughout  Hawkesbury  and  other 
out-settlements,|>ersonally  to  inquire 
into  the  distresses  of  those  who  were 
unfaa{)pily  impoverished  by  the  in- 
undation. 

On  Wednesday  last  Mrs.  King 
left  town  for  Paramatta,  and  yes- 
terday in  the  afternoon  his  Excel* 
l«ncy  the  late  governor  left  town 
also  for  the  same  place. 
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Oiiober  Itth. 

STOLEN  OR  STRAYED, 
From  Captain  Abbot's  farm  at  the 
Deril's  Back,  about  two  miles  from 
Prospect,  a  brindle  cow,  about  8 
Tears  old,  has  T.  S.  marked  in  the 
horn.  She  is  an  English  cow  about 
eeren  months  gone  with  calf,  and  is 
well  known  in  the  colony  by  the 
name  of  ScAtt.  Whoever  has,  or 
imiy  find  her,  upon  their  bringing 
her  to  me  at  Arthur's  Hill,  near 
Paramatta,  or  by  giving  information 
where  she  is,  if  alive  and  not  in- 
jured, shall  receive  Use  pounds 
reward. — Any  person  detaining  her 
alter  this  notice  shall  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law. 

Nicholas  Bayly. 

PIPE  MANUFACTORY, 

No.  3;  Brickfield  HiU, 
Sydney. 
Wm.  Cluer  most  respectfully  ac- 
quaints lus  customers  and  the  public 
ia  general,  that  on  Monday  the  13th 
instant  he  will  have  for  sale,  a  kiln 
of  pipes,  equal  in  quality  to  any 
manulactured  in  Great  Britain,  at 
#t.  per  gross,  for  ready  money  only. 

On  Tuesday  his  Excellency  made 
an  ei^curston  to  George's  River,  and 
paid  a  visit  at  Major  Johnston's, 
where  he  took  refreshment;  re- 
turned to  town  at  half-past  seven  in 
the  evening,  after  a  journey  of  forty 
miles.  The  day  following  his  Ex- 
cellency was  pleased  to  visit  all  the 
schools  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and 
examine  the  progress  of  the  pupils, 
as  the  best  criterion  for  judging  of 
the  capacity  and  attention  of  their 
teachers. 


October  26th, 

During  the  late  heavy  rains  his 
Excellency  was  at  tiie  Nepean,  whi- 
ther he  had  been  accompanied  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden,  having  gone 


from  Paramatta  last  Thursday 
se'nnight,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  wild  herds.  The  same 
evening  he  crossed  the  Nepean,  and 
visited  Mr.  Davidson,  where  his 
Excellency  passed  the  night,  and 
was  afterwards  prevented  by  the 
rise  of  the  water  occasioned  by  the 
rains,  from  re-crossing  the  river 
until  Thursday  last.  At  length  he 
effected  the  passage  over,  in  a  slight 
canoe,  which  had  been  constructed 
in  his  presence  by  a  few  obliginff 
natives,  and  the  horses  were  after- 
vrards  swum  across. 


November  9tk. 

EVENING  SCHOOL, 

To  open  on  Monday  the  17th  instant, 
hours  of  attendance  half-past  five 
to  half-past  eight. 
G.  Howe  is  desirous  of  receiving 
under  tuition  a  few  pupils,  to  be  in- 
structed in  writing,  simple,  vulgar, 
and  decimal  arithmetic,  mensura- 
tion, many  useful  arithmetical  abre- 
viations,  and  the  grammar  of  the 
English  tongue  upon  the  principles 
of  Dr.'s  Lowth,  Johnson,  Priestly, 
and  other  celebrated  writers,  who 
have  united  their  efforts  in  impro- 
ving the  grammatical  structure  of 
their  own  beautiful  and  comprehen- 
sive language,  which  every  English- 
man ought  to  be  acquainted  with, 
but  few  attain  that  have  not  had  the 
advantage  of  a  classical  education. 
Persons  desirous  of  further  expla- 
nation, are  requested  to  favour  the 
advertiser  with  a  line. 

TAKEN  IN  MISTAKE, 

From  the  residence  of  G.  Howie, 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  Niunbers  of 
the  Sydney  Gazette,  up  to  October 
26, 1806,  most  of'wMch  are  marked . 
C.'Throsby,  Esq.  Any  person  re- 
turning the  same  to  G.  Howe,  will 
receive  twenty  shilluigs  for  their 
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trbubte,  'as  they  will  likewise  for 
ittformation  whereby  they  may  be 
i^covered. 

'The  following  declarations  were 
Ufade  by  the  late  executed  and 
truly  penite^nt  Murphy,  shortly  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  viz.  that  he  hoped 
to  depart  in  peace  with  all  mankind, 
and  found  it  a  duty  to  his  conscience 
to  declare  his  guilt  in  the  following 
offences,  while  he  sincerely  advised 
all  his  survivors  against  taking  to 
the  woods,  a  folly  from  which  no 
single  good  could  be  derived,  but 
from  which  unnumbered  ills  arose. 
He  had  stolen  one  sheep  from  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Marsden's  farm,  at  the 
Field  of  Mars ;  several  fowls  from 
Elliott,  at  the  Northern  Boundary; 
a  goat  from  Richard  Partridge  ;  a 
sheep  and  two  pigs,  the  property  of 
G.  Blaxcell,  Esq.;  several  goats 
from  the  Lumber  Yard  at  Paramatta ; 
sundry  geese  from  ine  fs^rms  of. 
Major  Johnston  and  Mr.  Laycock  ; 
slaughtered  a  calf  in  the  govern- 
ment stock  yard  at  Toongabbee,  a 
lamb  and  kid,  or  two  kids,  at  Lead- 
beater's  farm ;  stole  several  articles 
of  wearing  apparel  from  a  house  at 
Seven  Hills ;  two  goats  and  an  iron 
lOt,  from  a  person  whose  name  he 
:new  not,  but  the  pot  may  be  pro- 
bably recovered  upon  application  to 
the  printer  of  this  paper. 


TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 

A  handsome  bay  horse,    fourteen 
'  hai^ds  high,  warranted  safe  to  ride 
or  draw,  and  perfectly  sound.    Re- 
ference to  G.  Howe. 


November  IGth. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 
A  desirable  farm  of  150  acres,  20  of 
•which  are  in  cultivation,  all  free 
from  flood>  excellently  adapted  to 
trade,  and  equally  so  either  to*  stock 
or  agriculture,  with  a  good  dwelling 


ki 


house  and  bams,  a  garden  and 
orchard,  atid  all  other  apptirtenances. 
The  property  of  Thomas  Taylor,  of 
5i^hom  particulars  may  be  had,  di 
the  premises,  at  Hawkesbury. 

BUSH  RANGERS. 

The  daring  spirit  of  those  despe- 
rate offenders  occupies  much  serioBs 
attention  at  the  present  moment. 
It  has  been  some  time  sfaice  clearly 
ascertained  that  five  of  the  delin- 

a  bents  advertised    had   associated 
lemselves  and  infested  the  graang 
farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Prospect, 
where  the  stock  of  John  M*  Arthur, 
£s(].  appears  to  have  been  the  chief 
object  of  their  ravages.    Five  sheep 
disappeared  in  the  course  of  one 
night,  notwithstanding  great  vigi- 
lance on  the    part  of  the  stock- 
keepers  and  shepherds,  the  number 
of  whom  had  been  increased.  Night 
and  day  they  have  been  harrassed 
by  their  daring  visitors,  their  hiits 
plundered  as  well  as  the  stock,  »m1 
provisions  carried  off.    Appreh^i- 
sion  and  alarm  have  been  constant, 
and^their  effects  in  the  foUovring 
instance     peculiarly      lamentable. 
John  Griffiths  and  Simeon  Donalfy 
being  out  upon  the  watch  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  instant,  were  sud- 
denly disturbed  by  the  sheep  vio- 
lently rushing  to  and  fro  within  Uie 
fold,  which  was  naturally  attriimted 
to  an  attack  from  these  depredators, 
in  consequence  of  vdiich  Griffifiis 
posted    his   brother -watchman   as 
advantageously  as  possible,  wrfallehe 
himself  should  reconnoitre,  as  well 
as  the  darkness  of  the  night  ad- 
mitted, the  movements  of  their  ad- 
versaries.     No    sooner   had   they 
separated  than  Donally,  from  some 
unaccountable    cause,  forsook ,  his 
post,  and  went   within    tiie  fold. 
The  other  having  traversed  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  circuit,  at  length 
descried  a  human  figure,  but  could 
scarcely  suppose  it  to  be  '^aiiy  other 
than  a  bush  ranger.    He  hailed  him 
instantly,  and  thrice  repeated  the 
challenge,  but  receivug  no  answer, 
fired   upon  him,  and   the   charge 
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Imving  taken  place,  he  very  soon 
discovered  the  object  of  his  aim  to 
have  been  no  other  than  the  unfor- 
tunate Donally,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  side.  Assistance 
was  procured  ^o  take  the  poor  man 
into  his  hut,  where  he  soon  after 
expired,  and  on  Monday  last  a 
coroner's  inquest  assembled  at  Pa- 
ramatta, but  the  evidence  of  the 
stock-men,  who  did  not  attend, 
being  essential,  the  inquiry  was 
postponed  till  the  day  following, 
when,  from  the  joint  testimony  of  ^1 
the  wituesses,Griffiths  was  acquitted 
by  the  verdict,  of  any  thing  censu- 
rable in  the  unfortunate  transaction. 
It  appeared  that  the  deceased,  who 
was  an  old  man,  had  acted  highly 
imprudently  by  leaving  his  post, 
and  more  so  by  going  within  the 
fold ;  that  he  was  much  afflicted  with 
deafness,  and  in  all  probability  did 
net  hear  himself  challenged,  while 
others  at  a  considerable  distance 
heard  it,  and  that  Griffiths  was  in 
the  most  friendly  habits  with  him. 


Navetaber  23rd. 

FOUND, 

About  six  weeks  since,  at  Cockatoo 
Island,  a  ship's  boat,  painted  red. — 
The  owner  thereof  may  recover  his 
property  by  application  to  William 
Morrison,  soldier,  Back  Row  West. 
— If  not  claimed  within  fourteen 
days,  .will  be  sold  to  pay  expenses. 

WANTPD, 
Ten  or  twelve  good  seamen  for  the 
snow  Commerce,  bound  to  England. 
.None  but  those  who  are  entirely 
clear  of  debts  and  other  incum- 
brances need  apply.  For  further 
information  apply  to  James  Bimie, 
commander,  either  at  his  residence 
in  JFarm  Cove,  or  at  Mr.  Lords. 

On  We^n^day  se'nnight  an  ele- 
gant entertainment  w^  given  by  J. 
Palmer,  Esq.  to  a  large  party ;  also 
another  on  Wednesday  last^  by^R. 
Campbell,  jBsq.  at  both  oi  which 


their  Excellencies  and  liis  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor  were  pre- 
sent. 


November  ZOth. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 
On  terms  advantageous  to  a  pur- 
chaser, a  new  chaise  with  complete 
harness  and  brass  furniture;  two 
strong  carts ;  a  pair  of  cart  wheels, 
and  a  pair  of  chaise  ditto,  new ;  two 
saddles  and  bridles ;  all  which  may 
be  viewed  at  the  house  of  Serjeant 
Packer,  Pitf  s  Row. 

Two  seamen  belonging  to  the 
Atlantic  were  killed  by  lightning  on 
Tuesday  night,  as  they  were  return- 
ing to  the  vessel  in  a  wood  boat, 
owing  very  possibly  to  the  attrac- 
tion of  a  cross  cut  saw  which  lav 
exposed  in  the  boat.  They  eacn 
received  the  stroke  In  the  same 
manner,  its  visible  effects  extending 
from  the  ear  downwards  below  the 
breast,  which  had  the  appearance  of 
being  bruised.  On  Wednesday  an 
Inquest  was  taken  on  the  bodies-* 
verdict,  death,  by  the  visitation  of 
God.  One  of  them  vras  a  native  of 
New  Zealand. 


December  7th. 

On  Thursday  a  native  dog  mad^ 
his  way  into  a  flock  of  geese  at  the 
back  of  Government  House, 'Para- 
matta, and,  BfUr  biting  six  very 
badly,  carried  off  two  others. 


December  lith 

On  Friday  a  boat-load  of  salted 
fish,  amounting  to  1300  weight,  was 
brought  in  by  W.  Miller,  at  the 
Hospital  Wharf,  and  three  assistants, 
the  whole  procured  at  and  about 
Port  Aikin,  in  the  space  of  eight 
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days^  and  well  preserved.  Every 
exertion  of  this  nature  lays  claim  to 
commendation;  and  our  present 
necessities  will,  we  tmst,  stimulate 
others  to  follow  so  worthy  an  ex- 
ample. 

Vanted, 

Several  steady  men,  as  sb^pherds, 
who  will  receive  an  ample  ration 
and  liberal  wages,  by  applying  to 
Mr.  M<Arthar,  Paramatta. 


Jamtary  ^5th,  1807. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

^rom  the  date  hereof,  all  persons 
are  forbid  going  near  the  govern- 
uent  salt-pans  in  Rose  Bay. — Any 
person  or  persons  coming  by  water 
to,  or  landipg  near  the  said  premises, 
(unless  with  an  order  signed  by  his 
Excellency,  and  addressed  to  £. 
Kinsela,  the  manager  of  the  salt- 
woiits),  shall  be  taken  into  custody 
and  imprisoned  in  the  county  gaol, 
and  all  persons  coming  to  the  said 
salt-pans  with  orders,  are  severely 
prohibited  from  entering  the  salt- 
house,  unless  by  permission  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  said  E.  Kinsela. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
E.  Griffin,  Sec, 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

January  20th,  1807. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By  Mr.  Bevan, 
At  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Larra, 
Paramatta,  on  Monday  the  2nd  of 
February,  at  twelve  o'clock  pre- 
cisely, upwards  of  200  fine  ewes  and 
wethers;  also,  three  commodious 
houses,  pleasantly  and  eligibly  situate 
at  Paramatta,  with  good  gardens  in 
high  cultivation  and  well  fenced.— 
Payment  to  be  made  immediately  in 
colonial  currency. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 

By  Mr.  Bevan, 
At  the  Green  Hills,  Hawkesbury,  on 
ISatorday  next,  a  capital  grey  horse, 
ivith  an  elegant  chaise  and  harness. 


brass  mounted,  and  an  exceUenit 
bay  gelding,  with  good  cart  and 
harness  complete.  Payment  to  be 
made  in  wheat,  maize,  or  swine's 
flesh  at  government  price,  and  the 
purchaser  be  allowed  three  montlK 
credit  on  approved  security. 

At  the  beginning  of  last  week 
several  prisoners  were  absent  from 
their  respective  occupations,  and  a 
boat  of  18  feet  kee),  belonging  to  £/ 
Wills,  being  also  missing,  leads  to  a 
conjecture  of  their  having  taken  her 
away,  with  the  weak  design  of  at^ 
tempting  an  escape  from  the  colony, 
though  miserably  provided  for  carry* 
ing  such  a  determination  into  effect, 
with  any  other  prospect  than  that  of 
perishing  on  the  coast.  As  soon  as 
they  were  missed  two  armed  whala 
boats  were  dispatched  in  parsuit 


FdfnutnflBi* 

Yesterday  his  Excellency  dined 
with  GDvenior  King  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ship  Buffalo,  together  ¥rith 
a  large  party  of^fficers  and  ladies. 

On  Wednesday  sailed  the  soow 
Harrmgton  for  Madras* 


Februanf  9th. 

COMMUNICATION. 
Under  tiie  particular  state  of  the 
colony,  the  supplies  of  grain  be- 
coming doubtful,  his  Excellency  the 
governor  thought  it  proper  to  issue 
the  following  notice,  *<  That  under 
<<  the  strongest  motives  of  insuring 
"  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  by  either 
<'  sending  for  suppUes  or  securing 
**  them  from  individuals,  he  does, 
«  by  this  document,  call  qpon  every 
'<  person  to  state  what  Quantity  of 
«  grain  they  are  able  and  ready  to 
<<  deliver,  at  the  earliest  period  tiiey 
«  will  name  or  can  possibly  deter* 
«  mine  on,  into  the  public  stores, 
**  out  of  their  present  and  growing 
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**  crops;  and  which  theyidll  bind 
"  themflelves  to  perfonn,  by  signiDg 
''  their  agreemeDt,  as  by  any  other 
'^  more  regalar  seourity  whatever. 
**  The  price  to  be  given  by  govern- 
**  ment  for  wheat  will  be,  as  ahready 
**  stated  in  public  orders,  14s.  9d. 
**  per  bushel ;  and  for  maize  6«.  per 
^*  imshelyto  be  delivered  either  into 
'*  the  public  store  at  Paramatta  or 
**  Sydney.  It  is  of  the  utmost  con- 
'^  sequence  that  this  should  imme- 
**  .diately  be  determined,  to  prevent 
**  as  much  as  possible  unnecessary 
^  importation  of  grain,  an  influx  of 
**  which,  from  a  foreign  country, 
**  must  inevitably  tend  to  keep  the 
**  colony,  as  to  its  agricultural  pur- 
'**  suits,  in  an  extreme  impoverished 
<<  situation.  And  it  is  hereby  de- 
^  clared,  in  order  to  give  every  en- 
**  couragement  to  the  industrious 
^  fiirmer,  that  government  will,  at 
'^  the  ensuing  harvest  of  wheat  and 
**  maize,  give  10s.  per  bushel  for  all 
'<  such  quantities  of  wheat  as  they 
«<  may  want,  and  6s.  for  maize,  such 
<<  portions  being  delivered  into  the 
**  public  stores ;  and-  a  preference 
"  wiU  be  given  to  those  who  supply 
**  government  on  the  present  occa- 
**  sion." 

In  consequence  of  this  declara- 
tion, the  settlers  embraced  an  imme- 
diate occasion  to  call  a  meeting,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  subject 
into  timely  consideration,  and  of 
returning  to  his  Excellency  an  ap- 
propriate answer. — They  convened 
at  Mr.  Thompson's,  whose  exertions 
on  the  occasion  received  the  warmest 
thanks,  and  after  a  long  discussion 
of  the  object  that  had  assembled 
them,  it  v^as  proposed  and  adopted, 
fumine  cimtradicenie,  that  it  was  much 
the  real  and  permanent  interests  of 
the  settlement,  and  colony  at  large, 
that  every  one  should  contribute  as 
much  grain  as  possibly  could  be 
spared  from  their  family  consump- 
tion, to  the  present  demands  of 
government,  individually  testifying 
at  the«ame  time,  the  most  unfeigned 
'  sense  of  obligation  to  his  Excellency, 
whose  kind  and  solicitous  attention 
to  the  interest  of  the  settlement  had 


on  all  occasions  manifoted  itsel/. 
It  was  concluded  that*  a  suitable 
answer  should  be  returned  to  his 
Excellency,  to  which  each  subscriber 
should  attach  his  signature,  and  the 
complement  he  vras  capable  of  con- 
tributing— producing  an  aggregate 
amount  of  5000  bushels  <^  wheat, 
and  15,000  of  maize,  volunteered  by 
about  two  hundred  persons,  inde*- 
pendent  of  such  other  aids  as  have 
not  yet  been  collected,  but  which 
none  will  withhold  that  have  a  single 
mite  to  spare  at  this  very  criticid 
juncture.  The  answer  we  have  the 
satisfaction  also  to  lay  beforo  the 
public,  as  follows : 

Hawkesbury,  Jan.  29th,  1807. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  undersigned  hold- 
ers of  landed  estates,  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  Hawkesbury, 
Portland,  Richmond  and  Nepean 
settlements,  and  other  adjacent 
places  in  this  colony,  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  return  our  grateful 
thanks  for  the  unbounded  attention^ 
labour  and  pains,  your  Excellency 
in  your  great  wisdom  has  ever  mani- 
fested towards  us,  and  the  general 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  colony 
at  large,  in  the  dreadful  crisis  of 
general  calamity  in  which  you  found 
it.  And  we,  from  the  highest  sense 
of  gratitude  and  public  duty,  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
while  enjoying  our  native  laws  and 
liberty,  and  living  under  a  just  and 
benign  government,  we  will  be 
ready  at  all  times,  at  the  risk  of  our 
lives  and  properties,  to  support  the 
same;  and,  willing  to  anticipate 
your  Excellency's  just  and  humane 
wishes  for  the  public  relief,,  we  have 
subscribed  all  the  grain  we  conveni- 
ently can  spare  from  our  own  sup- 
port to  be  carried  to  the  public  stores 
at  your  stipulated  price — rejecting 
far  greater  prices  in  money,  which  we 
could  receive  at  the  present  market 
sale:  and  we  hope  the  quantity 
already  subscribed  (with'  more  that 
may  possibly  be  spared)  will  furnish 
your  Excellency  with  means  for  th^ 
present  year's  support,  without  re- 
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Verting  to  the  rainoui  neoeasity  of 
importation,  which  your  Excellency, 
in  your  wisdom,  so  Justly  sees  and 
sets  forth ;  and  as  these  fertile  set- 
tlements have  ever  produced 'asuper- 
abundance*  of  food,  as  is  evident^ 
from  the  low  prices  it  long  sold  at, 
and  the  great  surplus  quantities 
annually  spoiled,  wasted,  and  wil- 
fully destroyed ;  we  doubt  not,  under 
the  blessing  of  God  and  your' wise 
measures,  that  the  produce  of  our 
lands  next  season  will  again  be  more 
than  abundantly  sufficient  fi}T  the 
fullest  support  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory, in  which  case  we  will  as  readily 
supply  such  quantities  as  your  Ex- 
cellency may  require,  at  your  fixed 
price  of  next  season,and  ever  endea- 
vour to  show  ourselves  worthy  your 
protection  and  encouragement,  pray- 
ing for  your  prosperity,  and  a  long 
continuaace  of  your  just  and  benign 
government. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Bligh, 
Esquire,  F.  R.  S.  captain-gene- 
ral, and  commander-in-diiefy 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

On  Friday  a  farewell  dinner  vras 
given  by  his  Excellency  to  Governor 
King,  and  the  officers  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Buffalo,  at  which  bis 
honor  the  lieutenant-governor  and 
many  other  officers  attended,  with 
their  ladies.  A  ball  and  supper 
concluded  the  evening. 


February  ISth, 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
His  Excellency  the  governor  la- 
ments -to  find,  by  his  late  visit 
through  the  colony,  that  the  most 
calamitous  evils  have  been  produced 
by  persons  bartering  or  .{)aying 
spirits  for  grain  of  all  kinds,  and  the 
necessaries  of  life  in  general,  and  to 
labourers  for  their  hire ;  such  pro- 


*  Ofthejustness  of  this  statement, 
the  reader  is  pretty  well  enabled  to 
judge. 


ceedings  depressing  the  industrioufl, 
and  depriving  the  settlers  of  their 
comforts.*- In  order  therefi»re  to 
remedy  these  grievous  complaints, 
and  to  relieve  ,the  inhabitants  wlio 
have  suffered  by  this  traffic,  he  feeto 
it  his  duty  to  put  a  total  stop  to  this 
barter  in  future,  and  to  prohibit  the 
exchange  of  spirits  or  other  llquon 
as  payment  for  grain,  animal  rood, 
labour,  wearing  appare;!,  or  any 
other  commodity  whatever,  to  afi 
descriptions  of  persons  in  the  colony 
and  its  dependencies.  If  a  prisoner 
is  convicted  before  a  bench  of  ma- 
gistrates of  any  of  the  offences 
above  stated,  he  shall  receive  a 
punishment  of  one  hundred  lashes, 
and  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour  for 
twelve  months : — If  a  settler,  free 
by  servitude,  pardon  or  emancipa- 
tion, he  is  to  be. deprived  of  all  in- 
dulgencies  from  the  crown,  sentenced 
to  tiiree  months  imprisonment,  and 
to  pay  a  fine  of  202..  to  the  King  ^— 
If  a  settler,  who  came  free  into  the 
colony,  or  any  other  free  inhabi- 
tants, masters,  or  any  other  descrip- 
tions of  persons  on  board  of  ships  or 
vessels,  they  are  to  lose  all  indnl- 
gencies  granted  them  by  the  crovm, 
and  pay  a  fine  of  601.  to  the  King ; 
all  which  fines,  on  conviction,  shall 
be  levied  by  the  provost-marshal^ 
one  moiety  to  be  given  to  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  government.  His 
Excellency  has  the  strongest  confi- 
dence, from  the  known  distress  of 
the  colony  in  consequence  of  this 
pernicious  barter,  that  all  officers, 
.civil  .and  military,  vrill  be  aiding 
and^  assisting  in  carrying  this  order 
into  full  execution,  which  ultimately 
must  tend  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  the  people,  and  to  give  credit 
and  stability  to  the  settlement  at 
large. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
£.  Griffin,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

February  Uth,  1807. 

The  increase  of  dogs  in  these 
settlemeiits  having  long  been  a  great 
nuisaacei  being  at  all  times  4i\iiuioiii 
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to  Stock,  ej(tresely  dangerous  to 
chUdr^o,  and  no  less  to  persons  on 
horseback,  the  governor  finds  it  ex- 
pedient to  reconuneDd,  in  the  most 
decisive  manner,  that  all  cnrs  and 
other  nseless  dogs  of  every  descrip- 
tion, be  destroyed;  a  measure 
which  he  doubts  not  will  be  very 
generally  adopted,  and  more  espe- 
cially by  the  families  of  the  poor, 
•whose  sustenance  must  be  much  di- 
minished in  order  to  feed  them,  or 
the  wretched  animals  left  to  prowl 
abont  for  food,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  tiie  public. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
£.  Griffin,  Sec. 
GoTemment  House,  Sydney, 

February  14th,  18#7. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
At  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  after- 
noonhis  Excellency  thelate  governor 
and  family  finally  embarked  on 
board  His  Majesty's  ship  Buffalo 
for  England,  accompanied  to  the 
wharf  by  his  Excellency,  who  ex- 
pressed the  most  sensible  regret  at 
taking  leave.  His  hmor  the  lieute- 
nant-governor and  many  officers 
attended  also,  to  share  in  these  last 
attentions.  At  half-past  two,  the 
boat  left  the  wharf,  and  was  saluted 
by  His  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise  as 
she  passed.  The  following  morning 
his  Excellency's  dispatches  were 
put  on  board,  and  on  Tuesday  the 
ship  sailed.  Governor  King  design- 
ing to  touch  at  Norfolk  Island  on 
his  way. 


febnwy  a3iid. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
week  Miyor  Johnston. 

Yesterday  his  Excellency  gave  a 
dinner  to  a  large  party  of  officers 
and  ladies,  at  which  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  Mrs.  Paterscm  were 
present. 

Hish6nor  the  lieutenant-governor 
will  embark  on  boafdctheE^tramina 


to  resome  the  government  at  Port 
Dalrymple.  An  ample  supply  of 
provisions  will  be  sent  by  the  Estra- 
mina  for  the  relief  of  the  settlement. 

By  accounts  brought  from  Port 
Dalrymple  t>y  the  Marcia,  we  are 
informed  of  the  death  of  James 
Swift,  owing  to  the  bite  of  a  snake, 
he  having  survived  the  Infliction  of 
the  wound  only  twenty-five -minutes. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
We  are  happy  to  announce  to  the 
public  that  by  extreme  vigilance  a 
most  atrocious  and  wicked  plan  of 
insurrection  has  been  averted. — It 
was  planned  in  a  most  secret  manner 
by  some  designing  Irish  prisoners, 
who  had  art^y  instilled  into  the 
minds  of  their  countrymen,  a  cer- 
tainty of  taking  the  country  and 
gaining  their  liberty.  But  their 
means  to  accomplish  those  ends  were 
the  most  horrid ; — they  were  to  have 
destroyed  the  governor,  who  they 
supposed  would  be  going  into  the 
country  as  soon  as  the  Buffalo  sailed, 
on  his  way  to  the  Hawkesbury,  and 
which  .¥ras  to  have  be^i  the  com- 
mencement of  the  general  insurrec- 
tion ;  the  New  South  Wales  Corps 
were  to  have  been  surprised;  the 
leading  gentlemen  of  the  colony  were 
to  have  been  killed  at  the  same 
time;  the  Porpoise  and  -shipping 
were  to  have  been  seized,  and  a 
general  massacre  was  to  have  taken 
place,  so  far  as  to  have  secured 
their  intended  purposes. — Such  was 
the  nature  of  this  diabolical  plot, 
when  the  ringleaders  were  taken  at 
the  same  moment  by  a  party  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  whose 
soldier-like  conduct,  loyalty,  and 
regard  for  their  King  and' country, 
deserves  the  highest  praise  that  can 
be  bestowed  on  them.  This  rising 
of  the  croppies  as  it  is  called,  has 
been  more  or  less  in  agitation  for  a 
long  time,  they  having  forgot  the 
calamitous  consequences  of  their  in- 
surrection  in  1804;  and  we  have 
further  to  hunent  the  infatuation  of 
these  men,  when  at  the  present 
anoment  they  are,  particularly,  living 
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under  greater  comforts  than  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  labouring  poor  of  any 
part  of  the  world,  and  all  of  these 
discontented  men  would,  by  good 
behaviour  and  industry,  become 
possessed  of  considerable  property. 
From  the  foregoing  account,  the 
good  inhabitants  of  the  country  will 
see  what  extreme  watchfulness  is 
necessary  to  prevent  bloodshed,  and 
the  destruction  that  must  follow,  if 
poor,  ignorant,  and  deluded  men  are 
suffered  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  arti- 
fice of  a  few  bad  characters. 


MwrehUi, 

Yesterday  se'nnight,  before  a 
bench  of  magistrates,  the  persons 
concerned  in  taking  away  a  IxMit, 
&c,  with  intent  to  escape  from  the 
colony,  were  sentenced  to  severe  cor- 
poral punishment.  One  person,,  for 
seditious  expressions,  was  ordered 
five  hundred  lashes. 

NOTICE. 

Whereas  some  dogs,  the  property 
of  persons  unknown,  broke  into  the 
.  enclosures  of  J.  Harris,  Esq.  at 
Ultimo  Place,  near  Sydney,  and 
killed  several  sheep ;  and  as  it  has 
lately  heen  the  practice  of  persons 
to  take  dogs  on  tiie  premises  to  hunt 
his  deer,  a  reward  of  fifty  guineas 
will  be  paid  by  him  to  any  person 
who  will  prosecute  to  conviction 
any  ofiender  or  ofl'enders  concerned 
therein. 

N.B.  Any  dogs  hereafter  found 
within  Mr.  Harris's  enclosure  will 
be  shot,  and  the  owners  prosecuted 
in  case  of  damage. 


March  Uth, 

We  cannot  refrain  from  congratu- 
lating all  the  respectable  and  honest 
settlers  of  this  colony,  and  other 
loyal  inhabitants,  on  the  spirit  and 
resolutions  which  they  have  formed 
on  the  bloody  acctae  which  for  these 


eighteen  months  has  been  in  afpta^ 
tion,  and  of  late  nearly  put  mt5 
execution.  About  six  hundred  loyal 
persons  have  come  forward,  to  ex- 
press their  detestation  at  the  plan  of 
insurrection  which  has  been  formed. 
A  number  of  these  have  honourably 
offered  further  to  assist  in  the 
defence  of  the  coantry  by  forming  a 
corps  of  horse,  with  which  they  have 
pledged  themselves  <  to  act  with 
vigour  on  any  emergency;  under 
these  circumstances  we  cannot  do 
less  than  present  our  readers  witk 
the  loyal  address  which  has  been 
presented  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
settlers  of  the  Hawkesburv,  and 
received  by  him  with  confidence 
and  approbation. 

''  Hawkesbury,  Feb.  25ih,  1807. 
''  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

'<  We,  the  holders  of  landed 
**  estates,  public  officers,  and  the 
''  principal  inhabitants  of  the  ex- 
**  tensive  settlements  of  Hawket- 
*'  bury,  Portland,  Richmond,  and 
*^  Nepean,  and  parts  adjacent,  m 
'^  New  South  Wales,  beg  leave  to 
"  return  our  sincere  thanks  for 
"  your  wise  and  unwearied  solicl- 
**  tude  for  the  public  welfare,  at  all 
'*  times,  in  your  arduous  and  im- 
^  portant  station,  over  these  settle- 
"  ments,  now  rising  again  from  late 
*^  calamities  unto  happiness  and 
*'  opulence,  under  a  just,  equitable, 
^*  and  gracious  government,  which 
*'  we,  impressed  with  the  strongest 
*'  desire  to  support  with  our  lives,  as 
**  being  the  bounden  duty  in  all 
'^  loyal  subjects,  have  willingly 
"  according  to  your  Excellency^ 
'<  order,  enroUed  our  names  for  the 
"  defence  of  the  countiy,  in  which 
^  we  will  readily  participate  at  all 
'<  times  of  need  j  but  sincerely  hope, 
**  that  your  Excellency  in  your  wis- 
"  dom,  by  judging  from  the  real 
*^  and  presumptive  proofs  exhibited 
**  in  this  country  now,  and  for  many 
.'<  years  past,  by  those  disaffected 
*^  people,  of  their  relentless  and  in- 
**  corrigible  spirit  of  rebellion,  mur« 
**  der,  and  atrocity,  keeping  liege 
**  subjects  in  constant  amrm,  that 
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**  yoa  will  be  gracionsly  pleased  to 
*'  dispose  of  9ie  ringleaders  and 
^'  principals  so  as  to  prevent  future 
''  conspiracy  amongst  them,  and  to 
**  restore  public  tranquillity,  which 
'*  blessing  of  peace  and  happiness 
**  may  your  Excellency  long  con- 
^  tinue  to  give  and  enjoy*  in  your 
**  government  over  us,  is  our  ear- 
**  nest  prayer/' 


March  22iid. 

The  following  is  his  Excellency's 
answer  to  the  address  of  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Hawkesbury,  &c. 


'^  Goyemment  House,  Sydney, 
<<  March  19th,  1806. 
**  To  Thomas  Amdell,  Esq.  magis- 
**  trate  at  the  Green  HUls. 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  received  your 
^^  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the 
**  address  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
"  the  Nepean  and  Hawkesbury,  on 
**  the  late   Intended    insurrection, 
**  and  you  will  please  to  express  the 
**  confidence  and  satisfkction  which 
**  I  hav«  felt  on  the  occasion;  and 
^  to  assure  the  numerous  loyal  per- 
sons who  have  signed  it,  of  my 
watchfbhiess   of  their   interests 
and  welfare  in  this  colony,  which 
has  been  formed  by  the  best  of 
sovereigns,    under    the   highest 
considerations  of  humanity  for  the 
^*  benefit  of  mankind, 
"  1  am,  Sir, 
^  Your  most  obedient 
'^  Hnmble  servant, 

"  WauAM  Bligh." 


March  29th. 

On  Wednesday  his  honor  liente- 
tumt-govemor  Paterson  with  his  lady 
embarked  on  board  the  Lucy  for 
Port  Dahrymple,  and  wat  Mduted  on 
liis  departure. 


April  I2th. 

On  Thursday  the  snow  Commerco 
returned  from  the  Penantipodes, 
where  she  received  on  board  39,000 
cured  skins  for  the  London  market, 
and  will  prosecute  her  voycge  as  soon 
as  she  has  undergone  some  requisite 
repairs,havlug  sufiered  much  damage 
by  stress  of  weather,  and  her  upper 
vrorks  proving  leaky.— She  touched 
on  that  part  of  the  coast  of  New 
Zealand  which  is  governed  by  our 
late  visitor  Tippahee,  where  Captain 
Biemey  Was  given  to  understand 
that  the  Venus,  which  was  piratiGally 
seized  and  taken-  away  from  Port 
Dalrymple,  had  been  there,  and 
Kelly  left  behind  with  Lancashire; 
that  the  former  had  been  taken  by 
the  master  of  the  Britannia,  and 
went  home  a  prisoner ;  that  the  latter 
had  also  been  made  prisoner,  and 
was  taken  away  in  the  Brothers. 
The  vessel  is  supposed  to  be  still 
wandering  about  'the  coast,  as  she 
had  no  navigator  on  board ;  and  no 
possible  prospect  can  present  itself 
to  those  that  remain  in  her,  but  to 
perish  by  the  hands  of  the  na^ves, 
or  to  fell  into  the  hands  of  justice. 
The  old  chief  behaved  with  his  usual 
frankness  and  civility,  and  produced 
to  the  captain  presents  of  potatoes, 
and  whatsoever  else  the  place  af- 
forded. Some  maize  which  he  took 
from  here  he  sowed,  and  was  grati- 
fied in  the  promise  of  an  excellent 
return :  fatally,  however,  a  horde  of 
his  own  subjects  fell  upon  his  little 
corn-field  when  the  cob  was  about 
three-parts  filled,  and  in  one  night 
devoured  every  grain.  Oppo^ig 
perseverance  to  this  first  mischance, 
he  applied  his  whole  reserved  stock 
to  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  and 
has  since  succeeded  to  his  wish. 


-      Aprai9ih. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensiunc 
week  J<dm  Harris,  £tq.  * 


Digitized 


by  Google 


502 


TttB  HISTORY  OF 


llSffT. 


SHIP  NEM^S. 
The    General  Wellesley  to   sail 
early  in  the  week  for  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  Island,  intending  to  call  at 
New  Zealand  to  procure  spars. 

On  Friday  the  Ferret  whaler 
made  the  Heads  in  seven  days  from 
Hobart  Town,  and  put  to  sea  again, 
having  landed  dispatches  for  his 
Excellency  from  Lietttenant-Go* 
vemor  Collins. 

Information  is  received  that  a 
land  communication  between  Port 
Dalrymple  and  Hobart  Town  has 
been  effected  by  a  small  party  under 
the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Laycock, 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who 
witii  a  slender  stock  of  provisions, 
•et  out  from  the  former  settlement^ 
and  in  nine  days  traversed  the  whole 
extent  of  country  which  separates 
^e  two  settlements.  He  vras  re- 
ceived in  the  most  cordial  mamier 
by  the  lieutenant-governor  and  offi- 
cers, who  joined  in  sentiments  of 
admiration  at  the  resolution  which 
had  inspired  the  undertakipg,  and 
the  great  exertion  that  was  indis- 
jpensable  to  its  accomplishment 


June  7ih. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
It  having  appeared  to  his  Excel- 
lency, that  notwithstanding  the  mer- 
cifiil  intentions  of  our  Most  Gracious 
Sovereign  in  permitting  persona  to 
be  sent  to  this  colony  who  have  for- 
feited their  lives,  and  others  to 
expiate  the  offences  they  have  com- 
mitted agamst  the  laws  of  their 
country,  under  most  benign  and 
peculiar  directions  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  better  conduct  and  virtue  -, 
yet  some  designing  men  have  endea- 
voured to  subvert  the  government 
of  this  colony,  and  meditated  an 
attempt  at  massacre,  and  the  shed- 
ding of  much  innocent  blood  whilst 
they  were  receiving  most  gracious 
mdulgences ;  and  whereas  aU  those 
•aiamities  would  have  taken  plae« 


but  for  two  men,Domin|ck  M'Cuny 
and  Daniel  Grady,  who,  shuddering 
at  such  atrocious  acts,  did  give 
information,,  whereby  the  offenders 
were  apprehended  and  the  misery 
prevented.  His  Excellency,  there- 
fore, taking  into  his  most  serious 
coneideration  the  loyal  dispositions 
of  those  men,  does  grant  unto  each 
of  them,  the  said  Dominick  M'Curry 
and  Daniel  Grady,  a  free  pardon. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
E.  Griffik,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

June  4th,  1807. 

Thursday  last  being  the  anniver- 
sary of  Hisi  ]\lajesty's  birth,  tfa«  cus- 
tomary salutes  were  fired.  At  half- 
past  one  his  Excellency  received  the 
gratulations  of  all  the  offieers  and 
many  other  gentlemen  on  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  in  the  evemng  a  splendid 
ball  was  given  at  Government 
House  to  all  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  other  gentlemen  with  their 
ladies. 

The  odious  project  which  has 
happily  been  laid  open,  had  been  in 
agitation  for  upwards  of  a  twelve- 
month; the  secret  informations  re- 
ceived by  government  rendered 
vigiUnce  necessary,  and  every  pre- 
caution that  had  been  adopted  was 
immediately  succeeded  by  a  clunge 
of  measures  among  the  principal 
agents  in  the  work  of  intended  mas- 
sacre, and  had  their  plots  succeeded 
to  their  wish,  dreadful  indeed  had 
been  the  fate  of  ^1  whom  reason, 
loplty,  and  humanity  must  inspire 
with  sentiments  of  abhorrence  and 
disgust  at  their  intended  plan  of 
operations. 

Regretting  the  necessity  which 
rendered  the  suspension  of  this  pub- 
lication unavoidable,  we  have  used 
eveiry  exertion  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  resume  our  labours,  and  a  smaU 
unexpected  supply  of  paper  enables 
us  once  more  to  court  tibe  attention 
of  our  readers.  We  havefcequentljr 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
varying  the  sise,  shape,  and  very 
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colour  of  the  paper,  and  probably 
none  of  the  transitloiis  that  have 
marked  our  progress  have  been  more 
observable  than  in  the  present  in- 
stance. This  want  of  uniformity 
may  have  afforded  matter  of  com- 
plamt,  which  must  necessarily  give 
way  to  the  retiection  that  as  the  hue 
of  the  camelion  is  regulated  by 
accident,  so  have  we  been  tributary 
to  the  same  capricious  ruler.  To 
those  who  wish  to  preserve  our  num- 
bers, it  has  been  an  acknowledged 
inconvenience ;  but  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  all  our  eccentricities 
have  been  imposed  by  msurmount- 
aUe  necessity.     . 


Jvine  21«^. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Wednesday  arrived  his  im- 
perial majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Rndsia's  ship  Neva,  Captain  Hage- 
maister,  on  her  passage  to  the  isUmd 
Qf  JK&adjack,  on  the  N.W.  eoast  of 
America,  with  stores  for  the  use  of 
the  Russian  settlement  there.  She 
sailed  from  Cronstadt  the  2nd  of 
November  last,  and  from  Elsineur 
the  latter  end  of  the  same  month* 
The  10th  of  January  touched  at  St. 
Salvadore,  and  left  that  place  the 
9tii  of  March,  with  intention  to  go 
romid  Cape  Horn ;  but  being  too 
late  for  the  season,  called  here  to 
wood  and  water.  This  vessel  was 
one  of  tiie  two  that  were  expected 
to  call  here  in  1804,  on  discovery^ 
but  has  since  returned  to  Russia, 
and  is  now  on  her  second  voyage. 
The  officers  and  crew  are  in  good 
health.  She  is  a  handsome  vessel, 
nearly  400  tons,  and  carries  14  guns. 
Her  stay  will  be  but  short. 

Smied  on  Wednesday  for  Otaheite 
the  schooner  Paramatta,  Captain 
Glyn,  for  a  cargo  of  pork. 


Jtt/y  nth. 
The  name  of  the  man  who  was 


unhappily  killed  some  days  since  at 
Hawkesbury  by  the  breech  of  a 
mndcet  which  he  had  discharged, 
was  Henry  Abbott.  He  was  servant 
to  Mr.  Crossley  at  RicHraood.  The 
accident  was  no  less  shocking  than 
remarkable.  He  toofethepieceop 
to  fire  at  a  crow,  and  was  seen  to 
fall  as  soon  as  the  explosion  was 
made.  A  messenger  was  dis{)atehed 
to  the  Green  HiQs  for  surgical  a»« 
sistance,  and  Mr.  Surgeon  Mason 
arrived  with  wonderful  dispatch. 
The  head  of  the  unfortunate  maik 
was  dreadfully  shattered;  thebreedi 
penetrated  tiie  pericranium  and 
lodged  in  the  brain,  where  it  lay 
buried  for  upwards  of  two  hoars, 
during  which  the  poor  man  was 
never  heard  to  utter  a  groao,  but  as 
soon  as  it  was  extracted  he  spoke 
collectedly,  and  inquired  tdusther 
there  wot  any  hope  ?  but  his  case  ad- 
mitted '  none.  —  He  spoke  several 
times  after  with  much  precision, 
then  recited  the  greater  part  of  the 
multiplication  table,  and  in  about 
four  hours  expired* 


July  lOM. 

The  natives  report  their  having 
seen  the  body  of  a  man  among  the 
shoals  in  Botany  Bay,  about  twelve 
feet  under  water,  supposed  to  be  the 
body  of  the  late  George  Legg,  who 
was  unfortunately  drowned  near 
that  place  a  few  weeks  since. 


July  2&ih. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  Governor 
Phillip  did,  by  instructions  from  His 
Majesty's  ministers,  draw  two  lines 
of  demarkation  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sydney,  within  which,  no  leases  or 
grants  of  land  for  building  were  to 
be  given,  the  said  land  beuig  the 
property  of  the  crown,  —  And 
whereas,  a  number  of  houses  adja- 
cent to  Government  House,  to  its 
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great  annoyance,  now  occupied  by 
Damd  Dickhwm  Mtam,  Jbrahant 
JUmisden,  John  Ap^ey,  IViUiam  Kim- 
bei\  John  Sheay  Ferdinand  Meurani^ 
and  others,  within  the  said  limits, 
have  been  built  on  land  particularly 
marked  ont  as  making  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  governor's  residence ; 
the  governor  is  pleased  to  extend 
^he  notice  already  given  to  the  first 
day  of  November  nexl:,  at  which 
time  tiiey,  the  present  occupiers, 
are  required  and  directed  to  quit 
poMession  of  the  said  houses,  taking 
away  or  disposing  of  their  materials, 
the  said  grounds  bemg  wanted  for 
government  purposes.  His  Excel- 
lency the  governor  is  ready,  on  ap- 
plication to  that  effect,  to  grant 
permission  to  the  said  persons  to 
build  on  such  other  ground,  unoccu- 
pied, in  the  town  of  Sydney,  as  may 
not' interfere  with  his  arrangements 
on  that  head. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
£.  Qrifsin,  Sec. 
Government  House,  Sydney, 

July  23rd,  1807. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Yesterday  sailed   the  American 
brig  Hannah  and  Sally  for  Canton; 
for  which    market  she  has  taken 
ao,(H)6  seal  skins. 


Augugt9th. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Friday  arrived  the  Resource 


and  Venus  from  Kingstown.  Yesi. 
terday  morning  came  in  the  Hope 
from  thence  with '  several  tons  of 
fine  potatoes,  which  grow  there  in 
vast  abundanoe. 


August  16<A. 

Wednesday  last  being  tiie  anni« 
versary  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  birth,  it  was  ob- 
served as  a  holiday  throughout  the 
colony;  the  day  was  ushered  hi 
with  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  ro^fal 
standard  was  displayed  at  Fort 
Phillip,  and  all  the  shipping  in  the 
port  were  decorated  with  their 
colours.  At  twelve  the  New  Sonth 
Wales  Corps  -  fired  three  vollies^ 
which  were  followed  by  the  Sydney 
Loyal  Association ;  immediately  after 
which,  a  royal  salute  was  fired  from 
the  battery  at  Dawes's  Point,  and'at 
one  o'clock  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Porpoise,  and  several  merchant  ves- 
sets.  In  the  evening  Government 
House  was  illuminated,  and  every 
circumstance  concurred  in  evincmf  ' 
those  exalted  sentiments  of  respect 
and  attachment  to  a  virtuous  and 
accomplished  prince,  which  cha- 
racterise a  brave  and  independent 
people. 

On  Thursday  his  Excellency  gave 
an  elegant  supper  to  a  select  party 
of  officer^  and  other  gentlemen  and 
ladies^  that  day  completing  the  first 
year  of  hlft  government. 
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CHAPTER  XXV, 
Arrest  qf  Governor  Bligh. 

On  the  26th  of  January  (1808)  an  event  took 
place,  most  extraordinary  in  its  nature  and 
distressing  in  its  consequences.  Colonel  John^ 
8t!bn,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  marched  at  its  head  to  the  house 
of  the  governor,  and  put  him  under  a  sjtrict 
arrest.  This  transaction,  there  being  no  lieu- 
tenant-govempr  on  the  spot,  was  followed  by 
his  taking  upon  himself,  as  the  officer  higher 
in  rank,  the  government  of  the  colony.  H« 
also  immediately  suspended  the  judge-advocate, 
the  commissary,  the  chaplain,  the  provost* 
marshal  and  several  magistrates,  and  made 
some  new  appointments. 

A  proceeding  of  this  nature  is  not  adopted 
without  some  alleged  ground.  This  officer 
accordingly  assigned  the  reasons  of  his  conduct, 
in  a  letter  some  time  after  to  the  secretary,  of 
state.  He  had,  prior  to  the  event  in  question, 
written  to  the  commander-in-chief,  upon  what 
he  conceived  to  be  Mr.  Bligh's  treatment  of  the 
military. 
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A  considerable  partial  discontent  had  for 
some  time  existed  in  the  colony.  To  this, 
several  causes  ha4  contributed.  Amongst  the 
principal  of  these,  was  the  circumstance  of  the 
governor's  having  oifdered  several  Houses  to  be 
removed,  from  ground  which  had  originally 
been  set  apart  9s  govermit^qt  propeFty,*^-i@|id 
tliia  in  some  instances  Vi,  d^Qapoe  of  le^gi^ 
oflieially  granted  by  tb^  forvi^r  governicir. 
This  proceeding  wa^  reprefMSiitc^  by  Mi^*Gligb^'l 
opponents,  both  \vk  a  hgbt  Qf  qru^lty  ^nd  S4  a 
idcdation  of  private  property.  H^  W9s  further 
Fepresented  by  them  a^  having  tyrannipa^lj 
obstructed  the  legal  course  of  jusU^  both  in 
civil  and  criminal  m»t;ter»«  Tbey  ti^x^d  him 
in  general  with  an  aduAiislstrat^n  of  hi^  Qi$Q«i 
hansh  and  vexatious  beyond,  what  hajiiHv;^ 
nature  is  fornp^ed  tQ  beajf ;  ajad  they  a4d#d 
to  these  complaints  an  skc^u^ation^  \\^i  bjf 
manners  the  most  offensive  $M)d  ov^beaj^q^ 
he  had  disgusted  all  ranks  of  people^ 

As  the  subscsqwDtit.  trial  of  Qokmel  Jphoftnigi 
in  England,  nefpes^arily  |nyalve4  4Q  infi^^ 
into  Governor  Biigb's  QoiM^t,  it  would  be,  oj»t 
of  order  to  anticipate  4hie  r«^jt  Qf  that  Iptboriqw 
and  abte  inyestigaU<m«  A\  presf^nt^  we  mfty 
^ifierve  that  circunp^tanj^;  of  9Vf^9\l  CQn)paiF9r 
tive  importance^  have  sometimes  a  Very*4ifpi:0r 
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povtidited  dlR^tv  A  sdmptdow  regard  fbt  the 
ttghto  and  ifttef^ttf  of  oUiersi  to  dtecktedly  dod*- 
}»«hetid»  all  that  k  noMe  and  excellent  ur«inr 
litttur^)  that  '\\&  V^  a^liearatfiee  i»  vMufed  nort 
fd^  the  tMng  itsdf,  ad  a  prsfedsion  ef»  and 
hdttiage  to  this  great  pAficipie;  nor  is'  the 
absence  df  ^is  ^ppeamnd6  jdways  oompcn- 
m/bA.  by  th«  be^  iHtetttiiMM.  The  foibles  of 
ihib  quarter-deck  M&  ledSt  oifetisive  in  their 
proper  elenMSit;  yet  thd  grei^test  Aaval  ooia^ 
ittaader  that  eirer  eiist^d^  t&ooght  it  iteit 
«i«#orthy  the'  ofhi^  dts^nf^tiofis  of  his  gfloaioia 
life)  to  hav6  cettitribiited  by  his  esjMtti^lti  to 
neformth^ 

-  There  is,  b«i^  thi^/ei  ^pe»  of  forbear^ 
«^,  whicli  th6  seifiiB''  of  teidSikiiMl  soemr  to 
pMscribe^  as>  dsseoitial  to  tli^'  perfect  cdndoct  of 
itt  humtbi  ai^iird.  Tb6  adagd  which,  in  the 
kmgiiage  of  paradox,  makes  ^  Mgbest  jostiot 
to  be  the  Mghtise  injury,  k  tliof^ht  to  aosk  a 
gveat  truth ;  yet  it  i«fey»  ^  cas^  of  poi^it« 
r^lA :  but  when  w<e  tread  even-  for  a  moment 
llidse  doubtftil  i^iades  tbact  invtdlve  most  things^ 
ii;  i»  folt  with  augitieiited  forlos.  Mr.  BUgii's 
cKKMscaous-  k^legrity  might  stilt  ham  required 
tte  addition  of  that  spirit  of  iXMttiliation,  wfaiiBh 


ttfi^ift  put^  Ufe;^ 
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It  remains  to  mention  the  immediate  cause^ 
that  seems  to  have  led  to  these  distressing 
events^  and  which  may  be  considered  as  the 
spark  that  fell  upon  the  train  which  circum- 
stances had  already  prepared.  A  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  M^Arthur,  who  had  formerly 
been  an  officer  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  had,  in  consequence  of  the  encourage- 
ment held  out  at  one  period  to  the  military  to 
take  and  farm  allotments  of  land,  become  a 
settler.  Mr.  M^ Arthur  appears  to  have  with 
extreme  diligence  and  attention,  employed  a 
very  active  mind,  in  the  pursuit  of  almost 
every  object  that  could  tend  to  the  supply  pf 
those  wants,  to  which  a  young  colony •  under 
such  circumstances,  was  exposed.^  ^e  l^ad 
brought  his  allotment  into  a  state  of  uncommc»> 
cultivation,  he  had  increased  and  improy^ 
beyond  any  reasonable  hope,  the  several  soi;ts 
of  live  stock,  and  had  in  short  been  so  succQsisful 
in  a  variety  of  particulars,  as  to  attract  the 
notice  of  government  at  hpme.  On  his  rer 
visiting  England  he  was  examined  before  the 
privy  council,  with  a  view  more  especially  ^ 
the  quality  of  the  wool  which  had  been  pRo-. 
duced  on  his  lands,  and  which  was  now  con-- 
fiddered  as  a  national  object. ;  In  consequence 
of  this  examination  and  of  th^^ftiirther  inquiries 
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of  ministers,  he  was  presented  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  with  a  grant  of  five  thousand  acres  of 
Jand,  of  such  quality  and  in  such  situations,  as 
were  most  likely  to  promote  the  views  of  the/ 
legislature  with  respect  to  the  colony,  and  like-^ 
wise  no  doubt  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
fexertions,  which  had  contributed  eminently  to 
relieve  it  vfrom  its  abject  state  of  miserable 
dependence,  for  even  common  necessaries,  arid 
also  to  open  further  prospects  of  the  most 
encouraging  kiiid. 

Mr.  M* Arthur  had  been  part  owner  of  a- 
Vessel,  tha;t  traded  to  Otaheite  for  salted  pork 
an^  other  objects  for  the  supply  of  the  colony. 
At  a  time  that  this  vessel  was  lying  at  Sydney, 
it  seems  that  he  received  a  summons  from  Mr. 
Atkins,  the  judge-advocate,  to  appear  before 
him,  to  answer  a  charge  on  the  part  of  the 
creV  of  this  vessel,  of  withholding  from  them 
their  wages ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they 
-  alleged  that  they  had  been  compelled  to 
break  through  the  port  orders,  by  comjng  on 
shore  without  a  special  order.  To  this,  the 
party  summoned  returned  an  answer  in  writing, 
explAnatory  of  his  conduct  in  the  matter  in 
question.  It  appears,  that  he  had  given  due 
notice  to  the  seamen,  of  their  dismission  from 
his  service,  the  vessel  being  in  a  state  of  deten- 
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t|Qi|j  \^  cQApequ^nce  of  a  ooQvict^^  having 
Q9pap04  ip  her  to  Otaheite^  and  thq  forfeiture  of 
t^  ^m\  bpn4  t>eing  glaiijiedt  He  neglected 
however  a  lit^riil  obedience  to  the  $uramoQi^ 
by  %ppeari|f>g  in  person.  This  was  ponstrvi^^ 
if^o  ap  ^ct  of  ooQtump^cy,  which  goipe  attribute 
t;o  Bf  fe^Ung  of  person«|.l  resentmept  l^owards  tha 
gcrv^i^or.  The  touching^  uppu  tjii?  point,  fprpci^ 
ippf  iptp  9.B  antifiip9.tiqB  of  some  circum^t^ncest 
^^t  werp  ftfterwardp  adduped  iipon  Col<wi4 
Johnston'strial.  It  was  there  stated  to  thpcQurt, 
^a^U  Mn  M'Artlinr  had  n^et  the  governor^  not 
l(»pg  %f{^v  his  atriyai  in  the  polony,  at  tl)9 
^Qus^  of  the  former  governor  (KingX  fua4 
f#p^t^ly  invitinig  him  to  ttiHe  a  view  pf  ^ 
ipiprpverpents  on  bia  estate,  p^rtieulariy  m  to 
pbftt  regarded  the  prodwction  of  wool^^  wbioll 
hsd  already  be^n  eongidered  m  a  naUonal 
object  de^erviiiig  pf  the  notice  ^f  His  Mibr 
i^ly's.  government^  the  applicatiofi  wai^  tr^tel 
by  Mr-  Bligh  with  a  Qoarsenege,  mdone^^  and 
^ming  hostility,  the  more  galling,  as  thjg  ffff^ 
SQi^  in  question  bad  rather  hoped,  that  b>s  e;awr^ 
Ucif^  a$  a  eultivf^tor  and  colonist,  were  ^ititM 
M  prois^  and  encowagemeat,  and  he  waa  of 
^i^irse.  iviprepared  for  so  mortifying  a  repube. 
With  vyha^t  justice  his  conduct  on  the  occashm 
of  the  §uiiwnpBs  ww^  in  cossocpenee  pf  thote 
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or  any  oth«r  dimmiUBtances,  attributBd  to  p«r- 
s^al  ^elittgd  xnatured  into  a  i^irit  of  0{^k»i- 
tiob  to  the  authority  of  the  governor,  is  bert 
kfidWn  to  the  individual  himself.  Such  a 
ifiotive,  as  t^fidiog  to  obstruct  the  public  ad- 
itiiui^tr&tioi^  of  the  ^loAy,  would  not  be  defen* 
4h\e.  It  taiM  ht  OWi^  however^  that  his 
tkinple  aiid  dispassionate  letter  to  the  judgo- 
adVd64te>  (pfOdUc^  also  On  the  trial,)  does  not 
jkvour  ifUdh  a  cObdusion.  Be  this  as  it  may,  a 
warrant  WM  is^nicfd  agdltisl  him  by  the  judges 
advocate.  Th6  pfodttmion  of  this  warrant, 
al  his  hoU^>  I&te  at  night  and  in  the  midst  of 
lAi  fdmllyj  Apipe&rs  to  bavn  b^en  a  great  sur-' 
|M^e  upoii  his  feeliii^,  which  he  considered  it 
^  pointedly  int^ded  to  wound.  He  expressed 
Mmself  oil  the  occasion,  itith  strong  Amotions 
•f  resentmeiit,-  and  ^ven  treated  the  warranty 
(with  whidh  h^  refhs^  €ompliande>,  as  an 
in^l  intetfeU-euce  with  his  piivate  concerns; 
H6  Wft^  however  arrest^  upon  a  second  oii^ 
itk  ih«  toWin  bf  Sydney,  and  on  the  25th  of 
January,  wa^  brought  htfSbf&  the  judge-advo» 
edtf^  atld  ^  six  officers,  who  Were  assembled 
W  form  th^  criminal  €ourt.  Mr*  M'Artfaii# 
ftaw  dl^^ct^d  to  ther  ^mpetehey  of  the  judgi^ 
adv<Mjftfe,  fa  fim  case  before  them^  on  the  {jrifl* 
ciplfer  ^  M$  tiOflyoerii^  an  invetemtif  mmi^ 
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towards  him.  He  stated  specifically  the  grounds 
of  this  objection,  which  he  pressed  them  tg 
receive  in  writing.  He  observed  that  the 
judge-advocate,  uniting  the  character  of  juror 
Math  thatof  judge,  was  in  reason  subject  to  the 
laws  of  challenge.  On  this  topic  he  dwelt 
with  considerable  information,  as  it  regarded, 
junors  in  general,  and  succeeded  in  persuading 
his  hearers,  that  even  in  the  case  of  a  judge- 
advocate,  the  inconvenience  now  complained 
of,  could  not  be  without  its  legal  remedy.  The 
judge*advocate,  who  had  sworn  in  the  six  offir 
cers  but  had  not  yet  been  sworn  in  by  them^ 
vehemently  contended  against  the  entertaining 
of  any  such  objections  or  documents,  suggesting 
at  the  same  time  that  without  him  they  were 
no  court,  and  must  of  course  act  wholly 
without  authority.  The  officers  however^: 
overruled  this  objection,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the-  arguments  advanced  by  Mr. 
M'Arthur,  applied  to  the  governor  for  a  super- 
session of  the  judge-advocate  in  this  particular 
cause.  The  governor  denied  his  possessing 
any  authority  to  ipomply  with  their  demand. 
The  judge-advocate,  at  the  same  time,  pre- 
sentied  a  memorial  against  them,  (the  officers), 
on  the  ground  of  their  proceeding  being  a 
treasiHiable  offence.     The  governor  summoned 
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them  to  appear  before  him.  Mr.  M'Arthur, 
who  had  before  been  bailed^  was  next  morning 
committed  to  prison.  A  belief  now  became 
prevalent,  that  this  affair  had  arrived  at  a  stage, 
which  considering  the  opposition  of  sentiments, 
between  the  governor  and  the  six  officers,, 
would  certainly  affect  the  personal  liberty  of 
these  latter.  The  commandant  of  the  troops^ 
who  had  been  confined  for  some  time  at  a  few 
miles  distance  by  an  accident,  at  this  crisis 
entered  the  town,  where  he  found  every  thing, 
as  he  afterwards  alleged,  in  a  state  of  ferment 
and  confusion,  and  himself  surrounded  by  the 
clamours  of  a  number  of  individuals,  amongst 
whom  were  several  of  the  civil  officers,  impor-^ 
tuning  him  to  put  the  governor  in  arrest 
With  these  importunities,  he,  as  we  have  seen, 
complied. 
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May  mh^  1808. 


OENCltAL  ORD£RS. 
C^fm  and  oxen  tiill  be  deli? ered 
at  Panutatta,  on  Friday  tiie  2CKii 
instant,  to  those  persons  who  have 
put  wheat  into  His  Majesty^t  stoKi 
for  the  purchase  of  live  »tock« 
^  By  command  of  his  honor 
the  Ueotenant-fovemor, 
John  WAtstuvn^ 
Sectetaty  to  the  Colony. 
Sydney,  May  isth,  l$08. 

tVlMit  seHs  at  Sydney  ttooi  lOtf. 
to  Uf .  per  haabeL 

The  canse  of  gnun  prodndag 
sndi  excellent  prieei  at  this  thn«  ^ 
the  year,  after  so  feyourable  a  har<» 
Tttt  as  the  last,  is  however  itr  a 
nreat  measure  to  be  accounted  for 
trom  its  great  consumption,  com- 
pared  with  former  seasons.  In- 
stead of  121bft.  of  wheat,  which 
was  the  former  weekly  issue  to 
thoa^  ▼ictnaMed  from  the  stiiiu,  the 
present  issue  amounts  to  ISlbs. 
which  consequently  must  occasion  a 
weekly  consumption  of  one  half 
more,  a  circumstance  very  favour- 
able to  the  growers. 

The  next  Gazette  will  contam  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  vessels  that 
have  taken  place  since  the  SOth  of 
August  last,  from  which  date  the 
publication  has  been  suspended. 

Vo  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
the  very  beneficial  consequences 
that  must  accrue  from  the  general 
diatribution  made  by  government  of 
breeding  cattle,  in  exchange  for  the 
produce  of  the  ground.  We  may 
now  look  forward  to  the  comforts 
derived  from  a  proper  attention  to 
the  dairy ;  and  u  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  cattle,  and  consequently  of 


all  the  species  at  aalural  fMd,  is  U 
be  effected,  this  tertainly  mast  bet 
COttfeidered  the  fflo&t  likely  m^afis  of 
prodttaing  so  datii-abla  a  chaa^ 

6HIP  NEWS. 
Oft  Tuesday  the  ResotifCe  ^^th- 
meat  vessel  came  in  with  coals  iad 
cedar  from  Htmter's  Rivei-.  $fi« 
brought  accounts  of  the  arHval 
there  of  the  fly  MatAii  vessel,  m 
Monday  the  2nd  instant,  with  te 
loss  of  three  of  her  crew  out  6f  flVi$, 
who  were  murdered  by  the  coast 
natives  at  Batemah's  Bay  a  fiktf  dayi 
before.  The  Fly  tailed  from  tkenca 
for  Kangaroo  uiand  some  weekf 
since ;  but  being  overtaken  by  bid 
Weather  and  Contrary  ^ndtf,  "WM 
obliged  to  take  shelter  in  Bateman't 
Bay,  and  t6  send  on  Hhore  for  HMelf. 
Three  unfortunate  persons  1rhos« 
fhte  It  was  to  ikll  under  the  barbari^ 
of  the  natives,  were  sent  on^  fth4i^ 
With  8  cask,  having  tnrevidusly  af- 
rangeda  mode  of  recelnng'an  alarm 
from  the  vessel,  in  Case  of  obvioiii 
danger,  by  the  discharge  of  a  musket. 
Shortly  after  they  landed,  a  body  of 
natives  assembled  about  the  boat, 
and  a  musket  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged from  the  vessel — ^the  unfor- 
tunate men  returned  precipitately 
to  their  boat,  without  any  obstruc- 
tion from  the  natives,  but  had  no 
sooner  put  off  from  the  shore  than  a 
flight  of  spears  was  thrown,  which 
was  continued  until  thethree  fell  from 
their  oars.  The  savages  immediately 
took  and  manned  the  boat,  and  with 
a  number  of  canoes  prepared  to 
attack  the  vessel ;  which  narrowtf 
escaped  their  fury  by  cutting  the 
cable,  and  standing  out  to  sea.  Hie 
names  of  the  mui^ered  men  were, 
Charles  Freeman,  Themas  BIy,  and 
Robert  Cioodlet. 
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OowBrnor  Hnnter  tailed  for  Hobart 
'Fttini,  tri«h  1006  bushdt  t€  wheat 
IW  go^enuneBt. 

We  have  ooee  nore  the  aatisfae- 
tim  of  rendering  oar  aenriees  to  the 
pttUic.    We  have  had  repeatedly 
te  lament  the  necessity  of  Tying 
with  the   camelioB  in  change   of 
oolonr,  and  of  being  compelled  to 
rival  the  prophetic  eon  of  Oceanoa, 
in  the  frequency  of  change  that  has 
been  given  to  onr  shape.    To  neces- 
alty  we  cannot  dictate.    As  senrants 
olthe  pvbliCy  assiduity  is  onr  duty, 
and  commendation  onr  hoped  re- 
vard.    A  supply  of  paper  guaran- 
tees the  promise  of  a  continuance  of 
tUs  publication,  until  other  arriTals 
may  take  place;  and  should  our 
adverse  destinies  to  any  great  length 
of  time  protract  so  desirable  an 
event,  we  hope,  nevertheless,  in  all 
Ae  Mvely  tints  with  which  the  Chi- 
nese favour  us  in  their  paper,  still 
la  prosecute  our  labours,  until  re- 
leoftmg  fate  shall  put  a  period  to  our 
vielssitttdes.  This  Gazette  is  printed 
npon  a  half  sheet  of  demy;  tiie 
pages  made  up  to  the  very  extent  of 
ent  press :— and  witiiont  hesitation 
vra  Inve  to  observe,  that  the  present 
two  pages,  eonmressed  as  the  matter 
ii^  contain  fully  as  much  as  four 
pages  of  pot  folio,  to  which  size  we 
adhered  tor  several  months.    We 
have  now  likewise  to  remark,  that 
as  inactivity  is  the  parent  of  embar- 
rassment, we  find    it    needful    to 
deviate  from  the  fenner  mode  of 
coflectinff  the  subscription  money ; 
whkh  wiU  be  appHed  fbr  mcmtfaly 
instead  of  qnarteriy :  the  terms  three 


shillings  upon  die  deKvery  of  every 
And  as  the  price  of 
i  to  be  very  exorbi- 


ionrth  paper.  And  as  the  price  of 
paper  is  known  to  be  very  exorbi- 
iaiit,  we  reqnest  that  all  arrears  of 


Mhscription  may  be  paid  ui>  m  the 
eenrse  of  the  nresent  month,  in  order 
tiiat  we  may  oe  enabled  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  first  arrival,  by  a  first 
purcluise,  instead  of  being  reduced 
la  thi^neces^ef  «Hi»  tP  a  second 
w  thivi msffcet;  m  mich  caae  w^ 


ahall  have  an  oppoi  liud^of  redncilig 
the  subscription. 

An  letters,  orders,  and  advertise- 
ments will  be  received  at  tha 
Shakespeare. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensvbif 
week  W.  Lawson,  Esq. 

Assise  of  bread  until  Satorday 
next,  wheaten  bread  9d.  and  house-  * 
hold  5d.  per  loaf. 


PIRATICAL  8Ef20R£ 

OF  TVB 

BRIO  HARRINGTON* 
On  Monday  morning  last  this 
vessel  was  missed  from  her  anchor- 
age in  Farm  Cove,  which  was  di- 
rectly in  view  of  Captain  Campbelf  s 
house  there.  Between  eight  and 
nine  the  captain  reported  the  extra* 
ordinary  circumstance  to  his  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor,  who  issued 
immediate  orders  for  a  search  to  be 
made  to  discover  whether  any  of  the 
convict  workmen  were  absent;  the 
result  of  which  was ,  that  one  3tewart» 
and  several  others  had  not  joihed 
their  work' that  morning.  Upon 
further  inquiry  it  next  appeared, 
that  a  vessel  had  been  seen  at  dsnr- 
light  from  South  Head,  standing  off; 
firom  which  joint  circumstances^  no 
fbrther  doubt  was  to  be  entertained 
of  her  having  been  taken  away  by  « 
body  of  desperadoes.  A  smaU  vessel 
called  the  Halcyon,  was  manned 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  with  ten  pri- 
vates of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,, 
.  commanded  by  Serjeant  Windsor^ 
was  towed  out  to  pursne  the  delin- 
quents,  accompanied  by  a  fleet  ojf 
boats,  filled  with  other  parties  of  tike* 
military  and  a  number  of  oiSceit 
and  inhabitants  who  volnnteeroud  on 
the  occasion;  but  so  dead  was  the 
cahn'  that  prevailed  within  the 
Heads^  that  it  was  dark  before  tid^a 
Halcyon  coi^d  make  any  kind  ef 
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progress,  and  the  smiQl  boats  were 
obliged  to  put  back;  the  Harrington 
being  then  out  of  sight  for  many 
hours.  Between  three  and  four  in 
tiie^  afternoon  Mr.  Fisk,  chief  officer 
of  the  Harrington,  arrived  with  the 
hands  belonging  to  her,  in  two  boats, 
who  jointly  report,  that  about  ten  on 
Sunday  night,  while  the  vessel  was 
riding  at  two  anchors,  the  ship'H 
company  being  in  bed  within  the 
steerage,  Mr.  Fisk  was  suddenly 
awaked  in  his  cabin  by  two  men  at 
his  bed-side,  one  of  whom  held  a 
pistol  to  his  head,  and  commanded 
lum  to  be'  silent,  on  pain  of  instant 
death ;  that  others  had  proceeded  in 
tiie  same  manner  to  the  steerage ; 
unshipped  the  rudder,  and  menaced 
also  with  immediate  death  the  6r8t 
^t  should  offer  to  make  any  alarm ; 
that  the  villains  appeared  to  be  very 
numerous,  that  they  cut  away  both 
anchors,  and  towed  the  vessel  out ; 
and  that  at  about  seven  in  the 
morning,  when  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  at  sea,  they  had  ordered  Mr. 
Fisk  and  the  crew  to  go  on  deck, 
one  by  one,  in  which  order  they 
were  pot  into  two  boats,  and  sent 
away  from  the  vessel.  Captain 
Campbell,  Who  was  owner  as  well  as 
commander  of  the  vessel,  had  in- 
tended to  sail  for  the  Fejees  during 
the  present  week ;  and  had  pro.- 
▼ided  all  necessaries  for  the  voyage. 
The  whole  of  Monday  being  em- 
ployed in  a  pursuit  that  proved  in- 
e0ectual,  the  Pegasus  was  the  next 
day  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of 
following ' the  delinquents;  but  as 
she  had  only  her  standing  rigging 
up,  much  exertion  was  necessary  to 
tiie  emergency  of  the  case.  The 
government  artificers  and  indeed 
every  hand  that  could  be  usefully 
employed  were  immediately  set  to 
work;  and  with  such  wonderful 
energy  was  it  prosecuted,  that  in 
less  tiian  twenty-four  hours  she  was 
equipped,  and  lumished  with  water 
and  provisions,  several  carriage  guns, 
many  stands  of  arms,  sufficient  bal-. 
last,  and  every  thing  else  necessary 
for  the  expedition. .  On  Wednesday 
afternoon  she  went  out,  having  on 


board  Captain  Symoods,  Capt^ 
Bunker  with  his  first  and  aeeontf 
officers,  Captain  Graham,  and  Gs^ ' 
tain  Campbell,  Mr.  Fisk,  and  part  «f 
the  Harrington's  crew,  the  militaiy 
detachment  consisting  of  Serjeants 
Johns  and  Stadley,  two  corporals  r 
and  twenty  privates,  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's New  South  Wales  Corps.  It 
is  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that  tiie 
gentlemen  above  mentioned  are  weU 
acquainted  with  the  navigatum  of 
these  seas,  which  must  give  them  a 
considerable  advantage  over  the 
fugitives,  who  have  neither  an 
anchor,  boat,  or  time-piece  on  boatd^ 
and  to  procure  which  they  must  of 
necessity  commitsome new  enormity, 
which  may  tend,  in  all  probabiU^) 
to  their  immediate  capture,  sfaoaid 
the  Pegasus  not  come  up  with  theai' 
beforehand.  It  is  supposed  th^ 
intent  is  to  run  away  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  attempt-* 
iug  the  seizure  of  the  American 
brig  EliziBi,  which  sailed  thither  the 
22ud  of  last  month  from  hence,  as 
they  might  thereby  supply  tbetf 
wants,  and  at  the  same  time  make 
themselves  masters  of  all  the  specie 
Captain  Coley  took  for  his  cargo  at 
this  port  Should  this  turn  out  to 
be  their  plan,  the  Pegasus  will,  we 
trust,  soon  fall  in  with  them,  as  there 
is  much  reason  to  suppose  that 
Captain  Camj^bell  will  make  this  the 
first  part  of  ms  pursuit. 


.    May2mh. 

TO  BE  LET,  with  immediate  pos- 
session, 
A  complete  blacksmith's  shop,sitDat» 
in  Back  Row  East,  containing  two 
capital  forges  with  bellows  and  ap- 
paratus complete,  large  anvil,  aiid 
aU  other  requisites. — ^)Por  particulars 
af|ply  to  John  Colles,  No.  %4,  in  tiie 
said  Row. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Salted   on  Wednesday  raoratBg 
the  ship  City  of  EdinhBigb,  fiw 
Norfolk  Ishmd,  to  aid  in  removing 
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til«  aetttentoHoUitoiitlM  River 
'lDi«twent}  for  which  latter  place 

die  had  on  hoard  S60  tierces  of  salt 
.pfoiviaioDSy  and  a  quantity  of  slop 

slothing. 


JtmSth. 

TO   BE  S01J3   BY    PRIVATE 

CONTRACT, 
^ax  fanns  in  the  district  of  '^(mcord, 
contiguous,  in  the  whole  285  acres, 
.with  a  good  dwelling-house,  harn, 
,'stable,  stock-houses,  and  a  capital 
stock  yard;  two  acres  of  garden 
ground  enclosed,  in  high  cultivation, 
well  stocked  mth  fruit  trees,  cliiefly 
orauges,  lemons,  and  apples,  and 
twelve  acres  of  orchard,  partly 
•locked  with  fruit  trees. — Also  20 
cows  in  calf.  Any  person  inclined 
to  purchase  the  above  are  desired  to 
make  application  to  O.  Howe. 

TIN  MANUFACTORY. 
G.  Dowling  begs  leave  to  inform  the 
nnUic  that  all  articles  in  the  above 
i^ranch  may  be  purchased  of  him  at 
unusually  low  prices.— All  orders  for 
articles  not  made  up  will  be  com- 
plied with  at  a  short  notice,  and  in 
a  neat  and  durable  manner. 

'      TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
The  Juvenile  Essay  cannot  obtain 

a  place  at  present,  on  apcount  of  its 
^  extreme  length. — We  nevertheless 
^  acknowledge  our  obligation  to  the 

young  performer. 

BIRTH. 

,  Ob  Thursday  evening  the  lady  of 

John  M<  Arthur,  Esq.  of  a  daughter. 


JuM  12tK 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
week,  Otptain  Abbott. 

Assiae  of  bread  as  before. 

Yesterday  a  bench  of  magistrates 
assembled,  before  whom  appeared— 


James  Tracey,  for  abfenting. him- 
self firom  his  master  early  in  May, 
and  coutinning  absent  until  within  a 
few  days  since.  The  prisoner  stated, 
that  he  had,  in  company  vdth  two 
others  set  out  to  cross  the  mountains 
in  quest  of  a  hitherto  undiscovered 
settlement ;  the  chimerical  existence 
of  which  has  proved  fatal  to  many 
ignorant  and  credulous  adventurers ; 
that  they  had  crossed  three  ridget 
of  mountains ;  that  they  subsisted 
during  their  absence  upon  flour,  with 
a  small  quantity  of  which  they  had 
equipped  themselves,  mixed  vrith 
water.  His  master  was  present  at 
the  examination,  and  gave  the  pri- 
soner a  character  which  weiehed 
with  the  bench  in  mitigation  of  tiie 
punishment  which  his  offence  of  ab- 
sconding from  his  labour,  mustotilMS^ 
wise  have  drawn  upon  him ;  but  as 
it  was  necessary  at  the  same  time  by 
example  to  deter  others  from  sunUar 
misdeeds, he  was  sentenced. to  one 
hundred  lashes. 

SHIP  NEWS. 

On  Wednesday  arrived  the  Santa 
Anna,  Captain  Moody,  from  Norfolk 
Island,  where  she  arrived  the  10th 
ultimo,  after  an  absence  of  two 
months  and  eighteen  days,  haidng 
been  driven  considerably  to  the 
northward,  and  encountered  muc^ 
bad  weather. 

.  By  Capt  Moody  we  are  informed, 
that  His  Majesty's  scliooner  Estri* 
mina  had  sailed  from  Norfolk  Island 
the  1 0th  ultimo,  with  as  many  settien 
as  she  could  take,  for  the  River 
Derwent ;  and  that  upwards  of  forty 
families,  with  iheir  stock  and  bag* 
gage  were  getting  in  readiness  to 
embark  on  board  the  City  of  Edin- 
burgh, as  soon  as  she  should  arrive ; 
which  will  sensib^^  diminish  the 
present  remaining  number  of  iidm« 
bitants  of  the  island,  the  total  evacu- 
ation of  which  will  now  shortiy  b^ 
accomplished.  The  last  maize  crop 
there,  is  reported  to  have  been  very 
favouitUti  though  thtpiiea  of  tiiat 


Digitized 


by  Google 


SIS 


•mt  Hlsi^fftV  <yt 


f^Ioild* 


ipedcs  of  grai»  tttoi  fb«  tfbove 
.tessf}  eame  a^^,  Wai  7«.  n  bushel, 
aad  nvheat  eoosideraUy  Mgher. 

Tbe  Americas  brig  iSift,  Capfatm 
'Cdmt,  had  touched  at  Norfolk,  and 
MOfA  for  fbe  Fejees  the  Idth 
iritfauo. 

J0HN  WAIDRON, 
Rope  Maker, 
Begs  fcav«  respeetftilly  to  infonii 
ownen  and  conmiaiiders  of  ▼essefo, 
that  he  intends  immediately  to  com- 
laence  hisr  said  business  (to  which  he 
traa  regnlariy  bred)  on  an  extensive 
scale;  as  also  that  of  twine-spinnittg ; 
Ihv  the  performance  of  which  he  has 
pforided  implemeRts,  and  is  now 
veady  to  accomplish  any  order  with 
wftlcb  he  may  be  IhTonied. 

8<eteral  penonsr  have  absconded 
Hn&m  the  settlement  at  RingstimiV, 
-WBtMt  of  whom  are  notbrfoisf  cha- 
racters. 


Jh^Snf. 

Sydney. -^SHtiBg'  magtstrate  for 
4te  ensuing'  wec^,  Captain  Abbott. 

SHIP  NEWS. 

Oh  Thursday  arrived  ftom  Kings's 

Idand  the  schooner  Endeavour,  trith 

1400  seal  skins,  and  GOO  sea  ele- 

phwfi  teediy  the  hitter  of  wMch 


are  siff d  tat  be  ftt  msH  etftufkradhi 
among  the  natitev  of  Che  Pejee«. 

A  setfler  at  the.  Field  of  Mais 
informs  us,  that  between  set ^n  autd 
eight  on  Friday  morning  a  Ihll  of 
snow  took  place  near  the  Bmah 
Farm,  but  ohsolved  as  soon  as  it 
reached  the  ground. 


In  many  parihr  <if  the  setfleiheiit 
the  ifHieat  sowhig^  for  tfre  next  crop 
Is  finished,  and  thne  will  now  lie 
found  for  threshing  for  preiMift 
supply^  Seed  put  in  durhig  tfte 
wliole  ef  May  i«  for  the  most  pai^ 
in  a  very  promising  state,  and  hi 
some  instanccii  lutfaer  tdoforw^Kiv. 


Jicly24«A. 

SRfP  N£WS. 
On  PYfdlay  retumfed*  the  PeMMM, 
after  an  un^ucce^sfal  crutze  of  nhie 
weeks  in  search:  of  ike'  HarriUgtOO. 
She-  was  last  c/S^  Tongataboo,  tuA 
returned  by  the  way  of  New  Cale- 
donia ;  having  fbr  some  week«  pitft 
felt  severely  a  scarcity  of  provisions,^  ^ 
as  she  took  on  board  only  *  siiifi- ' 
ciencyfor  six:  weeks  fbr  fifty  men^ 
and  the  actual  number  were  fiftf- 
e^t;faichiding'aieiiianilrfdHk» 
meut: 


Digitized 


by  Google 


S19 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

Arrival  of  jA€utenMVt4Slw>ernor  Fo^^emuti 

On  the  38tb  of  July  Lieutenant -Grov»nor 
Colonel  Foveaux  arrived  in  the  colcmyr  EEe 
was  on  his  way  to  take  on  him  the  govemmeiKt 
of  Norfolk  Island^  and  was  ignorant  of  the 
events  that  had  passed  at  Sydney.  He  now 
took  on  him  the  government  of  New  South 
Wales,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Johnston. 

Governor  Bligh,  who  had  been  confined  in 
his  house,  with  the  permisi^on  of  only  some^ 
times  walking  in  the  garden  attended  by  a 
military  guards  was  still  continued  under  arrest. 
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Sydney  Gazette ;  or,  New  South  Wales  Jdvertiser, 
August  7th,  1808. 


SHIP,  NEWS. 
OfilSmiday  laat  t|^  Ms  Fox  was] 
got  afloat,  after  remaiDing  under 
water  since  the  night  of  Wednesday 
the  20th  ultimo,  when  she  was,  dis- 
coverfifd  to  be  on  tire  between  decks, 
a  little  after  s^yen  in  the  eveniog. 
bat  beu9g  scnttled,  she  filled  and 
went  down  before  ten.  In  the  con- 
'Vision  that  prevailed  a  young  man 
was  d|owned,  whose  body  was  found 
'floating  on  Friday* 


AtlgUMt  l«h, 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Monday  last  sailed  the  Albion 
whaler  for  the  fishery.    Yesterday 
sailed  the  Dundee  for  the  Fejees,  to 
ptopnre  sandal-wood  for  China. 


Sepiemberinth, 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
lieutenant-Govemor  Fo  veaux  has 
directed  Ensign  A.  C.  H.  YiUiers,  of 
tho  New  South  Wales  Corps,  to  hold 
lumself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to 
Newcastle,  to  take  the  command  at 
that  settlement  Ensign  Villiers  is 
appointed  a  magistrate  for  the 
county  of  Northumberland. 
Head  Quarters,  Sept  11, 1808. 

lieutenant-Govemor  Foveauxhas 
been  pleased  to  appoint  Lieutenant 
£•  Lord,  of  the  Royal  Mariuesyto  be 
a  magistrate  in  the  county  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, in  the  settlement  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-Oo- 
vemor  Collins,  at  Van  Dieman's 
Land. 
Head  Quartert,  Sept,  l\  1806. 


.  September  lUk. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Thursday  sailed  the  ship  Aok, 
^Captain  Broolu,  for  England,  with  a 
cargo  of  oil  and  skim. 


October  2nd. 

Aytoung  woinan  of  good  character, 
and  without  incumbrance,  being  de- 
airons  of  regtuming  to  Great  Britain, 
would  be  happy  to  engage  as  servant 
to  a  lady,  or  to  take  3ie  charga  of  a 
child  or  two  on  the  i>assage.-^Will 
have  no  oljection  to  nimish  her  own 
provisions. — A  line  to  A.  B.  left  at 
the  house  of  G.  Howe,  will  bt 
punctually  attended  to* 


October  2^rd. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Sunday  last  arrived  the  l|iif 
Elizabeth  from  the  Fejees,  with 
about  120  tons  of  sandal  woodj 
having  lost  four  of  her  crew,  who 
were  murdered  by  the  natives  of* 
those  islands. 


November  &h* 

Some  of  the  settlers  at  RiclmioDd 
viill  beghi  to  reap  in  about  a  fbri- 
night;  the  wheat,  looka  renuurkal^jf 
well,  and  Is  ex^cte^  to  yield  i ' 
dantly. 
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NooemUr  lUh. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Od  Wednesday  arrived  the  City 
of  EdiDburgh,  Captain  Pattison, 
from  Norfolk  Island  abd  iiobart 
Town.  She  sailed  from  hence  the 
25th  of  May  for  Norfolk  I»1and,  and 
reached 4 1  the  5th  of  June,  but  was 
blown  oif  for  several  weeks,  during 
which  she  sprung  her  fore-yard. 
From  Nortblk  Island  she  sailed  with 
:i6i  passengers,  with  their  property, 
lor  Hobart  Town,  where  she  arrived 
the  5th  of  October. 


Nowmber  20th, 

William  Nash,  a  fine  boy  abont 
thirteen  years  of  age,  died  a  few 
days  since  at  the  Nepean,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bite  of  a  snake,  which 
was  almost  immediately  succeeded 
by  a  lethargy,  in  which  state  he 
lived  sevei'al  honrs. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Wednesday  arrived  the  Speke, 
from  England,  with  ninety-seven 
female  prisoners,  in  a  healthy  state, 
having  lost  only  one  on  the  passage. 
Arrived  also,  passengers  in  the  same 
ship.  Captain  Porteus,  Lieutenant 
Oxley,  Mr.  Surgeon  McMillan,  of 
Kis  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise,  and 
Mr.  Harris,  a  private  gentleman. 


December  llth, 

lieutenant-Governor  Foveanx  in- 
tending to  di8tribute  two  hundred 
cows  amongst  the  settlers, and  others 
cultivating  farms,  at  the  rate  of  28Z. 
per  head  in  exchange  for  wheat  at 
10s.  per  bushel,  for  the  use  of  go- 
vemn^ent;  such  persons  as  wish  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  arrange- 
ment, are  desired  to  send  a  return 
tu^the  acting  commissary,  of  the 
number  they  mean  to  apply  for. 
The  distribution  will  commence  as 
soon  as  a  quantity  of  wheat  sufficient 


for  the  pqrchaie  of  fifty  head  shall 
be  taken  in ;  but  no  cattle  will  ba 
issued  to  any  person  whatever,  who 
does  not  produce  the  storekeeper's 
receipt  for  the  wheat ;  and  care  will 
be  taken  that  none  but  good  breed- 
ing cows,  and  such  as  may  prove 
serviceable  fo  tlie  purchasers,  wtU 
be  disposed  of  upon  tlie  occasion. 
By  command  of  his  honor 

the  lieutenant-governor, 
James  Finucanb,  Sec 
Head  Quarters,  Sydney^ 
December  Srd^  1808. 


December  ISth, 

COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  JURIS- 
DICTION. 
On  Tlnirsday  morning  at  ten  the 
court  assembled,  when  Mr..  George 
Sutter,  of  Baulkham  Hills,  settler, 
was  placed  at  the  bar,  and  indicted^ 
for  having  'directed  to  His  Honor 
the  lieutenant-governor  a  letter, 
containing  certain  contumelious  ex- 
pressions, with  intent  to  bring  into 
contempt  his  honor's  authority  in 
this  territory,  &c.  The  indictment 
being  gone  through  and  Mr.  Sutter 
called  upon  to  plead,  he  replied, 
"  Gentlemen,  I  deny  the  legality  of 
.**  this,  court;  you  may  do  with 
"  myself  as  you  please ;  my  unfor- 
"  tanate  wife  and  family  I  leave  to 
^*  the  mercy  of  God,  until  peace 
"  shall  be  restored  in  the  colony : 
*<  I  have  nothing  more  to  say."  ITie 
judge-advocate  then  addressed  the 
prisoner  as  follows: — "  Mr.  Sutter, 
"  you  are  called  upon  to  plead  to 
**  your  indictment;  and  whatever 
"  you  may  have  to  ofler  in  your 
"  defence  will  be  attentively  consi- 
*^  dered.  I  again  ask;  Are  you 
"  guilty  or  not  guilty?"  Prisoner 
— ^*'  Sir,  all  that  I  have  to  say  I  have 
**  already  said.  I  deny  the  legality 
"  of  this  court.  My  allegiance  is 
**  due  to  Governor  Bligh,  and.Go- 
•*  vernor  Bligh  alone;  and  every 
**  drop  of  blood  within  my  veins 
"  prevents  me  from  ever  acknow- 
**  ledging  the  legalityof  this  court. 
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M  Yon  may  do  with  me  as  yon  think 
**  proper/'  Judge-advocate — "  Mr. 
"  Sutter,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquauat 
f*  you,  that  it  is  provided  by  act  of 
"  parliament,  that  in  case  a  prisoner 
''  shall  refuse  to  plead  to  his  indict- 
^  ment,  the  effect  will  be  the  same 
'^  as  if  he  pleaded  guilty.  Once 
<<  more  1  call  upon  you — Are  yon 
•*  guilty  or  not  guilty?"  Prisoner— 
<'  I  stand  as  before :  I  have  said  all 
**  I  have  to  say ;  you  are  to  do  with 
**  me  as  you  think  proper."  The 
court  was  ordered  to  be  cleared,  and 
in  about  twenty  minutes  re-opened, 
when  the  judge-advocate  adcuressed 
the  prisoner  as  follows: — ^^  Prisoner 
*^  at  the  bar;  in  conieqvence  of  your 


'^  refusal  to  pleaid  to  your  indict- 
'^  ment,  the  court,  Id  conformity  to 
"  act  of  parliament,  have  found  yon 
'^  guilty,  and  sentence  yon  to  be  mi- 
'^  pri8one4  six  calendar  months,  and 
^*  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilling. 

We  do  not  remember  the  peacfc 
at  any  former  season  to  be  mora 
forward  than  at  present.  In  the 
garden  of  Mr.  Underwood,  in  the 
High  Street,  the  fruit  on  one  parti- 
cular tree  has  almost  attained  its 
full  size  and  flavour,  and  many  othetr 
gardens  gratify  us  With  early  is- 
stanees  of  maturity,  aUnott  eqnally 
remaikabto. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 
Arrived  of  Ideutencmt^Gowrnor  Pater 9on. 

On  the  1st  of  January  1809,  Lieutenant-Go- 
vemor  Cokmel  Paterson  arrived  at  Sydney  from 
Port  Dairy  mple,  and  took  upon  him  the  govern^ 
ment  of  \he  colony,  as  being  superior  in  rank 
to  Colonel  Foveaux.  Grovernor  Bligh's  arrest 
was  continued;  but  on  the  4th  of  February, 
aa  Bgreement'was  entered  into  between  hifn 
and  Colonel  Paterson,  that  he  should  again  be 
pift  into  possesskm  of  his  ship  the  Poiposse, 
upon  the  express  oosnlitian  of  ^'  Siis  embarking 
^^  wiiih  Ms  family  on  the  20th,  and  putting  to 
^^  sea  as  soon  after  as  wind  and  weather  would. 
^  perimt ;  of  his  then  proceeding  to  England 
^  with  the  utmost  dispatch^  and  of  engaging 
^^  nether  to  toudi  at,  nor  return  to,  any  part 
^'*  of  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales,  until 
"  he  should  have  received  His  Majesty's  in- 
"  structions  or  those  of  his  ministers ;  and  fur- 
^^  ther,  that  he  would  not  in  any  manner  or 
"  under  any  pretence  whatever,  while  he 
*^  remained  in  the  colony,  interfere  in  the 
^'  government  or  affairs  thereof." 
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'  In  consequence  of  this  agreement.  Governor 
Bligh  was  released  from  his  state  of  arrest  and 
put  into  possession  of  his  ship.  Finding  him- 
self at  length,  however,  at  liberty,  and  not  con- 
sidering, himself  as  bound  to  fulfil  the  stipula^- 
tions  of  a  compact  entered  into  under  such 
circumstances,  he  determined  to  remain  in  the 
territory  or  upon  its  coasts,  and  to  use  whatever 
means  might  occur  of  re-establishing  his  autho- 
rity* All  his  efforts  for  this  purpose  proving 
ineffectual  at  Sydney,  he  sailed  to.  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  and  passed  a  considerable 
part  of  the  year  at  or  off  the  settlement  of 
Hobart  Town.  At  this  settleihent  he  was  at 
first  treated  with  much  politeness  and  friendly 
attention  by  Colonel  Collins,  who  acknow- 
ledged his  authority ;  but  upon  that  offiqer^s 
receiving  communications  from  the  lieutenantp 
governor  at  Sydney,  a  total  change  took  place 
in  his  conduct  towards  him.  Governor  Bligh 
thenceforward  remained  on  board  his  ship.  . 
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Sydney  Gatette;  or.  New  Sotdh  Wales  Advertiser, 
January  Sth,  \S09. 


Sittiiiff  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
WMky  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnston. 


JamutryZML 

Between  three  and  lour  in  the 
afternoon  of  Sunday  last,  a  genteel 
pleasure  party,  at  South  He^A^  con- 
sisting of  fourteen  officers  and  ladies, 
iezperienced  one  of  the  most  general 
as  well  as  violent  tiectric  shocks 
that  perhaps  ever  was  experienced. 
The  company  were  preparing  to 
take' a  cold  collation  beneath  a  fig 
4ree,and  from  the  threatening  aspect 
of  the  weather,  intended  to  make  no 
iiurther  delay;  several  reports  of 
very  distant  thunder  had,  been 
hem,  but  no  lightning  yet  discern- 
ible ;  when  .on  a  sudden  a  tremen- 
dous crash  near  to  where  they  sat 
.took  place,  occasioned  by  an  im- 
mense ball  of  fire  striking  a  rock  not 
▼ery  distant  from  the  tree,  and 
rending  it  completely,  then  gkmcing 
towards  the  sea,  threw  up  a  prodi- 
gious body  of  water  by  its  immer- 
#ioift.  The  consequences  of  this  sur- 
prising phenomenon  were  nearly 
Jatal  to  the  whole  of  the  above  com- 
ny ;  a  part  of  the  electric  fluid 
ing  probably  attracted  by  the 
knives^  and  forks  on  the  table,  took 
its  course  that  way,  and  at  tiie  same 
instant  ten  of  the  company  were 
'Struck  down,  some  to  all  appearance 
dead,  and  otiiers  strangely  afiected 
by  delirium.  Captain  Porteus  sen- 
sibly felt  the  shock,  but,  happily, 
•was  not  otherwise  affected;  Mr. 
Harris  was  knocked  down,  and 
supposed  to  have  been  killed,  but 
soon  recovered ;  on  the  risht  temple 
the  hair  was  singed,  and  his  right 
Jide  and    thi^h  were   bruised  se. 


verely ;  Mr.  Sloane  was  also  knocked 
down,  and  remained  some  days  in  a 
dangerous  and  doubtful  state;  his 
breast  and  arm  were  singed,  and 
much  bruised  ;  lieutenant  Laycock 
received  the  shock  on  the  right  side, 
and  was  much  lamed ;  Mr.  G.  Blax- 
land  had  a  bottle  knocked  out  of  his 
hand,  but  escaped  unhurt.  The 
principal  sufferer,  however,  was  a 
young  lady,  whose  bead  was  in  a 
total  blaze,  and  ;who  must  have  pe- 
rished in  a  state  of  insenisibility  had 
not  assistance  been  at  hand.  The 
fire  was  extinguished  by  Mr.  BUx- 
land  ;  but  no  hope  of  her  surviving 
•  could  be  entertained.  —  She  has 
nevertheless  smce  recovered  her 
faculties;  and  out  of  the  whole 
number  that  felt  this  tremendous 
shock,  it  is  a  truly  gratifying  re- 
flection,  that  no  single  individual  is 
likely  to  bear  any  lasting  mark  of  Its 
excessive  violence. 


February  Btk, 

A  bird  was  on  Sunday  se'nnight 
found  entangled  in  a  spider's  web, 
which  had  been  extended  from  tree 
to  tree  in  Mr.  Palmer's  garden  at 
WooUamoola.  It  was  of  the  species 
called  the  superb  warbler,  was  life-^ 
less  when  seen,  and  the  ingenious 
contriver  of  the  trap  preying  on  its 
head;  but  whether  it  had  been 
actually  killed  by  the  spider,  or  died 
from  any  other  cause  could  not  be.^ 
ascertained,  though  from  the  size  of 
the  insect  there  could  be  little  room 
to  doubt  the  possibility  of  its  inflict- 
ing death  upon  the  captive,  when 
exhamted  by  its  strugglei. 
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February  \9th. 


Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
weeky  John  Harris,  Esq. 


February  2Gth, 

()n  Friday  next  the  New  Sonth 
Wales  Corps  will  be  reviewed  by  hift 
hon6r  the  lieutenant-governor,  cm 
the  cricket-ground,  which  is  under- 
going preparations  for  that  purpose. 

The  rains  through  the  week  have 
much  refreshed  the  gardens,  which 
before  bore  a  very  languishing  ap- 
pearance ;  and  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
a  good  deal  recover  the  crops  of 
maize,  to  which  a  much  longer  con- 
tifiiiance  of  drowth  must  have  been 
^tirely  ruinous. 


March  V9th. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
The  exigency  of  the  public  affairs 
at  thi3  moment  rendering  it  particu-  / 
larly  desirable,  that  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor Foveaux  should  not  avail 
himself  of  the  permission  he  had 
obtained  from  fiis  honor  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, to  return  to  England, 
he  h^  been  iirduced  to  defer  hii 
departure  from  the  colony,  until  his 

Sresence  can  Be  more  conveniently 
iipensed  with. 

His  honor  the  lieutenant-governor 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  James 
'  Finucane,  ^q.  to  be  his  secretary 
in  the  room  of  Alexander  Riley, 
Esq.  who  has  requested  permission 
to  resign  that  office.  All  reports, 
communications,  and  other  corres- 
pondences relative  to  public  busi- 
ness, are  in  future  to  be  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Finucane,  at  his  quarters  in 
the  barracks. 

Aiexatrder  Riley,  Esq.  is  nippointed 
a  nwgiitrale  for  the  county  of  Cum- 


berland, and  is  to  be  obeyed  as 
such. 

By  command  of  his  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor 
Jam  es  Fi  n  ucah£,  Sec. 
Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
March  19th,  1809. 


Orphan  House,  July  5th,  1809. 
The  committee  of  this  institution 
have  directed  notice  t»  be  given, 
that  they  will  receive  proposads  for 
supplying  the  school  with  bread, 
meat,  and  fuel,  for  the  ensuing  sIk 
months,  vk. 

Meat,  about  one  cwt.  weekly 
Bread,  about  140  loaves, with  tOlbSi 

of  flour,  weekly 
Potatoes,  1  cwt.  weekly 
Wood,  li  load,  weekly. 

Tenders  are  to  be  lef%  with  the 
treasurer,  who  is  to  be  applied  ta 
for  information  on  the  eonditknu 
the  parties  will  be  required  to  ob- 
serve. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
AtEXANDfiR  RiLEV,  TreasoTe*. 

Sitting  magistrate,  C.  Threaby, 
Esq. 

Assize  of  bread,  IH. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
This  day  the  brig  ExperimeM  is 
expected  to  sail  for  Bengal,  wil> 
between  70  and  80  tons  of  sandal 
wood  shipped  here.  The  return  <tf 
this  vessel  with  a  supply  of  necas* 
series  f>r  the  colony  may  be  ex- 
pected in  about  seven  mondis. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  annonnefe 
to  our  readers  that  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  banana  can  be  reared  in  the 
colony,  there  being  now  two  trees, 
each  bearing  a  branch  whereon  ve 
from  two  to  three  dozen  neariyripe, 
in  the  garden  off  a  gentlenaan  a  tefr 
miles  from  Sydney. 
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FLOOD  AT  HAWKESBURY. 

Accounts  were  on  Tuesday  last 
received  in  town  of  the  Hawkesbnry 
settlement  being  agaiii  flooded ;  and 
In  the  course  of  the  following  day 
those  accounts  ivere  unhappily  con- 
firmed. A  Mr.  Bull,  or  Sydney, 
who  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John 
Benn,  down  the  river,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  flooa,  informs  us, 
tiiat  Uttle  or  no  rain  fell  in  that 
quarter  until  Saturday  evening  the 
d9th  ultimo,  when  a«  heavy  rain  set 
in  which  continued  without  inter- 
mission until  Monday  morning.  That 
a  rise  in  the  water  was  perceived 
between  ten  and  eleven  on  Sunday 
night,  and  continued  for  some  hours 
to  increase  gradually,  but  afterwards 
with  an  astonishing  rapidity,  until  < 
the  whole  of  the  siirrounding  farms  1 
were  laid  under  water.  About  noon 
on  Tuesday  it  was  at  the  highest, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon 
abated  five  or  six  feet ;  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  deluges  of  rain  that 
fed  in  the  evening  and  night  of 
Tuesday,  the  water  rose  agaiD  se- 
Teral  feet.  On  Wednesday  it  began 
ligaln  to  fall,  and  by  the  noon  of 
l^nrsday  bad  decreased  ten  feet 
from  its  greatest  height.-^Among 
the  principal  sufierers  that  we  have 
heard  of  down  the  river,  is  Mr. 
Benn;  he  having  lost  upwards  of 
HOO  head  of  swine,  100  sheep,  about 
1000  bushels  of  wheat,  threshed  or 
in  stack,  and  a  stack  of  barley, 
l>esides  valuable  property  con- 
tuned  in  his  dwelling-house  and 
bam,  among  which  were  two  chests 
of  tea  and  a  ton  of  sugar  but  a  few 
days  prior  received  from  Sydney. 

From  the  Green  Hills,  the  follow- 
ing report  contained  in  a  private 
fetter,  dated  on  Tuesday  night, 
/eleven  o'clock,  was  received  in  town 
)on  Thursday: — 

"  With  regret  I  inform  you  of  the 
^**  dreadful  scene  that  at  the  present 
'<  moment  chiUs  me  with  exces- 
"  sive  horror.— The  whole  of  this  > 
*^  extensive  settlement  is  one  un- 
^  iDterciiptcsd  sheet  of  watepr.    The  ' 


'^. lower  rancer  of  houiet  iq;M>&  the 
''  Green  Hilu  is  immersed ;  and  the 
''  river  has  formed  a  junction  wilh 
**  the  South  Creek,  across  th^  Hills, 
^^  through  Rickerby's  grounds  qpen 
^*  the  river  side,  and  thqse  of  the 
^'  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden  on  the  cre^. 
'*  Yesterday  and  last  night  was  a 
'^  most  dreadful  season !  The  ^an- 
*'  ger  increased  with  a  rapidity 
**  never  before  witnessed ;  and  thie 
^'  cries  of  the  numerous  families 
"  who  were  more  imminently  ex- 
"  posed  were  rendered  still  more 
^'  asonizing  by  the  impracticaJ^Mity 
^'  of  affording  them  immediate  re- 
*'  lief.  In  one  alarming  instance,  a 
**  young  man  a  settler,  his  wife  ^d 
*'  three  children,  were  seated  on  a 
'^  ladder  -laid  across  the  fork  of  a 
^^  tree,  in  which  situation  they  con- 
*^  trived  to  sustain  an  equilibrium 
*^  for  nearly  three  hours,  the  man  a 
*^  great  part  of  the  time  clinging  by 
**  his  hands  at  the  end  of  the  ladder; 
*'  but  at  last  yielding  to  fatigue,  he 
"  forsook  his  hold,  and  all  were  in 
*^  consequence  precipitated  into  the 
*'  deluge.  The  woman  and  children 
"  were  picked  up ;  but  the  fate  of 
**  the  unfortunate  man  is  doubtful. 
^^  A  settler  at  Comwallis  passed  the 
'^  Hills  this  morning  on  the  top  of  a 
<<  small  wheat-stack,  his  fate  is  un- 
'^  known ;  but  it  is  much  hoped  he 
'^  may  have  been  preserved  by  s«me 
'^  of  the  boats  employed  in  thia 
*^  humane  work.  In  pother,  and 
*'  truly  melancholy  instance,  eight 
<<  persons  are  supposed  tp  have  pe- 
*'  xLshed  in  one  spot.— The  names  of 
'^  those  supposed  unfortunates  have 
^'  been  m^otioned ;  but  from  this  I 
*^  must  refrain,  hoping  the  account 
*^  may  be  erroneous,  or  at  the  least 
**  exaggerated: — At  present  all  ij» 
"  uncertainty  and  dread,  all  terror 
'^  and  astopisliment  Some  livc^ 
"  are  lost ;  many  h^ve  been  saved 
"  by  the  exertions  of  the  more  eji- 
^'  terprisiug,  directed  by  our  mAgis- 
'*  trates,  who  by  their  example  en- 
**  CQuraged  the  toil  of  rescuing 
^*  whole  familiesfrom  the  very  vejrg^ 
<^  of  fate.  And  I  cannot  omit  tp 
"  mention  the  active  and  indoBltU 
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'^  gable  exertions  of  Messrs.  lliomp- 
**  son  and  Biggers,  to  whom,  under 
**  the  direction  of  Divine  Provi- 
^  dence,  many  are   indebted    for 
**  their  lives.    Their  fatigues  were 
**  equal  to  their  dangers,  which  were 
"  increased  by  the  extreme  dark- 
*'  ness  of  the  nights  ;  during  which 
*'  their  t>oats  were  repeatedly  stove, 
*"  and  it  was  with  difliculty  they 
**  could  with  their  crews  preserve 
*•  their  lives.      Many  others  who 
"  vohmteered,  their  exertions  arc 
**  also  entitled  to  every  praise.    At 
"  the  order  of  Mr.  Bell,  the  church 
•"  was  appropriated  to  the  reception 
"  of  the  sunerers  brought  to  the 
**  Hills,  and  such  as  were  destitute 
'*  were  victualled  from  the  store, 
"  and  evpry  measure  that  humanity 
"  could  devise  was  adopted  to  alle- 
^*  riate  as  much  as  possible  the  mi- 
^*  sery  of  their  condition. 
■    '*  It  is  considered  that  the  per- 
**  pendicular  rise  of  the  river  could 
^  not  be  much  less  than  eighty-six 
"  feet  from  the  general  level,  and 
**  that  it  exceeded  that  of  March 
, "  1806,  by  six  or  eight  feet  of  per- 
^'  pendicular  height;  and  unfortu- 
'*  nately  happens  at  a  time  of  year 
'**  which  totally  destroys  the  prps- 
^  pects  of  the  settler,  and  the  de- 
***  pendence  of  the  colony  upon  this 
"  settlement  for  the  next  year,  as 
**  the  sown  wheat  will  in  all  proba- 
-^'  bility  perish  in  the  ground  in  most 
^  of  the  lower  situations." 
.  At  the  farm  of  Mr.  S.  Terry,  nine 
persons,  viz.  Cooly,  of  Toongabbee, 
Munsey,  of  Hawkesbury,  Hodgeis, 
secant  to  a  gentleman  of  Sydney, 
Mahomed  an  Asiatic,  his  wife  an4 
two  children,  and '  two  black  men— • 
had  endeavoured  to  secure  them- 
selves on  the  top  of  the  bam,  which 
fell  in  about  five  o'clock  on  Monday 
evening ;  but  aS  there  was  no  other 
resource  left,  they  continued  upon 
the  roof  for  about  two  hours  after^ 
when  the  wife  of  Mahomed  -fell 
-fkrough  the  thatch  with  one  of  her 
children  in  her  arms,  and  was  no 
more  seen. — Cooley  endeavouring  to 
save  the  other  child,  which  clung  to 
Muhomed,  the  father^  slipped  off 


with  the  infant,  and  in  like 
disappeared,  as  did  Mnnsey  also. 
Mahomed  and  the  two  Mack  men 
saved  themselves  in  trees,  and 
Hodges  swimming  about  in  the  dark 
at  length  got  into  the  stream,  1^ 
which  he  was  oarried  between  ^re 
and  six  miles  before  any  impediment 
opposed  his  rapid  course,  when  hap- 
pily he  found  safety  among  the 
branches  of  a  tree ;  from  whence  he 
was  at  length  taken  by  a  boat,  and 
conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  accounts  from  Richmond 
Hill  are  of  the  same  distressing  ten- 
dency ;  but  from  Portland  Head  no 
communication  has  yet  been  re- 
ceived. 

The  loss  of  stock  has  been  very 
severe,  as  well  as  grain ,  no  possible 
estimate  can  be  formed  at  present. 

As  soon  as  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence was  received,  his  honor  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Foveaux  left  town, 
accompanied  by  James  Finucane, 
Esq.  secretary  to  his  honor  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, with  intention  to 
proceed  to  Hawkesbury  direct,  but 
WM  obliged  to  return,  as  the  roads 
were  impassable. 

The  banks  of  Greorge's  River  were 
nnfortunately  inundated  at  the  same 
time,  and  a  great  quantity  of  stock 
and  other  property  lost.  In  Major 
Johnston's  stock-yard  490  sheep 
were  drowned ;  Mr.  MT/uUam  lost 
300,  and  several  houses  were  left  in 
ruins. 

We  have  much  satisfaction  in  re^ 
porting,  however,  that  fewer  persons 
have  lost  their  lives  than  at  first  was 
apprehended ;  an.  account  was  re- 
ceived last  night  stating,  that  many 
who  were  unaccountably  missing 
have  since  been  heard  of,  and  are  in 
safety.  ^ 

Yesterday  a  bench  of  magistrates 
assembled,  by  whom  it  was  resolved 
that  the  most  rigoirous  means  stioold 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  monopoly 
of  grain;  and  that  the  price  on 
bread  should  remain  as  before. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Sunday  last  arrived  the  Mer- 
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mjf  Mr.  .%<ldoiii>  muter,  from  tlie 
Fejees,  with  a  cargo  of  fine  sandal- 
wood, about  35  tons.— She  made  the 
passage  from  the  Islands  in  eight 
weeks,  and  touched  at  Norfolk  Is- 
land on  her  return. 

The  WeHesley  had  left  a  few  days 
before  the  Mercury,  with  800  tons 
of  wood ;  and  the  Perseverance, 
Trial,  and  FaTorite,  were  getting^in 
cargoes  when  she  came  away. 


Afigu»f20th. 

Intelligence  is  received  by  the 
Lady  Barlow,  of  the  capture  in  the 
Indian  seas  of  the  snow  Harrington, 
wlifeh  was  taken  piratically  from 
tins  port  the  16th  of  May,  1808. 
The  account  states  that  she  was 
fallen  in  virith'  by  the  Phcenix  frigate 
on  her  way  towards  Manilla,  and 
Stuart  and  others  taken  out,  many 
-remaining  in  custody  on  board  the 
Harrington ;  but  that  unfortunately 
the  vessel  going  on  shore  on  the 
coast  of  Luconia,  the  prisoners  once 
more  effected  an  escape. 


August  21fth, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cowper,  assistant- 
chaplain  to  the  colony,  is  appointed 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Orphan  School. 

By  command  of  hi^  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor, 
James  Finucane,  iSfec. 
Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
August  22nd,  1809. 

EXTRACT 

FROM 

A  CALCUTTA  NEWSPAPER. 
.  A  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Stoart,  a  convict  from  New  South 
'Wales,  has  been  brought  on  shore 
from  the  Phaeton  frigate,  and  lodged 
in  jail,  by  an  order  from  govern- 
ment. It  appears  that  this  young 
-man  had  been  oonvictedof  an  offence 


in  England,  for  which  he  was  trans- 
ported  to  New  South  Wales,  Grom 
whence,  in  concert  with  several 
other  convicts,  he  carried  off  in  May^ 
last  the  brig  Harrington,  and  made 
the  best  of  his  way  for  Manilla.  On 
the  passage  tliither,  when  off  the 
coast  of  Luconia,  the  Dedaigneuse 
frigate  fell  in  with  th?  brig  Har- 
rington and  sent  a  party  of  seamen 
on  board  to  take  possession,  and 
transhipping  the  party  al>ove  named 
to  the  nigate,  brought  him  to  Prince 
of  Wales  Island,  where  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Phaeton,  in  which 
frigate  he  has  been  brought  on  to 
this  port. 


September  lOth. 

On  Monday  his  honor  the  lii^iite- 
nant-govemor  arrived  in  town,  and 
on  the  day  following  inspected  His 
Majesty's  102nd  regiment,  or  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  on  the  review 
ground,  Major  Abbott  commanding 
in  the  field ;  on  which  occasion  his  - 
honor  was  again  pleased  to  bestow 
the  most  animating  encomiums  on 
the  discipline  and  fine  appearance 
of  the  regiment. 

On  Tuesday  his  honor  the  lieute- 
nant-governor gave  a  splendid  enter- 
tainment to  a  large  company  of  offi- 
cers civil  and  military,  at  which  his 
honor  Lieutenant-Governor  Foveanx 
was  present  J  and  on  Wednesday 
his  honor  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Pat- 
terson returned  to  Paramatta  by 
water. 


October  Is*. 

Judge-Advocate's  Office, 
September  23rd,  1809. 
The  court  of  civil  jurisdiction 
will  asseml)le,  for  the  final  dispatch 
of  all  business  now  pending  before 
the  said  court,  on  Monday  the  9th 
da^  of  October  now  ensuing;  of 
which  all  personi  at  Hawkesbury^ 
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Panunatta  imd  Sydney^  are  to  take 
notice. 

R.  Atkins,  judge-advocater. 

On  Tuesday  last  a  number  of 
liatives  assembled  about  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Bond,  at  George's  River,  and 
behaved  in  a  very  outrageous  man- 
ner. Tbey  manifested  an  inclination 
to  plunder,  but  were  prevented  by 
^e  determination  that  was  shewn  to 
resist  them.  They  threw  spears, 
one  of  which  grazed  the  ear  of  Mr. 
F.  Meredith,  who  assisted  in  the 
defence  of  the  place,  which  it  was 
fit  length  found  necessary  to  aban- 
don. Tedbury  is  said  to  have  been 
one  of  the  assailants. 


October  8tk. 

A  CARD. 

Mr.  Jenkins  returns  his  thanks  to 
those  gentletuen  who  favoured  him 
with  a  call  on  Friday  night,  and 
regrets  that  he  was  not  at  home  to 
entertain  them  in  a  proper  manner ; 
should  they  oblige  him  with  a  repe- 
tition oi  tlie  visit  on  any  future 
evening,  they  may  depend  on  meet- 
ing a  warm  reception. — Mr.  J.  is  not 
'  certain  that  the  writer  of  an  anony- 
mous letter  lately  received  by  him 
was  of  ithe  party ;  should  it  be  so,  he 
begs  to  assure  them  that  their  at- 
tempts to  defame  his  character,  to 
rob  his  house,  or  to  injure  his  peace 
of  mind,  will  be  equally  ineffectual. 

On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Landrin,  of 
Paramatta,  was  stung  on  one  of  the 
fingers  of  the  right  hand  by  a  centi- 
pede. In  about  an  hour  the  wound 
festered  and  inflamed;  the  finger 
began  to  swell.  In  the  course  of  the 
following  day  several  other  festers 
nia4o  their  appearance,  the  hand 
and  arm  swelled  prodigiously,  the 
inflamation  hourly  increased,  the 
whole  band  is  now  covered  with  an 
ppen  wound,  and  the  patient  is  in  a 
jfkost  agonizing  condition. — We  have 
))efore  unfortynately  had  occasion  to 
take  ftotlce  of  ACciaentii  proceediii^ 


fr^m  ^sm\^ffmcy  and  ire  kf^ 
as  often  prei^cribed  a  r^^dy^,  esdiy 
of  attainment  and  elficacions  in  i$l 
operation.  This  is  a  remefly  univ:ep« 
sally  applied  in  the  West  |ndiea  to 
the  stuig  or  bite  of  this  ^pi^oms 
reptile ;  consisting  of  an  embroca- 
tion made  by  putting  centipedes  and 
scorpions  ainong  spirits  in  a  phial,  fL 
few  drops  of  which  rubbed  well  npNcp 
the  affected  part  soon  after  the  i9- 
niction  of  the  w^oondy  removes  |iU 
pain  and  danger. 


October  Uihi 

On  Sunday  last  Mr.  Davis^on  bis 
return  from  Pa|*araatta  ifa^  near 
the  Half-way  Hquse  surprised  by  tb^ 
intreaties  of  a  woman  in  distress  to 
come  to  her  assistance. — He  accord 
ingly  stopped  his  horse,  at  the  iimp 
observing  two  armed  natives  at 
handy  one  of  whopi  immediately  ad- 
vanced upon  him,  and  directed  biip 
to  alight;  but  shewin|f  a  detenji}- 
nation  to  resist  the  command,  the/ 
rushed  upon  bim,  and  he  in  ord^ 
to  intimidate  them  discharged  a 
pistol,  whereupon  three  others  who 
had  not  before  shewn  themselves 
joined  the  assailants,  and  in  plain 
English  abusecl  and  threatened  him, 
one  of  them  seising  bim  by  the  right 
foot,  and  gettiuff  a  fast  bold  of  ^ 
stirrup,  which  tortunately  snapp^ 
short,  whereupon  he  gaUopped  op^ 
several  spears  being  thrown  at  Mm 
which  fortunately  missed.  By  Mr. 
Davis's  prompt  information  and 
personal  assistance  the  poor  w<nnan 
was  shortly  after  rescued  from  tibeir 
hands,  but  not  before  she  had  been 
robbed  of  a  bundle  containuig  tea, 
sugar,  and  other  articles  of  comfort 
or  necessity,  with  ^hich  they  made 
off.  Mr.  Davis  afterwards  b^ng 
joined  by  two  other  horse  travelers, 
saw  the  same  banditti  several  t^^, 
but  could  not  i^proach  |iear  epmfjk 
to  distinguish  wl^p  they  actuaUy 
were. 

On  Tnetday  la;it  t^irea  fo^t  j^- 
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M^geis  werefMifMied*  coniideiable 
distance  en  the  Paramatta  road  by 
a  gang  of  natives,  who  frequently 
called  to  them,  and  by  alternate 
threats  and  promises  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  them  to  stop;  but 
tbeir  eloauence  failed  of  its  propoMd 
end,  ana  the  traveUers  got  nah ' 
away. 

like  same  day  a  numerous  ban- 
ditti fell  upon  a  flock  of  sheep  the 
property  of  Mr.  £dward  Powell, 
between  his  house  on  the  Paramatta 
road  and  Canterbury,  and  drove  off 
^rty-three  head,  nine  of  which  afler- 
waitls  got  away  from  them,  and  re- 
joined tlie  flock. — They  were  soon 
after  pursued,  and  traced  as  far  as 
Cook's  River,  which  is  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  place 
where  the  sheep  were  driven  off, 
but  a  heavy  rain  setting  in,  the  pur- 
suers lost  their  track.  On  Wed- 
nesoay  forenoon  Mr.  Powell  at- 
tended by  four  other  persons,  disco- 
vered a  fire  at  which  two  of  his 
sheep  were  roasting ;  several  natives 
attending,  who  immediately  ran  to- 
wards their  encampment,  as  it  after- 
wards proved,  to  give  the  alarm. 
This  was  about  half  a  mile  distant, 
whereat  twenty-three  carcases  more 
were  found,  with  the  wool  singed  off, 
but  all  in  a  putrid  state.  Eleven 
otiiers  the  robbers  got  clear  away, 
fo  that  the  loss  sustained  by  Mr. 
Powell  amounts  to  thirty-four  fine 
sheep. 

The  mode  in  which  the  cookery 
of  the  sheep,  was  performed  was  as 
follows: — ^A  large  hole  was  dug  in 
the  ground,  in  which  a  fire  was  kin- 
dled, and  when  the  wood  was  re- 
duced to  charcoal,  the  carcases  were 
quartered  and  laid  upon  it,  then 
covered  ever  with  the  bark  of  the 
tea  tree,  and  the  whole  thatched 
over  to  confine  the  smoke  as  much 
as  possible,  in  /order  to  avoid  disco- 
very :  all  reports  agree,  that  Ted- 
bury,  the  son  of  Pemulvoy,  is  the 
chief  director  of  the  mischiefs. 

The  above  atrocities  are  for  the 
most  part  confined  to  the  hordes 
about  George's  Riven  They  have 
several  muskets^  and  what  is  no  less 


to  be  drcstded,  tftveral  deBpevati 
offenders  who  firam  a  prefecenee  to 
idleness  have  deserted  to  the 
woods,  are  suspected  to  have  joined 
them. 


Dtumber  a4<ft« 

'  NOTICE. 
It  having  been  represented  tiiat 
in  consequence  of  numerous  sAms 
being  in  arrear  to  the  publisfaer  of 
the  Sydney  Gazette  and  New  Sovtii' 
Wales  Advertiser,  the  pnbtication 
thereof  is  threatened  wi&  interrupt 
tion  unl^s  those  arream  be  insm^ 
diately  paid  off,  his  honor  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor is  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  stores  at  the  various  settle- 
ments be  always  open  for  the  receipt 
of  grain  to  the  amount  of  sums  due 
upon  that  account.  And  as  it  is  his 
honor's  wish  to  strengthen  as  much 
&s  possible  the  prospect  of  its  unin- 
terrupted continuance,  he  is  further 
pleased  to  recommend  punctuality 
iu  the  discharge  of  subscriptions, 
&c.  without  which  the  publisher 
must  always  be  exposed  to  inconve- 
niences, against  which  he  has  been 
under  the  necessity  of  complaining 
that  his  circumstances  are  unable  to 
contend. 

By  command  of  his  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor, 
James  Finucane,  Secretary. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 

A  valuable  farm  of  thirty  acres  at 
Prospect,  formerly  Griffiths's,  the 
whole  clear,  havhis  between  two 
and  three  acres  of  orchard,  con^ 
taining  apple,  shaddock,  lemon, 
quince,  peach,  and  other  trees  ^  a 
good  farm-house,  bam,  out-house^ 
and  capital  steel-mill. 


December  31s^ 

SHIP  NEWS, 
On  Thursday  arrived  firoBi  Eag* 
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land,  after  a  panag^e  of  about  eight 
moDthSy  His  Majesty's  ships,  Dro- 
medary of  40,  Captain  Pascoe,  and 
Hindostan  of  60  guns,  Captain 
Pritctiitt,  having  on  board  the  first 
battalion  of  the  73rd  regiment  of 
foot. 

In  the  Hindostan  have  arrived  his 
Excellency  Governor  M'Quarie  and 
lady;  and  Ellis  Bent,  Esa.  jndge- 
adTOcate,  and  lady;  and  in  the 
Dromedary,  lieutenant  -  governor 
OConnell,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
regunent. 

As  soon  as  the  vessels  were  within 
the  Heads,  Colonel  Foveaiix  waited 
4m  his  Excellency  on  board,  to  com- 


pliment him  on  his  safe  arrival ;  hit 
honor  lieutenant-Governor  PatersoB 
arrived  from  Paramatta  the  same 
evening  to  receive  and  welcome  hif 
Excellency  on  shore ;  and  His  Ma- 
jesty's 102d  i^giment  formed  in 
front  of  the  Government  Wharf  to 
pay  the  honours  due  to  his  Excel- 
lency's rank.  Most  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sydney  were  collected  on 
the  occasion^  but  were  disappointed 
owing  to  the  wind  not  permitting 
the  vessels'  coming  up  into  the  cove 
until  late  yestenlay  evening,  on 
which  account  his  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  defer  his  landing,  which 
was  appointed  to  take  place  at  tea 
o'clock  this  day. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

Arrival  of  Governor  Macquarie.        . 

OoLpNEL  Macquarie  having  arrived  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  issued  the  following  procla- 
mations on  the  1st  and  4th  of  the  ensuing 
January . 

"  Proclamation, 
•^  By  his  Excellency  Lachlan  Macquarie, 
Esq.  captain-general  and  governor-in- 
chief  of  His  Majesty's  territory  of  New. 
South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  &c. 
"  His  Majesty,  having  felt  the  utmost  regret 
and  displeasure  on  account  of  the  late  tumul- 
tuous proceedings  in  this  his  colony,  and  the 
mutinous  conduct  of  certain  persons  therein 
towards  his  late  representative  William  Bligh, 
Esq.  then  his  captain-general  and  commander- 
in-chief  in  the  said  colony ; — in  order  to  mark 
such  his  disapprobation  of  the  said  proceedings, 
has  b^n  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me  his 
representative  in  the  said  territory  of  New 
South  Wales  and    its   dependencies ;    com- 
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manding  and  requiring  me,  previous  to  the 
opening  of  his  royal  commission  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  reinstate  the  said  WiUiam  Bligh,  Esq. 
in  the  office  and  situation  of  captain-general 
and  govemor-in-chief  of  this  his  colony,  in  case 
he  should  be  resident  in  the  same  at  the  time 
of  my  arrival.  His  Majesty,  through  his  gra- 
dous  anxiety  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
his  loyal  subjects  of  New  South  Wales,  for  the 
complete  restoration  of  quiet  and  harmony, 
and  to  remove  every  motive  for  future  distur- 
bance, has  also  been  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
me  to  signify  to  the  said  WiUiam  Bligh,  Esq. 
His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  he,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Bligh,  Esq.  should,  at  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours  afler  being  so  reinstated, 
receive  me  as  his  successor  in  the  oflSce  of 
captain-general  and  govemor-in-chief  of  the 
territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  depfeti- 
dencies,  and  administer  to  me  the  oaths  usual^ 
administered  on  such  occasion. 

"  His  Excellency  the  governor  lamenti^  ex- 
tremely, that  the  absence  of  the  late  represen* 
tative  of  His  Majesty  in  this  colony,  and  the 
necessity  of  his  immediately  taking  upon  him- 
self the  command  of  the  same,  in  obedifence  tsd 
His  Majesty^s  commands,  has  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  carry  His  Majesty*s  wAbtq 
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tato  literal  execution,  as  his  Exbelleticy  waa 
inoSt  anxiously  dfeirous  to  do,  feut  in  order 
to  fulfil  His  Majesty's  intentions  as  completely 
as  present  circumstances  will  permit,  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor  has  thought  proper,  by  this 
his  {)roclamation,  publicly  to  make  known,  that 
nothing  but  the  reasons  above  mentioned  have 
prevented  him  from  reinstating  William  Bligh, 
Esq.  in  the  office  of  captain -general  and 
gpvemor-in- chief  of  this  territory  and  its  de- 
pendencies, and  from  acting  in  all  respects 
conformably  to  His  Majesty 's  commands.  And 
he  feels  it  a  painful  duty  to  be  thus  compelled 
J)ublicly  to  announce  His  Majesty's  high  dis- 
pleasure and  disapprobation  of  the  mutinous 
and  outrageous  conduct  displayed  in  the  forcible 
aiid  unwarrantable  removal  of  his  late  repre- 
sentative, Willidm  BligK,  Esq.  and  of  the 
tumultuous  proceedings  connected  therewith. 

*^  His  Excellency  the  governor  avails  himself 
of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  earhisst 
hope,  that  harmony  and  union  will  now  be 
restored  to  the  colony ;  that  all  party  spirit 
which  has  unfortunately  resulted  from  the  late 
unhappy  disturbances  will  end ;  and  that  th^ 
higher  classes  will  set  an  example  of  subordi*- 
hation,  morality,  and  decorum;  and  that  those 
kt  aik  Inferior  station  will  endeavour  to  distih- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


336  THE  HISTORY  OF  {18 10. 

guish  themselves  only  by  their  loyalty,  their 
sobriety,  and  their  industry :  by  which  means 
alone  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  com- 
munity can  be  effectually  promoted. 
^*  Given  under  my  hand  at  Government  House, 
Sydney,  this  first  day  of  January,  1810, 

"  Lachlan  Macquarie. 
"  God  save  the  King ! 
*^  By  command  of  his  Excellency, 

"  John  Thomas  Campbell,  Secretary." 

^'  Proclamation, 

^^  By  his  Excellency  Lachlan  Macquarie, 
Esq.  captain-general  and  govemor-in- 
chief  of  His  Majesty's  territory  of  New 
South  Wales  and  its  dependencies,  &c. 

"  Wliereas  it  has  pleased  His  Majesty  to 
express  his  high  displeasure  at  the  arrest  and 
removal  of  William  Bligh,  Esq.  his  late  repre- 
sentative in  this  territory  and  its  dependencies, 
from  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  authorities 
granted  him  in  that  behalf;  and  also  to  con- 
sider all  appointments  to  situations  and  ofiices 
of  public  trust  made  by  such  persons  as  have 
assumed  to  themselves  the  executive  authority 
since  such  arrest  and  removal,  as  illegal  and 
invalid;  and  to  express  his  gracious  will  and 
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pleasure,  that  all  persons  who  have  since  that 
time  been  appointed  to  such  offices  of  public 
trust,  by  virtue  of  such  illegal  authority,  should 
be  forthwith  displaced ;  and  that  those  persons 
who  held  such  offices  at  the  time  of  the  said 
arrest  and  removal  should  be  restored  to  the 
exercise  of  the  duties  of  the  same : 

"  And  whereas  it  has  further  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  consider  all  grants  of  land  and  of 
stock,  and  all  leases  of  houses,  made  subsequent 
to  the  time  of  such  arrest  and  removal,  espe- 
cially such  as  have  been  made  to  the  officers  of 
the  102d  regiment,  as  invalid ;  and  to  command 
that  the  same  should  immediately  be  declared 
null  and  void,  subject,  however,  to  such  excep- 
tions and  restrictions  as  w^ilj  be  hereinafter 
mentioned : 

**  And  vrhereas  it  hath  fiirther  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  consider  all  trials  and  investigations 
had  since  such  arrest  and  removal,  as  invalid^ 
in  law;  and  to  command  his  Excellency  the 
governor  to  declare,  in  the  most  public  manner, 
all  such  appointments,  grants,  leases,  trials, 
and  investigations,  to  be  null  and  void : — 

^^  His  Excellency,  in  obedience  to  such  His  Ma- 
jesty's commands,  hereby  publicly  and  solemnly 
makes  known  and  signifies,  and  commands  all 
persons  to  take  notice,  that  those  persons  who 
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hcive  bem  appointed  to  any  situationi^  ^dl 
(^ces  of  public  trust  whatever,  since  the  arrest 
and  removal  of  William  Bligh,  Esq.  late  repre- 
s^itative  of  His  Majesty  ip  the  territory  of 
New  South  Wales  and.  the  dependencies 
thereof,  will  prepare  to  deliver  up  the  charge 
of  them,  and  all  papers,  record^,  and  docui^^nts 
belonging  to  them ;  and  all  moneys^  stores, 
provisions,  bills,  and  effects,  the  property  of  th© 
public,  in  their  hands,  by  twelve  of  the  clock 
at  noon  of  Monday  the  eighth  day  of  thjs 
present  January,  to  those  persons  who  respecf 
lively  eijerpised  the  duties  of  the  ^ame  at  the 
time  of  the  arrest  and  removal  of  William 
Bligh,  Esq.  Jlis  Majesty's  late  representative 
ill  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its 
dependencies,  who  will  thenceforth  be  rein- 
st£^ted  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  said  offices. 
And  it  is  hereby  further  publicly  declared,  that 
all  those  who  have  filled  any  offices  of  public 
trust  since  the  said  arrest  and  removal,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  same  have  had  the  receipt  of  any 
piopeys,  bills,  effects,  stores,  or  provisipns  of  or 
belonging  to  the  pu^blie,  or  have  been  in  tjie 
ppsisession  of  any  public  property  whatsoever, 
will  be  called  upoR  by  his  Excellep{;y  thp 
gQvemM*  tP  render  and  give  in  tp  the  offipe  qf 
the  secretary  of  his  E5x;ed|ency,  a  fiiU,  trupj 
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jugt^  And  Aceurate  accoimt  of  all^uch  Feceiptis^ 
9»^  of  th«  disposal  and  disburg^ementsi  of  tha 
sg^me,  by  the  first  day  of  February  next  fol? 
lowing;  the  date  of  thia  proclamation,  by  twsiv^ 
q'Qlook  at  noon  of  the  same  day. 

^^  His  Excellency  the  governor,  i^i  obedien^c^ 
to  His  Majesty's  commands,  fiirther  publicly 
gives  notice,  that  all  grants  of  lan^  qr  of  stock, 
9iid  §tll  grants  of  leases  which  haveb^en  given, 
granted,  or  made  since  the  above-mentioned 
arrest  and  removal,  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
pjid  are,  null,  void,  and  of  no  ejBect ;  and  his 
Excellency  gives  notice  that  the  sanie  are 
revoked ;  and  that  all  persons  who  are  in  pasr 
s^on  of  any  lands,  tenements,  stock,  or  leases, 
Uj^der  such  gifts  or  grants  as  aforesaid,  will  be 
^led  wpon,  at  their  peril,  to  give  up  and  sur- 
reiMief  all  svch  lands,  tenements,  stock,  leases, 
if^p  to  8ui?h  person  or  persons  as  may  be  autho- 
rised by  hia  Excellency  to  receive  them,  by  the 
firet  day  of  February  next  following  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof.-^His  Excellency,  howeveir, 
bas^  much  pleasure  in  signifying  His  Majesty's 
royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  all  such  grants  of 
Ifif^i  tp^^nv^ntSj  stock,  and  leases  as  are  in 
other  respects  leg^al,  and  are  fouijd  to  be  made 
from  motives  of  impartiality  and  justice,  and 
are  conformable  to  the  powers  granted  by  His 
Majesty-s  patent  to  the  governors  of  this  terri- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


340  THE  HISTORY  OP  [1810. 

tory,  mlBiy  and  will,  upon  proper  application 
being  made  for  that  purpose,  be  renewed  in 
the  name  of  his  Excellency  the  governor,  pro- 
vided his  Excellency  shall  see  no  objection 
thereto. — At  the  same  time  it  is  his  Excel- 
lency's duty  to  signify,  and  he  hereby  publicly 
gives  notice,  that  it  is  His  Majesty's  especial 
command,  that  his  Excellency  should  not  renew 
or  confirm,  on  any  account  whatsoever,  any 
gifts  or  grants  of  lands,  stock  or  leases  what- 
soever, made,  given,  or  granted  to  any  officer 
or  officers  of  the  102nd  (or  New  South  Wales) 
regiment,  subsequent  to  the  day  of  arrest  and 
removal  of  the  late  governor. 

^^  In  further  obedience  to  His  Majesty's 
commands,  his  Excellency  also  declares  all 
trials  and  investigations  had  since  the  arrest 
and  removal  of  William  Bligh,  Esq.  to  have 
been  had  before  an  incompetent  jurisdiction, 
and  to  be  illegal :  and  he  hereby  publicly 
declares  them  to  be,  and  the  same  are,  of  none 
effect  whatsoever  in  law  or  equity. 
^^  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Government  House, 
Sydney,  this  4th  day  of  January,  1810, 

"  Lachlan  Macquarie. 
^^  God  save  the  King ! 

^'  By  command  of  his  Excellency, 

['  John  Thomas  Campbell,  Secretary." 
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Mr.  Bligh  arrived  at  Sydney  towards  the 
middle  of  the  month.  He  received  the  follow- 
ing letter. 

*'  Downing  Street,  \5th  May,  1809. 

^^I  received  and  laid  before  the 
King  your  letters  of  the  dates  in  the  margin 
mentioned,   containing    an    accomit    of    the 
manner  in  which  you  had  beeii  placed  and 
kept  in  arrest  by  IVIajor  Johnston,  and  continued 
in  that  arrest  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foveaux. 
«  From  your  letter  of  the  30th  df  April, 
there  was  every  reason  to  suspect  that  your 
departure  from  the  colony  would  have  been 
shortly  subsequent  to  the  date  of  it;  which 
prevented  my  writing  to  you  when  it  arrived. 
.    ^^The  mutinous   outrage   committed  upon 
you.  His  Majesty's  representative,  has  caused 
the  strongest  sensation ;  and  His  Majesty  has 
orclered  that  Major  Johnston  should  be  sent 
home  in  strict  arrest,  and  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps  should  be  relieved  by  the  73rd 
regiment. 

^^  His  Majesty  is  unwilling  to  believe  that 
your  conduct  has  been  such  as  justly  to  have 
created  discontent  in  the  settlement ;  much 
less  that  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as  could  in  any 
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d^lrec  i^^rrttnt  such  a  measure  as  has  been 
tak^n  by  Majbr  Johnston. 

^^  It  however  appears  from  all  the  circum- 
stances which  have  been  transmitted,  that  your 
reihaining  in  the  government  of  the  settlement 
could  not  be  attended  with  satisfaction  td  your- 
self, or  advantage  to  the  public  service ;  His 
Majesty  therefore  has  been  pleased  to  appoiht 
Colonel  Macquarie  of  the  73rd  i'egiment  to  take 
Upon  hini  the  command  of  the  colony  and  its 
dependi^ncies.  Colonel  Macquarie  has  ordet» 
upon  his  arrival  to  liberate  you  from  youi* 
attest;  and,  in  vindication  of  your  lavvfiil 
authority,  to  replace  you  in  your  situation  M 
His  Majesty's  governor.  As  soon  ds  this  tbek^ 
dure  shall  have  tak6n  place,  it  is  then  His 
Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  receive  Coloiidi 
Macquarie  as  your  successor,  and  proceed  to 
have  him  sWdrn  in,  in  your  presence :  you  vdH 
then  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  yotii* 
return  home. 

*^  It  is  intended  that  Major  Johnston  shall, 
upon  his  return,  be  brought  to  trial  for  his 
conduct ;  and  it  will  be  for  you  to  considei* 
what  evidence  it  may  be  necessary  to  send 
home  for  substantiating  the  charge  of  his  muti- 
ndra  proceedings;  and  it  vnll  be  further  for 
ydu  to  consider  against  what  persons  you  may 
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,  intend  to  bring*  accusations^  and  what  evidence 
may  be  necessary  to  substantiate  them. 

^^  In  order  that  you  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  charges  against  you,  upon  which 
Major  Johnston  attempts  to  justify  the  measures* 
adopted  by  him  for  depriving  you  of  your 
authority^  I  think  it  right  to  put  you  in  pos- 
session of  his  letter  to  me,  of  which  the  inclosed 
is  k  copy,  and  in  which  reference  is  had  to 
various  documents  Which  I  do  not  traiismity 
because  the  originals  itiust  exist  in  the  settle- 
ment,  and  Colonel  Macquarie  will  be  directed 
to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  their  being 
didiivei^d  to  him,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  for 
eltteidating  or  supporting  the  subjects  to  which 
they  relate, 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

*^  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(Si^ed)  ^*  Castlereagh." 

"  to  Governor  Bligh,  &c.  8tc.  fcc.'' 
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Sydney  Gaxeite  ;  or,  New  South  Woks  Advertiser, 
January  2lst,  1810.  * 


On  Wednesday  last  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Bligh,  commodore 
on  this  station,  arrived  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Porpoise,  and  on  entering 
the  cove  was  saluted  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships  and  from  the  battery  at 
Dawes's  Point. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  and 
commander-in-chief  by  his  aide-de- 
camp immediately  sent  hb  compli- 
ments to  Governor  Bligh,  and  re- 
quested to  be  informed  when  it 
Would  be  his  pleasure  to  land; 
which  being  appoiuted  for'  the  day 
followmg  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon, 
the  two  flank  companies  of  the  73rd 
regiment  marched  in  from  the  en- 
campment to  pay  the  honours  due 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  BUgh's 
rank. 

At  eleven  his  Excellency  Governor 
Bligh  left  the  ship,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Putland,  and  was  saluted  by 
the  Porpoise,  which  was  returned 
by  the  battery  on  his  landing  at  the 
Government  Stairs,  His  Majesty^s 
and  other  ships  paying  their  respects 
to  his  Excellency  as  he  passed. 
His  honor  Lieutenant-Governor 
O^Connell  welcomed  Governor  Bligh 
on  shore,  and  with  a  large  company 
of  officers  attended  him  to  Govern- 
ment House,  where  his  Excellency 
and  Mrs.  Putland  were  received  by 
liie  governor-in-chief  and  lady  with 
every  possible  mark  of  attention 
and  respect, 

His  Excellency  the  governor-in- 
chief  wi^  Colonel  O^C^nnell,  and 
several  other  officers,  shortly  after 
accompanied  Governor  Bligh  out  to 
the  camp,  where  he  was  saluted  by 
the  73rd  regiment,  and  received 
every  attention  possible ;  and  about 
three  o'clock  the  party  returned  to 
town  to  dinner. 


On  Friday  his  Excellency  the 
govemor-in-chief  made  a  visit  to 
Commodore  Bligh  on  board  the 
Porpoise,  and  was  saluted  with  nine- 
teen guns,  and  the  ship  manned  to 
receive  him.  His  Excellency  re- 
mained on  board  about  half  an  hour ; 
and  on  his  return  was  saluted  by  His 
Majesty's  ships  and  other  vesaete  as 
he  passed  by.   - 

Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
January  17th,  1810. 
Commodore  Bligh,  as  late  governor 
of  this  territory,  is  to  be  received  by 
ail  guards  and  sentinels  with  tl^ 
same  respect  and  compliments  as 
were  formerly  paid  to  him  when  in 
the  chief  command,  namely,  pre- 
sented arms  from  all  guards  and 
sentinels,  and  drums  to  beat  a 
march.  ^ 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
T.  S.  Clbavblajid, 
Acting  Major  of  Bri^de« 

ADDRESS 

TO 

HIS  EXCELLENCY. 

At  a  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,  convened  by  public  adver- 
tisement, it  was  unanimously  re- 
solved, that  the  following  address 
should  be  signed  and  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  governor-in-chief, 
who  having  signified  by  the  provost 
marshal  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
receive  the  same  on  the  following 
morning,  five  of  the  gentlemen  at- 
tended at  the  Crovermnent  House, 
at  twelve  o'clock^  His  Excellency 
received  them  with  particular  atten- 
tion, and  was  further  pleased  to 
return  the  answer  we  subjoin. 
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«  To  his  Excellency  Lachlan  Mac-   I 
«  quarie,E8qiiire,captain-geiiei-al   j 
"  and   goveraor-in-chief  in  and 
'<  over  His  Majesty's  territory  of 
*«  New  South  Wales  and  its  de- 
"  pendencies,  &c.  &c.  Sec. 

«  ITie  undersigned  iahabi- 
"  tants  of  this  colony  beg  leave  to 
"  approach  your  Excellency  to  offer 
*<  their  sincere  congratulations  upon 
"  your  safe  arrival,  and  to  express 
"  the  happiness  they  feel  at  His 
**  Majesty's  most  gracious  appomt- 
**  ment  of  your  Excellency  to  the 
"  government. 

"  They  beg  to  return  you  their 
'*  most  grateful  thanks  for  tlie  very 
**  liberal  and  noble  sentiments  you 
"  have    been   pleased    to   express 
"  towards  them;  and  to  assure  your 
«  Excellency,  that  in  them  you  will 
"  find  a  people  desirous  of  obtaining 
"  your  esteem  by  a  tranquil  and 
«  uniform  observance  of  their  duty 
"  as  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  of 
"  their  sovereign ;  and  they  pledge 
"  a  chearful    compliance  to  such 
"  regulations    as  your  Excellency 
*<  may  deem  necessary  to  adopt  for 
*«  the  advancement  and  prosperity 
«  of  this  colony,  in  return  Ibr  that 
"  protection   and   security   which 
*<  they*are  assured  their  persons  and 
*<  property  will  ^joy  under  your 
**  Excellency's  administration. 

«  They  cannot  but  sincerely  la- 
"  ment  the  unhappy  diflferences  and 
"  dissensioQS  under  which  this  co- 
'<  lony  has  unfortunately  laboured  -, 
"  and  of  which  they  are  aware  the 
**'  bare  mention  must  be  painiiil  to 
<<  your  Excellency's  feelings;    but 
'^  they  cherish  an  anxious  hope,  that 
**  the  union  and  harmony  so  forcibly 
"  recommended  by  your  Excellency 
"  will  unanimously  prevail,  and  that 
"  all    party  spirit  may  be  buried 
"  in  oblivion!    This  accomplished, 
"  they  confidently  feel,  that  under 
"  your  Excellency's  protection  the 
«  territory  of  New  South  Wales  will 
«  be  as  distinguished  for  its  pros- 
**  perity  and  happiness,  as  its  envied 
"and  conjoined  resources  of  cli- 
'^  mate,  soil,  and  situation  entitie 
"  the  wc^rld  to  expect." 


HIS  EXCELLENCY'S  ANSWER. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  beg  you  will  accept  my 
<<  warmest  acknowledgments  &r  the 
<<  very  kind  and  flattering  address 
<^  you  have  now  presented  to  me, 
'^  from  the  respectable  inhabitants 
"  of  this  colony,  congratulating  me 
"  on  my  safe  arrival  and  tadeing 
*'  charge  of  the  government  of  this  . 
"  very  important  and  extensive 
"  territory. 

<<  The  assurances  of  your  loyalty 
^^  and  attachment  to  our  most  gra- 
<'  cious  sovereign  and  (he  British 
<<  constitution,  must  be  at  all  times 
"  highly  gratifying  to  me,  and  par- 
^^  ticularly  so  at  the  present  mopnent 
*^  of  my  entering  on  the  government 
"  of  this  remote  colony  ;  and  I  feel 
"  particularly  gratified  by  the  ex- 
"  pression  of  your  confidence  in  my 
<*  just  and  upright  administration 
"  of  it. 

'^  It  will  ever  be  the  uppermost 
"  wish  of  my  heart  to  promote  the 
"  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
*^  country  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
*<  govern,  and  to  encourage  by  every 
<<  means  in  my  power  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  of  it  to  become  religious, 
"  sober,  and  industrious  good  sub- 
"  jects. 

"  I  feel  confident  that  the  inhabi- 
<^  tants  of  this  colony  will  see  the 
"  propriety  and  necessity  of  burying 
^^  in  oblivion  all  party  spirit,  which 
"  may  have  resulted  from  the  late 
"  unhappy    disturbances ;    and    I 
"  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon 
"  the  minds  of  the  upper  classes  "of 
"  society,  how  highly  essential  it  is 
*<  to  the  welfare,  prosperity,  tran- 
*  quillity,  and  happiness  of  the  com- 
'*  munity  at  large,  that  they  should 
'<  set  an  example  of  subordination, 
'^  morality,  and  decorum ;  and  by 
'<  rigidly  adhering  to  this  line  of 
'<  conduct,  this    country  must  in- 
'<  evitably  increase  in  consequence, 
<<  opulence,  respectability,  and  im« 
"  portance." 

Government  House,  Sydney, 
January  16th,  1810. 
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From  a  tAr.  George  Gnest,  a  few 
days  since  arrived  from  the  Derwent, 
we  learn  the  following  particulars 
relatiye  to  that  settlement,  which 
may  appear  interesting. 

The  gronnd  under  cultivation  Mr. 
Guest  considers  to  be  about  1500 
acres.  The  crop  of  wheat  of  the 
present  year's  growth  he  considers 
vtrill  scarcely  average  eight  bushels 
to  the  acre,  owing  to  the  seed,  which 
was  mostly  sent  from  hence,  having 
been  of  very  indifferent  quality. 
Sixteen  acres  of  Mr.  Gnesf  s  own 
growth,  he  scarcely  imagines  will 
produce  three  bushels  to  &e  acre. 

The  flock  of  homed  cattle  is  in 
very  good  condition,  and  the  prices 
of  articles  are  much  similar  to  those 
with  us;  fresh  beef,  mntton,  and 
pork,  being  1«.  6d.  per  lb. ;  potatoes 
2^  per  ditto ;  fowls  dear,  being  from 
5t.  to  68,  each ;  tea  8«.  to  128,  per  lb. ; 
sugar  lOd.  per  ditto  -,  spirits  15«.  to 
16«.  per  bottle ;  and  the  store  price 
of  wheat  2l9.  per  bushel  before  the 
Union  arrived. 

The  different  settlements  of  agri- 
culture are.  New  Norfolk,  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Hobart  Town,  on  the 
banks  of  a  fine  fresh-water  river, 
Aavigable  at  high  water  to  a  vessel 
of  the  Lady  Nelsoa^s  burthen ;  the 
next  that  we  notice  is  Herdsman's 
Cove,  about  mid-way  between  Ho- 
bart and  the  above ; — This  has  only 
been  settled  a  few  months  since  by 
settlers  from  Norfolk  Island,  who 
Have  not  yet  been  able  to  plant  any 
thinff  but  potatoes ; — the  river  gets 
brackish  at  high  water.  The  next 
is  Kangaroo  Pomt,  which  is  about 
two  miles  from  the  town,  but  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  well 
watered  by  a  very  fine  run ;  and  at 
aboBt  a  mile  more  distant  from  Ho- 

tt  is  New  Town,  which  was  the 
t  settlement  made.  Ralph's  Bay 
IS  about  eight  miles  from  Hobart, 
and  alsp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  Here  from  IHO  to  200  acres 
are  in  cultivation  by  the  Norfolk 
settlers,  about  two  hundred  of  whoi^ 
have  at  dlfiferent  times  been  r^noved 
thither  with  their  famiUes,amoimting 
to  1100  persons  more  or  less.   The 


land  near  the  town  is  coiiisidered 
some  of  the  best  yet  cultivated,  and 
is  mostly  laid  out  in  gardens,  which 
produce  vegetables  in  tolerable 
abundance. 


February  2Ath. 

His  honor  lieutenant-Govemor 
O'Connell  returned  yesterday  from 
his  tour  through  th^  different  parts 
of  this  settlement,  having  completed 
thereby  the  general  muster  which 
commenced  here  on  the  1st  instai^t. 
We  learn  with  much  satisfaction^ 
that  the  ripening  com  presented  to 
him  in  every  direction  the  faitest 
prospect  of  an  abundant  'harvest ; 
and  nis  honor,  we  are  informed,  has 
been  pleased  to  express  great  admi- 
ration of  the  picturesque  scenery 
which  presented  itself  to  his  view  in 
various  situations,  but  more  especi; 
ally  of  that  on  the  frnitfal  banks  oJT 
the  Hawkesbury,  and  at  the  safne 
time  much  satisfaction  at  the  rapid 
progress  of  British  industry  on  these 
remote  dhotes. 


March  Slsf. 

Head  Qiiaolersy 
Government  House,  Sydney. 

It  being  necessary,  for  the  sake 
of  regtflarity  in  the  accounts  of  f^e 
corps,  as  well  as  for  allowing  a  t'^a- 
sonafole  time  for  snpplying  tiie  iilen 
with  sea  necessaries  for  the  voyage 
to  England,  that  a  period  should  be 
fixed  for  the  volunteering  of  men 
from  the  102nd  into  the  Tftrd  regi- 
ment to  cease,  the  iiommander  iffuke 
forces  directs,  that  it  may  be  fiilly 
explained  to  the  former  corps,  fhai 
no  men  ^11  foe  allowed  to  voluMeer 
after  the  6th  day  of  the  next  month 
of  April;  with  the  ^xceptioA  df  the 
two  detachments  expected  to  arrive 
at  Head  Quarters,  ttx)in  Newcastle 
and  Norfolk  Island. 

By  command  of  his  ExceH^cy, 

T.  $.  CLfeATKXJLND. 

Actum  Major  Of  Brigi^e. 
Tharsday,  Marra  29,  I9I1I. 
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Yesterctay  hU  Exceltency  ai^d 
fiohily  paid  a  visit  to  Paramatta^ 
from  wnence  they  return  iA  a  few 
dayl. 

Commodore  Bligh  is  now  on  a 
jonmey  to  the  interior  before  he 
leares  this  colony,  which  will  take 
{Aace  on  the  11th  of  next  month. 


ApiH  21««. 

Ab  elegant  entertainment  was  this 
day  given  by  John  Palmer,  Esq.  at 
his  seat  at  Woollamoola,  to  a  large 
company  of  fashionables. — Present, 
'  his  Excellency  and  lady ;  and  many 
of  the  principal  officers,  civil,  mili- 
tary and  naval,  with  their  ladies. 

By  the  Cyclops  from  Hobart, 
we  receive  the  lamentable  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Collins,  who  departed  this 
Efe  suddenly  on  the  evening  of  the 
^4ih  of  March  last,  while  sitting  in 
his  chair,  conversing  with  his  sur- 
geon, who  bad  attended  him  during 
a  short  illness  of  six  days. 

The  most  marked  respect  was 
paid  to  the  remains  of  the  above 
officer  by  every  description  of  per- 
sons in  the  settlement.  The  funeral 
service  was  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Knopwood,  who  delivered  a 
pathetic  and  truly  appropriate  ser- 
ntoh  on  the  occasion,  l^e  funeral 
was  aittended  by  aH  the  officers  of 
the  settlement,  lieutenant  Lord  of 
the  ^Marines  following  the  bier  as 
chief  mourner,  succeeded  by  a  nn- 
tnerotii^  train  of  mourners ;  upwards 
of  six  hundred  persons  having  as- 
seinbled  to  pay  tiie  last  duties  of 
respect  to  their  revered  commander. 

The  command  of  the  settlement  of 
Hdbart  devolves  on  lieutenant  Lord^ 
iintil  his  Excellency  the  governor-in- 
chiersinstructions  shall  be  received. 

TO  BE  SOLD  hX  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 

By  Mr.  Bevan, 
An  elegant  four-wheeled  chariot. 


with  plated  mbtmted  harness  for 
four  horses  complete ;  and  a  hand- 
some lady's  side-saddle  and  bridle. 
May  be  viewed  on  application  to 
Mr.  Bevan. 


On  Monday  last  a,  ferew6ll  hte 
was  given  by  his  Excellency  in 
honour  of  Commodore  Bligh  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Putland,  on  which 
occasion  a  numerous  party  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  were  invited,  among 
whom  were  most  of  the  officers  civiL 
miUtary,  and  naval.  Government 
House  was  neatlv  decorated,  and 
brUUantly  Ughted;  the  ball-room 
hung  round  with  festoons  of  flowen 
encirclingf  the  initials  of  Mrs.. Put! 
land  and  Commodore  l>Ugh  in  a  veir 
neat  device.  In  the  eveuing  a  £a£ 
was  given,  which  was  supported  with 
uncommon  vivacity  until  *<  the 
"  twinkUng  stars  gave  notice  of  ap- 
"  proaching  day  f  a  handsome  fire- 
work was  also  displayed  on  the 
occasion,  between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  eleven  j  and  no  single  circum- 
stance was  omitted  that  could  con- 
vey an  idea  of  the  respect  enter- 
tamed  by  his  Excellency,  for  the  dis- 
tinguished persons  in  compliment  to 
whom  the  entertainment  had  beei 
given. 

On  Friday,  the  day  appointed  for 
the  commodore's  embarkation,  Ibe 
73rd  regiment  were  under  arms  at 
eleven,  tor  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
usual  honours  to  the  late  governor- 
m-chief  on  his  departure,  the  lines 
extendmg  from  the  Government 
Wharf  round  by  Government  Gate, 
and  down  the  avenue  to  Govemmeol 
House  which  faces  the  bridge.  Ai 
halfpast  eleven  the  commodoi^ 
conducting  Mrs.  Putland,  entered 
the  ranks  at  the  end  of  the  bridgoi 
and  proceeded  to  GpvemmSS 
House,  where  the  officers  civil  and 
military  were  assembled  to  take 
their  leave.  About  twelve  the  eom< 
modore,  accompanied  by  his  Excel- 
lency  the  govenior-m<hief,attended 
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by  a  numerous  company  of  officers, 
moved  towards  the  wharf,  the  mili- 
tary presenting  arms,  and  the  band 
of  the  73rd  preceding  the  procession, 
phiying  "  God  save  the  King.**  As 
toon  as  the  commodore,  Mrs.  Put- 
land,  and  suite  entered  the  commo- 
dore*s  barge,  on  the  bow  of  which 
the  broad  pendant  was  displayed, 
the  battery  commenced  saluting; 
tiie  barge  passed  round  the  shipping, 
from  each  of  which  he  was  saluted 
vrith  yards  manned ;  and  on  reaching 
the  Porpoise  the  Hindostan  first 
began  saluting,  which  immediately 
became  general. 


May  5th. 

On  Tuesday  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon  embarked  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ship  Dromedary,  Colonel 
William  Paterson,of  the  102nd  regi- 
ment, formerly  lieutenant-governor 
of  this  colony,  and  his  lady.  On 
this  occasion  the  avenue  leading 
from  his  honor's  late  residence  to  the 
Government  Stairs  was  lined  by  the 
grenadier  company  of  the  73rd  regi- 
ment, presenting  arms,  the  regi- 
mental band  playing  the  ever  fa- 
vourite air  **  God  save  the  King." 
His  honor  and  4a(ly  were  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  -  Governor 
O'Conneli,  and  a  numerous  company 
of  officers  civil  and  military,  who 
took  their  leave  at  the  end  of  the 
wharf,  where  a  handsome  puinace 
awaited  their  approach.  On  taking 
water,  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns  was 
fired  from  the  battery, and  reiterated 
cheers  were  given  by  the  spectators 
on  and  about  the  wharf,  which  were 
re-echoed  from  each  vessel  as  the 
pinnace  passed .  W  hen  a-breast  of 
tiie  public  landmg  wharf,  the  like 
salutes  were  given  by  a  numerous 
body  of  inhabitants  who  were  there 
assembled ;  and  ten  crowded  boats 
followed  the  colonel's  pmnace  in 
succession,  cheering  all  the  way,  as 
a  public  demonstration  of  respect 
towards  an  officer  who  had  for  many 


years  been  the  second  in  command 
m  the  colony,  and  whose  urbanity  of 
manners^  joined  to  a  true  benevor 
lence  of^  disposition,  had  endeared 
him  to  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants. . 

On  Thursday  a  splendid  dinner 
was  given  by  his  honor  Lieutenant- 
Governor  O'Counell  to  a  select  party, 
among  whom  were  his  Excellency 
the  governor  and  lady.  Commodore 
.Bligh  and  Mrs.  Putland,  who  had 
relanded,  and  several  officers  civil 
and  military,  and  their  ladies. 

Commodore  Bligh  goes  home  in 
the  Hindostan,  to  which  ship  his  flag 
has  been  transferre4  from  the  Por- 
poise. 

Four,  out  of  the  five  deserters 
from  the  Indispensiblc,  Captain 
Best,  have  been  apprehended,  and 
are  held  in  custody  until  the  return 
oi  the  ship. 

The  following  express,  from  a 
correspondent  at  Paramatta,  dated 
Monday,  April  30th,  we  acknow- 
ledge the  recept  of  by  its  insertion. 

The  annals  of  this  country  have 
never  been  able  to  record  such  a 
series  of  pleasant  and  outri  pastimes 
— such  feats  of  humour  and  fun,  so 
congenial  to  the  temper  and  to  the 
spirit  of  Englishmen,  as  this  day  has 
produced  in  and  near  the  town  of 
Paramatta. 

Horseracing  was  tlie  leading  fea- 
ture of  the  day  -,  and  this  sport  com- 
menced with  a  race  between  the 
celebrated  horse  Paramatta  and  the 
well-known  bay  horse  Belfast,  which 
was  won  by  the  former.  A  trotting 
match  succeeded ;  when  the  famous 
mare  Miss  Kitty  was  victorious, 
going  over  the.  ground  in  a  style 
scarcely  to  be  surpassed  by  some  of 
the  first  trotters  in  England.  On 
these  matches  bets  to  a  considerable 
amount  were  depending. 

When  those  animals  had  retired 
from  the  field,  the  old  (but  not  very 
humane  or  merciful)  custom  of  cock- 
fighting  was  introduced  j  and  a  main 
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of  cocks  was  fought — the  chances  of 
which  were  for  a  long  tirae  preca- 
rious, until  at  length  deaih  decided 
the  victory,  aud  the  survivor  was 
borne  off  triumphant. 

Then  succeeded  the  motley  mirth 
of  foot-racing,  wheelbarrow  races, 
or  rather  stumblings,  for  the  heroes 
who  had  the  charge  of  these  wooden 
concerns  were  blindfolded,  to  give 
them  the  ftdrer  chance  of  ejecting 
that  by  accident  which  they  had  no 
vUible  means  of  doing.    Jumping  in 
sacks  came  next  in  order;  and  a 
venerable  host  gave  the  calculated 
complement  of  calico  for  a  cltemise 
to  be  run  for  by  three  vestals  of  the 
current  order ;  this  was  a  very  warm 
cimtest,  and  was  obstinately  kept 
up  as  long  as  the  fair  competitors 
could  themselves  keep  up;  but  tliis 
not  being  practicable,  nor  altogether 
answerable   to  the  wishes  of   the 
spectators,  the  prize  was  given  to 
the  lucky  fair  one,  who  received  it 
<<  nothing  loath/' 


May  Wh. 

'  Government  House,  Sydney. 
A  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
will  be  held  at  Sydney,  on  Mondav, 
tl^e  2&th  day  of  this  present  monu, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for 
the  trial  of  such  persons  as  shall  be 
brought  before  it. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 

Government  House,  Sydney. 
Saturday,  May  12, 1810. 
His  Excellency  the  governor,  in 
order  to  promote  the  interest  of  tiie 
settlers  and  the  welfare  of  the  colony 
at  large,  and  with  a  view  1;o  secure 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  grain  for  the 
ensuing  year,  has  granted  his  pei^ 
mission  for  a  proportion  of  the  pri- 
vates of  the  73rd  regiment,  to  employ 
themselves  among  the  cultivators 
throughout  the  settlements  during 
the  seed  time,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  reaping  their  lands  only; 
and  who  are  to  be  paid  by  the 


settlers  m  grain  or  money  afler  the 
colonial  rates. 

On  Tuesday  in  the  forenoon  was 
married  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden, 
at  Government  House,  Sydney,  his 
honor  lieutenant-Governor  Maurice 
Charles  0*ConneIl,  to  Mrs.  PuUand, 
daughter  of  Commodore  Bligh',  late 
governor  of  this  territory  and  its 
dependencies. 

Samuel  Pugh,  rope-maker,  begs 
to  inform  masters  and  owners  of 
vessels,  that  he  has  recently  esta- 
blished a  rope-walk  at  the  Back 
Row  West,  where  all  orders  for  rope 
or  cordage  of  any  kind  will  be 
attended  to  with  the  utmost  dispatcl), 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY  PRIVATE 
CONTRACT, 
A  capital  farm  at  Richmond  Hill, 
consisting  of  seventy-five  acres  of 
the  best  land  in  that  excellent 
neighbourhood,  seventeen  or  eigh- 
teen acres  in  cultivation  and  having 
a  beautiful  orchard,  with  a  very 
commodious  brick-built  family  resi- 
dence, the  property  of  John  Ryan, 
of  whom  particulars  may  be  known. 

7Srd  Regiment 
Wanted,  for  the  use  of  the  above  -^ 
regiment,  from  one  to  two  thousand 
pounds  in  specie,  for  which  a  set  of 
bills  will  be  immediately  given  on 
the  agents  in  London. 

John  Birch,  Paymaster. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
On  Monday  momine  last  a  salute 
of  nineteen  guns  was  fired  from  the 
battery  at  Dawefi's  Point,  on  His 
Majesty^s  ship  Hindostan,  bearing 
Conunodore  Blights  broad  pendant, 
getting  under  weigh  to  drop  down 
to  the  Heads,  from  whence  she  this 
day  sailed  for  England  with  the  Por- 
poise and  Dromedary. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  letter  signed  *'  Anonymous" 
is  received. — Tie  piece  of  poetry  it 
encloses,  would  have  appeared  were 
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it  not  winpajfiedia^y  pointed  in  its 
ulnston,  as  to  require  a  pennission 
for  it»  insertion  from  me  distin- 
guished characters  alluded  to,  with- 
out which  we  could  |u>t  presux^^ 
upon  so  great  a  liberty.. 


\ 


June2aid. 


A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  race-course  will  be  held  at  the 
n;ies8-room  of  the  officers  of  the  73rd 
regiment,  09  Monday  next,  at  two 

Sydney,  JTiii^e  and,  18JKU 


June  l^th, 

GOVERNMENT  and  GENERAL 
ORDERS. 

Government  House,  Sydney. 
Saturday,  June  16, 1810. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  has 
been  pleased  to  appomt  Captain 
John  Murray,  of  the  Hrd  regiment, 
to  be  comniandant  of  the  settiement 
at  tlobart  Town,  i^'Van  Dieman^s 
Land,  till  further  orders ;  and  hie  \s 
accordingly  to  be  obeyed  and  re- 
spected as  such. 

Hia  f^ellency  has  also  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Samuel  Bate^ 
Esq.  to  act  as  deputy  judge-ailvocaite 
at  the  settlenient  of  HoB^rt  Tf own, 
in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  until  Hut 
Mivi^ty's  pleasure  shall  be  known. 

The  governor  has  likewise  been 
pleased  to  tqppoiiit  Lieutenant  Tho- 
i^as  Wright,  of  the  73rd  regiment, 
to  be  inspector  of  the  public  works 
at  Hojl>art  Town,  till  further  orders. 

lieutenant  Edward  Lord,  of  the 
cyrps  of  Rpyal  Marines,  has  obtained 
permission  from  his  Excellen^cy  th,e 
governor,  to  return  to  England  1^ 
ue  first  convenient  opportunity  for 
the  recovery  offals  health,  and  to  bi& 
absent  from  his  duty  at  Hobart 
Town  for  twelve  months  frop  the 
d^t^  of  his  embarkation, 

C^t^  Jdh^M^ri^y,  of  tl^  79f 4 


regiment,  and  Leopard  FoshiAiBik^ 
Esq.  have  been  appointed  jn4tii«B9 
of  the  p^ace  and  magistrates  for  tfae 
settl^ent  iif  Hobart  Towa,  ia  tbe 
county  of  Buckingham,  la  V«ii 
IXiem^n's  Land;  and  are  to  be 
obeyed  and  respected  as  such  ac- 
cordingly. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Dijuie,  of  tk» 
73rd  regiment,  commanding  the  de- 
tachment of  that  corpa  now  stationed 
at  Paxamatta,  has  been  appointed  a. 
justice  of  peace  and  magistrate  w 
that  district,  and  is  to  be  obeyed 
and  respected  as  4ach. 

In  coni^ideration  of  the  additional 
duties  that  Lieutenant  Durie  viU 
have  to  perform  9»  commaodinf 
o^cer  and  magistrate  atParamatla» 
his  Excellency  the  governor  ifi 
pleas^  to  direct,  that  he  ahatt  se- 
ceive  an  allaw^e  of  five  shiUiiupi 
per  day,  from  this  date,  to  \m  pwd 
him  out  of  the  police  fuad. 

By  command  of  his  Escellency, 
John  Thosui  Caqilpbvu^ 
Secretary. 

This  day  Captain  Murray's  com- 
pany, on  duty  at  P^icamatta,  was 
relieved  by  the  detadunent  com- 
manded by  lieujtenant  Dmie,  and 
embta^ked  on  bof^d  the  ^ingGeorge 
for  Hobart  Town. 

Assize  of  brei^  iox  Ibe  ensning 
week,  lid. 

Average  prices  of  W^^dkiA  at  this 
day's  marl^et:— 

Mutton,  pork,  and  beef,  1«.  fid.  per  lb. 
Wheat,  12.  If.  ^^.  per  bnshfO. 
M^z^,  54t.  fid.  per  WuhfiL 
P^ta^to^s,  llf.  6d.  p«Jf  cwt 
Fowls,  ^g,  fid.  each. 
Eggs,  2«.  fid.  p«ir  doiea. 


Y^i^rday  a  bendi  of  magislntei 
assembled  fojr  the  purpose  of  tfiking 
iilto  fonAJ^deration  a^  applicatioo 
ff^m  a  aunber  of  irepAi^tahle  houaa« 
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^Mjn  to  be  attiwfd  licences  to 
retKil  beer  and  ales,  and  nearly  fiftys 
were  approved. 


JtmeWh 

WANTED, 
About  se^eo  bushels  of  well-banit 
lime,  to  be  delivered  at  1000  bushels 
per  iQonth,  to  commence  from  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1810.  Apply  to  Lewi4 
Jones,  No.  7,  Lower  Chapel  Row, 
Sydney. 


Assize  of  bread  feyr  the  ensumg 
week,  lid. 

Average  prices  of  articles  at  this 
day^s  nuLrket — 

Ulutton,  pork,and  beef,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
Wheat,  \L  5s.  Od.  per  bnsheL 
Maize,  Os.  per  bushel 
Potatoes,  15s.  per  cwt. 
Fowls,  %$.  each. 
Eggs,  as.  5d.  per  dozen. 

NOTICE. 
Tlie  stewards  of  the  races  request, 
th|it  no  gentleman  will  ride  or  drive 
over  the  course  that  hs^  been  marked 
opt  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  as 
jpnfih  hPiiury  has  already  been  done 
by  persons  gallopping  over  it  in  its 
umiished  state ;  the  clerk  of  the 
^nne  (Mr.  John  Reddington)  has 
authority  to  stop  all  horses  or  carts 
h^  may  after  this  notice  find  at- 
tfonping  to  cross  the  course ;  and  it 
is  hoped,  that  every  well-wisher  to 
the  races  will  lend  him  every  assist- 
ance. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Sydney  Gazette. 
<*Sir, 

«  The  great  Creator  having 
igftde  of  tme  klooil  all  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  taking  for  granted  that 
the  natives  of  New  Squth  Wales  ar^ 
p^mble  oi  instrqction  and  civiliza- 
tioD,  I  should  be  extremely  oMg^ 
by  tiie  fivour  of  an  answer  ta  the 


foUowiag  ^pery,  ailhn  ]inhttely 
through  your  paper,  or  privately  to 
be  left  at  the  Gazette  Office. 

<*  Qa^.^What  plan  caa  be 
adopted,  what  means  used,  or  what 
steps  taken,  whereJi>y  we  may  moat 
^[>eedily  and  effectually  clviUte  and 
evangetUe  the  natives  of  New  Sooth 
Wales,  local  cifcumstances  consio 
dered? 

^  I  am,  sir, 
<^  Y#Br  obedient  fiervant, 

^  Phiulhtwiovos.'^ 


JtOylM. 

TotheBrittteroftheSydaeyaaaette. 

Sir, 

Id  answer  to  the  Qncry  of 
PhilanthrofXM,  I  beg  to  coBuawii* 
cate  the  following  remarks,  whleh, 
should  they  appear  relevant  to  th^ 
design  of  your  correspondent  who 
has  humanely  suggested  the  idea  of 
rescuiuje  the  natives  of  New  Soolh 
Wales  trom  their  deplorable  stale  of 
barbarism,  I  should  be  proud  to 
recognize  in  one  of  your  eamtst 
columns. 

My  first  observation  mnst  conVey 
the  painful  notion,  that  those  people 
appear  to  possess  every,  quali^  that 
can  tend  to  discourage  the  hope  of 
their  ever  becoming  civilized  beings 
after  they  reach  an  adnlt  state* 
That  they  are  too  indolent  to  provide 
fortheir  common  wants,  their  prefer*^ 
ence  to  a  state  of  nakedness  in  lien 
of  the  most  trivial  exertion  tq  Min^ 
themselves  from  the  weather,  wfaieb 
they  nevertheless  acutely  lieeli  is 
doubtless  a  demonstration;  as  is 
lOso  that  of  their  mattention  to  the 
culture  of  a  single  herb  or  plant, 
whence  they  are  obliged  to  content 
themselves  with  whatsoever  chiwce 
may  ,contribote  to  the  immftdiaitr 
calls  of  appetite,  and  deyour  the 
most  losUhsome  insects  and  rep* 
tiles,  with  the  most  nau^e^ns  iUa, 
that  can  with  the  least  trouble  te 
fthtamed.  Thi;^  trault  in  theur  cha* 
neter  is  «|one  ^snfficieat,  ui  n^ 
opinion,  to  repel  the  prospect  ^f 
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civilising  the  grown  people  without 
the  use  of  force f  to  bring  them  first 
to  industry,  without  which  civiliza- 
tion would  go  back  to  barbarism,  and 
barbarism  consequently  never  can 
approach  to  civilization.  If,  there- 
fore, they  could  be  made  industrious, 
their  condition  would  be  impit>ved ; 
a  relish  for  the  indulgences  whieh 
would  thereby  come  vdthin  their 
reach  would  excite  wants;  these 
would  beget  exertion ;  aftd  even  the 
natives  of  New  South  Wales  might 
in  process  of  time  derive  advantage 
from  the  inventienof  a  pair  of  fashion- 
able snuffers  or  a  corkscrew,  or  of  the 
most  gaudy  ornaments  and  trinkets 
that  the  first  European  bijouterie 
could  fiimish  to  decorate  the  per- 
sons of  their  fair  country-women. 
Tliat  they  possess  a  genius,  some 
instances  have  informed  usj  several 
that  have  been  taken  from  their 
parents  in  a  state  of  infancy,  have 
been  taught  to  read,  write,  and  con- 
verse with  tolerable  fluency ;  but 
they  possess  so  little  euriogity  or 
'Wish  of  inquiry,  that  I  may  venture 
to  affirm,  that  in  the  course  of  a 
twenty  years  observation  of  Euro- 
pean manners,not  one  has  attempted 
to  build  himself  a  hut,  or  by  the 
slightest  experiment,  to  alleviate  the 
misery  of  his  condition,  if  such  he 
can  at  all  conceive  it. 

It  has  heretofore  been  the  opinion 
of  some,*  that  by.  rearing  a  few 
of  their  children  in  the  families  of 
the  European  settlers,  the  parents 
might  eventually  be  guided  by  their 
precept  and  example ;  but  this  ex- 
pectation has  hitherto  been  foiled  -, 
for,  as  they  advanced  in  growth, 
they  flew  to  opposite  extremes — 
either  conceiving  an  utter  abhor- 
rence of  the  society  and  language  of 
their  countrymen,  or  returning  to 
their  society  and  totally  desertiag 
that  in  which  they  had  been  reared ; 
from  which  extraordinary  contrast 
of  course  it  follows,  that  tiiose  of 
the  first  description  neither  charmed 
by  their  example,  nor  took  any  pains 
to  allure  by  their  precepts;  while 
less  if  pottible  coidd  be  expected 
from  the  latter,  who  had^  by  their 


conduct,  sufficiently  demonstrated 
an  aversion  to  European  manners, 
and  were  soon  initiated  in  the  bar«> 
barous  habits  of /their  forefathers. 

Considering  then,  as  I  am  inclined 
to  do,  that  the  adults  of  our  native 
tribes  are  beyond  the  present  reach 
of  civilization,  I  shall,  some  other 
time,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of 
the  humane  and  charitable  Philan- 
thropos,  sketch  an  outline  of  what  I 
consider  likely- to  insure  the  attain- 
ment of  his  object. 

A.B. 


July  2lst. 

PUBLIC  NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office,  Sydney, 
21st  July,  1810. 

A  ship  being  daily  expected  to 
arrive  here  from  England  with  fe- 
male convicts,  whom  it  is  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor's  intention  to 
distribute  among  the  settlers,  as  in- 
dented servants,  immediately  on 
their  arrival,  and  some  male  con- 
victs being  also  expected,  notice  is 
hereby  given  to  the  settlers  at  large, 
that  such  of  them  as  wish  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of  those  females  in 
their  houses,  and  of  the  men  for 
labour,  are  forthwith  to  apply  to  the 
resident  magistrate  in  their  nuiigh^ 
bourhood,  if  living  in  the  interior,  and . 
those  in  Sydney,  or  its  neighbour- 
hood, to  this  office,  stating  the.  Bum- 
ber  of  each  that  they  vn&h  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 
J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 


September  IsL 

On  Monday  his  Excellency  and 
lady  made  a  visit  to  Paramatta,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben^ 
and  several  military  officers,  l^e 
party  made  an  excursion  on  Tuesday 
beyond  Prospect,and  On  Wednesday 
visited  Pendant  Hills ;  in  the  course 
of  which  pleasant  tour  his  Excel. 
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IcBcy  wy  {leased  to  make  muay 
remarks  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
oouatry,  and  to  suggest  yarions 
plans  of  promised  improvement  and 
ntihty;  and  yesterday  returned  to 
toiwn. 

FitOM  THE  DERWENT  STAR. 

lieutenant  ^Lord,  of  the  Royal 
Marines,  who  after  the  death  .of 
Lieutenant- Goyemor  Collins  sue* 
ceeded  to  the  command  of  the  settle* 
ment  at  Hobart  Town,  arrived  at 
Port  Jackson  in  the  Hunter,  and 
lavours  us  with  the  perusal  of  the 
Ninth  Number  published  of  the 
Derwent  Star  cmd  Van  DieimoCt 
Land  InteVigencer ;  from  which  we 
copy  the  following  extracts :-» 

<<  On  the  6th  of  July,  the  long 
expected  news  from  Sydney  ar- 
rived.—  The  colonial  ship  King 
'George  anchored  in  the  cove,  having 
on  board  Captain  John  Murray,  of 
the  73rd  regiment,  appointed  by  his 
Excellency  Governor  Macquarie,  to 
ba  commandant  of  the  settlement  at 
Hobart  Town,  until  further  orders. 
The  commandant  was  accompanied 
by  his  lady  and  son,  also  by  Lieut. 
Wright,  Lieut.  Gunning,  and  En- 
rign  Campbell,  Assistant -surgeon 
Dermot,  and  a  full  company  of  the 
regiment.  They  were  received  on 
tfa^r  landing  by  the  civil  and  mili- 
taiy  officers,  and  detachment  of  the 
Royal  Marines,  in  the  usual  form, 
toad  were  escorted  to  Government 
House.  The  next  day  the  troops 
were  disembarked,  the  tents  were 
intched,  but  the  weather  would  not 
permit  the  troops  to  remain  in  them, 
Hind  they  were  placed  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  new  Public  Store,  which 
is  BOW  formed  into  a  convenient 
barrack,  as  from  the  severity  of  the 
season  they  could  not  continue  under 
canvas. 

'<  As  soon  after  his  arrival  as  the 
'weather .  would  allow,  the  com- 
mandant dispatched  an  express  over- 
land to  Poi-t  Dalrymple,  to  announce 
it  to  Major  Gordon  of  that  settle- 
ment. 
i    <*  A  supply  of  wet  and  dry  pro- 


vinons  for  the  store  were  receiTed 
by  this  ship." 

The  production  of  a  periodical 
print  in  an  infant  sister  settlement 
must  convey  to  the  mind  a  strong 
idea  of  its  rapid  progress,  and  of  the 
energy  of  our  liberal  government  in 
countenancing  and  supporting  such 
exertions  as  are  laudable  and  bene- 
ficial in  their  tendency. 

The  Derwent  Star  is  a  neat  pabli- 
cation,  printed  every  fortnight  in  a 
quarto  size.  It  contains  the  govern- 
ment, orders,  and  various  articles  of 
intelligence,  of  the  style  of  which 
the  alx»ve  will  serve  as  a  specimen, 
together  with  some  advertisements. 
To  the  public  patronage  it  peculiariy 
lays  claim,  as  a  medium  or  informa- 
tion devoted  to  the  public  use  ;  but 
unfortunately  its  limited  circulation 
cannot  promise  any  very  conside* 
rable  advantage  to  those  engaged  in 
it.  Should  any  of  our  readers  how- 
ever,  incline  their  aid  to  the  support 
of  this  infant  production,  we  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  them  the  pub- 
lisher's proposals,  which  are  as  fol- 
low:— Subscribers  to  pay  10s.  per 
quarter,  or  21.  annually ;—« single 
papers  are  sold  at  2s.  each.  - 


September  ^h. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
week,  Wm.  Bronghton,  Esq. 

Assize  of  bread  for  the  ensuing 
week. — ^Wheaten  bread,  12}d.;  In- 
dian com  bread,  Stid,  per  losif,  to 
¥()eigh  21b8. 

Average  prices  of  articles  at  this 
day's  market. —  , 

Mutton,  is.  6d.,  pork  and  beef,  Is. 

4d.  per  lb. 
Wheat,  II.  6s.  4d.  per  bushel. 
Maize,  $s.  per  bushel. 
Potatoes,  17s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Fowls,  8s.  each. 
^SSB>  2<*  3d.  per  doxen^ 

The  raced  commence  on  Monday. 
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the  l&th  of  October,  and  will  con- 
tinue until  the  Friday  following, 
with  the  omission  of  Tuesday  and 
Thursday.  The  course  has  been 
eompleted  ^t  a  very  considerable 
expense,  and  is  esteemed  a  very  fine 
one.  Several  handsome  plates  and 
other  elegant  presents,  among  which 
h  a  sliver  cup  of  tifty  guineas  valne, 
given  by  the  ladies  of  the  colony, 
are  to  be  contended  for  by  the 
horses  of  subscribers  to  the  race- 
course ;  and  a  purse  of  fifty  guineas 
Ivill  be  given  by  the  magistrates  of 
the  colony,  free  for  all  horses,  to  be 
run  for  the  last  day.—From  this 
excellent  institution,  so  liberally  pa- 
tronized and  supported,  we  may 
hope  the  important  advantage  of 
amending  the  breed  of  the  most 
useful  and  most  noble  animal  that 
nature  has  bestowed  on  man.  And 
this,  among  the  many  objects  that 
evince  not  only  a  desire  for  improve- 
ment, but  the  success  of  our  eflbrts 
to  emerge  from  the  obscurity  that 
preceded  the  introduction  of  social 
harmony  into  every  state  and  empire, 
bids  fhir  to  hold  a  very  distinguished 
tank. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
The  communication  of  Amicus,  in 
answer  to  the  Query  of  Philan- 
thropos,  on  the  most  practicable 
mode  of  civilizing  the  natives  of  this 
country,  is  received;  but  as  most  of 
the  hints  closely  correspond  with 
those  of  another  writer  on  the  same 
subject,  (vide  Sydney  Gazettes  lately 
publishea),  the  only  .material  point 
in  which  a  difference  is  discernable 
bearing  upon  that  part  of  the  mode 
already  submitted  to  the  public, 
l^icfa  treats  of  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  the  native  children  that 
itiay  offer  to  our  adoption.  The 
former,  as  upon  reference  to  the 
Gazettes  quoted  will  appear,  urges 
their  alienation  from  the  native 
habits  by  their  admission  into  Euro- 
pean families  of  which  they  might  in 
time  become  useful  members,  aind 
thus  repay  the  care  bestowed  upon 
their  infhncy;  by  means  whereof 
the  expense  and  loss  of  the  time  that 


would  be  necessary  to  the  iastitutioii 
of  an  asylum  at  the  public  expense 
would'  be  avoided.  Amicus  is  how- 
ever of  the  contrary  opinion,  as  will 
appear  from  the  following  passage, 
which  is  precisely  copied  from  the 
article  with  which  he  has  been  kind 
enough  to  favour  us. 

"  The  children  of  the  natives 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  a  mixed 
intercourse  with  our  Own,  but  kept 
as  a  separate  flock,  reserved  for 
a  particular  purpose;  because  tf 
they  be  as  carelessly  attended  to  in 
their  moral  progress  as  our  own 
children  too  commonly  are,  they  will 
in  all  probability  exchange  ignorance 
for  vice,  the  one  to  be  pitied,  the 
other  detested,  ^ow  it  is  not  my 
wish  to  offend  any  one,  Mr.  Printer, 
by  a  severe  conclusion,  nor  do  I 
think  that  what  I  have  said  upon 
this  point  will  be  taken  as  an  offence, 
for  two  reasons;  the  one  because 
those  who  do  bestow  proper  atten- 
tion upon  the  rearing  of  their  clul- 
dren  y^ill  feel  great  gratification  m 
the  knowledge  that  they  do  not  incur 
the  censure ;  and  the  other,  because 
those  of  an  opposite  cast  must  be 
shielded  by  a  want  of  natural  feeling 
from  any  operation  which  a  Just 
rebuke  ought,  to  have  upon  the 
mind.  But  it  is  my  idea,  that  the 
infant  natives  should  have  an  impar- 
tial trial,  or  else  they  had  better 
have  none  at  all;  for  it  certainly 
would  be  better  that  they  should 
continue  in  an  uncultivated  state, 
than  be  polished  merely  to  bccoilae 
corrupt. 

^*  I  consider,  therefore,  that  by 
keeping  them  in  a  small  society 
formed  of  their  own  body,  be  it 
great  or  small,  they  would  avoid  a 
great  evil  which  it  would  be  more 
difficult  to  amend  than  in  the  first 
instance  to  provide  against.  Tis 
efl'ect  this  would  .require  a  capital 
to  defray  the  necessary  charges,  and 
tliis  capital  might  be  raised  by  volnn- 
tary  t:ontribution,  so  that  ail  who 
chose  might  out  of  charity  give 
what  he  pleased,  and  the  little  crea« 
tares,  independent  of  individual 
caprice,  would  be  relieved  from  the 
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fear  of  being  tnrned  ont  of  doors  at 
a  minute's  notice,  which  would  be  aii 
act  of  extreme  cruelty,a»  they  would 
be  forced  to  fly  for  support  to  the 
woods  when  as  little  able  to  endure 
such  a  life  of  misery  as  ourselves. 
With  respect  to  the  pecessity  of 
preservhigthe  native  language  while 
these  children  acquired  the  English 
tongue,  I  think  myself  it  would  for- 
ward the  desirecf  object;  but  I 
cannot  consider  at  the  same  time, 
tliat  this  end  would  be  better  ac- 
complbhed  by  a  mixed  intercourse. 
No,  from  sedate  persons  appointed 
to  direct  and  instruct  them,  they 
would  be  }ed  foiward  in  a  proper 
and  not  in  an  irregular  manner^ 
whereas,  were  the  black  and  white 
children  promiscuously  to  mingle 
for  the  purpose  of  instructing  one 
another  in  their  different  languages, 
little  more  could  be  expected  than  a 
jargon  which  taking  root  among  the 
rising  generation,  might  hereafter  be 
as  foreign  to  the  mother  tongue  as 
is  the  case  with  many  provincial 
dialects.  From  their  preceptors  they 
would  acquire  the  English  language, 
and  by  associating  with  each  other 
they  would  retain  their  own;  and 
surely  it  may  also  with  propriety  be 
supposed,  tlmt  if  their  language  were 
likely  to  become  an  acquisition,  we 
QUjght  with  their  assistance  very  soon 
become  proficients." — The  above 
being  the  only  passage  that  conveys 
any  new  idea,  we  trust  Amicus  will 
excuse  the  omission  of  the  remainder. 

TO  THE  PUBUC. 

The  publisher  of  this  paper  es- 
teeming it  a  duty  to  aid  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  advancement  of  tiie 
press  in  these  infant  cokmies,  re- 
spectfully begs  leave  to  solicit  the 
extension  of  the  public  patronage  to 
the  Derwent  Star,  on  the  terms  of 
snbseription  made  known  in  the 
Gazette  of  last  week ;  the  punctual 
delivery  of  wtiicl^  he  will,  undertake 
on  the  arrival  of  every  vessel  from 
Hobart  Town,  free  of  any  addi- 
tional charge.  Those  who  may  In- 
cline to  lavour  this  Timnxl  produc- 
tion, are  therefore  i<ec[H«%ted  to  for- 


ward their  address  to  the  Sydney 
Gazette  Office. 


September  22nd. 

A  bachelor's  ball  veas  on  Thursday 
evening  given  by  those  gentlemen, 
subscribers  to  the  Sydney  Race 
Course,  who  have  not  yet  paid  their 
devotion  at  the  hymeneal  altar. 
This  convivial  fete  was  honoured 
with  the  presence  of  his  Excellency 
the  governor  and  lady,  his  Honor  the 
lieutenant-governor  and  lady,  and  all 
the  principal  officers  and  ladies  of 
the  colony.  The  apartments  were 
elegantly  fitted  up,  and  beautifully 
decorated  vrith  wreaths  of  flowers, 
bouquets,  and  ornamental  devices 
happily  adapted  to  the  occasion. 
The  company  was  numerous;  and 
such  was  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
men who  took  upon  themselves  the 
duties' of  conducting  the  ceremonies, 
that  the  company  retired  at  a  late 
hour  under  the  ample  persuasion, 
that  the  bachelor's  ball  was  one  of 
the  most  agreeable  private  enter- 
tainments ever  given  in  &is  colony. 


October  dth. 

Government  House,  Sydney, 
Saturday,  October  6,  ISIO. 

It  being  highly  necessary  that 
peace  and  good  order  should  be  pre- 
served at  the  ensuing  races,  and 
that  no  gaming,  drunkenness,  swear- 
ing, or  fighting,  should  be  permitted, 
his  Excellency  the  governor  gives 
this  public  notice,  ttiat  no  booths^ 
stalls,  or  shops,  will  be  allovTed  to 
be  erected  on  or  near  any  part  of 
the  race  ground  during  the  race 
week,  and  that  any  persons  selling, 
or  attempting  to  sell  any  wine, 
liquor,  or  beer,  on  or  near  the  race 
ground,  during  the  race  week,  will 
be  deprived  of  their  licences  (if  they 
have  had  any),  and  prosecuted  be- 
sides for  a  breach  of  these  orders. 

His  Excellency  tiierefore  strictiiy 
forbids  aiid    prohibits  all    species 
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of  gaming;,  dninkeoneas,  sv^eaiiog, 
quarrelliDg,  fighting,  or  boxing 
taking  place  on  or  near  the  race- 
gronnd. — Any  person  transgressine 
tiiese  orders,  or  who  »  detected 
creating  any  noise  or  disturbance, 
will  be  immediately  apprehended 
and  confined  in  gaol ;  and  the  con« 
stables  will  have  strict  orders  to  this 
effect. 

A  CARD. 

The  subscribers  to  the  Sydney 
Race  Course  are  informed,  that  the 
stewards  have  made  arrangements 
for  two  balls  during  the  n^ce  week, 
viz,  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday .— 
Tickets  at  7s.  6d.  each,  to  be  had 
at  Mr.  £.  Wills's,  George  Street. 

An  ordinary  for  the  subscribers 
and  their  friends  each  day  of  the 
races,  at  Mr.  Wills's. — Dinner  on 
table  at  five  o'clock. 


SPORTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

SYDNEY  RACES. 

Mmdayy  15M  October^  1810. 
First  Day. 
A  plate,  value  50  guineas,  given 
by  the  subscribers  to  the  Sydney 
Race  Course  for  hors^  of  all  ages 
belonging  to  subscribers.    The  best 
of  three  2-niile  heats.    Two  yrs  m\d 
to  carry  fist  21b.  8  yrs  old  6^.  121b. 
4  yrs  old  Sst.  5  yrs  old  8st.  81b.  6  yrs 
old  Sst  121b.  and  aged  Ost. 
Capt  Richie's  gr.  g.  Chase,  6 

yrs  old 11 

Mr.  Williams's  r.  g.  Straw- 
berry, 5  yrs  old  -    -    -    -    2    2 
Mijor   Cleaveland's  ch.  g. 

Ratler,  3  yrs  old  -    ...    4    8 
Captain  Cameron's  b.  g.  Hy- 

deraoad,  5  yrs  old  •    -   8  drawn 
Captain  Glenholme's  gr.  g. 

Bryan-boroo,  3  yrs  old      -  dist. 
Mr.  Benfs  gr.  g.  Billy,  5  yrs 

old dist 

A  well-contested   race  between 
Chase  and  Strawberry,  . 


Mi^or  Clcaveland'«  Ratlcir  fetl 
lame. 

Mr.  Wentworfh's  b.  g.  Gig,  8it 
121b.  beat  Mr.  Broughton's  U.  g. 
Jerry,  Sst.  2lb.  8  miles,  fiO  gs.— Gig 
won  easy. 


Wednadoffy  Ylth  October. 

Second  Day. 

A  cap,  value  60  guineas,  given  by 
the  ladies  of  the  colony,  ror  horses 
of  all  ages  belonging  to  subscriben 
to  the  Sydney  Race  Course.  The 
best  of  three  2-mile  heats.  Three 
yrs  old  to  carry  7st  4lb.  4  yrs  old 
Sst  12lb.  6  yrs  old  9st  Sib.  and  aged 
lost 
Mr.  Lord's  b.  g.  Tfp- 

sey,  2  yrs  old    -    •    1    8      S 
Mr.  Oven's    ch.  m. 

Bess;^,  2  yrs  old    -    2    4  drawn 
Mr.  Williams's  r.  g. 

Strawberry,  5  yr» 

old     .    -    -* 


8    2      2 
4    11 


Captain  Richie's  gr.  g. 
Chase,  6  yrs  old    - 

Colonel  O^ConneU's 
bl.  g.  Carlo,  2  yn 
old      -    -----    6    dr. 

Captain  Piper's  ch.  m. 
Miss  Kitty,  aged        5    4      4 
A  good  race  netween  Chase  and 

Strawberry  the  last  two  heats. 
Mr.  Wentworth's  b.  g.  rode  by 

Mr.  Bayley,  beat  Mr.  Brongliton'a 

bl.  g.  Jerry,  rode  by  Capt  Richie,  "S 

miles,  40  gs. 


Fridnnfy  19M  Oekber. 

Third  Day. 

A  purse,  value  50  guineas,  given 
by  the  magistrates  of  the  settlement, 
free  for  all  horses,  (unth  the  excep- 
tion of  the  winner  of  the  plate  and 
cup),  the  best  of  three  2-mile  h^ats. 
Two  yrs  old  to  carry  fist  2lb.  8  yra 
old  78t  41b.  4  yrs  old  Sst  5  yrs  old 
Sst  81b.  6  yrs  old  Sst  12.  and  aged 
Ost 
Mr.  Benn's  bl.  h.  Scratchy 

aged, 11 

Mr.  L.  May's  ch.  g.  Tickle 

Toby,  6  yrs  old  ...-.-    2    2 
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Mr.  miBttDBV  r.  g.  Stnw- 

bcny,  ff  yrs  old  -  -  -  -  S  dr 
Mr.  Underwood's  b.  m.  6  yrs 

old 4  do 

Mr.  'WeBtworth's  b.  g.  Gig, 

Synold fell 

CiHPtaiii  Richie's  r.  g.  Yorick, 

6  yrs  old    ......    dis. 

Bur.  Wentworth's  b.  g.  Gig,  rode 
by  Mr.  Wentwortfa,  Jon.  beat  Mr. 
I^ougfaton's  bl.  g.  Jerry,  nde  by 
tbe  owner ;  S  miles,  20  gt.  play  or 

The  ladies'  cnp,  which  was  of 
▼eiy  snperior  workmanship,  won  by 
Chase,  was  presented  to  Captain 
Richie  by  Mrs.  Macqoarie;  who, 
accompanied  bv  his  Excellency,  ho- 
noured each  dav^s  races  with  her 
presence,  and  who,  with  her  nsnal 
afiability,  was  pleased  to  preface 
^bb  donation  with  the  following  short 
address: 

^  In  the  name  of  the  ladies  of 
^  New  South  Wales,  I  have  the  plea- 
**  sure  to  present  you  with  this  cup. 
**  Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  voa 
^^  on  being  the  tuccessnil  dmdidate 
^  for  it ;  and  to  hope  tfaatit  is  a  pre- 
^  lude  to  future  success,  and  lasting 
"  prosperity." 

THE  SUBSOUBERS'  BALL 
On  Tuesday  and  Thursday  night 
was  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
hit  Excellency  the  governor  and 
lady;  his  Honor  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  lady ;  the  judge-advo- 
cate and  lady;  the  magistrates,  and 
o^r  officers  dvil  and  military,  and 
all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the 
colony.  Over  the  door  of  the  ball^ 
room  a  transparency  was  placed,  of 
the  royal  arms  of  the  United  King- 
dom; tiie  full  band  of  the  73rd 
played  off  ^  God  save  the  King"  in 
exquisite-  style,  and  between  the 
country  dances  filled  the  room  with 
other  melodious  and  appropriate 
airs.  The  business  of  the  meeting 
coidd  not  fail  of  difiusing  a  universal 
glow  of  satisfaction— the  celebration 
of  the  first  liberal  amusement  insti- 
tuted in  the  colony,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  its  patron  and  founder. 
The   bdl-room  was  occupied   tUl 


about  two  o^clock ;  when  part  of  the 
comply  retired,*  and  those  that 
chose  to  remain  formed  into  a  sapper 
party.  After  the  cloth  was  removed 
the  rosy  deity  asserted  his  pre-emi- 
nence, and  with  the  zealous  aid  of 
Momus  and  Apollo  chased  pale 
Cynthia  down  into  the  western 
world. — ^Tbe  blazing  orb  of  day  an- 
nounced his  near  approach ;  and  the 
God  of  the  Chariot  reluctantly  for- 
sook his  company;  Bacchus  drooped 
his  head,  and  I^omus  could  no  longer 
animate.  The  ban  mvanU  no  longer 
relishing  the  tired  deities,  broke  up, 
and  left  them  to  themselves. 

The  dinners  at  Mr.  Wills's,  George 
Street,  were  attended  by  many  of 
the  subscribers  and  their  friends; 
who  did  not  separate  till  late  each 
night  of  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday.  After  dinner  many  loyal 
toasts  were  drunk,  and  in  the  even- 
ing, mirth  and  eood  humour  floated 
round  the  board. 

Elis  Excellency  the  governor  has 
been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Mathew 
John  Gibbons  to  be  clerk  of  the 
public  market  in  the  town  of  Sydney, 
with  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds  sterling 
per  annum,  which  is  to  be  paid  him 
from  the  police  fond,  commencing 
from  ihe  1st  of  the  present  month. 
Mr.  Gibbons  has  also  been  appointed 
a  constable  in  the  town  of  Sydney, 
and  is  to  be  accordingly  obeyed  as 

SUOT. 


N(n)emberl7ih. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  and 
lady,  accompanied  by  a  party  of 
officers  and  gentlemen,  left  Para- 
matta at  six  o'clock  yesterday  morn- 
ing, on  a  visit  to  the  Cow  Pasture 
Plains,  to  view  the  herds  of  wild 
cattle. 


December  difu 
On  Saturday  evening  last  his  Ex<« 


Digitized 


ed  by  Google 


558 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


[1810. 


tiellency  the  governor/family,  and 
dnite,  aiTived  at  the  Green  Hills,  to 
lilrhich  beautiful  situation  it  has  since 
been  his  Excellency's  pleasure  to 
l^ve  the  name  of  Windsor,  and  was 
expected  in  Paramatta  this  day, 
after  his  very  extensive  tour 
throughout  the  various  settlements. 


December  15th 

GOVERNMENT  AND  GENERAL 
ORDERS. 

Government  House,  Sydney, 
Saturday,  Dec.  16, 1810. 
His  Excellency  the  governor  bemg 
now  returned  from  his  late  extensive 
tour  of  inspection  through  the  various 
districts  of  this  colony,  where  agri- 
enlture  and  the  breeding  of  cattle 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
numerous  settlers,  deems  it  expe>- 
i^&Dt  to  express  freely  liis  sentunents 
thereon. — His  Excellency  has  been 
much  gratified  by  the  natural  fer- 
tility and  beauty  of  the  country  in 
.  genei^;  and  having  paid  very 
miDute  attention  to  the  progress  of 
husbandry  in  this  widely  extended 
Colony,  feels  that  he  has  much  to 
commend  in  the  general  industry  of 
the  settlers,  and  in  the  progress 
they  have  made  in  the  clearing  of 
their  lands,  and  the  preparing  them 
for  the  growth  of  grain. — His  Excel- 
lency is  also  happy  in  observing, 
that  the  very  increased  extent  of 
land  at  present  under  grain,  provi- 
dentially favoured  by  the  fineness  of 
the  season,  and  the  rednndance  of 
the  crops,  give  full  promise  of  a  most 
plentiful  liarvest,  to  crown  the  best 
wishes  of  the  industrious  husband- 
man.—  The  banks  of  the  rivers 
Hawkesbury  and  Nepean,  in  parti- 
cular, hold  forth  the  prospect  of  a 
most  luxuriant  harvest. 

His  Excellency,  however,  cannot 
forbear  expressing  his  regret,  jthaf 
the  settlers  in  gen^td  have  not  paid 
that  attention  to  domestic  comfort 
which  they'OHght  to'do,  by  erecting 
commodious  residences  for  them- 
selves, and  suitable  hotisingforthe 


reception  of  their  grain  and  cstde; 
nor  can  he  refrain  from  observing 
Oil  the  miserable  clotiiingof  many  or 
the  people,  whose  means  of  pro- 
viding decent  apparel,  at  least,  are 
sufficiently  obvious  to  leave  them 
without  any  excuse  for  tiiat  neglect. 
— His  Excellency,  therefore,  ear- 
nestly recommends  and  tmsts,  that 
they  will  pay  more  attention  to  those 
very  important  objects;  and,  by  a 
strict  regard  to  economy  and  tempe- 
rance, that  they  wiU,  on  his  next 
ftnnual  totar,  enable  him  to  give  a 
more  unqualified  i^probation  to 
their  exertions. 

His  Excellency  has  been  sorry  to 
find,  that  the  landholders  of  the 
lower  class  are  in  general,  very  in- 
adequately supplied  ifwth    homed 
cattle,  sheep,  or  ^ats ;  and  being 
anxious  to  render  them  every  facility 
in  his  power  towards  their  possessing 
the-  advantages   of  live  stock,  is 
pleased  to  make  known  to  them, 
that  such  persons  as  do  not  already 
possess  those  comforts  and  advan- 
tages, may  be  supplied  from  ttie 
government    herds  witli    one  cow 
each,  on  the  following  terms,  nmrneliif^ 
payment  to  be  made  for  the  same 
in  grain  or  moiiey,  as  may  be  most 
convenient    to    the    purchaser,  in 
eighteen  montiis  after  receiving  her; 
but  none  need  apply  for  such  indul- 
gence, except  those  who  csm  lu'log 
unquestionable  voucliers    for  their 
honesty  and  industry,  and  are  ready 
to  give  good  security  for  t^eii*  re- 
taining such  cow  and  her  offspring 
in  their    own    possession    for  the 
counse  of  three  years  from  the  time 
of  receiving  her. — They  may  be  fur- 
ther accommodated  with  a  propor- 
tion of  sheep  from  the  govemment 
flocks,  under  the  same  restrictions. 
r~Wi1ii  such  assistance  from  govern- 
ment, and  the  steady  exertion  of 
industry  on  the  part  of  the  settlers 
themselves,  the    governor  is  fuQy 
convinced    that    they    may   very 
shortly  become  as  happy,  thriving^ 
and  prosperous    a  people  as  aqy 
ether  lliroughout  His  Majesty's  ex- 
tenisive  dominions. 
The  frequent  inundations  of  the 
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rivers    Hawkesbi^ry   and   Nepean 
haying  been  hitherto  attended  with 
the  most    calamitous  effects  with 
regard  to  the  crops  growing  in  their 
vicinityy  and  of  consequence  of  most 
serious  injury  to  the  necessary  sub* 
sistence  of  the  colony,  the  governor 
has  deemed  it  expedient  (in  order 
to  guard  as  far  as  human  foresight 
can  extend  against  the  recurrence 
pf  such  calamities),  to  erect  certain 
townships  on  the  most  convenient 
aud  eligible  high   grounds  in  the 
j^everal  distticts   subject  to  those 
inundations,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering every  possible  accommoda- 
tion and  security  to  the  settlers, 
whose  farms  are    exposed  to  the 
jQoods.    In  pursuance  of  this  plan, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  he  has  already  fixed  on 
the  most  eligible  situations  within 
the  several  districts  bordering  on 
those  rivers,  and  has  marked  out 
upon  the  commons  or  unoccupied 
f^TQwn  lands,  the  situations  where 
the  towQships  are  to  be  established, 
and  each  settler  will  be  assigned  an 
allotment  of  ground  for  a  dwelling 
house,  offices,    garden,  corn-yard, 
and  stock-yard,  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  the  farqx  he  holds  within 
the  influence  of  the  floods ;  but  it  is 
to  be  clearly  understood,  that  the 
^Ulotments  so  given  being  intebded 
as  places  of  security  for  the  produce 
of  the  lands  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hawkesbury  and  Nepean,  cannot  be 
sold  or  alienated  in  any  manner 
whatever,  but  with    the  farms  to 
which  they  are  from  the  commence- 
ment ^o  be  annexed,  and  they  are  to 
he  always  considered  as  forming  an 
inseparable  part  of  the  said  farms. 
.  The    governor   has   accordingly 
marked  out  five  separate  townships, 
ntmelyy  one  for  the  distriet^of  the 
Green  Hills,  which  he  has  called 
Windsor;   one  for  Kichmond  HiU 
district,  to  be  called  Richmond;  one 
for  the  Nelson  district,  to  be  called 
Pitt  Town;  one  for  the  Phillip  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  WiJherforce;  and 
one  for  the  Nepean,  or  Evan  dis* 
trict,  to  be  called  CastUreagh, — Di- 
irectioDs  are  already  given  to  the 


several  constables  within  those  dis- 
tricts, immediately  to  ascertain  and 
to  maJce  a  return  of  the  names  of  all 
those  settlers  whose  farms  are  sub»^ 
ject  to  be  flooded,  together  with  the 
number  of  their  respective  families, 
extent  of  their  farms,  and  number 
of  their  flocks  and  herds: — Said 
report  or  return  is  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  be  made  to  William  Cox, 
£l8q.  principal  magistrate  at  the 
Hawkesbury,  and  agreeably  to  a 
form  already  prescribed ;  from  whom 
it  is  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency, who  will  thereupon*  instruct 
the  acting  surveyor  to  mark  out  the 
several  allotments,  so  as  to  enable 
the  settlers  to  commence  with  the 
least  possible  delay  the  business  of 
erecting  houses,  and  removing  thi- 
ther. The  dwelling  houses  are  to 
be  either  made  of  brick,  or  weather- 
boarded;  to  have  brick  chimnie^, 
and  shingled  roofs ;  and  no  dwelling 
house  is  to  be  less  than  nine  feet 
high. — A  plan  of  a  dwelling-house 
and  ofiices  will  be  left  with  each 
district  constable,  to  which  each 
settler  must  conform  in  the  erecting 
his  buildings. 

His  Excellency  having  extended 
his  views  also  to  the  situation  of  the 
settlers  on  George's  River,  has 
deemed  it  expedient  to  mark  out 
the  situation  for  a  township  on  the 
west  side  (or  left  bank)  of  tiiat 
river,  in  the  district  of  Minto,  to 
which  he  has  given  the  name  of 
Liverpool,  The  situation  of  this 
town  is  admirably  calculated  for 
trade  and  navigation,  being  imme- 
diately on  the  bank  of  the  river' 
where  the  depth  of  water  is  suffi- 
cient to  float  vessels  of  very  consi- 
derable burthen.  At  this  town  it  is 
intended  very  soon  to  erect  a 
church,  a  school-house,  a  gaol,  a 
guard-house^  &c.  Leases  of  com- 
modious and  adequate  allotments  for 
houses  and  gardens  will  be  given  to 
such  free  mechanics  and  tradesmen 
as  may  feel  disposed  to  form  a  per- 
manent residence  there,  on  their 
giving  regular  and  due  security  for 
tiieir  building  comfortable  and  sub- 
stantial houses,  conformably  to  ^■ 
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plan  that  will  be  shewn  them  on 
appUcfition  to  Thomas  Moore,  Esq. 
the  chief  magistrate  in  that  district. 
Good  tradesmen  and  mechanics 
settling  at  Liverpool  will  have  the 
liberty  of  a  large  and  contiguous 
common  fox  grazing  cattle,  winch  is 
assigned  for  the  benefit  of  the  town- 
ship ;  and  those  persons  who  have 
not  milch  cows  will  be  supplied  with 
one  cow  to  each  such  person,  from 
the  government  herds,  for  payment, 
on  advantageous  conditions.  —  Ail 
applications  on  these  heads  are  to  be 
made  to  Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  who 
will  explain  the  terms  on  which 
allotments  nay  be  obtained. 

Many  applications  for  small  grants 
of  land  luvin^  been  made  to  the 
goremor  previous  f  o  his  proceeding 
on  his  late  tour  by  various  free  per- 
sons, his  Excellency  has  been  at  much 
pains  during  his  tour  to  seek  out  and 
select  a  suitable  tract  of  good  land 
for  their  accommodation.  His  Ex- 
cellency has  it  now  in  his  power  to 
lay,  iHmt  he  has  discovered  and 
exammed  a  very  rich  tract  of  kind, 
situated  between  the  Bunbury  Cu- 
rian  Creek  and  George's  River, 
abounding  in  excellent  pasturage,  a 
good  soil  for  cultivation,  and  well 
iupplied  with  water.  This  tract  of 
lana  his  Excellency  means  to  form 
into  a  distmct  district,  which  is  in 
Aiture  to  be  called  Airds,  Such  free 
persons  as  are  anxious  to  procure 
small  grants  in  that  district  are 
directed  to  make  their  applications 
in  writing  to  the  secretary  at  Sydney, 
either  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of 
January  next.  These  applications 
are  to  describe  the  applicants'  pre- 
sent place  of  residence,  together 
with  their  trade,  or  the  employment 
they  follow;  and  they  are  also  to 

Sroduce  a  certificate  of  good  con- 
nct,  signed  by  the  magistrate  or 
chief  constable  of  the  districts 
wherein  they  reside.  Such  persons 
40  cannot  pittcnre  unquestionable 


vouchers  for  their  honesty,  indnstry, 
and  sobriety,  need  not  make  any 
application,  as  it  is  his  Excellenc/a 
determination  to  extend  such  indnl- 
jg^ences  only  to  the  deserving  and 
industrious  part  of  the  community. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor, 

J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  re- 
turned to  Sydney  on  Thursday  last, 
having  been  absent  thirty -seven 
days,  after  having  completed  an  ex- 
tensive tour  through  every  part  of 
this  settlement ;  in  the  progress  of 
which  he  visited  George's  Riveri 
Northern  Boundary,  Field  of  Mars^ 
Concord,  Liberty  Plains^  Baolkham 
Hills,  Castle  Hill,  Prospect,  Nepean, 
Cow  l^astnres,  Sooth  Creek,  fiich- 
mond  Hill,  the  Hawkesbury,  and  the 
difi'erent  districts  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  those  places. — His  Excel- 
lency also  explored  the  recently  dia- 
cbvered  river  called  by  the  natives 
Warragonbiey  which  rails  into  the 
Nepean  near  Mulgoa,  and  which  he 
traced  in  a  boat  for  Uiree  mile$  and 
a  half  from  its  confluence  with  the 
latter  river,  at  which  distance  bis 
further  progress  was  arrested  by  the 
first  fidl.  The  banks  of  this  river 
are  beautifully  picturesque,  finely 
clothed  with  wood,  and  in  most 
places  above  four  hundred  feet  high 
from  the  level  of  the  water. 


Government  Hpnse,  Sydney, 
Saturday,  Dec.  22, 1810. 
On  Tuesday  next,  the  S5th  in- 
stant, being  Christmas  Day,  by  di- 
vine permission  it  is  intended  that 
the  Church  of  St.  Philip,  at  Sydney, 
shall  be  consecrated  oy  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Mar8den,princl]Milchi4>lahu 


Digitized 


by  Google 


361 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

TWoZ  of  CpUmel  Johnston. 

I4IEUTENANT-C0LONKL  George  Johnston  was 
now  brought  to  trial  iii  England,  for  his  con- 
duct, while  major  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps  or  102nd  regiment  of  foot,  at  Sydney,  in 
the  arrest  and  suspension  of  governor,  now 
rear-admiral,  Bligh,  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1808.  The  general  court-martial  which  tried 
him  was  held  at  Chelsea  Hospital  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1811,  and  continued  by  adjournment 
to  the  5th  of  the  following  month. 

Admiral  Bligh  addressed  the  court  in  a 
speech,  in  which  he  stated  the  circumstances 
already  related. 

Colonel  Johnston  in  his  defence  observed, 
"  that  the  remoteness  of  the  country,  in  which 
the  event  in  question  had  taken  place,  but  still 
more,  the  space  of  time  which,  by  unnecessary 
delays  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutor,  had  since 
elapsed,  deprived  him,  the  defendant,  of  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  evidence,  which 
he  could  otherwise  have  adduced. — ^To  him 
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the  office  either  of  prosecutor  or  defendant  in 
a  court-martial,  was  the  more  embarrassing  as 
being  perfectly  new;  he  had  neither  been  the 
cause  nor  the  object  of  condemnations  or  acquit- 
tals or  reprimands. — Should  his  conduct  have 
been  erroneous,  he  was  at  least  conscious  of 
the  purity  of  his  motives.  His  sole  design  had 
been  to  save  an  interesting  colony  from  a  situ- 
ation the  most  dreadful.— He  would  produce 
satisfactory  evidence  of  violations^  of  public 
justice  and  private  property,  and  of  a  general 
harshness  in  conduct  and  grossness  in  manners, 
on  the  part  of  the  late  governor,  which  seemed 
almost  purposely  calculated  to  produce  the 
effect  they  did  produce, — an  universal  disgust. 
— ^He  had  particularly  to  state,  as  a  circum- 
stance entitled  to  the  deep  consideration  of  the 
court,  that  the  ntilitary  participated  in  these 
sentiments.  To  judge  of  this  portion  of  His 
Majesty's  army,  as  then  circumstanced,  exactly 
upon  the  principles,  upon  which  the  feelings  or 
the  situation  of  any  other  part  of  it  might  be 
estimated,  would  be  grossly  to  deceive  oneself. 
In  many  points  of  view,  its  case  was  perfectly 
novel.  Unavoidable  circumstances  had  nearly 
identified  the  soldiers  with  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colony.  They  had  intermarried 
and  lived  with  them ;  there  was  a  cc^nmunity 
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of  habits  ^nd  affections.  He  was  persuaded 
in  his  conscience,  that  no  earthly  power  could 
have  brought  the  military,  on  any  occasion  to 
act  for  many  hours  in  opposition  to  them:  In 
some  instances,  it  was  in  fact  a  common  came. 
They  too  had,  some  of  them,  houses,  in  which 
the  whole  of  their  little  property  consisted ; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  unfeeling  manner  in 
which  houses  had  been  ordered  to  be  pulled 
down,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  encroach- 
ments upon  government  ground,  they  naturally 
partook  of  the  same  panic.  Some  of  them  had 
even  implored  their  officers  to  take  assignments 
of  their  leases,  as  a  fancied  security  against 
such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  governor. 
— ^But  though  the  esprit  de  corps,  that  useful 
prejudice  of  every  soldier,  had  been  weakened 
as  to  salutaiy  purposes,  yet  in  the  case  of  the 
arrest  and  confinement  of  the  six  officers,  (a 
design  avowed  by  the  governor),  it  might  have 
taken  its  full  swing  of  petulance  and  conten^t 
of  the  civil  power,  without  the  possibility  of  any 
thing  to  counteract  it,  and  have  led  to  the  most 
fearful  consequences.  Admitting  the  opposite 
supposition,' — that  the  measure  in  question 
would  have  been  considered  by  the  military 
with  the  most  perfect  indifference, — ^^what  were 
we  to  say  to  the  leaving  a  battalion  nearly 
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without  officers !  He  was  himself  at  that  time 
incapacitated  from  any  active  regimental  duty, 
and,  had  six  of  the  officers  been  incarcerated, 
there  would  have  been  but  two  left  besides 
himself  for  the  military  routine,  and  even  one 
of  these  was  at  that  time  at  an  out-settlement 
Had  such  a  measure  taken  place,  it  would  have 
been  upon  an  ordinary  calculation  of  chances, 
not  improbable,  and  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances almost  certain,  that  the  military  power 
would  have  been  shortly  in  the  hands  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers.— He  was  not  de- 
fending the  six  gentlemen  in  question.  Acting 
to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  but  acting  out  of 
their  profession,  they  might  mistake  a  point  of 
law ;  they  might  be  bad  lawyers;  but  he  ven- 
tured to  press  it  as  a  matter  of  prudence  and 
policy  whether  some  indulgence  and  a  more 
lenient  hand,  were  not  called  for  on  this  occa- 
sion ? — On  his  arrival  in  Sydney  on  the  S6th, 
he  was  clamorously  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  leading  persons,- who  stormed  him  with 
prayers  and  entreaties  to  put  the  governor 
under  arrest,  as  the  last  and  only  means  of 
saving  the  colony.  The  moment  was  most 
critical  and  might  have  been  most  fatal.  It 
seemed  to  him  necessary  to  decide  immediately. 
He  determined  on  cpmpliance ;  but  upon  the 
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coadition  that  the  requisition  should  be  made 
in  writing.  This  was  immediately  assented 
to^  and  the  requisitiwi  crowded  with  names* 
In  this  tremendous  situation^  the  first  object 
was  to  separate  the  soldiers  from  the  other 
inhabitants.  On  looking  abroad^  he  had 
observed  them  suspiciously  and  alarmingly 
mixed  with  them  in  numerous  groupes.  But 
here  he  must  do  them  the  justice  to  acknow* 
ledge  that  the  first  beat  of  drum  called  them 
instantaneously  to  their  colours.  He  would 
not,  for  any  advantage  it  might  be  to  his  argu- 
ment,  leave  it  in  doubt  that  their  behaviour  as 
soldiers  was  perfect.  What  could  induce  the 
governor  to  allege  that  their  conduct  was  out- 
rageous, and  that  even  the  position  of  the  gtms 
on  the  parade  had  been  altered  so  as  to  menace 
his  house, — ^what  in  short  could  lead  him  into 
the  mistake  of  so  unfounded  an  assertion,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  divine. — ^^Four  officers  were 
now  dispatched  to  the  governor  to  inform  him 
of  the  determination ;  and  he  himself  almost 
immediately  followed  at  the  head  of  the  troops. 
These,  on  their  arrival,  formed  in  line  and 
stood  at  ease  and  in  silence ;  nor  was  any  insult 
offered  to  the  governor  either  by  them  or  any 
other  person.— It  might  here  be  asked,  why  the 
troops,  being  in  this  amenable  state,  were  not 
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then  employed  in  supporting  the  measures  of 
the  governor?  To  this  he  answered  (first 
putting  his  own  personal  consistency  out  of  the 
question),  that  the  troops  were  not  then  em- 
ployed in  any  service  repugnant  to  their  feel- 
ings. But  had  their  commanding  officer  led 
them  against  the  discontented  colonists,  it  was 
his  opinion,  that  if  a  sense  of  discipline  had 
held  them  together  for  that  day,  his  authority 
would. at  least  not  have  survived  that  night. 

He  desired  to  know  to  what  principle,  other- 
wise than  a  desire  of  performing  a  most  painful 
duty,  his  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
affair,  could  possibly  be  ascribed  ?  What 
sinister  motive,  conceiveable  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, could  be  fixed  upon  him,  with  a 
colour  of  common  sense  ?  The  ambition  and 
rapacity,  which  are  supposed  to  prompt  the 
crimes  of  the  unprincipled  violators  of  lawfiil 
authority,  might  be  sought,  but  could  not  be 
found,  in  any  part  of  his  conduct.  He  proceeded 
immediately  after  the  event  in  question,  to  the 
ordinary  routine  of  his  duties,  or  the  occupations 
of  his  farm.  *  His  expenditure  of  public  money 
(without  however  meaning  to  cast  any  reflec- 
tion) was,  during  six  months,  less  than  a  fifth, 
as  he  understood,  of  Governor  Bligh's,  during 
an  equal  period ;  having  been  only  two  thou- 
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sand  instead  of  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
pounds.  The  moment  that  a  superior  officer. 
Colonel  Foveaux,  arrived  in  the  colony,  he 
resigned  the  administration  of  it  with  far  more 
pleasure  than  he  had  ever  exercised  it.  His 
ambition  lay  in  quiet  and  obscurity  ;  his  rapa- 
city consisted  in  the  most  parsimonious  manage- 
ment of  the  public  means. 

It  had  been  said,  that  as  his  first  act,  on  the 
26th,  on  resolving  upon  the  governor's  deposi- 
tion, was  to  give  orders  for  liberating  Mr. 
M^Arthur  from  the  prison  to  which  he  had 
been  brought,  out  of  the  hands  of  his  bail,  the 
measures  of  that  day  might  have  been  wholly 
dictated  by  motives  of  personal  friendship,  and 
feeling  for  his  situation.  Such  motives  would 
no  doubt  have  been  unjustifiable  as  influencing 
his  public  conduct.  But  the  fact  was,  that 
whatever  respect  he  might  have  for  that  gen- 
tleman, or  wish  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance, 
the  distance  at  which  they  lived  from  each 
other,  and  their  attention  to  their  several  pur/- 
suits  and  occupations,  had  prevented  any  great 
intercourse  between  them ;  nor  had  he  evei*  in 
his  public  capacity,  or  in  any  instance  what- 
ever, shewn  the  smallest  bias  towards  his  inte- 
rests. He  felt  indeed,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed trial,  that  it  would  have  been  no  less  than 
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the  delivering  an  individual^  without  resource, 
into  the  hands  of  his  personal  enemy." 

"  Of  the  course  of  evidence  which  I  i^biaU 
"  pursue/*  said  the  colonel,  "  I  can  here  only 
"  give  a  faint  outline.  The  maiix  fact  which 
^^  constitutes  the  foundation  of  the  charge,  I  do 
"  not  mean  to  deny.  I  certainly  did  put 
^^  myself  at  the  head  of  the  New  South  Wales 
^^  Corps,  and  seize,  arrest  and  imprison  Vi^m. 
^^  Bligh,  Esq.,  but  I  deny  that  I  did  b^in, 
^^  excite,  cause  or  join  in  a  mutiny ;  affirming 
^^  that  I  yielded  to  irresistible  necessity,  and 
"  acted  alike  for  the  preservation  of  His  Ma- 
"  jesty's  colony  and  the  safety  of  Governor 
"  Bligh  himself." 

The  prisoner  again  appealed  to  the  court, 
upon  the  Critical  nature  of  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  had  found  himself  placed,  and  the 
unimpeachable  purity  of  his  motives. 

A  large  body  of  evidence  was  how  adduced 
on  both  sides,  for  a  number  of  successive  days, 
afteir^  which  Colonel  Johnston  enlarged  upoa 
his  former  observations. 

Of  the  allegations  of  Governor  Bligh's  oppo- 
nents, the  principal  seem  to  have  been,  the  re- 
moval of  houses  in  defiance  of  leases  granted, 
and  an  undue  interference  in  the  adininistratimi 
of  justice.     In  answer  to  the  first  of  these 
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charges,  he  complained  of  much  exaggeration 
of  the  circumstances,  and  pleaded  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  parties,  in  consideration  of  a  fair 
equivalent. — ^In  support  of  the  latter  allegation 
an  appeal  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner, 
to  the  testimony  of  'Mr.  Atkins,  the  judge- 
advocate.  This  witness,  after  what  we  believe 
a  merited  encomium  on  the  good  intentions 
and  honourable  character  of  the  prosecutor, 
admitted  that  he  had  sometimes  expressed 
himself  with  great  violence,  upon  the  legal 
proceedings  in  the  colony.  Such  expressions, 
however,  appear  to  have  been  rather  the  eliect 
of  an  ill-managed  zeal  for,  than  meant  as  any 
opposition  to  the  cause  of  justice.  — With 
respect  to  the  intemperance  of  language  with 
which  he  was  generally  charged,  the  Admiral 
denied  it  in  the  extent  attributed  to  him,  but 
admitted  that  upon  occasions  of  disagreeable  or 
unseasonable  importunity,  he  might  sometimes 
have  given  way  to  the  impatience  of  the 
moment. — ^He  noticed  the  sarcasms,  with  which 
the  prisoner  had  opened  his  defence,  and 
which  he  supposed  were  meant  to  convey  insi- 
nuations of  austerity,  violence  or  ill-nature,  as 
.exemplified  in  the  general  conduct  of  his  life. 
With  regard  to  any  court**martials  on  which 
be  had  ever  been  arraigned,  they  were  con^ned 
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to  two  instances,  that  of  the  Boimti^,  in  wbioh 
he  was  honourably  acquitted,  and  anothQr^ 
when  he  commanded  the  Warrior,  in  which 
his  lieutenant  was  prosecutor,  and  in  which,  he 
admitted  that  he  received  a  caution  from  the 
court,  to  be  more  guarded  in  his  language,  or . 
siomething  to  that  effect. — ^Three  times  he  ha^ 
himself  been  a  prosecutor,  but  could  defy  any 
insinuation  that  might  be  founded  on  that  cir- 
cumstance.—He  concluded  by  generously  dish 
claiming  any  other  feeing  on  the  proieiit 
occasion,  than  what  was  essentially  connected 
with  his  own  vindication. 

Upon  the  whole.  Colonel  Johnston  was  con- 
sidered by  the  court,  as  having  failed  to  esta- 
blish a  case  of  necessity,  which  could  justify 
the  extremity  he  had  recourse  to. 

The  following  general  orders  were  issued  on 
the  2nd  of  July. 

*'  Horse-Guards,  2nd  Julg/,  1811. 
'^  At  a  ge&eral  court-martial,  held  at  the 
"  Royal  Hospital,  Chelsea,  on  the  7th  of  May 
*^  181 1,  and  continued  by  adjournments  to  the 
*^  5th  of  June  following,  Lieut-Col  Greorge 
"  Johnston,  major  of  the  102nd  re^ment^  was 
^^  arraigned  upon  the  undermentioned  ehai^ 
^^  viz. — 
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^  That  Lieut-Col.  George  Johngkcm,  aadjor 
^*'as  aforesaid^  did,  on  or  abqut  the  20lh  day- 
'^  of  Jantiary  1808,  at  Sydney,  in  this  eoTeiiy 
"  of  New  South  Wales,  begin,  excite,  caofie^ 
**  and  join  in,  a  mutiny,  by  putting  himself  at 
^^  the  head  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corpi^ 
^^  then  under  his  command  aiid  doing^  duly  in 
^*  the  colony,  and  seizing  and  causing*  to  be 
^^  seized  and  arrested,  and  imprisoning  and' 
^^  causing  to  be  imprisoned,  by  means  of  the 
^*  above-mentioned  military  force,  the  pefton 
•♦  of  William  Bligh,  Esq.  then  captain-general 
^  and  goveraor4i^€^ef  in  and  over  the  terri- 
**  tory  of  New  South  Wales;  Upon  which 
^'  diarge  the  coccrt  have  come  to  the  following 
^*  decision : — 

^  The  court  having  duly  and  maturely 
^  weighed  and  considered  the  whole  of  the 
^  evidence  adduced  on  the  prosecution,  as  well 
*  as  what  has  been  offered  in  defence,  are  of 
^  opinion  that  Lieut.-Col.  Johnston  is  Guilty 
^  of  the  act  of  mutiny  as  described  in  the 
^  charge,  and  do  therefore  sentence  him  to  be 
^  cashiered.' 

*^  His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
^^  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty^ 
^^  was  pleased,  undej?  all  the  circumstances  of 
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^^  this  case,  to  acquiesce  in  the  sentence  of  the 
"  court." 

The  Prince  Regent,  in  confirming  this  sen- 
tence, animadverted  very  forcibly  on  the  ex- 
treme gravity  of  the  offence;  to  vrhich  he 
observed  the  punishment  inflicted,  to  be  inade- 
quate, on  any  principle  but  that  of  the  peculi- 
arity of  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  This 
however  he  was  pleased  to  admit  as  an  extenu- 
ation, in  the  present  instance ;  but  His  Royal 
Highness  expressed  himself  anxious  to  guard 
against  the  most  distant  possibility  of  any 
future  application  of,  or  reliance  upon  such  a 
principle,  as  a  vindication  of  any  proceeding  of 
a  nature  so  subversive  of  order  and  discipline. 
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Sydney  Gazette;  or,  New  South  Wales  Jdvertiser, 
January  I9th,  1811. 


NOTICE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  principal 
land-holders  of  this  settlement,  held 
at  Sydney,  this  18tfa  of  January, 
1811,  to  take  intd  consideration 
some  plan  for  the  dentruetion  qf  the 
native  doge^  and  to  establish  a  fund 
for  the  purpose,  it  was  resolved, 
that  one  gallon  of  spirits,  or  one 
pound  sterling,  be  given  to  any  per- 
son producing  the  complete  skin  of 
a  fiiU-grown  native  dog.— That  half 
a  gallon  of  spirits,  or  ten  shillings 
•terling  be  given  to  eveiy  person 
producing  the  complete  skin  of  a 
native  pup.— That  the  Rev.  S.  Mars- 
den,  Gregory  Blaxland  and  Thomas 
Moore,  Esqrs.  be  requested  to  re- 
ceive the  subscriptions,  and  pay  for 
tiie  same  as  they  may  be  produced. 
— ^That  these  resolutions  continue  in 
force  six  months  from  this  date. 
Amount  subscribed  this  daySOJ. 

Sydney,  Jan.  18,1811. 


March  2nd. 

SALT. 

An  establishment  having  been 
formed  at  considerable  expense, 
which  will  prevent  the  necessity  of 
any  further  importation  of  this 
article  from  England,  and  relieve 
the  colony  from  the  serious  incon- 
venience hitherto  experienced  in  the 
want  of  salt,  that  could  with  cer- 
tainty  be  relied  on  for  the  curing  of 
m^t;  the  public  can  now  obtain  it 
warranted,  to  be  equally  purified 
from  all  injurious  qualities,  to  have 
the  same  strength,  and  to  preserve 
meat  vrith  the  same  safety  at  any 
period  of  the  year,  as  the  best  that 
can  be  imported  from  England, 
without  injuring  its  flavour  or  wast- 


ing the  flesh,  as  has  hitherto  been  so 
much  the  case. 

The  whole  is  prepared  precisely  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  celebrated,^ 
British  Droitwich  Salt,  and  is  manu-  ' 
factured  on  so  large  a  scale,  as  to 
enable  it  to  be  sold  at  a  lower  pice 
than  the  most  inferior  hitherto  made. 

Delivered  at  Mr.  Blaxcell's  ware- 
house, Sydney,  at  2d.  per  lb.  by  the 
cwt.  or  at  5s.  per  281bs. — Three 
months  credit  to  dealers.  —  Pur- 
chasers for  the  fishery  may  send 
this  salt  to  sea,  without  apprehension 
of  its  liquifying  or  wastmg  in  any 
weather. 

STRAYED 

From  WooUamoola,  on  Saturday  the 
I6th  ultimo,  a  grey  filly,  in  com- 
pany with  a  bay  mare  and  'colt. 
Whoever  vrill  give  information 
whereby  the  said  filly  may  be  re- 
covered, to  Mr.  Sutton,  storekeep<;r, 
shall  receive  forty  shillings  reward, 
and  any  person  known  to  keep  iip 
the  same  after  this  notice,  will  be 
prosecuted  according  to  law. 

The  public  are  informed,  that  the 
present  year's  almanack  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  binder,  and  will  be  de- 
livered without  further  delay,  the 
past  having  been  ocbasioned  by  a 
want  of  paper  that  would  answer 
the  purpose  until  the  Hibemia's 
arrival,  on  the  22nd  of  October ;  to 
make  the  best  possible  amends  for 
which,  however,  the  whole  of  the 
police  regulations  are  introduced. 


March  9fA. 

Sitting  magistrate — W.  Brough- 
ton,  Esq. 
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Assize  of  bread  the  same  as  last 
week. 

Average  price  of  articles  at  last 
Saturday's  market:  —  Wheat,  14». 
4id,  per  bushel ;  maize,  68,  per 
ditto ;  potatoes,  16«.  per  cwt. ;  fowh^ 
^$4  6d.  per  couple;  eggs,  3s.  per 
dozen ;  mutton,  beef,  and  pork,  1$, 
^d.  per  pofind. 

The  acc<MiiitB  late  from  Hiobart 
To^rn  are  pleasant  with  respect  to 
the  last  harvest.  The  number  of 
acres  of  wheat  are  by  a  goatleman 
arrived  from  thence  estimated  at 
about  15W>,  the  average  prodhce  of 
whioh  he  considers  to  have  been  full 
twenty-eight  bushels  per  acre.  A 
eurious  comparative  calculation  bas 
been  also  received  by  the  Campbell 
Maeqwu-ie,  upon  dilt'erent  kinds  of 
l^rain  produced  at  the  above  settle- 
ment ;  from  the  apparent  precision 
of  which  we  make  no  doubt  that  the 
same  care  was  bestowed  in  the  cul- 
ture of  each  species.  The  following 
is  the  report. 
Peruvian  wheat,  a  fine  bold  grain,  2 

grains  prpduced  77  ears,  weighing 

10  ounces  4  drachms. 
ZlngUsh  wheat,  a  clear  rich  grain,  1 

grain  produced  47  ears,  weighing 

6  ounces  1 1  drachms. 
t(eugal  wheat,  a  small  grabs,  1  grain 

produced   32   ears,  weighing  3 

ounces  7  drachms. 
Peas. — Marrowfats:   one  pea  pro- 
duced 25  pods,  containing  163 

peas. 
Blue  Persian,  one  pea  produced  23 

pods,  containing  125  peas. 
Grey  peas,  one  pea  produced  44 

pods,  containing  248  peas. 
Dwarfs.  One  pea  produced  32  pods, 

containing  1 66  peas. 
Common  field  peas.    One  piea  pro- 
duced 37   pods,  containing  190 

peas* 


March  23rd. 

LIME. 
The  contractors  for  buildmg  the 
General  Hospital  are  ready  to  treat 


for  the  supply  in  certadn  quantities 
weekly,  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
thousand  bushels  of  good  lime.  The 
lowest  tender  will  be  taken.-^  Apply 
to  Mr.  BlaxceU  or  Mr.  Riley. 


Mtweh  ZOth. 

Govenunent  House,  Sydney, 
Mare^  301ib,  181]^. 
The  providential  subsiding  of  tbt 
late  flood  in  the  Hawkesbury  wi4 
South  Creek,  which  has  now  takw 
place  without  any  very  serious  CQ»- 
sequences,  when  compared  willi  tiie 
destruction  of.  grain  aaad  property  of 
every  kind  which  has  of  late  yeaif 
been  Attendant  on  the  frequent  ia- 
midations-of  those  rivers,And  of  fhe 
Nepean,  induces  his  Excellency  the 
governor  to  admonish  lihe  settien 
contiguous  to  those  rivers,  in  tte 
most  earnest  manner,  to  bewmre  ndf 
the  recurrence  of  those  calamitifia 
which  have  for  many  years  fut 
exposed  those  parts  to  the  immi- 
nent risk  of  a*  total  destmclMB 
of  grain  and  animal  fbod.-^Awl  aa 
the  only  effectual  way  of  gaarding^ 
againi^  those  risks  is  the  removing 
the  stock-yards  and  residences  of 
the  settlers  from  their  present  in- 
secure situations,  his  Excellency 
most  strongly  recommends  to  the 
settlers  on  the  banks  of  those  rivers, 
to  remove  from  thence  to  the  High 
Grounds  in  the  several  townships 
lately  marked  out  for  the  respective 
districts,  under  the  influence  of 
those  floods.  Those  settlers  iiib«» 
will  avail  themselves  immediatelf  of 
this  salutary  adnumition,  by  j»- 
moviug  their  residences,  stock,  wtd 
farm-yards  to  the  allotted  tovni^ps, 
may  depend  on  his  Excdlency's  ex- 
tending to  them  every  reasonable 
assistance  and  indulgence  m  hif 
power ;  whilst  on  the  contrary,  such 
^rsons  as  will  obstinately  persevere 
tn  exposing  themselves,  their.  fsaO' 
ties,  and  their  propert|r  to  the  de- 
struction necessarily  attendant  op 
their  residing  within  the  iafluence 
of  the  InuMuttoaa  of  those  m«v, 
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having  theiiiMlf«8  totally  to  blame 
for  any  misfortnnes  of  that  nature 
which  may  iittend  tiiem,  need  not 
look  to  goTemmentfbr  relief,  after 
Mng  thus  called  upon  to  adopt 
the  necessary  means  of  guarding 
against  them. — As  the  season  for 
sawing,  wheat  for  the  next  harvest 
will  be  over  in  the  coarse  of  the 
manth  of  June,  the  settlers  will  thai 
Inve  leisure  from  their  farming 
a:v«M:«tion6,  to  employ  themselves  in 
the  section  of  suitable  bnildings  for 
their  fiiture  residences  in  the  new 
toWMhips;  and  his  Excellency  trusts 
aad  expects,  that  they  will  avail 
Aenselves  of  that  opportunity  to 
place  Ihemselves  «nd  th^  lannlies 
hi  those  situations  of  comfort  and 
seeufity,  which  it  has  been  his  Ex- 
Mlency's  most  anxious  wish  to  pro- 
iMe  lor  them,  and  to  which  they  are 
BMT  for  the  last  time  required  to 
Mfair  with  all  convenient  expedi- 

Lacblan  Macquarie. 
By  oommand  of  his  Excellency, 
J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 

SMng  nagiMnrte-^S.  Lord,  £m]. 

Bread  the  same  at  before. 

Average  }>rice  of  wheat  at  last 
Saturday's  market,    14s.  0^.  per 


The  rams  at  the  hitter  end  of  the 
lart  movth  had  nearly  been  attended 
with  the  most  distressing  conse- 
quences to  the  colony ;  b«tt  fa^  the 
littrcifol  interposition  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence  the  threatened  danger  has 
been  happily  averted,  and  the  widely 
extended  settlement  of  Hawkesbury 
happily  rescued  from  a  deluge,  the 
most  dreadful  apprehensions  from 
^Miieh  had  been  excited  in  ttie  minds 
t)f  many  whose  property  seemed  de- 
voted, and  to  whom  no  human  aid 
could  have  been  of  any  possible 
avail. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  SSrd 
ultimo,  the  water  was  much  disco- 
loured, and  began  to  riie^  as  it  con- 


tiaued  to  do  the  whole  of  ttat  and 
the  following  day,  when  it  was  sup- 
posed to  have  attained  the  height  of 
the  flood  at  the  beguming  of  1801, 
which  proved  fotal  to  Mr.  Stogdell. 
At  noon  on  Monday  it  was  at  its 
extreme  height,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon  it  began  perceptibly 
to  abate. 

The  corn-grounds  in  low  situations 
have  been  m  consequence  laid  waste, 
and  as  the  long  preceding  drovght 
had  1^  no  propest  of  any  bemff 
produced  in  the  more  elevate! 
grounds,  all  hopes  of  a  maice  crop 
on  the  banks  or  the  Hawkesbury  for 
thorpresent  year,  are  nearly  extinct. 

Among  the  stock  that  has  perished 
we  are  sorry  to  enumerate  several 
valuable  horses;  one  the  property 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden ;  another 
belonging  to  .Mr.  Williamson,  of  Pa- 
ramatta ',  a  mare  and  Ally  of  Mr. 
Lock's,  both  of  which  were  since 
found  dead  in  the  South  Creek,  aad 
several  others  were  missing,  hut 
their  fate  not  known. 

Mr.  Samuel  C^aft,  we  are  no  less 
sorry  to  learn,  has  lost  from  four  to 
five  hundred  bu^els  of  wheat.  Hm 
form  is  between  Windsor  and  Con- 
waUis  Place ;  is  one  of  the  lowest 
situations  on  the  banks  of  the  riv^. 
The  wheat  was  contained  in  a  stack, 
which  did  not  float  away,  but  sunk 
and  went  to  pieces,  owing  to  its 
becoming  top-heavy  from  the  deluges 
of  rain  that  had  prreviously  tallen. 

Clark  and  Martin  suffered  a  similar 
disaster,  and  we  lament  to  add,  are 
poor  industrious  men  with  laige 
families. 

A  vesset  of  40  tons  the  property 
of  Mr.  Dowling,  parted  her  cal^e  on 
Sunday  morning  about  three  mOes 
below  the  township  of  Windsor,4md 
drifted  to  a  considerable  distance 
before,  she  could  be  brought  to 
again. — She  had  ISOO  bushels  of 
wheat  aud  barley  in  her,  none  of 
which  was  lost — Mr.  Miller's  vessel, 
tiie  William  and  Mary,  was  in  like 
manner  drifted  by  the  impetuosity 
of  the  current  irom  Mr.  Cobcraft's 
farm  dpwn  to  Portfamd  Head,  where 
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her  farther  progress  ttu  restraiiied 
by  the  exertions  of  a  Mr.  Johmton 
and  his  family. 

Mr.  Cox^  the  resident  magistrate 
at  Hawkesbury,  took  his  station  at 
Windsor  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fresh,  and  to  his  active  exertions 
many  were  indebted  for  the  safety 
of  their  lives  and  property,  in  which 
labour  a  number  of  nndividuals 
jomed  with  an  ardqar  that  cannot 
be  sufficiently  commended* 

We  have  much  satisfaction  in 
stating  that  no  human  being  what* 
ever  has  been  reported  absent,  from 
which  we  may  conclude  that  no 
fellow-creature  has  been  lost  in  this 
flood,  and  that  its  total  consequences 
are  happily  found  to  be  much  less 
severe  than  tlie  most  flattering 
imagination  could  have  suggested  a 
conception  of. 

Now  killing,  at  Matthew  Pimp- 
ton's,  (yumberland  Street,  Rocks, 
beef,  mutton,  pork,  and  lamb.  By 
retail.  Is,  4d.  per  lb .  Mutton  by  the 
carcase,  is,  per  lb.  sterling,,  or  I4d, 
currency,  warranted  to  weigh  from 
lOlbs.  to  I2lb8.  per  quarter ;  lamb 
per  ditto. — Captains  of  ships  sup- 
plied at  the  wholesale  price^  and 
with  punctuality. 

N.B.  Beef,  pork,  mutton,  and 
lamb,  at  £.  Lamb's,  Hunter  Street^ 
at  the  above  prices. 


Apnl^th. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
week — W.  Broughton,  Esq. 

Assize  of  bread  for  the  ensniug 
week,  Sd,  per  loaf. 

Average  price  of  articles  at  last 
Saturday's  market: — Wheat,  15s. 
8d.  per  bushel;  barley,  6«.  per 
ditto  j .  maize,  7s,  per  ditto ;  potatoes, 
iSs,  per  cwt. ;  fowls,  6«.  per  couple ; 
eggs,  S«.  6d.  per  dozen. 


May  4^4.      * 

GOVERNMENT  PUBUC 
NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office,  Sydney^ 
20tii  April,  1811. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  is 
pleased  thus  to  inform  the  public, 
that  he  is  at  present  c»ccupied  in 
revising  and  examining  the  grants 
and  leases  of  land  which  bad  been 
made  to  different  persons  during  the 
late  usurpation  of  the  government 
of  this  country  ;  and  which  grants 
and  leases  bad  been  declared  nuU 
and  void  by  his  Excellency's  procla- 
mation on  his  assuming  this  govern- 
ment, on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1810.  It  having  been  his  Excel- 
lency's intention,  however,  from  the 
commencement,  to  make  out  a-new 
such,  of  those  grants  as  shoohl 
appear  to  have  been  made  to  indns- 
trious  and  deserving  charaeten, 
free  of  partiality  or  party  motive; 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  sudi 
grants  and  leases  as  come  under  tlie 
above  description  will  be  ready  for 
delivery  at  my  office  on  Friday,  the 
24th  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  and 
the  following  days,  until  the  whole 
of  such  renewed  grants  and  leasesr 
shall  be  issued  to  those  persons  for 
whom  they  are  intended.  Such  ' 
persons  as  do  not  call  for  and  take 
out  their  grants  or  leases  withm  two 
months  from  the  said  24th  day  of 
May,  will  be  cotisidered  as  having 
entirely  relinquished  all .  claim  and 
title  thereto,  and  those  lands  will  be 
granted  or  leased  to  other  persons. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  is 
also  pleased  to  give  notice,  that  all 
those  persons  who  have  applied  for 
and  obtained  his  Excellency's  pro- 
mise of  a  portion  of  homed  cattle 
and  sheep,  on  the  terms  of  the 
government  and  general  orders  of 
the  15th  of  December  last,  may 
receive  the  number  so  promised 
them,  on  their  executing  the  usual 
and  prescribed  bonds  for  them. 
These  bonds  will  be  ready  for  their 
executing  at  the  commissary's  office^ 
in  Sydney,  on  Monday  the  20th  day 
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of  May  nextysnd  for  the  five  foUow- 
ing  days;  but  no  penoD  need  make 
application  without  giving  at  that 
time  good  and  sufficient  security  for 
the  TiUue  of  the  said  homed  cattle 
and  sheep. 

J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 

SHIP  NEWS. 

On  Wednesday  the  24th  of  April, 
arrived  the  colonial  schooner  Go- 
vernor Bligh,from  Port  Dalrymple, 
with  the  agreeable  intelligence  that 
the  last  wheat  crop  had  been  very 
abundant ;  all  provision*  very  cheap ; 
stock  of  all  kinds  increasing  in  every 
abondance  that  could  be  hoped ; 
and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knopwood, 
A.M.  had  made  an  over4and  excur- 
tion  thither  from  Hobart  Town,  and 
remained  three  weeks;  during  which 
short  interval  he  had  united  in  the 
holy  bands  of  matrimony  six-and- 
twenty  couple,  and  baptised  a  num- 
ber of  infants,  among  whom  were 
two  of  the  native  tribe  that  had 
been  received  into  the  protection  of 
two  gentlemen,  whose  names  were 
made  part  of  the  baptismal,  appel- 
lations given  to  the  boys,  one  of 
whom  was  named  Charles  Mount- 
garret  Launce8ton,the  other  William 
Lytdeton  Ouamby,  having  been 
picked  up  on  Quamby  Plains. 

The  American  ship  Brutus,  Cap- 
tain Dorr,  had  been  at  Port  Dal- 
rymple  about  the  20th  of  February, 
and  from  thence  bad  gone  to  the 
Derwent. 


May  18M. 

SHIP  NEWS. 
Yesterday  arrived  from  Otaheite 
the  schooner  Endeavour,  Mr.  Walker 
master,  with  22  tons  of  pork.  The 
Trial,  Captain  Folger,  was  at  Emeo 
when  last  heard  of  by  Mr.  Walker, 
who  reports  her  having  procured 
,  about  nine  or  ten  tons  of  sandal 
wood,  at  the  island  of  Tobooey. 


JumlSth. 

SALT  PORK  AND  FLAIR. 

On  sale,  at  tlie  warehouse  of  Mn« 
S.  Willis,  96,  George  Street,  a  large 
quantity  of  the  above  articles,  well 
cured,  being  the  Mercury's  last  ^- 
portation  from  Otaheite.  The  terms 
per  cask  are,  lOd,  per  lb.  sterling, 
or  Is.  currency. 

N.B.  For  the  accommodation  of 
families  it  vrill  be  sold  in  quantities 
not  less  than  1121bs. 

For  sale,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  I. 
Nichols,  a  quantity  of  salt  pork  and 
flair.  Payment  to  be  made  in  ster- 
ling money  or  colonial  currency. 

Mrs.  Reibey  informs  her  friends 
and  the  public  in  general,  that  die 
has  a  quantity  of  prime  salted  pork 
and  flair  for  sale,  at  her  house,  Mac- 
quarie  Place.    • 

NOTICE. 
The  subscribers  to  the  Sydney 
Race  Course,  who  intend  to  run  their 
horses  at  the  ensuing  races  for  the 
cup  given  by  the  ladies  of  the 
colony,  must  name  them  to  the  clerk  • 
of  the  course,  on  or  before  the  Ist 
day  of  July. 

The  subscribers  to  the  Sydney 
Race  Course  are  requested  to  pay 
the  amount  of  their  subscription  for 
the  present  year  into  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
enable  him  to  close  the  accounts 
previous  to  his  leaving  the  colony. 


July  20th. 

TO  BE  LET  OR  SOLD, 

At  Paramatta,  a  capital  windmill, 
in  thorough  condition,  capable  of 
grinding  six  bushels  of  wheat  an 
hour,  and  cannot  waiit  any  repair 
for  the  next  ten  years.  Any  person 
or  persons  desirous  of  treating  for 
the  same  are  requested  to  apply  to  J. 
Bolger,  Phillip  Street^  Sydney. 
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hut  week  a  hordt  of  the  branch 
Datives  beset  a  herd  of  swine 
belonging  to  Mr.  Dyke,  settler  at 
the  first  branch  of  the  River  Hawkes- 
\mry ;  of  which  they  drove  away 
ibree  large  pigs,  and  wantonly 
•peare'd  two  very  large  sows,  both  of 
which  died  immediatdy  of  their, 
wonadt. 


AuguUZrd. 

This  day  his  Excellency  the  go- 
vernor and  Mrs.  Macquarie,  bis 
honor  the  lieutenant-governor  and 
Mrs.  O'ConneU,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bent, 
and  the  officers  of  his  Excellency's 
staff  returned  to  tovm  from  a  short 
visit  to  Paramatta. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  court  of  civil 
jurisdiction  closed  its  sittings. 

This  evening  a  black  whale  came 
ilto  the  harbour,  and  when  near 
Bennelong's  Point  was  perceived 
ftwa  the  Cato,  whose  boats  imme- 
diately pursued  and  killed  it.  As 
soon  as  it  was  struck  it  made  tovrards 
th»  Heads,  but  turning  into  Hose 
Bay,  was  there  secured,  and  towed 
along-side  the  ship. 


Augu§tl9ik. 

A  CARD. 
It  i«  rei|«ested  that  those  gentle- 
men who  have  not  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Sydney  races  for 
the  past  or  present  jear,  will  pay 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of 
the  course,  previous  to  the  races  on 
Monday  next. 


AugU9i  17(;h. 

McBsn.  Lord  and  WiUians  having 
throa^  theassistiuwe  of  Mr.  Reuben 
Utheratleng^  brought  to  perfeetion 
the  manufaturing  of  ,hats   in  this 


colony,  of  an  e<imd  if  not  superior 
quality  to  those  generally  imported 
herein,  and  at  considerably  reduced 
prices,  which  they  hope  and  trast 
will  be  found  a  valuable  and  import- 
ant acquisition  to  this  territoiy,af 
'  well  from  superseding,  the  necessity 
of  any  future  importations  of  that 
article,  as  from  the  facility  with 
which  it  may  be  constantly  supplied, 
respectfolly  announce  to  the  public, 
that  the  above  business  will  be 
carried  on  at  the  mauuiactory  of 
Messrs.  Lord  and  Williams,  in  Mac- 
anarie  Place,  imder  the  immediate 
direction  and  management  of  Mr. 
Reuben  Uther,  and  that  the  most 
{HTompt  attention  will  from  time  to 
time  be  paid  to  the.  conmiands  of 
Hnch  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  may 
please  to  honour  them  with  their 
encouragement  in  this  manuiiictory ; 
and  though  the  proprietorn  expect 
to  have  an  assortment  speedily  pre- 
pared for  sale,  yet  when  the  article 
18  bespoke  to  size  and  quality  every 
attention  will  be  exerted  to  finish 
and  fumift  it  within  the  required 
time,  so  bs  to  answer  the  purposes 
of  general  as  well  as  private  ace 
modation. 


August  81<f. 

Andrew  Byrne,  Sea-View,  near 
Botany  Bay,  respectfully  begs  leave 
to  acquaint  the  public,  that  he  haa 
a  capital  run  for  brood  mares  and 
horses  at  the  above-mentioned  place, 
which  will  be  taken  every  possible 
care  of  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 


September  81«^ 

SHIP  NEWS. 

On  Wednesday  the  llth  arrived 
the  Cyelops,  Capt.  Campbell,  from 
1^  peari'  fisheiy,  and  last  from 
Otabeite,  with  forty  tona  of  peari 
shell,  and  about  six^ounces  of  pearls, 
and«ix  or  seven  tons  of  salted  pork. 

Last  Wednesday  sailed  the  indii* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


18U.] 


NEW  SOUTB  WALES. 


379 


p«gQpiMe«MMryC«lptBe»t,toenu«e 
off  Nf  w  ZeaUuid  to  complete  her 
€M9l»f  wad  then  to  proceed  for  Lon- 
4«i  direct. 


PORT  WINE  BY  BETAIL. 

J.  Cbiaholm  having  purchased  a 
tnpply  of  red  port  wine,  is  ^labled 
to  aupply  the  public  witii  the  tame 
at  8«.  per  bottle,  in  cnrreacy  or 
c^per  coin,  at  his  boase  in  George 
Street,  opposite  the  barracks. 


October  5tk. 

GOVERNMENT  PUBUC 
NOTICE. 

Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
6th  October,  1811. 
^is   £xcell«icy   the    governor, 
amdous  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  intentions  signified 
in  his  general  orders  of  the  6th  of 
October  last,  gives  this  pubtic  no- 
tice, that  he  has  assigned,  and  caused 
to  be  marked  out  and  measured,  a 
large    common    in   the  immediate 
vi<^ty  of  Sydney,  containing  one 
thousand   acres,  for   the   common 
pasturage  of  the  cattle  belonf^ng  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Sydney:— The 
public  are  to  take  notice,  that  the 
said  Commonage  is  described  by  the 
acting  surveyor   in   the  following 
terms,  **  bounded  on  the  west  side 
by  twenty-eight  chains  of  Surrey- 
Itill  Farm,  and  a  south  line  of  ninety- 
six  chains,  on  the  soutli  side  by  an 
east  line  of  ninety-seven  chains,  on 
the  east  side  b^  a  north  line  to  the 
road  leading  trom  Sydney  to  the 
South  Head,  and  on  the  north  side 
hir  that  road." — For  the  purpose 
(lowever  of  making  said  description 
and  boundaries  more  clei^ly  under- 
stood and  known,  the  limits  of  said 
cammonage  wiU  he  further  marked 
by  four  posts  with  suitable  labels, 


whioh  vdU  be  eneted  cm  the  most 
conspicuous  angles  or  parts  thereof.  ' 

This  land  being  thus  assigned  for 
the  use  of  the  public,  no  excuse  caa 
be  made  for  persons  in  future  turn- 
ing their  cattle  at  large  to  seek  food 
where  it  may  be  most  easily  founds 
without  considering  whether  thef 
may  not  trespass  on  private  pro- 
perty, and  do  material  injury  to  the 
gardens  and  enclosures  of  other  pec- 
sons  i  and  the  public  are  theretore 
cautioned  not  to  permit  any  horseS| 
homed  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  or  pigs 
to  stray  in  future,  either  upon  the 
grounds  called  Hyde  Park,  or  on 
any  private  property  belonging  to 
other  persons ;  as  aU  cattle  which 
may  be  thus  found  trespassing  ar0 
to  be  taken  up,  and  put  into  tho 
common  pound  of  Sydney,  until  all 
damage  incurred  by  them  shall  \m 
fuUy  discharged. 

His .  Excelieucy  thus  comnumi- 
cates  to  the  public,,  that.be  vfUl 
make  a  regular  grant  of  said  com- 
mon lands  to  the  judge-advocate 
andvmagistrates  o£  Svdney,fQr  the 
time-being,  in  trust  &r  the  benefit 
of  the  j>resent,  and  of  all  succeeding 
inhabitants  of  Sydney. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor, 

J.  T.  CA.MPBEXXy  Se& 

FOUND, 
Between  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  bf 

a  gentleman,  on  Monday  last, 
A  Bank  of  England  Note  for  a  con- 
siderable amount. — It  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Secretary  Campbell, 
who  will  be  happy  in  delivering  it 
to  its  proper  owner. 


October  I9tk 

PUBLIC  NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office,  Sydney, 
19th  October,  1811. 
Those  persons  who  have  been  ae^ 
conunodated  during  the  course  of 
the  present  week^with  female  ser- 
vants from  Ihe  convicts  per  the  ship 
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Friends,  are  reiqiiired  on  Thnnday 
next  to  enter  into  the  usnal  seen- 
rities  for  the  retaining  such  servants 
in  their  possession,  and  for  their 
treating  them  well.-— Those  who  ob- 
tained servants  at  Sydney  are  to  pass 
their  se<!urities  at  the  secretary's 
office.;  and  those  who  obtained  ser- 
vants at  Paramatta  are  to  pass  their 
iwcurities  with  the  commandant  at 
that  station,  Lieutenant  Dnrie. 
By  conmiand  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor, 

J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 

Major  Gleaveland  and  lieutenant 
Ovens,  of  the  7^d,  and  Captain 
Piper,  ^f  the  102nd  regiment,  em- 
barked for  England  this  evening,  on 
board  the  Providence,  via  China; 
and  were  accompanied  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  governor  and  Mrs.  Mac- 
quarie,  and  a  large  party,  composed 
of  the  principal  officers,  llie  boats 
went  rrom  the  Government  Wharf 
at  half-past  six,  and  reached  the 
vessel  about  seven ;  where  the  dis- 
tinguished visitors  remained  until 
half-past  eight,  when  they  took  a 
final  leave  of  those  officers,  whose 
polished  manners  and  benevolence 
of  disposition  had  endeared  them  to 
all  classes  of  inhabitants,  and  cohse- 
quentiy  must  have  rendered  the 
adieu !  peculiarly  interesting  to  the 
feoUngs  of  those  who  in  an  elevated 
sphere  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  a 
more  intimate  acquaintance.  On 
retpming  to  their  boats,  a  salute 
was  fired  from  the  ship  in  honor  of 
his  Excellency,  and  at  nine  the 
company  returned  to  Government 
House. 

SPORTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

A  fine  hunt  took  place  the  8th 
instant  at  the  Nepean;  of  which  the 
following  is  the  account  given  by  a 
gentleman  present : — *'  Having  cast 
off  by  the  government  hut  on  the 
Nepean,  and  drawn  the  cover  in 
that  neighbourhood,  for  a  native 
dog  unsuccessfully,  we  tried  the 
forest  ground  for  a  kangaroo,  which 
we  soon  found.  It  went  off  in 
excellent  style  along  the  sands  by  | 


the  river  side ;  and  cfossed  to  the 

Cow-pasture  Plains,  running  a  circle 
of  about  two  miles,  then  re-crossed, 
taking  a  direction  for  Mr.  Campbdl's 
stock-yard,  and  from  thence  at  the 
back  of  Badge  Allen  HUl  to  the 
head  of  Boorroobaham  Creek,  where 
he  was  headed ;  from  thence  he  took 
the  main  range  of  hills  between  the 
Badge  Allen  and  Badge  AUenabinjee 
in  a  straight  direction  for  Mr.  Thros- 
bey's  tarm,  where  the  hounds  ran  m 
to  him,  and  he  was  killed  after  a 
good  run  of  about  two  hours.— The 
weight  of  the  animal  was  npvrards 
ofl201bs. 


Some  time  since  I  lent  a  gentle 
of  this  colony  the  first  volume  of  the 
Attorney's  Pocket-Book  Companion, 
to  take  a  precedent  out  of,  if  he  will 
be  pleased  to  retum^it,  as  I  suppose 
it  must  have  escaped  his  memory,  I 
shall  thank  him ;  but  should  it  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  any  other 
person,  on  their  restoring  it  to  me  I 
shall  pay  them  one, pound  for  their 
trouble,  as  it  can  be  of  little  service 
to  any  person,  the  set  beine  broken. 
^f'M.  Fleming,  Attorney. 
No.  32,  PhiUip  Street. 

George  Cook,  long  known  as  the 
first  carriage  builder  in  this  colony, 
begs  to  acquaint  the  public  that  he 
has  returned  from  sea  aftet  eighteen 
months  absence,  and  is  now  ready 
to  engage  in  making  or  repairing 
chaises,  carts,  4ind  carriages  of  aU 
kinds,  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  on 
the  most  reasonable  termS|  at  Richard 
Harding's,  Hunter  Street.^— No  ewe 
no  pay. 

Ships'  blocks,  dead-eyes.  Sec.  fur- 
nished at  the  lowest  prices. 


October  26th. 

The  wall  inclosing  the  scite  of  the 
intended  General  Hospital  being 
now  nearly  completed,  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor  has  appointed  to 
lay  the  first  stone  of  the  principal 
building  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Wed- 
nesday. 
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GOVERNMENT  and  OENERAL 
ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
Saturday,  Nov.  2, 1811. 
The  commander  of  the  forces  has 
infinite  pleasure  in  announcing  to 
the  troops  serving  in  this  territory, 
the  re-appointment  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Duke  of  York  to  he 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  as 
communicated  in  the  following  ge- 
neral order,  received  per  the  Thames 
whaler,  recently  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, 4t  the  River  Denvent  in  Van 
Dieman's  Land. 

<<  Horse  Guards,  May  25, 1811. 
'<  His  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
His  Majesty,  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  field-marshal  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Duke  of  York  to  be  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army,  in  the 
room  of  General  Sir  David  Dundas, 
who  has  obtained  his  royal  highness , 
the  Prince  Regenf  s  permission  to 
resign  that  appointment. 
^'  By  command  of  His  Royal 

Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
"  Harry  Calvert, 
"  Adjutant  General." 


November  9th, 

At  an  early  hour  on  Monday  last 
his  Excellency  Governor  Macquarie 
and  his  lady 'took  their  departure 
from  hence  for  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
that  being  a  part  of  this  great  and 
widely  extended  territory  which  his 
Excellency  had  not  before  visited : 
its  distance  from  Sydney  is  about 
seven  hundred  miles.— Considering 
the  very  favourable  wind  which  has 
regularly  continued  to  blow  since 
his  Excellency's  sailing,  and  that  the 
government  schooner  lady  Nelson, 
which  conveys  him,  is  a  wt  sailing 
vessel,  we  have  little  doubt  thilt  he 
has  arrived  at  the  Derwent  by  tUs 
time. 

We  understand  it  is  his  ExceU 


lency's  intention,  after  making  such 
arrangements  at.  Hobart  Towh  as 
may  appear  most  likely  to  improve 
it,  and  to  benefit  the  inhabitants,  to 
proceed  from  thence  over-land  to 
Port  Dalrymple,  being  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  to 
make  similar  arrangements  there, 
and  generally  to^  iurorm  himself  of 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  soil, 
and  of  the  productions  of  the  country 
at  large.  These  beneficent  purposes 
being  effected,  it  is  his  Excellency't 
intention  to  re-embark  at  Port  Dal- 
rymple, to  which  place  the  Lady 
Nelson  will  be  directed  to  proceed 
'  from  the  Derwent.  On  his  return 
voyage  his  Excellency  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  various 
islands  interspersed  through  Bass's 
Straits;  and  we  trust  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  announce  his  happy 
return  to  Sydney  about  the  first  of 
the  New  Year. 

His  Excellency  is  attended  by 
Capt.  Antill,  brigade  major,  laeut. 
Maclaine,  aide-de-camp,  and  Mr. 
Meehan,  the  acting  surveyor  ge- 
neral. 


December  lAth. 

SHIP  NEWS. 

This  day  airived  the  Favorite, 
Captain  Fisk,  firom  Hobart  Town, 
which  she  left  on  the  5th  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  with  the  agreeable  in- 
telligence of  the  safe  arrival  there, 
on  the  23rd  ulthno,  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor  and  Mrs.  Mac- 
quarie, and  suite,  having  gone  round 
in  an,  open  boat  from  Frederick 
Henry  Bay,  where  they  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  the  Lady  Nelson, 
owing  to  contrary  winds. 

His  Excellency,  on  his  arrival, 
received  a  loyal  and  appropriate 
address  from  the  inhabitants  of  Ho- 
bart Town,  and  another  from  the 
settlers  at  New  Norfolk:  to  both 
which  he  was  pleased  to  return 
suitable  animers. 

The  Lady  Nelson  did  not  arrive 
at  Hobart  Town  till  the  26th,  and 
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J«M  ftlioitt  stiKlis  ronnd  for  Port 
Dakymple  wfadi  the  Favorite  came 
away :  for  y^rUth  settlement  hi»  )EXr 
cemacy  and  lady  were  expected  te 
set  ont   over-iand    upon   the  Snd 


We  have  the  farther  satisfiictioa 
to  state,  that  the  harvest  at  the 
wb^ve  higtAj  imphpvmg  settlement 
was  very  luxuriant;  and  that  the 
Mihabitaots  were  tolerably  supplied 
by  veeeut  arrivals  irom  this  place 
witb  Earope  aad  India  conunodities. 


DscemUr2mh. 

M  a  late  hour  on  Christnas  Eve, 
aa  CttpCaln  Austin  Forrest,  of  Ricb- 
naottd  (formerly  of  Calcutta)  was  re- 
taraing  borne  from  Windsor,  he  was 
wifortunateiy  killed  by  a  fall  from 
his  horse.  The  body  was  found 
bet#een  twd  ve  and  one  on  Christmas 
BMNTing,  shortly  after  the  melan- 
eboly  accident  had  taken  place ;  and 
on  Friday  the  readains  of  tlu»much 
lamented  gentleman  were  interred 
at  Windsor;  on  which  occasion  a 
large  company  of  gentlemen  assem- 
bled, among  whom  were  the  com- 
manders of  the  India  vessels  in  the 
port,  and  the  principal  merchants, 
to  pay  the  last  duties  of  respect  to  a 
highly  respectable  and  meritorious 
dmracter.  The  deceased  has  left  a 
widow  to  regret  her  loss,  and  wne 
may  add,  without  lila  danger  of  con- 
taMttction,  that  every  one  who  had 
tbe  aiigfatest  knowledge  of  Captain 
Fonrest  witt  sensibly  participate  in 
the  fettings  of  his  afflicted  widow. 


FebtUary  Mft,  1813; 
CI^iUOSiTIBS 

CKPTHl 

SOUT0  SEA  ISLANDS. 
On  ^aiex  at  No.  II,  Pitt  l^treet, 
nearly  o|^posite  Mfi  Packer's,  a 
valuable  collection  isf  ei|riositics 
hwa  Otahehe!,  Toengataboo,  and 
van#B#'  ne^  dUev¥)^ret  UtatKls^iii 


the  Pacific  Ocf«n;  consisting  of 
spears  and  clubs  beautifully  carved ; 
bows,  arrows,  and  other  imptomenil 
of  war ;  the  breast-plate  of  a  chief 
of  incomparable  workmanship ; 
mats,  plain  and  printed  cloth,  sheUSf 
pearl  fish-hooka,  and  Tarions  other 
rare  articles,  the  whole  of  whiolt  wM 
be  disposed  of  at  moderate  priMi. 


F^narfftSth. 

GROSE  farm: 

To  be  let  upon  lease,  for  a  term  of 
5,  7, 10,  or  14  years,  about  250  txtH 
of  land,  25  of^  which  are  enclosed, 
together  with  a  garden,  dwelling 
house,  and  out-bmldings,  weU 
watered,  and  very  conveniently  si- 
tuated for  a  dairy,  being  within  twtt 
miles  of  Sydney,  the  property  of  Hie 
Female  Orphan  Institutio»,  aofd 
known  by  the  name  of  Grose  Fan#. 
— Proposals  to  be  left  at  the  Orphan 
House,  Sydney,  or  application  to-  be 
made  to  the  Rev.  S.  Marsden,  Para- 
matta.    ' 

To  the  cerrespmdeni  who  transmits 
an  invective'under  the  specious  ap- 
pearance of  a  poHy  we  state  that  such 
matter  cannot  obtain  admissioa  in 
this  paper. 

BIRTBS. 

On  Tuesday  last  Mrs.  Gaudry,  of 
a  son.'-'On  Friday  MrtiXMd«rwbod, 
also  of  a  SOD. 


April  ISih. 

ADYfiRTISEMEIVT^ 
Mi!ir  E.  Wriker,  Prinees  SlrM, 
Rocks,  begs  leave  to  acquaint  ladles, 
that  having  acquired^  a  proficiency 
ift  the  mamifactare  of  straw  hafr 
and  bonnets^  and  being  in  possession 
also  of  tbie*  latest  Engli^  fasfdons, 
she  witl  be  protrd  ta  receive  and 
pmictual  in  -  observhig  any  com- 
mands with  which  she  may  be  iMS- 
nwnndf  dtker"  inf  mUi^f  mending, 
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Utachiii^^  er  altering  to  the  venrett  I 
mo^esy  every  article  in  the  above  { 
bfanchy  on  rwaonaMe  tenns. 


May  SO^A. 

GOVERNMENT  asd  GENERAL 
ORDERS. 
Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 
Monday^  May  25, 1812. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  has 
received  iastreetions  from  His  Ma- 
jesty's ministeiis  to  make  the  neces- 
aary  arrangements  for  placing  the 
fettlement  of  Port  Dalrymple  as  a 
dependency  on  that  of  HobaitTown, 
on  the  River  Derwent,  in  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  that  the  officer 
eonmninding  at  the  former  settle- 
ment shonid  be  subject  to  the  orders, 
anperintendance,  and  general  con- 
trol of  the  commandant  of  Hobart 
Tovm;  and  that  all  unnecessary 
•ffices  and  appointments  now  oust- 
ing at  the  former  settlement  should 
be  abolished,  in  order  to  lessen  the 
expenses  thereof  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  crown. 

Id  pursuance  of  these  instmctiouiy 
hia  fhcceUency  now  commands  and 
directs  that  tiie  settlement  of  Port 
Dalrymple  shall  accordingly  become 
a  dependency  on  that  or  Hobart 
Town  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  the  next  month  of  June. 
(Signed)     Lachlan  Macquarib. 

By  command  of  bis  Excellency, 

H.  G.  AWTILL, 

Major  of  Brigade. 

A  CARO. 

The  stewards  of  the  Sydney  races 
iaf<Nrm  the  members  that  the  regular 
annsal  meeting  wiU  be  held  at  tiie 
TSrd  mess  room,  on  Friday,  the  5th 
of  Jime  next,  at  the  hour  of  eleven 
o-^ck  in  the  forenoon. — ^A  ballot 
will  then  take  place  for  the  election 
of  lie  w  members. 

Dinner  will  be  provided  at  the 
Sydney  Tavern,  in  Greorge  Street, 
oo  that  day ;  and  such  members  as 
mean  to  dine  there  are  requested  to 
give  their  namea  in,  and  to  take 


ticksta  for  tba  osewittn  fisow  Mr. 
Nichols,  on  or  belbre  the  Srd  of 
June. 

The  race  coiatB  being  now  pre- 
paring for  the  ensuing  races,  it  it 
requested  that  gentlemen  will  not  in 
fiiture  ride  or  driVe  tiieir-  catriiasies 
over  it. 

Such  gentlemen  as  have  not  paid 
their  subscription  for  the  preaeiit 
year  are  requested  to  pay  it  to  tlie 
treasurer.  Lieutenant  Egar,  ott  or 
before  the  6tfa  of  June,  as  he-hoa  to 
lay  his  accompts'before  the  meeting 
on  that  day. 

Sydney,  SOth  May,  1812. 


Jime20M. 

MARRIED^ 
On  Wednesday  last,  by  the  Revi 
Mr.  Marsden,  at  St.  John's  Chnrch, 
Paramatta,  Walter  Lang,  Esq.  re* 
cently  from  India,  to  Miss  Eliisabeth 
Harris,  niece  cf  Mr.  James  Larra, 
of  George  Street,  Paramatta. 


Jukf  l^th. 

MARRIED, 
By  special  license,  on  Tneiday  last, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden,  at:  the 
church  of  St.  John,  Paramatta,  Mr. 
Henry  Nott,  missionary,  from  Ota- 
heite,to  Miss  Ann  Charlotte  Tttmer, 
from  the  London  Mis^nary  So- 
ciety. 

BIRTH. 
On  Sunday  bist,  iihe  12th  instHit, 
at  his  house  in  Macqnaiie  Platee; 
tiie  hidy  of  EHit  Bent,  Esq.  judges 
advocate,  of  a  daughter. 


Augnst  lit. 

GOVERNMENT  Alio  GENERAL 
ORDERS. 

Head  Quarten^-Sydney, 

Sattti^,  July  2<,  l«l». 

A  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction 

vriil  assemble  at;  the  Conn  Heusej  at 
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Sydnty,  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  tke 
next  month  of  .Auffust,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  for  the  trial  of  all 
such  prisoners  as  shall  be  brought 
l^fore  it. 

.    The  73rd  regiment  will  furnish 
three  captains  dnd  three  subalterns, 
as  members  for  the  criminal  court. 
Their  names  and  dates  of  their  com- 
nuBsions  are  to  be  sent  in  on  Tuesday, 
th^  asth  instant,  to  the  major  of 
brigade. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor, 
H.  C.  AntilL;  Major  of  Brigade. 

A  CARD. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lewin  begs  leave  to 
inform  his  friends  and  the  public  in 
general,  that  he  intends  opening  an 
academy  for  paioting,  on  the  days  of 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
from  the  hours  of  10  to  12  in  the 
forenoon. — Terms,  five  shillings  a 
lesson;  entrance  26«. 

N.B.  The  evening  academy  for 
drawing  continued  as  usual. 

Mrs.  Jones  having  opened  a  semi- 
nary for  the  education  of  young 
ladies,  at  No.  45,  Castlereagh  Street, 
respectively  informs  such  parents  as 
may  be  inclined  to  entrust  her  with 
the  care  of  their  daughters,  that 
every  possible  attention  will  be  paid 
to  their  manners  and  morals. 

Proper  masters  will  attend  to  in- 
struct in  dancing,  drawing,  and  every 
other  elegant  accomplishment  which 
may  be  required. 

WANTED, 

Three  or  four  ^lers  of  timber,  to 
undertake  the  clearing  of  100  acres 
of  land,  within  three  miles  of  Sydney. 
—Apply  to  Mr.  WUshire,  Brickfield 
Hill. 


August  Srii. 

Sitting  magbtrate  for  the  ensuing 
week,  W.  Broughton,  Esq^ 

.   Assize  tff  bread  as  before. 


Average  price  of  nticles  at  but 
Saturday's  market : —  Wheat, .  10*. 
lO^d  per  bushel;  maize,  6<.  per 
ditto;  potatoes,  10«. per  cwt.;  fowls, 
68.  per  couple;  eggs,  2s,  6d»  per 
dozen. 

The  Sydney  races  commence  on 
Monday  the  17th ;  and  we  may  of 
course  expect  a  numerous  list  of 
visitors  from  all  part  of  the -colony 
during  the  ensuing  week. 

Upon  the  racing  days  it  is  to  be 
hoped  4hat  persons  who  keep  dogs 
will  secure  them  at  home,  and  not 
allow  them  to  be  at  the  course, 
an  inattention  ^o  which  precaution 
might  be  attended  with  very  serious, 
if  not  fatal  consequences  to  the 
riders,  one  of  whom  received  a  dan- 
gerous and  painfid  fall  at  a  former 
race,  owing  to  a  dog's  crossing  the 
course. 

'  This  morning  a  pick-pocket  was 
detected  in  the  markef  in  the  act  of 
disburthening  an  elderly  matron  of  a 
pocket-book,  containing  all  the  pro- 
duce  of  her  vegetable  sales. — ^Upon 
detection,  the  delinquent  was  seized 
by  the  old  lady,  and  made  an  effort 
to  escape,  but  in  vain :  for  so  deter- 
mined was  she  in  maintaining  her 
grasp,  that  his  exertion  proved  in- 
effectuaL  The  chief  constable  hap^ 
pening  fortunately  to  be  at  hand, 
the  villain  was  secured,  and  taken 
before  the  superintendan^  of  police, 
who  ordered  him  fifty  lashes,  and 
close  imprisonment  in  the  gaol  during 
the  intervals  of  labour,  as  he  was 
already  a  prisionef , 

The  new  Toad'  to  Sonth  Head,  so 
far  as  it  is  now  carried,  presents  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  a  beau- 
tiful avenue  of  recreation,  either  as 
a  pleasant  ride  or  promenade,  that 
attracts  the  wonder  of  the  medita* 
ting  passenger  who  reflects,  that 
scarce  a  twelvemonth  has  ebipsed 
since  the  smooth  and  level  ooune 
that  now  invites  him  onward,  eoL* 
hibited  a  wild,  almost  impenetraUe. 
As  once  the  captive  Briton,  whilo 
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he  graced  the  Rmnan  triumph  fixed 
his  attentive  eye  upon  a  chariot 
wheel,  and  sadly  mused  open  the 
rise  which  one  spoke  had  upon 
another's  fall,  now  may  not  we,  in 
crateiiil,  in  contrasted  contemplation 
fondly  dwell  upon  6ur  benefits,  and 
gladly  hail  the  splendid  dawn  that 
animates  oar  prospects.  In  the  ob- 
ject now  before  ns,  we  are  presented 
with  an  advantage  which  intense 
labour  only  could  produce;  and 
from  the  locality  of  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Sydney  peculiarly  are  to 
'  benefit.  By  voluntary  subscription 
tiie  plan  has  been  proceeded  in  -,  and 
happy  we  are  to  say,  that  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word  the  contri- 
bution has  been  voluntary.  Much, 
much  has  been  accomplished,  but 
something  yet  remains  to  render  the 
work  effectual.  An  additional  sub- 
scriptiou  for  this  excellent  purpose 
will  answer  its  completion  upon  the 
liberal  scale  pursued ;  and  if  we  may 
aspire  to  the. phrase  that  animates 
the  British  bosom,  this,  as  a  National 
undertaking,  will  entitle  our  little 
community  to  the  gratifying  eulo- 
gium  of  a  spirited  exertion. 


August  I5th. 

GOVERNMENT 
PUBUC  NOTICE  AND  ORDER. 
Secretary's  Ofiice,  Sydney, 
10th  August,  1812. 
The  extraordinary  increase  of 
curs  and  mongrel  dogs  of  a  base  and 
worthless  description  (notwithstand- 
ing the  public  notice  ^ven  on  that 
«ubject  on  the  11th  of  August,  1810), 
rendering  the  streets  of  Sydney  dan- 
gerous to  all  persons  passing  through 
tiiem,  whether  on  foot,  horseback,  or 
in  carriages,  it  is  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  at 
large  to  the  redress  of  this  serious 
«vil. 

>  His  Excellency  the  governor  is 
theselore  pleased  to  express  a  hope, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  will 
take  immediate  measures  for  the 


destruction  of  those  degenerate  and. 
useless  animals,  or  at  least  for  the 
confinement  of  them  within  the 
limits  of  the  owners'  premises  so  as  to 
prevent  their  continuing  a  public 
annoyance  in  the  streets,  and  thereby 
do  away  the  necessity  for  resorting 
to  ottier  more  compulsory  measures 
for  the  preserving  the  good  order 
and  safe^  of  the  town. 

As  the  annual  raced  will  com- 
mence with  the  ensuing  week,  the 
inhabitants  are  particularly  Called 
on  to  secure  such  of  their  dogs  as 
they  do  not  destroy,  so  that  they 
shall  not  wander  to  the  course,  where 
they  will  not  only  interrupt  the 
sport,  but  may  also  be  productive  of 
fatal  accidents  to  the  riders. 

During  the  race  week,  the  con* 
stables  and  their  assistants  are 
strictly  enjoined  to  destroy  all  dogs 
of  whatever  description  which  they 
may  find  on  the  course,  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  racing  ground. 

By  cominand  of  Ms  Excellency 
the  Governor, 

J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec, 


August  29eA, 

A.  CARD. 

Mr.  Bowden,  master  of  the  Publie 
School,  Sydney,  respectfully  informs 
n^erchants,  shopkeepers,  and  others, 
•that  he  has  constructed  a  set  of 
tables  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  • 
the  value  in  currency  of  any  sum 
sterling  from  a  halfpenny  up  to  5002. 
and  at  any  rate  per  cent,  from  20  to 
50,  or  from  4«.  to  lOs.  to  the  pound ; 
whereby  many  calculations  are- pre- 
vented, and  persons  little  accus- 
tomed to  figures  readily  assisted  in 
ascertaining  the  value  of  property, 
or  store  receipts,  paymaster'il  bill8> 
&c. — This  will  be  found  very  useful 
in  the  shop  or  counting-house. 

N.B.  To  be  had  only  at  his  honse^ 
No.  1,  George  Street 


C  C 
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On  Monday  last  a  severe  haiU 
atonn  was  experienced  in  the  vicinity 
of  George's  River,  which  lasted 
abont  twenty  minutes.  Some  of  the 
hail-stones  were  of  prodigious  size, 
and  are  reported  to  have  killed  a 
anmber  of  fbwls^  and  veiy  much 
prejudiced  the  gurdfsns  of  several 
persons. 

A  gentleman's  servant  being  on 
tbe  South-Head  road  last  Tuesday 
with  a  couple  of  small  terriers,  saw 
tliem  botn  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
ane  object^ in^iich  upon  near  obser- 
vation proved  to  be  a  large  snake^ 
which  the  dogs  killed ;  but  one  of 
the  animals  had  been  unfortunately 
wounded  by  its  advemary,  and  died 
within  ten  minutes  after  the  conflict* 

c' 

The  verdure  of  spring  begins 
again  to  decorate  the  fields^  which 
the  devastation  occasioned  by  the 
grub,  immediately  before  the  present 
winter,  had  in  many  places  totally 
laid  waste.  The  flocks  and  herds 
will  benefit  by  the  change,  as  those 
that  were  wholly  dependent  on  the 
spontaneous  gifts  of  nature  have 
long  found  but  scanty  pasturage. 

Query fritm  a  eorreapondent. — ^When 
grain  is  plentiful  and  cheap ;  when 
it  is  known  that  the  stock  of  living 
imimals  in  the  country  are  in  a 
flourishing  state  of  increase,  haTlng 
had  no  serious  check  since  the  flood 
of  1806,  what  can  be  the  reason 
that  batcher's  meat  still  sells  at  the 
^ormotts  price  of  mghUmfeiue  per 


SipUmber  I9tlu 

SfflP  NEWS. 
By  the  Unity  have  cetumed,  pas- 
sengers from  Fort  Dahrymple^  John 
Birch,  Esq.  paymaster,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Lundin,  of  the  7ard  regim^it. 
The  former  gentleman  has  imported 
a  beautiful  young  horse,  which  from 


I  Hsbreedmaybeatieaniedavidnihii 

!  acquisition  to  the  colony.  Mr.  BireH 
has  also  bronght  up  a  native  boy  «f 
Van  Dieman's  land,  who  in  his  iiv> 
fancy  had  been  withdrawn  from  tha 
state  for  which- the  destinies  ba4 
otherwise  designed  him,  and  hai 
consequently  little  but  the  difler^Mii 
of  feature  and  complexion  to  dis* 
tinguish  him  fron^  the  European. 

The  brig  Active,  Capt  Leslie,  was 
at  Frederick  Henry  Bay  whalings 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
month  had  killed  seven  or  eight  flsk 
The  schooner  Unity,  in  her  wi^ 
from  hence  to  the  settlements  oil 
Van  Dieman's  Land,  the  beginniafi^ 
of  last  month  lay  two  days  in  Two- 
fold Bay,  where  ibur  of  her  pei^lft 
landed  with  a  small  boat  on  tiit 
south  side  for  the  purpose  of  shootinf 
at  an  extensive  lagoou,  whither  they 
had  to  convey  their  boat  about  1^ 
yards  over  land  -,  just  as  they  had 
accomplished  which,  they  found 
themselves  perlectiy  hemmed  in  1^ 
several  hundreds  of  natfcves,  wte 
immediately  attacked  them  with  a 
flight  of  spears  ^ected  with  a  foriow 
velocity  from  eveiry  quarter.  Ta 
keep  the  assailants  in  check  the  smaU 
party  had  only  two  muskets,  one  of 
which  was  in  a  much  impaireid  state. 
By  a  temperate  mode  ojt  action,  and 
only  discharging  occasionally  at  such 
as  had  the  temerity  to  advance 
nearer  than  the  others,  they  sao? 
ceeded  in  re-crossing  to  the  sea-shore 
with  their  boat,  by  placing  her 
thwarts  beneath  the  keel,  and 
launching  her  along.  A  number  of 
the  spears  thrown  struck  the  vehicle^ 
and  were  frequently  supposed  by  tha 
people  to  have  passed  through  tha 
bodies  of  each  other ',  but  no  less 
miraculously  than  ^rtunatdy,  Hicf 
reached  the  seaoside  without  a 
wound,  and  thence  esc^[>ed. 

DIED. 
At  Hobart  Town,  Van  Dieraan's 
Iiandy  on  the  23nd  ultimo,  Lieut. 
Breadon,  oftheRi^alBfariiaes.     . 
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Stpitmbtf  9wA» 

The  flattering  accounts  recelTed 
of  the  quality  of  flamplea  of  wool 
•eat  from  hence  to  the  mother 
cbontry  has  induced  several  opulent 
persons  who  had  bestowed  conside- 
nUe  attention  on  the  improvement 
€f  timr  flocks,  now  more  seriously 
10  apply  themselves  to  that  object, 
vAich  time  may  possil^y  reader  of 
tiM   ^rery  first  importance  to  this 


The  brig  Active,  while  whaling 
iA  Frederick  Henry  Bay,  about  a 
BMHith  since,lost  one  of  her  boatmen, 
an  Otabeitan;  who  getting  unfortu- 
nately entangled  in  a  line  to  which 
a  yrtale  was  fast,  was  snatched  out 
•f the  boat,and  never  more  appeared. 


October  ItHk. 

GOVERNMENT  PUBLIC 
NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office,  Sydney, 
10th  October,  1818. 
It  being  Intended  to  open  a  public 
nad  of  equal  width  with  the  present 
road  tp  Paramatta,  from  Browne's 
Hal^sway  Honse  on  the  latter,  and 
thence  to   Liverpool   or  George's 
Rtver,  a  distance  of  about  eleven 
miles ;  notice  is  hereby  given,  that 
MM^  persons  as  may  be  disposed  to 
contract  for  the  making  of  iaid  road 
are  to. send  in  written  proposals  or 
tenders  for  the  construction  of  it,  to 
Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  at  Liverpool, 
on  or  before  Tuesday,  the  10th  day 
of  November  next  ensuing. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency 
'    the  Governor, 

J.  T.  Campbell,  Sec. 


October  Met. 

GOVERNMENT  AND  GENERAL 

ORDERS. 

Head  Quarters,  Sydney, 

Tuesday,  Oct.  27, 1812. 

The  commander  of  the  forces 

publishes  thefoUowiogappoiBtmeats 


and  promotfams,  rtceiitty  received 
1^  him  from  His  Royal  Highness  tho 
commander-in-chief,  per  the  Mln* 
strel  transport,  for  the  Infonnafioft 
and  guidance  of  the  troops  servtnf^ 
in  this  territory. 

<<  Horse  Ghards,  May  12, 181!l. 

' "  I  have  received  His  Royal 
Highness  the  commander-ln-«hic!f1( 
direction  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Prince  Regent,  in  the  natne  and  oi^ 
the  behalf  of  His  Majestv,  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  you  to  serve  al 
brigadier-general  upon  the  etatf  of 
the  forces  servfaig  in  New  South 
Wales^  from  the  25th  of  No'vember, 
1811. 
<<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
*<  your  most -obedient 
*<  humble  servant, 
(Signed)        <<  Harry  CALvanTy 
<<  Adjutant-Generai^" 
Brig«-Gen*  L.  Macquarie,  I 
78rd  regiment.  $ 

'  Head  Qaartert,  Sydney^ 
Friday,  Oct.  30, 1812. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent  has  been  graciously  pleased^  ta 
the  name  and  on  the  llehalf  of  Hi^ 
Majesty,  to  make  the  follotrtng 
promotions  and  appointments. 

Major  Thomas  Davey,*  of  the 
Royal  Marines,  to  be  lientenwGii* 
governor  of  the  setdemtnts  on  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  on  the  southern' 
coast  of  New  South  Walee:--4)at» 
of  commission,  1st  September^  1811. 

War  Office,  Dec.  81, 1811, 
Major  Thomas    Davey,  of  the 
Royal  Marines,  to  be   Ueutenant- 
colonel  in  New  South  Wales  only. 
By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  Govem(lr, 
H.  C.  A'NTiLL,  Major  of  Brigade. 


Nwember  29th. 

The  hiul-storm  of  Saturday  s'en* 
night,  the  dreadful  effects  of  which 
at  GeorgVs  River  we  noticed  is  our 
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last,  has  been  to  Mr.  Throsby's 
agrieultural  concerns  the  most  dis- 
tressing calamity  that  could  possiUy 
have  befallen  him.  Out  or  nine^ 
acres  of  wheat,  all  of  luxuriant 
growth,  a  single  ear  has  not  been 
saved ;  and  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cessive  heat  of  the  weather  the  day 
after  the  hail  feil,  yet,  strange  to  re- 
mark, some  of  the  hail-stones,  after 
laying  on  the  ground  tweniy-nx  hours, 
measured  four  inches  round.  The 
brains  of  a  pigeon  were  literally 
dashed  out  by  one  of  the  stones,  and 
several  sheep  were  killed,  more  pro- 
bably, we  should  consider,  from  the 
cold,  as  they  were  newly  shorn,  than 
by  the  hail,  though  attributed  to  the 
latter  cause. 


December  6th, 

Ten  rams  of  the  Merino  breed, 
lately  sold  by  auction  from  the 
flocks  of  John  M* Arthur,  Esq.  pro- 
duced np?rards  of  200  guineas. 

Several  coats  made  of  the  woolof 
New  South  Wales  enturely,  ar«  now 
in  the  country,  and  are  of  a  most 
excellent  quality.  One  of  these,  a 
box  coat,  made  of  the  refuse  wool, 
that  is,  of  the  wool  that  remained 
after  aU  the  best  samples  were  taken 
out,  appears  to  be  equal  in  quality 
to  the  generality  of  second  cloths, 
«nd  seems  really  to  assert  a  pre- 


ference from  the  superior  softness  of 
its  texture. 


December  I2th, 

Mrs.  Jones  with  great  respect  in- 
forms the  parents  and  guardiaitf  of 
the  young  ladies  entrusted  to  her 
tuition,  that  the  vacation  ball  is  Gxtd 
for  Tuesday,  the  29nd  instant,  at  the 
seminary, No  45,CastlereaghStreety 
Sydney.    Tickets,  7s.  6d.  each. 

Apricots  were  this  momingbroogfat 
to  market  for  the  first  tlitte  this 
season. 


December  \^k. 

Sitting  magistrate  for  the  ensuing 
week — S.  Lord,  Esq. 

Yesterday  morning  his  Excellency 
the  governor  and  Mrs.  Macquarie 
returned  to  Sydney,  from  their  tour 
through  the  agricultural  settlements. 

This  morning's  market  h|id  a  pretty 
general  supply  of  all  vegetables  in 
season. — Potatoes  werei  very  plen- 
tiful, and  sold  from  6«.  to  8«.  percwt. 
A  good  deal  of  new  wheat  was  sold 
at  prices  varying  from  6s.  to  10$,  per 
bushel— «  difference  occasioned  by 
an  inferiority  produced  by  blights* 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Parliamentary  Report 

The  following  is  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  upon  tjbe  affairs  of  New 
South  Wales,  ordered  by  the  house  to  be 
printed  July  10th,  1812. 

*^  The  principal  settlement  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  New  South  Wales,  was  formed  in 
1788.  It  is  situated  in  latitude  33°  south, 
longitude  170°  east.  The  most  considerable 
district,  is  that  of  Sydney,  containing,  by  the 
return  dated  the  1st  of  March  1810,  6,158 
inhabitants.  Paramatta  contains  1,807; 
Hawkesbury,  2,389 ;  and  Newcastle,  100.  Of 
the  total  number  10,454,  5,513  are  men,  2,220 
woinen,  and  2,721  children.  Of  these,  from 
^  to  I  are  convicts ;  but  the  returns  of  their 
number  have  been  so  irregular,  that  your  com- 
mittee have  not  been  able  precisely  to  ascertain 
it.  But  they  hope  that  this  neglect  will  be 
corrected  by  the  orderst  lately  sent  out  from 
this  country.     The  troops  are  about  1,100  in 
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number^  and  the  remainder  are  free  persons. 
In  addition  to  these,  are  the  settlements  of  Port 
Dalrymple    and    Hobart's    Town,    in    Van 
Dieman's  Land,  about  five  degrees  to  the  south 
of  Sydney,  containing  1,321  inhabitants ;  and 
at  the  date  of  the  last  returns,  177  persons  were 
Hying  in  Norfolk  Island,  but  orders  have  been 
since  sient  out  for  its  total  abandonment.  Th^e 
last  excepted,  the  settlements  in  New  South 
Wales  are  bounded  on  the  west  by  mount^ns, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Blue  Moantains, 
beyond  which,  no  one  has  yet  been  able  to 
penetrate  the  country ;  some  have  with  diffi- 
culty been  as  far  as  100  miles  from  the  coast; 
but  beyond  60'  miles,  it  appears  to  be  no 
where  practicable  for  agricultural  purposes; 
and,  in  itiany  places,  the  diameter  of  the 
habitable  country  is  much  less :  the  extent  in 
length,   from  Port  Stephens  to  Port  Jervis^ 
comprises  from    north   to  south  about  four 
degrees,  beyond  which,  it  is  stated,  that  these 
settlements  will  not  be  capable  of  extension ; 
and  of  the  land  within  these  boundaries,  about 
one  half  is  said  to  be  absolutely  barren.     The 
ground  actually   in  cultivation,    amounts  to 
ra;ther  more  than   21,000  acres,  and  74,000 
acres  are  held  in  pafeture.     The  stock  appears 
to  be  considerable ;  by  the  return  in  1810,  the 
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amoontwas^ — horses^  521;  mBTGS,593;  hulls, 
193;     cows>    6,351;     oxen,   4,732;    sheep, 
33,818;  goats,  1,732;  hogs,  8,992.     Of  these, 
a  small  proportion  is  kept  by  government ;  of 
.which,  part  is  killed  for  the  supply  of  the  public 
store,  and  the  remainder  is  made  use  of  to 
Stock  the  farms  of  new  settlers.     It  appears 
from  the  evidence,  that  the  colony  has  for  some 
years,  except  when  the  crops  have  failed,  from 
inundations  or  other  accidental  causes,  been 
able  wholly  to  supply  itself  with  corn;  but  that 
it  k  still  necessary  to  continue,  to  a  certain 
^tent,  the  importation  of  salted  provisions. 
The  soil  and  climate  are  described  to  be 
extremely  fine,  healthy,  and  productive;  dis- 
eases, with  the  exception  of  such  as  arise  from 
intemperance  or  accident,  are  little  known ; 
and  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  are  produced 
.  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  river  Hawkesbury  is  however  occasionally 
iubject  to  violent  and  sudden  floods,  which 
have  in  some  instances  totally  destroyed  the 
produce  of  the  farms  in  its  vicinity,  upon  which 
the  colony  principally  depends  for  its  subsist- 
eace.     Great  difficulties  have  in  consequence 
Ht  times  occurred ;  and  though  precautions  are 
now  taken  to  remove  the  crops  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible from  the  low  grouiids  iii  the  nei^bour- 
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hood  of  the  river,  no  perfect  security  is  yet 
obtained  against  the  recurrence  of  these  dis- 
asters. The  out-settlements  of  Port  Dalrymple 
and  Hobart's  Town  in  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
are  represented  as  enjoying  apurer  climate  and 
more  productive  soil  than  New  South  Wales 
in  general,  and  to  be  otherwise  prosperous  and 
thriving.  Yet  your  committee  must  concur 
in  the  opinion  already  expressed  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's government,  that  more  benefit  to  the 
colony  will  he  derived  from  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  the  settlements  that  are  already 
formed,  than  from  the  formation  of  new  and 
distant  establishments,  whatever  may  be  the 
encouragement  that  a  fertile  soil  or  an  advan- 
tageous situation  may  appear  to  hold  out. 

The  currency  of  the  colony  consists  princi- 
pally of  government  paper  and  copper  money, 
but  from  its  scarcity,  many  of  the  transactions 
which  in  other  countries  would  be  accom- 
plished by  money,  are  here  carried  on  by 
barter ;  thus  the  labourer  is  not  paid  in  money 
but  in  kind :  he  demands  from  his  employer 
such  articles  as  he  is  most  in  need  of,  and  they 
are  delivered  to  him  at  the  prices  which  th^ 
bear  in  the  market.  At  times  indeed  wheat 
and  cattle  have  in  the  courts  of  justice  been 
considered,  as  legal  tender    in    payment   of 
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debts.  To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  a 
supply  of  silver  coin,  to  the  amount  of  10,000/. 
has  lately  been  sent  to  the  colony ;  but  whilst 
the  necessity  of  large  importations  continues; 
with  the  restraints  upon  exportation,  it  is  not 
likely  that  this  coin  will  long  remain  there  in 
circulation.  The  exportations  from  the  colony 
have  hitherto  principally  consisted  of  oil,  seal- 
skins, coals  and  wool ;  the  fisheries  appear  to 
have  been  much  neglected ;  and  the  iron  ore, 
of  which  there  is  abundance,  and  of  very  fine 
quality^  has  not  yet  been  worked.  The  trade  in 
skins  and  coals  is  the  most  thriving,  but  is  much 
straightened  by  the  restrictions  in  favour  of  the 
East  India  Company.  The  stock  of  sheep  is 
not  yet  sufficiently  large  to  make  wool  an 
article  of  large  exportation.  The  culture  of 
hemp  has  been  .less  attended  to  than  might 
have  been  expected ;  a  profitable  trade  in 
sandal  wood  has  at  times  been,  though  illegally, 
carried  on  with  the  South  Sea  Islands  and 
China ;  woollen  manufactories,  potteries,  and 
breweries  have  been  established,  but  not  with 
any  great  success.  The  commercial  regula- 
tions of  the  colony  have  in  many  instances 
been  30  impolitic  as  much  to  discourage  mer- 
cai]^tile  speculation ;  for  many  years  a  maxi- 
mxm  price  was  imposed  by  the  governor  upon 
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all  imported  merchandize;  and  at  this  .price, 
often  too  low  to  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the 
trader^  the  whole  cargo  was  distributed  amongst 
the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  settlement, 
who  alone  had  liberty  to  purchase ;  and  articles 
of  the  first  necessity  were  afterwards  retailed 
by  them,  at  an  enormous  profit,  to  the  poorer 
settlers.  Part  of  these  abuses  were  corrected 
in  the  year  1800;  but  in  the  traffic  of  spirit* 
uous  liquors,  they  continued  -to  a  very  late 
period,  and  it  is  therefore  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  that  your  committee  have  learnt 
that  measures  have  been  enforced,  as  well  by 
the  government  here  as  in  the  colony,  to  put 
an  end  to  these  practices.  It  is  stated  in  a 
dispatch  from  Governor  Macquarie,  dated 
April  30th,  1810,  that  every  care  will  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  officers  of  the  73rd  regiment  now 
in  New  South  Wales,  from  resorting  to  any 
low  or  unmilitary  occupations^  either  mercan- 
tile or  agricultural,  for  additional  means  of 
mipport ;  and  iie  justly  adds,  that  such  pursmtn 
and  avocations  are  subversive  of  all  military 
discipline,  and  incompatible  with  the  rank  and 
character  of  officers  in  His  Majesty*s  service. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  means  will  also  have 
been  devised  to  restrain  the  civil  officers  from 
makings  as  has  been  too  often  the  calie^  the 
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authority  of  their  stations  the  ^neans  of  pro- 
moting their  own  mercenary  views.  It  will  be 
for  the  executive  government  to  consider  how 
feur  the  memorial  of  the  officers  praying  for  an 
JHiCrease  of  pay,  in  consequence  of  the  depri- 
vation of  these  emoluments,  is  to  be  attended 
to.  But  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committeSe 
that  the  military  officer  is  in  New  Sou^ 
Wales  exposed  to  such  hardship,  or  oblig^  to 
incur  such  expense,  as  to  entitle  him  to  benefits 
not  generally  bestowed  upon  officers  of  the 
British  army.  Your  committee  have  also 
learnt  with  satisfaction,  that  many  of  the  im- 
proper restrictions,  by  which  conmiercial  spe- 
culation has  been  thwarted  in  the  colony,  hav0 
been  put  an  end  to.  The  imposition  of  a 
maximum  price  upon  all  imported  articles  of 
merchandize,  has  been  discontinued.  The 
maximum  on  the  price  of  grain  and  butcher's 
meat  is  no  longer  in  existence  ;  aiid  though  ia 
nimilar  limit  to  the  price  of  labour  was  formerly 
frequently  attempted,  it  has  been,  as  might  be 
expected,  always  either  evaded  or  disregarded* 
One  commercial  regulation  appears  however 
to  be  still  in  lull  force,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  ought  immediately  to  be 
rescinded ;  it  is  that  by  which  no*  ship  i$ 
allowed  to  dispose  Of  any  merchandize  in  Van 
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Dieman'^  Land,  unless  it  shall  have  previously 
touched  at .  Port  Jackson.  By  this  restriction 
all  mercantile  enterprise  is  at  once  put  an  end 
to  in  the  dependent  settlements ;  and  supplies, 
absolutely  essential  to  the  support  of  its  inha- 
bitants, may  in  their  greatest  necessity  be 
delayed  to  them.  The  impolicy  and  injustice 
of  this  regulation  are  so  apparent,  that  your 
committee  trust  it  will  not  long  remain  in 
existence. 

The  greatest  difficulties  to  which  the  govern- 
ment has  been  subject,  have  arisen  in  its 
attempts  to  regulate  the  supply  of  spirituous 
liquors.  Their  importation  used  to  be  limited 
by  licences  granted  by  the  governor :  on  the 
arrival  of  a  cargo,  he  fixed  the  price  at  which 
it  Was  to  be  sold,  and  distributed  it  at  this 
price,  which  was  generally  very  low,  to  the 
persons  highest  in  authority  in  the  settlement 
The  liquors  were  afterwards  paid  away  by 
thein  as  wages  to  their  labourers,  or  retailed  at 
a  very  advanced  rate  to  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  wished  to  become  purchasers ;  and  the 
eagerness  for  spirituous  liquors  has  been  so. 
gr^at  in  the  colony,  that  the  gains  made  in  this 
traffic  have  been  enormous.  The  temjptations 
too  to  smuggling  and  illicit  distillation  are  so 
great,  and  their  facilities  in  that  thinly  inha- 
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bited  country  so  numerous,  that  all  attempts  to 
check  a  clandestine  supply  have  proved  in  yain ; 
and  the  qualities  of  the  liquor  thus  obtained, 
are  generally  infinitely  worse  and  more  un- 
wholesome than  of  that  which  is  legally  im- 
ported. Governor  Macquarie  states,  in  his 
dispatch,  dated  April  .30, 1810,  that  the  various 
measures  that  have  been  hitherto  taken  to 
check  the  importation  and  regulate  the  sale  of 
spirits  have  invariably  failed ;  and  as  it  is  im- 
possible totally  to  suppress  the  use  of  them,  a 
certain  quantity  being  essentially  necessary  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  it  ap- 
pears to  him  that  it  would  be  good  and  sound 
pdicy  to  sanction  the  free  importation  of  good 
spiritsi,  under  a  high  duty  of  not  less  than  three 
or  four  shillings  per  gallon.  He  expects,  from 
this  measure,  to  put  an  end  to  all  further 
attempts  at  monopoly^  and  bartering  spirits  for 
com  and  necessaries,  and  to  private  stills, 
which,  in  defiance  of  every  precaution,  are  jstill 
very  numerous  in  the  colony;  and  he  is  per- 
suaded that  this  measure,  instead  of  promotiipg 
drunkenness  and  idleness,  will  tend  rather  to 
lessen  both.  Go vemorMacquarie's  suggestion 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  government 
of  this  country,  and  orders  were,  sent  out  to 
permit  tiie  free  importation  of  spirits,  under  a 
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duty  of  not  less  than  foxir  shillings  per  gallon. 
Upon  this  subject  your  committee  entirely  agree 
with  Governor  Macquarie  in  opinion,  that  a 
less  limited  supply  of  spirituous  liquors  will 
not  give  that  encouragement'  to  idleness  and 
dWety  which,  at  the  first  view  of  the  subject, 
naturally  presents  itself  as  an  objection  to  the 
extended  importation :  it  has  been  stated  before 
them  repeatedly  ift  evidence,  that  the  scarcity 
of  spirits  has  had  no  further  effect  than  to 
stimulate  the  avidity  with  which  they  were 
sought;  and  that 'in  times  when  the  supply  has 
been  most  regular  and  abundant,  drunkenness 
has  been  the  least  prevalent.  But  they  are  of 
Opiniofi,  that  an  unlimited  supply  of  spirits  may 
be  furnished  to  the  colony  in  a  manner  much 
more  conducive  to  its  interests  than  by  per- 
mitting a  free  importation.  The  want  of  an 
extended  corn-market,  where  the  prices  are 
regulated  by  a  fair  and  liberal  competition,  is 
much  felt  in  the  colony.  Of  10,454  inhabitants, 
4,277  are  wholly,  or  in  great  part,  victuaDed 
flrom  the  public  store ;  and  three-fifths  of  the 
com  brought  to  market  are  purchased  by  the 
governor,  at  a  price,  over  which,  from  the 
largeness  of  his  demand,  he  has  always  a  power 
of  control,  and  which  many  governors  have 
taken  upon  themselves  absolutely  to  Hmit,  so  a^ 
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scarcely  to  afford  to  the  farm€!rs  a  Ikir  profit  fot» 
their  produce  ;  and  in  the  distant  parts  of  the 
settlement^  they  have  been  known  to  feed  thei* 
pigs  with  the  com  for  which  they  conld  not 
obtain  a  sufficient  price.  From  the  occasional 
OTerflowingof  theHawkesbury>and  consequent 
scarcities,  a  larger  cultivation  of  com  than  is 
necessary  for  the  mere  annual  subsistence  of 
the  colony,  is  extremely  desirable :  and  your 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  an  enlarged 
market,  great  encouragement  to  agriculture, 
and  a  free  supply  of  spirits,  may  be  aflbrded  U> 
the  colony,  without  losing  the  revenue  which 
would  be  produced  by  the  duties  on  impor- 
tation, if  distillation  within  the  colony,  were 
permitted  under  proper  duties  and  regulations; 
and  they  confidently  suggest,  that  this  is  a 
measure  which  ought  to  be  substituted  for  thAt 
proposed  by  Govemor  Macquarie;  it  would 
extend  agricultural  speculation,-^it  would  be 
ft  resource  in  times  of  scarcity,  and,  wilh 
proper  attention,  would  afford  a  better  spirit 
than  has  been  hitherto  imported  -  for  the  iifl* 
portations  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  of 
Bengal  and  American  rum.  But  your  com* 
mittee  must  at  the  same  time  regret,  that  an 
iinipediment  has  arisen  to  the  immediate  alfa»«» 
atirai  of  the  presrent  system,  from  a  Qontmct 
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entered;  iijto  by  Governor  Macquarie,  under 
which  certain  merchants  have  agreed  to  build 
an  hospital  for  the  settlement,  on  being  allowed, 
during  the  ensuing  three  years,  exclusively  to 
purchase  spirits  at  the  government  price,  im) 
other  spirits  being  permitted,  within  that  time, 
to  be  imported  into  the  colony  by  private 
individuals. 

The  courts  of  judicature  are  instituted  by 
commission ;  the  civil  court  is  called  the  ccmrt 
of  civil  jurisdiction,  and  consists  of  the  juclge- 
adyocq,te,  and  two  respectable  inhabitants^  of 
the.  colony,  to  be  from  time  to  time  a^ppointed 
by  the  governor ;  and  they  have  full  power  to 
hear  ?uid  determine,  in  a  summary  way,  "  idl 
^'  manner  of  personal  pleas  whatsoever:*'  they 
have  also  full  powier  to  grant  probates  of  .wilte, 
and  administration  of  the  personal  estates  of 
intestates  dying  within  the  settlement;  and  if 
either  party  find  him,  her,  or  themselves 
aggrieved, by  any  judgment  or  decree  given  or 
pronounced  by  the  said  court,  he,  shey  or  they 
shall  and  may  appeal  to  the  governor,  or  in 
case/of  his  absence  or  death,  to  the  lieutenaat- 
governor  ;^  and  if  any  party  shall  find.him^  ha*, 
or,  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  ot 
determination  of  thQ  said  governor,  in  any  case 
wb^re  the d@fot  or ,tMng indemand shallen^csded 
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die  value  of  3002.  such  party  so  aggrieved  may 
appeal  to  the  King  in  council!  An  allowance^ 
to  he  fixed  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  is  to 
be  made  by  all  complainants,  at  whose  suit  any 
person  shall  be  imprisoned,  to  such  defendanta, 
provided  such  defendant  make  oath  that  hie  has 
Ao  estate  or  effect  sufficient  to  maintain  himself. 
It  is  in  evidence  that  this  allowance  has  been 
feed  at  6d.  per  day,  which  is  not  more  in  value 
than  4d.  in  this  country.  It  appears  also,  that 
no  convict  can,  during  the  time  of  his  servitude, 
^«ue  or  be  sued  in  these  courts,  or  suffer  im- 
prisonment for  any  debt  incurred  by  him.  By 
the  same  commission,  a  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction is  established  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Act  27  Geo.  Ill*  c.  2.  It  is  a  court  of  record, 
with  all  such  powers  as  are  incident  to  courts 
of  record  in  England ;  it  consists  of  the  judge- 
advocate  and  six  officers  of  the  sea  and  land 
service,  to  be  convened  from  time  to  time  by 
precept,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
governor,  with  power  (having  taken  the  oaths 
directed  in  the  commission)  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  crimes  committed  within  the  settle- 
ment, and  to  cause  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
according  to  the  laws  of  England,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  considering  and  allowing  for  the  cir- 
cumstances and  situation   of  th^  place  and 
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settlement  aforesaid^  and  the  inhabitants 
thepeof.  The  verdict  to  be  by  the  opimon  of 
the  major  part  of  the  court ;  if  the  offence  be 
capital,  the  court  may  pronounce  judgment  of 
death,  or  of  any  punishment  not  amounting  to 
death,  which  to  the  court  shall  seem  meet 
But  unless  five  of  the  persons  sitting  in  the 
court,  shall  concur  in  the  verdict,  execution  of 
any  judgment  of  death  shall  not  be  had  or  dwe 
until  the  proceedings  shall  have  been  tr^m- 
mitted  to  this  country,  and  the  pleasure  of  the 
King  had  thereon ;  and  in  no  capital  case  is 
the  sentence  to  be  executed  without  the  consent 
of  the  governor,  who  has  power  to.  suspend 
such  execution  until  he  have  the  directicHi  of 
His  Majesty.  Your  committee  have  to  observe, 
that  all  the  evidence  examined  on  the  Subject, 
unequivocally  condemns  the  manner  in  which 
the  criminal  courts  are  thus  established.  Go- 
vernor Bligh  having  stated  that  they  consisA^ 
principally  of  military  officers,  proceeds — "  It 
^^  did  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants, 
^^  — ^they  were  particularly  desirous « that  the^ 
"  might  not  be  so  much  in  the  jpower  of  the 
^'  military,  but  might  have  some  kind  of  jus- 
^^  tice  that  might  bring  them  nearer  to  their 
"  brethren  in  Great  Britain."  He  also  ^aJbss 
that  therjB  were  settlers  sufficient  in  character 
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and  numbers  to  furnish  juries ;  and  thinks  their 
decisions  would  have  been  fairer  than  those 
that  took  place  without  them.  Similar  to  his, 
are  the  opinions  of  Governor  Hunter,  Mr, 
Palmer,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  and  upon  their 
evidence  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  manner  of  administering  criminal  justice 
may  be  altered  with  great  advantage  to  the 
colony.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  its  inha- 
bitants should  view,  otherwise  than  with  jea- 
lousy and  discontent,  a  system  which  resembles 
rather  a  court  martial  than  the  mode  of  trial 
the  advantages  of  which  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  and  to  enjoy.in  their  own  country. 
However  necessary  it  may  have  been,  at  the 
first  foundation  of  the  settlement,  thus  to  con- 
stitute the  courts,  as  well  from  the  default  of 
other  members  as  from  the  refractory  habits  of 
the  persons  then  composing  the  colony;  that 
necessity  has  now  ceased  to  exist;  a  numerous 
class  of  respectable  persons  is  now  formed 
within  the  settlement,  amply  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  establishment  of  that  trial  by  jury,  for 
which  they  are  anxiously  wishing.  But  upon 
this  subject  your  committee  particularly  refer 
to  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Bent,  the  judge-advocate, 
whose  views  have  met  with  the  approbation  of 
Governor  Macquarie ;  in  which  tlie  inconve- 
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niences  of  the  present  system  are  most  ably 
and  clearly  detailed,  and  such  regulations  are 
suggested,  as  appear  to  your  ccnnmittee  to  be 
most  worthy  the  attention  and  consideration  of 
the  government.  It  is  stated  in  the  evidence, 
that  the  natives  of  the  country  find  the  same 
protection  in  these  courts  of  justice  with  the 
subjects  of  the  King.  Yet  your  committee 
have  observed  with  surprise,  in  a  report  of  the 
prisoners  tried  before  the  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  in  March  1810,  that  a  person 
charged  with  shooting  at  and  wounding  a 
native,  was  tried  simply  for  an  assault,  whikd; 
another  who  had  committed  a  similar  ofience 
against  an  European,  was  tried  on  the  same 
day  for  his  life.  It  appears  proper  to  your 
committee  here  to  remark,  that  great  inconve- 
nienced are  felt  in  the  colonies  in  Van  Dieman's 
Land,  from  the  want  of  a  court  of  justice. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  is  all  that 
the  inhabitants  have  to  look  to  for  their  pro- 
tection against  offenders ;  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  civil  differences,  they  have  no  power 
within  the  colony  of  appealing  to  the  law;  all 
causes  and  great  offences  are  removed  for  trial 
tQ  Port  Jackson,  at  an  inconvenience  and 
expense  too  manifest  to  need  any  remark ;  a 
judge-advoqate  is  already  appointed,  and  the 
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additional  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the  cohl- 
plete  formation  of  a  court,  adapted  to  thie  male 
population  of  that  colony,  would  not  be  great. 
The  commission  and.  instructions  under  which 
the  governor  acts,  are  given  at  length  in  the 
appendix.  He  is  made  governor  and  captain- 
general,  with  the  most  enlarged  powers,  uncon- 
trolled by  any  council,  with  authority  to  par- 
don all  offences  (treason  and  murder  excepted), 
to  impose  duties,  to  grant  lands,  and  to  issue 
colonial  regulations.  It  is  in  evidence  fi'om 
Gx)vemor  Bligh,  that  to  the  breach  of  some  of 
these  reg\ilations,  issued  at  the  sole  will  of  the 
governor,  a  punishment  of  five  hundred  lashes 
is  annexed,  and  to  others  a  fine  of  lOOL  The 
manner  in  which  these  extensive  powers  have 
been  used,  has  not  always  been  such  as  to 
give  satisfaction  to  the  colony ;  nor  can  it  be 
expected,  where  so  much  authority  and  re- 
sponsibility are  thrown  into  the  hands  of  one 
man,  that  his  will  however  just,  and  his  admi- 
nistration however  wise,  will  not  at  times  create 
opposition  and  discontent  amongst  men  unused, 
in  their  own  country,  to  see  so  great  a  mono- 
poly of  pow6r.  Under  this  impression,  your 
committee  think  it  right  to  recommend,  that  a 
council  be  given  to  the  governor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sharing  with  him  in  the  responsibility 
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of  the  measures  which  they  may  think  neoe&> 
sary  for  the  security  or  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
It  may  perhaps  be  doubted  how  far  it  will  be 
wise  to  limit  the  authority  of  the  governor  over 
a  colony  in  which,  jnore  than  any  other,  the 
government  ought  to  be  strong  and  unfettered; 
but  the  views  of  your  committee  would  to  some 
degree  be  obtained,  even  though  the  council 
appointed  had  no  other  power  than  that  of 
protesting  against  any  measures  of  the  governor 
of  which  they  might  disapprove ;  and  of  trans^ 
mitting  their  protests  to  the  secretary  of  state. 
The  acquiescence  of  the  council  would  give 
popularity  to  the  measures  of  which  it  approved^ 
and  its  expressed  disapprobation  might  have 
the  effect  of  checking  such  as  were  evidently 
inexpedient. 

The  governor  has  the  power  of  making 
grants  of  land ;  and  your  committee  have  heard 
with  surprise,  that  this  power  has,  in  one 
instance  at  least,  been  used  in  a  manner,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  liable  to  much  observation.  It 
has  been  stated  in  evidence,  that  a  grant  oi 
land  to  the  amount  of  1000  acres,  was  made 
by  a  governor,  to.  the  person  appointed  to 
succeed  him,  who,  immediately  on  assuming 
the  government,  made  a  similar  grant  to  his 
predecessor.    Upon  this  your  committee  must 
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suggest,  that  no  governor  ought  oh  hU  own 
account  to  enter  into  farming  speculations; 
his  salary  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  support  him ; 
he  ought  never  to  look  to  other  and  indirect 
means  of  enriching  hiinself. 

For  many  years  the  governor  was  restrained 
from  granting  longer  leases  vidthin  the  town  of 
Sydney,  than  for  the  period  of  fourteen  years. 
This  impolitic  regulation,  which  caused  much 
discontent,  and  materially  checked  all  enter- 
prise in  building,  has  lately  been  rescinded. 
Many  settlers  have  been  sent  out  from  this 
country  by  government,  to  whom  grants  of 
land,  sometimes  to  a  large  amount,  have  been 
made;  and  in  many  instances  their  want  of 
capital,  of  character,  and  agricultural  know- 
ledge, have  exposed  them  to  difficulties  on 
their  arrival,  and  excited  complaints  against 
them  for  misconduct.  Your  committee  are 
^ad  to  learn  that  greater  precautions  are  now 
taken  in  the  selection  of  these  persons  than 
appears  formerly  to  have  been  the  case.  None 
are  allowed  to  go  out  as  free  settlers,  unless 
they  can  prove  themselves  to  be  possessed  of 
sufficient  property  to  establish  themselves  there 
without  the  assistance  of  government,  and  who 
can  produce  the  most  satisfactory  testimonials 
and  recommendations  from  persons  of  known 
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respectability ;  the  person  allowed  to  go,  is 
then  recommended  to  the  governor^  to  whose 
discretion  it  is  left  to  make  what  grant  of  land 
he  may  think  expedient.  The  form  of  the 
answer  which  is  given  to  all  applicants^  and 
one  of  the  letters  of  recommendation,  upon  the 
model  of  which  they  are  generally  drawn,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  appendix.  Your  committee 
wish,  however,  to  suggest  that  it  ought  to  be 
made  a  principle,  in  selecting  these  persois,  to 
give  the  preference  to  those  who  have  been 
previously  accustomed  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Though  the  religious  feeling  in  the  colony 
appears  to  have  been  weak,  latterly  the  erection 
of  places  of  worship,  and  the  establishment  of 
clergymen,  have  not  been  neglected.  Churches 
have  been  built  at  Sydney  and  Paramatta,  and 
in  Hawkesbury  the  service  was  performed  in 
houses  appropriated  to  that  purpose;,  and  to 
each  of  these  districts  clergymen  have  been 
appointed,  with  a  sufficient  provision  from 
government.  In  Governor  Hunter's  time,  the 
attendance  of  the  convicts  was  enforced  at 
church.  This  compulsion  appears  to  have 
been  neglected  during  the  government  of 
Admiral  Bligh ;  though  during  the  hours  of 
divine  service  all  loitering  was  forbidden  in  the 
town  of  Sydney.    No  restraint  is  imposed  on 
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those  professing  a  difierent  religion^  and  Roman 
Catholic  clergymen  have  been  allowed  to  per- 
forin the  rites  of  their  church ;  registers  of 
baptisms^  marriages,  and  burials,  are  regularly 
kqit,  and  many  schools  have  been  established. 
The  Orphan  Female  School,  supported  by  port 
dixies  and  fines,  has  flourished  almost  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  colony,  and  a  Male 
Orphan  School,  on.  a  similar  plan,  has  lately 
been  established ;  several  private  schools  are 
also  open,  and  the  education  of  youth  appears 
by  no  means  to  be  neglected,  though  the  want 
of  proper  masters  has  been  much  felt  at  different 
periods. 

Your  committee  have  been  thus  particular 
in  detailing  the  regulations,  and  the  natural 
and  commercial  advantages  of  the  settlement, 
because  they  strongly  feel  that  its  improvement 
in  wealth,  and  the  means  of  properly  employing 
and  reforming  the  convicts,  are  essential  to  the 
progress  of  each  other;  if  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony  be  checked  by  unwholesome  restrictions, 
the  exertions  and  industry  of  the  convicts 
cannot  be  advantageously  called  into  action 
during  their  servitude,  and  but  little  induce- 
ment will  be  held  out  to  them  to  become  settlers 
after  their  emancipation.    They  will  now  jwpo- 
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ceed  to  detail  the  manner  in  which  the  trans-* 
portation  of  the  convicts  is  conducted,  and 
what  are  their  government  and  treatment 
within  the  colony. 

When  the  hulks  are  full  up  to  their  establish^* 
mentandthe  convicted  offenders  in  the  different 
counties  are  beginning  to  accumulate,  a  vessel 
is  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  a  part 
of  them  to  New  South  Wales.  A  selection  is 
in  the  first  instance  made  of  all  the  male  con- 
victs under  the  age  of  fifty,  who  are  sentenced 
to  transportation  for  life  and  for  fourteen  year&; 
and  the  nupiber  is  filled  up  with  such  from 
amongst  those  sentenced  to  transportation  for 
seven  years,  as  are  the  most  unruly  in  the  hulks, 
or  are  convicted  of  the  miost  atrocioiK  crimes: 
with  respect  to  female  convicts,  it  has  beeil 
customary  to  send,  without  any  exception,  ill 
whose  state  of  health  will  admit  of  it,  aiid 
whose  age  does  not  exceed  forty-five  years. 

The  Irish  convicts  have  generally  been  setil 
with  less  selection  than  those  from  England ; 
and  this  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  hulks,  and 
other  means  of  confining  and  employing  theHi, 
which  are  here  often  substituted  for  traiisM 
portation ;  but  as  this  is  a  subject  now  utt<fei? 
arrangement,  and    occupying    mttch  of  th^ 
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attention  of  the  Irish  government,  your  com- 
mittee forbear  making  any  observations  upon^ 
it   . 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  M'Leq.y  distinctly  and 
satisfactorily  explains  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  transported.  An  order  is  received 
from  the  treasury  at  the  Transport  Office,  to 
take  up  vessels  for  New  South  Wales.  They 
are  advertised  for,  and  the  lowest  tender 
accepted.  Clothing  and  provisions  for  the 
support  of  the  convicts  during  the  voyage,  and 
nine  months  afterwards,  are  sent  from  the 
Victualling  Office,  and  medicines  are  iurnished 
from  Apothecaries  Hall.  An  account  of  the 
stores  allowed  for  one  hundred  male  or  female 
convicts,  is  to  be  found  in  the  appendix.  The 
owner  of  the  vessel  provides  a  surgeon,  wha 
undergoes  an  examination  at  Surgeon's  Hall 
and  the  Transport  Office.  He  is  instructed  to 
keep  a  diary  not  only  of  the  illness  on  board 
but  of  the  number  of  convicts  admitted  or 
deck ;  of  the  scraping  the  decks,  cleaning  the 
births,  and  general  treatment  of  the  transports. 
The  sick  are  to  be  visited  twice  a  day,  the 
healthy  once.  He  is  ordered  to  take  the 
greatest  precaution  against  infection,  and  to 
fumigate  the  clothes  of  those  takea  to  the  hos* 
pital.    He  has  not  only  power  to  use  medicines^ 
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but  also  the  stores^  if  any  sick  be  in  want  of 
greater  nourishment.  He  is  further  instructed 
to  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  state^  any  obser- 
vations which  may  occur  to  him  productive  of 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  he 
is  paid  a  gratuity  of  lOs.  6d.  for  every  convict 
lianded  in  New  South  Wales.  The  instructimis 
to  the  master  are  equally  satisfactory.  He  is 
to  be  particularly  cautious  to' receive  no  diseased 
person  on  board  during  the  voyage ;  a  pro- 
portion of  the  prisoners  is  daily  to  be  admitted 
upon  deck,  and  the  births  of  all  cleaned  and 
aire  J;  and  these  things  are  to  be  noted  in  the 
log-book,  which  is  afterwards  submitted  to  the 
governor  of  New  South  Wales;  and  if  the 
conduct  of  the  master  appears  to  have  been 
satisfactory,  he  receives  a  gratuity  of  50L  If 
the  contrary  should  turn  out  to  be  the  case,  a 
power  of  mulcting  him  is  given  by  the  contract 
and  he  becomes  liable  to  a  prosecution.  Th* 
ration  of  provision  is  fixed,  and  appears  to  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  men ; 
about  two  hundred  men  or  women  are  generally 
embarked  on  bbard  one  ship,  with  a  guard  of 
thirty  men  and  an  officer.  Such  are  the  pre- 
sent regulations  for  the  voyage;  and  however 
bad  the  treatment  of  the  convicts  on  board  the 
vessels  may  formerly  have  been,  the  present 
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system  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  unob-> 
jectioiiable«  The  witnesses  speak  of  it  in  terms 
of  high  commendation,  particularly  two  of 
those  who  have  been  sent  out  as  convicts. 
Governor  Macquarie,  in  his  last  dispatches, 
mentions  the  good  treatment  of  the  prisoriers 
on  board  the  two  transports  last  sent  out ;  and 
a  still  stronger  proof  of  the  improvement  in  the 
mode  of  conveyance  is,  that  from  the  year 
1795  to  1801,  of  3,833  convicts  embarked, 
385  died  on  board  the  transports,  being  nearly 
a  in  10;  but  since  1801,  of  2,398  embarked, 
52  only  have  died  on  the  passage,  beipg  1  in 
46.  The  only  further  observation  your  com* 
mittee  have  to  make  on  this  part  of  the  subject 
is,  one  of  regret  that  no  arrangement  whatever 
is  made  for  the  performance  of  divine  service 
during  this  six  months  voyage;  that  this, 
which  is  the  heaviest  part  of  their  punishment 
is  also  the  least  likely  to  produce  refformalion. 
With  the  dispatches  from  government  a  list  of 
the  convicts  is  generally  sent,  but  this  list  has 
for  the  most  part  been  very  deficient  in  par- 
ticularising the  offences  of  which  they  have? 
been  convicted ;  and  in  distributing  them  upon 
their  arrival,  the  governor  has  no  clue  to  guide 
him  in  giving  to  them  more  or  less  advan- 
tagcQus  situations,  according  to  the. nature  of 
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their  crimes  and  characters:  this  is  a  neglect 
easy  and  at  the  same  time  most  necessary  to 
be  corrected.  Upon  the  arrival  of  a  transport, 
general  orders  are  issued  for  returns  of  the 
number  of  men  wanted,  with  the  land  held  in 
cultivation  by  each  settler.  The  trade,  age, 
character,  and  capacity  of  the  convicts  are,  as 
far  as  possible,  investigated ;  the  artificers  are 
in  general  reserved  for  the  service  of  govern- 
ment, and  as  many  of  the  others  as  may  be 
wanted.  Persons  who  have  been  in  a  higher 
situation  in  life,  have  tickets  of  leave  given  to 
them,  by  which  they  have  liberty  to  provide 
for  themselves,  and  are  exempt  from  all  com- 
pulsory labour ;  similar  tickets  are  given  to 
men  unused  to  active  employment,  as  gold- 
smiths and  others;  the  remainder  are  distributed 
amongst  the  settlers  as  servants  and  labourers. 
The  convicts  in  the  service  of  government,  are 
divided  into  gangSy — every  gang  has  an  over- 
seer, and  every  two  or  three  gangs  a  super- 
intendant;  these  are  frequently  chosen  froni 
amongst  those  convicts  who  best  conduct  them* 
selves.  They  Work  from  six  in  the  morning 
till  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  remainder 
of  tlie  day  is  allowed  to  them,  to  be  spent  either 
in  amusement  or  profitable  labour  for  them* 
selves.    They  are  clc^hed,  fed,  and  for  th« 
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Baost  part  lodged  by  government ;  aiid  though 
in  the  early  periods  of  the  colony,  inconve* 
nience  and  distress  may  have  arisen  from  the 
irr^ularity  of  supply  from  this  country,  latterly 
the  food  and  clothing  have  been  good,  and, 
generally  speaking,  in  sufficient  abundance. 
Should  the  convicts  .misconduct  themselves  at 
their  work,  the  superintendants  have  no  power 
of  inflicting  punishm^it,  but  are  for  that  pur- 
pose obliged  to  take  them  before  a  magistrate; 
the  sitting  magistrate  of  the  week  at  Sydney, 
may  order  a  punisment  of  twenty-jive  lashes;  a 
regular  bench,  which  consists,  at  least  of  three, 
may  order  as  many  as  three  hundred ;  and  in 
the  distant  parts  of  the  colony,  a  single  magis- 
trate has  the  same  power  with  the  bench  at 
Sydney;  but  a  heavy  punishment  is  not  executed 
without  the  previous  approbation  of  the  go- 
vernor. Another  mode  of  correction,  and  that 
which  your  committee  would  recpmmend  to  be 
preferred,  in  as  many  cases  as  possible,  is  to 
sentence  the  culprit  to  work  <for  a  certain 
number  of  days  in  the  gaol  gang ;  he  is  h^ra 
obliged  to  labour  at  some  public  work  in  iron^^ 
from  six  in  the  morning  to  six  at  night,  and  mo 
hours  are  allowed  to  him  for  *  profit  or  amuser 
ment.  The  convicts  distributed  amongst  the 
settlens,  9re  clothed,  supported,  and  lodg^  by 
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them;  they  work  either  by  the  task  or  for  the 
same  number  of  hours  as  the  govermnent  con- 
victs; and  when  their  set  labour  is  finished^ 
are  allowed  to  work  on  their  own  account 
The  master  has  no  power  over  them  of  corporal 
punishment^  and  this  can  only  be  inflicted  by 
the  interference  of  a  magistrate ;  even  if  the 
master  be  a  magistrate  himself,  he  can  order 
no  punishment  to  his  own  servant^  but  must 
have  recourse  to  another  magistrate.  If  the 
servant  feels  himself  ill  used  by  his  master^  he 
has  power  of  complaining  to  a  magistrate^  who 
will,  if  the  complaint  be  well  founded,  deprive 
the  master  of  his  servant  It  is  so  much  the 
interest  of  the  settlers  to  keep  their  servants  in 
good  health,  and  to  attend  to  their  conduct, 
that  your  committee  have  heard  no  evidence 
but  in  commendation  of  their  treatment,  and 
of  its  effects  upon  their  morals  and  comfort 
Indeed  it  is  most  manifest  that  where  two  or 
three  convicts  are  domiciled  in  a  family,  re- 
mpyed  from  their  former  companions,  and 
forced  into  habits  of  industry  and  regularity, 
the  chance  of  reformation  must  be  infinitely 
greater  than  when  they  are  worked  in  gangs, 
living  with  each  other  amidst  all  the  induce- 
ments to  vice  which  such  a  town  as  Sydney 
must  afford  to  them ;    tind  such  b^  ail  the 
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evidence  appears  to  be  the  effect  of  this  system 
of  distributing  them  amongst  the  settlers.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  lost  sight  of,  that  in  the  service  of 
settlers  they  are  likely  to  acquire  some  know- 
ledge of  farming ;  and  that  if  from  convicts, 
they  become  well-behaved  and  industrious 
!5ervants,  a  farther  possibility  is  opened  to  them 
of  becoming  prosperous  and  respectable  settlers. 
On  these  grounds  your  committee  recommend 
as  nrnch  as  possible  their  distribution  as  ser- 
vants iand  labourers  to  individuals ;  and  they 
have  observed  with  much  satisfaction,  that 
such  appears  to  be  the  system  pursued  at  pre- 
sent by  Governor  Macquarie ;  nor  will  such 
an  arrangement  materially  increase  the  expense 
to  government,  or  impede  the  progress  of  its 
works.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Commissary  Palmer,  that  the  expense  of 
each  convict  in  the  service  of  government  was 
about  40/.  a  year,  and  that  a  free  labourer  at 
Sydney  could  be  hired  for  70L  but  that  he 
would  do  nearly  twice  as  much  work.  Mr. 
Campbell  states  the  annual  expense  of  a  convict 
at  30/.  but  in  the  other  point  he  agrees  with 
Mr.  Palmer.  Some  of  the  benefits  of  this 
system  must  be  lost  where  too  many  convicts 
are.  given  to  one  master,  and  in  some  instances 
forty  have  been  put  under  the  control  of  a 
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single  settler ;  but  from  the  extent  of  some  of 
the  fann$5  such  a  distribution  fippears  to  be 
unavoidable.    In  the  diatribution  of  female 
convicts  great  abuses  have  formerly  prevailed; 
they  were  indiscriminately  given  to  such  of  the 
inhabitants  as  demanded  tliem,  and  were  in 
general  received  rather  as  prostitutes  than  q» 
servants;  and  so  far  from  being  induced  to 
reform  themselves,  the  disgraceful  manner  in 
which  they  were  disposed  of,  operated  as  an 
encouragement  to  general  depravity  of  manners. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Governor  Bligh,  two-lhird$ 
of   the  children    annually  born  within  the 
colony  were    illegitimate.      Marriages  have 
latterly  become  more  frequent,  consequently 
prostitution  is  stated  to  have  been  less  preva* 
lent;  and  Governor  Macquarie  is  directing 
his  endeavours,  under  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment here,  ^^  to  keep  the  female  convicts  sepa- 
"  rate  till  they  can   properly  be  distributed  * 
^[  among  the  inhabitants,  in  such  manner  as 
"  they  may  best  derive  the   advantages  of 
'^  industry  and  good  character.''    He  further 
irtatea  in  his  dii^tch,  dated  April  30,  1810, 
that  the  situation  of  the  colony  requires  tha«t  as 
many  male  convicts  as  possible  should  be  sent 
thither,  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depending 
on  their  numbers;  whilst,  on   the   contrary. 
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female  Convicts  are  as  great  a  drawback  as  the 
oUiers  are  beneficial.  To  this  observation 
your  committee  feel  they  cannot  accede :  they 
are  aware  that  the  women  sent  out  ate  of  the 
most  abandoned  description^  and  that  in  many 
instances  they  are  likely  to  whet  and  to 
encourage  the  vices  of  the  men^  whilst  but  a 
small  proportion  will  make  any  step  towards 
reformation ;  but  yet,  with  all  their  vices,  such 
women  as  these  were  the  mothers  of  a  great 
part  of  the  inhabitants  now  existing  in  the 
cdlony,  and  from  this  stock  only  can  a  reason- 
able hope  be  held  out  of  rapid  increase  to  the 
population ;  upon  which  increase,  here  as  in  all 
infant  colonies,  its  growing  prosperity  in  great 
measure  depends.  Let  it  be  remembered  too, 
how  much  misery  and  Vice  are  likely  to  prevail 
in  a  society  in  which  the  women  bear  no  pro- 
portion to  the  men ;  in  the  colony  at  present, 
the  number  of  men  compared  to  that  of  women, 
ill  as  2  to  I ;  to  this,  in,  great  measure,  the  pre- 
valence of  prostitution  is  reasonably  to  be 
a:ttiibuted  \  but  increase  that  proportion,  and 
the  temptation  to  abandoned  vices  will  also  be 
increased,  aiid  the  hopes  of  establishing  feelings^ 
of  decency  and  morality  amongst  the  lower 
dasseis^  will  be  still  farther  removed. 

The  supply  of  wbiiien  to  4he  colony  must, 
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however,  be  materiially  diminished  by  the  pro- 
posed system  of  employing  convicts  in  Peni-^ 
tentiary  Houses;  and  your  committee  think 
this  an  additional  reason  for  affording  increased 
facilities  to  the  wives  of  male  convicts,  who  may 
wish  to  accompany  or  follow  their  husbands  to 
New  South  Wales,  This  permission  is  now 
seldom  granted,  and  that  only  to  the  vrives  of 
men  transported  for  life  or  for  fourteen  years. 
It  is  however  the  most  eligible  way  of  providing 
the  colony  with  women,  and  one  which  may 
with  very  great  advantage  be  much  extended. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  which  the 
convicts  have  been  sentenced,  their  freedom  is 
at  once  obtained,  and  they  are  at  liberty  either 
to  return  to  this  country,  or  to  settle  in  New 
South  Wales ;  should  the  latter  be  their  choice, 
a  grant  is  made  to  the  unmarried,  of  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  to  the  married,  of  something 
more  for  the  wife  and  each  child :  tools  and 
stock  (which  they  are  not  allowed  to  alienate), 
are  also  given  to  them,  and  for  eighteen 
months  they  are  victualled  from  the  govern- 
ment stores.  In  this  manner,  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  establishing  themselves  in  inde- 
pendence, and  by  proper  conduct  to  regain  a 
repectable  place  in  society ;  and  such  instances, 
your  comipdittee  are  glad  to  learn,  are  not  vm- 
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frequent.  They  also  see  with  satisfaction^  that 
Governor  Macquarie  adopts  it  as  a  principle, 
^^  that  long-tried  good  conduct  should  lead  a 
^^  man  back  to  that  rank  in  society  which  he 
^^  had  forfeited,  and.  do  away,  in  as  far'as  the 
^^  case  will  admit,  all  retrospect  of  former  bad 
^*  conduct;''  This  appears  to  him  to  be  the 
greatest  "  inducement  that  can  be  held  out 
^*  towards  the  reformation  of  the  manners  of 
",the  inhabitants."  In  these  principles  your 
committee  cordially  concur,  and  are  the  more 
anxious  to  express  their  opinion,  as,  under  a 
former  governor,  transports,  whatever  their 
conduct  might  be,  were  in  no  instance  permitted 
to  hold  places  of  trust  and  confidence,  or  even 
to  come  to  the  Government  House ;  those 
advantages  being,  in  his  opinion,  not  to  be 
expected  until  after  generations. 

The  same  advantages  as  are  allowed  to  con- 
victs, having  served  their  time,  are  given  to 
those  who  have  been  pardoned  or  emancipated 
by  the  governor ;  and  your  committee  do  not 
wish  to  dismiss  the  subject,  without  making 
some  observations  upon  the  power  possessed  by 
him  of  granting  to  convicts  either  the  entire  or 
partial  remission  of  their  sentence,  or  tickets  of 
leave,  by  which  they  are  altogether  relieved 
from  its  severity.     They  do  not  see  any  neces- 
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sity  for  the  governor's  possessing  a  power  to 
grant  these  absolute  or  conditional  pardons;  it 
is  a  power  liable  to  great  abuse^  and  which 
appears  to  have  been  at  times  yery  much 
abused.     It  is  in  evidence,  that  in  some  years 
one  hundred    and  fifty  pardons   have  been 
granted ;  that  pardons  have  been  Ranted  t^ 
convicts  immediately  upon  their  arrival^  withoi^t 
reference  to  their  characters  or  merits ;  and  it 
appears  rather  to  have  at  times  been  made  a& 
instrument  to  gain  popularity^  than  the^ means 
df  rewarding  exemplary  conduct  by  a  well- 
deserved  extension  of  His  Majesty's  mercy. 
Your  committee  therefore  suggest,  that  no 
pardon  whatever,  real  or  conditional,  be  granted 
but  through  the  secretary  of  state.     This  may 
create  a  delay  perhaps  of  a  year,  in  obtainipg 
the  pardon  of  any  convict,  but  that  inconve- 
nience will  not  be  great,  for  by  granting  t6  him 
a  ticket  of  leave,  the  convict  will  in  the  mean 
time  be  entirely  relieved  from  the  pressure  qf 
his  sentence.     Upon  the  subject  of  ticki^  of 
leave,  your  committee  feel  that  the  power  of 
granting  them  ought  to  remain  in  full  force 
with  the  governor ;  but  it  is  a  poW:er  which 
they  would  wish  to  see  sparingly  and  cautioudy 
made  use  of;  and  with  this  view,  they  recom- 
mend that  an  annual  return  be  made  to  tbfi 
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secretary  of  state's  office^  of  the  number  of 
tickets  of  leave  issued  in  the  year,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  upon  which  each  was 
granted. 

No  difficulty  appears  to  exist  amongst  the 
major  part  of  the  men  who  do  not  wish  to 
r^tnain  in  the  colony ,  of  finding  means  to  return 
to  this  country.  All  but  the  aged  and  infirm 
easily  find  employment  on  board  the  ships 
visiting  New  South  Wales,  and  are  allowed  to 
work  their  passage  home ;  but  such  facility  is 
not  aflbrded  to  the  women :  they  have  no  pos- 
sible method  of  leaving  the  colony  but  by 
prostituting  themselves  on  board  the  ships 
whose  masters  may  choose  to  receive  them. 
They  who  are  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  that 
Uieir  former  habits  may  be  relinquished,  cannot 
obtain  a  return  to  this  country,  but  by  relapsing 
into  that  mode  of  life,  which  with  many  has 
been  the  first  cause  of  all  their  crimes  and 
misfortunes.  Tq  those  who  shrink  from  these 
means,  or  are  unable  ev&ci  thus  to  obtain  a 
passage  for  themselves,  transportation  for  seven 
years  is  converted  into  a  banishment  for  life, 
and  the  just  and  humane  provisions  of  the  law, 
by  which  different  periods  of  transportation  are 
apportioned  to  different  degrees  of  crime,  are 
rendered  entirely  null :   To  see  this  defect  in 
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the  punishment  remedied,  is  the  anxious  wish 
of  your  committee ;  and  they  trust  that  means 
may  be  devised  to  facilitate  the  return  of  sueb 
women  as  have  passed  their  time  of  servitude, 
and  are  unwilling  to  remain  in  the  colony, 
either  by  affording  them  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money,  or  by  some  stipulation  in  their  favour 
with  the  masters  of  vessels  touching  at  the 
settlement. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  accounts  laid  before 
your  committee,  that  the  expenses  of  the'^colony 
are  considerable.     The  bills  drawn  in  the  year 
1810,  amounted  to    72,600/.   being  a  great 
increase  upon  any  preceding  year,  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1811  promised  to  be 
still  greater;   in  addition  to  these,  a  great 
annual  expenditure  is  incurred  in  the  trans- 
mission of  stores  and  merchandize,  and  in  4he 
freight  of  transports.     Your  committee  trust 
that  when  the  buildings  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  public  service  shall  be  completed,  as 
the  commerce  of  the  colony  shall  prosper,  the 
duties  become   more  productive,    and,    from 
agricultural  improvement,  the  supply  of  stores 
to  its  present  amount  shall  be  discontinued, 
that  this  expense  will  be  materially  diminished; 
and  it  is  their  opinion,  that  it  might  even  now 
be  considerably  reduced  by  the  removal  of  part 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1812.]  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  425 

of  the  military  force  in  the  colony,  which 
appears  to  them  to  be  unnecessarily  large. 
The  whole  population  does  not  amount  to 
11,000,  and  of  these,  1,100  are  soldiers. 

Such  is  the  view  taken  by  your  committee 
of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales ;  and  it  is, 
in  their  Opinion,  in  a  train  entirely  to  answer 
the  ends  proposed  b\jjrits  establishment.  It 
appears  latterly  to  have  attracted  a  greater 
share  of  the  attention  of  government  than  it 
did  for  many  years  after  its  foundation ;  and 
when  the  several  beneficial  orders  lately  sent 
out  from  this  country,  and  the  liberal  views  of 
the  present  governor,  shall  have  had  time  to 
operate,  the  best  effects  are  to  be  expected. 
The  permission  of  distillation  within  the 
colony,  and  the  reform  of  the  courts  of  justice, 
are  two  measures  which  your  committee,  above 
all  others,  recommend  as  most  necessary  to 
stimulate  agricultural  industry,  and  to  give  the 
inhabitants  that  confidence  and  legal  security . 
which  can  alone  render  them  contented  with 
the  government  under  which  they  are  placed. 

July  10,  1812. 
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CHAPTER  XXXL 

New  Regvlations. — Courts. 

The  attention  of  His  Majesty's  ministers^  was 
at  this  time  directed  to  the  completion  of  several 
important  reforms,  particularly  some  which 
had  been  pointed  out  by  the  Committee;  such 
as  that  of  the  maximum  which  had  at  various 
times  been  enforced  in  the  prices  of  grain^ 
meat  and  merchandize,  the  traffic  in  spirituous 
liquors  by  civil  and  military  officers,  the  com* 
mercial  regulation  by  which  every  vessel  was 
compelled  to  touch  at  Port  Jackson,  previous 
to  the  discharging  any  part  of  its  cargo  in  Van 
pieman's  Land,  with  several  others.  GresU 
alterations  were  also  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  Courts.  On  this  topic,  the  plans  of  govern- 
ment will  be  found  best  explained  in  the  fol- 
lowing extracts,-  from  Earl  Bathurst's  dispatch 
to  Governor  Macquarie,  dated  the  23rd  of 
November,  1812. 

"  In  order  to  obviate  the  embarrassmait 
arising  from  the  number  of  causes,  it  will  be 
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expedient  to  divide  the  labour.  It  is  therefore 
intended  that  there  should  be  established  two 
court3  in  the  settlement;  one,  the  supreme 
court ;  the  other,  the  governor's  court ;  to  be 
constituted  as  hereafter  will  be  stated.*' 

^^  In  the  governor's  court,  the  judge-advocate 
shall  preside.  The  court  shall  be  constituted 
a$  the  civil  court  of  judicature  now  appears  to 
be ;  but  it  is  not  to  take  cognizance  of  any 
suits,  the  amount  of  which  shall  be  above  the 
value  of  50L  From  the  decision  of  this  court 
no  appeal  is  to  be  allowed;  causes  of  this 
description  will,  generally  speaking,  be  more 
satisfactorily  decided  by  a  summary  and  final 
proceeding.  The  judge-advocate  will  be 
called  upon  to  establish  such  regulations  re- 
specting its  proceedings  as  may  to  him  appear 
requisite,  and  they  shall  be  published  as  the 
rules  of  the  court.  It  is  further  intended  that 
a  court  of  the  same  description  shall  be  esta* 
bUshed  at  Van  Dieman's  Land,  to  which  a 
deputy  judge-advocate  will  be  regularly  at- 
tached: this  will  relieve  those  settlements  from 
thp  embarrassments  under  which  they  labour, 
l»y  nojthaving  any  court  of  judicature  established 
within  themselves.  There  must,  however,  be 
tHe  same  limitations  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
actions  which  this  court  is  to  try,  and  all  above 
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that  amount  must  be  brought  before  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature  in  Sydney." 

^^  This  supreme  court  is  to  consist  of  a  chief 
justice,  and  two  persons  to  be  chosen  by  the 
governor,  in  rotation,  from  among  the  magis- 
trates of  the  territory ;  solicitors  ^are  to  be 
employed  on  either  side,  and  for  that  purpose 
proper  encouragement  will  be  given  to  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  go  out ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  exists,  at  present,  the  same  necessity 
for  advocates.  .  Of  the  solicitors,  one  will 
receive  a  salary  of  300/.  per  annum,  and  fill 
the  situation  of  king's  proctor;  while  the  other 
may  be  appointed  coroner  of  the  territory,  in 
the  manner  recommended  by  Mr.  Bent." 

"  In  actions  where  the  amount  of  the  suit 
exceeds  SOQO/*  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  His 
Majesty  in  Council ;  but  the  appellant,  if  the 
debt.be  due  from  him,  or  he  has  possession  of 
the  property  claimed,  must  first  pay  the  amount 
of  his  debt  into  court,  or  surrender  the  property 
in  question  to  trustees  to  be  named  by  that 
court." 

"  Real  estates,  such  as  lands,  houses,  &c.  in 
the  settlement,  must  be  rendered  liable  to  all 
just  debts  and  demands,  and  to  be  seized  or  let 
by  virtue  of  the  process  in  the  supreme  court, 
in  the  same  manner  as  personal  chattels.  This 
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provision,  however,  should  not  extend  to  debts 
under  50L  which  are  to  fall  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  inferior  court.*' 
.  ^^  In  cases  where  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
shall  not  concur,  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
shall  be  considered  as  binding ;  but  if,  on  any 
consultation,  the  chief  justice  shall  be  in  the 
minority,  if  he  protests  against  the  decision, 
upon  such  protest  being  duly  recorded,  the 
party  may,  in  all  such  cases,  at  once  appeal  to 
the  governor,  who  shall  be  -assisted  by  the 
judge-advocate :  from  his  decision  an  appeal 
will  be  allowed  to  His  Majesty  in  Council,  in 
all  suits  which  exceed  the  value  of  3000/.  sub- 
ject to  the  aforesaid  regulations  with  regard  to 
appeal.  A  clerk  of  the  peace  to  be  appointed 
to  act  agreeably  to  Mr.  Bent's  suggestion,  as  a 
public  notary  and  a  registrar." 

^^  The  supreme  court,  constituted  in  all  re- 
spects as  already  described,  shall  take  cogni- 
zance of  all  criminal  cases  ;  and  shall  act  also 
as  a  court  of  equity." 


Digitized 


by  Google 


430 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 
Natural  Productions. — Diary. 

A  knowledge  of  the  natural  productions  of 
New  South  Wales,  was  by  this  time  much 
enlarged ;  but  not  in  the  degree,  or  with  the 
scientific  accuracy,  that  might  be  wished. 
Those  of  Van  Dieman*s  Land,  both  animal 
and  vegetable,  were  found  in  many  respects  to 
resemble  those  of  the  main  land.  They  were 
in  others,  however,  marked  by  a  characteristic 
difference.  This  was  particularly  exemplified 
in  the  delightful  fragrance  of  the  shrubs  and 
flowers ;  a  quality  in  which  those  about  Sydney 
had  been  observed  to  be  uncommonly  deficient. 
Of  the  animal  creation,  the  kangaroo  \vas 
found  to  be  the  same  in  shape,  but  differing  in 
colour,  being  grey  instead  of  browti.  Abbut 
Port  Dalrymple,  an  animal  was  diiScovered 
which  bore  some  resemblance  to  the  hyena 
both  in  shape  and  fierceness ;  with  a  wide 
mouth,  strong  limbs,  sharp  claws  and  a  striped 
skin.  Agreeably  to  the  general  nature  of  New 
South  Wales  quadrupeds,  this  animal  has  a 
false  belly*     It  may  be  considered  a:^  the  most 
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formidable  of  any  which  New  Holland  has 
been  yet  found  to  produce,  and  is  very  destruc- 
tive ;  though  there  is  no  instance  of  its  attacking 
the  human  species* — ^An  animal  named  a  wom^ 
haJty  about  the  size  of  a  small  turnspit-dog,  and 
with  some  resemblance  to  a  pig,  has  been 
found  in  abundance  in  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
and  also,  though  less  frequently,  in  other  parts 
of  New  South  Wales.      Its  flesh  has  in  taste 
a  resemblance  to  pork. — The  iron  ore  near 
Hobart  Town,  is  of  uncommon  richness.     A 
piece  of  ferruginous  stone  found  by  Mr.  Bass, 
and  resembling  a  bunch  of  grapes  in  form,  had 
the  appearance  of  having  bubbled  out  of  the 
fissure  of  a  rock. — **  But  the  most  prizable 
"  objects,''  says  Mr.  Mann,  *^  which  )iave  been 
"  discovered  in  the  colony,  are  the  valuable 
"  stones,  of  which  the  white,  yellow,  and  large 
*^  brilliant  topazes,  are  considered  of  far  greater 
^*  worth  than  those  which  are  produced  in  any 
"  part  of  the  Brazils ;  since  I  was  informed, 
"  when  at  Rio  Janeiro,  by  a  number  of  gen- 
*^  tlemen  of  the    best  information,  amongst 
"  whom  were  the  Marquis  de  Pombal  and  the 
^*  judge  Consalvadore,  that  none  which  had 
^^  been  found  on  that  coast,  could  bear  a  com- 
^^  parison  with  those  of  New  Holland.*' 
The  animal  productions  of  the   principal 
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settlement  are  in  endless  variety.  A  species  of 
ant*eater  is  found  an  addition  to  the  luxuries  of 
the  table.  Flying  mice  are  seen  in  great  num- 
bers. This  little  animal  seems  to  partake  of 
the  nature  of  the  flying  opossum.  The  koolah 
or  sloth^  is  likewise  an  animal  of  the  opossum 
species,  with  a  false  belly.  This  creature  is 
from  a  foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet  in  length, 
and  takes  refuge  in  a  tree,  where  he  discovers 
his  haunt  by  devouring  all  the  leaves  before  he 
quits  it. — ^The  vegetable  discoveries  are  not 
less  extensive.  A  black  and  white  mottled 
fern-tree,  growing  about  Port  Jackson,  has 
been  found  to  answer  in  a  very  beautiful 
manner,  the  purposes  of  veneering.  A  tree, 
the  berries  and  bark  of  which,  are  powerftiUy 
aromatic,  has  been  discovered  to  the  south- 
ward. A  sort  of  fustic  has  been  found  about 
Newcastle.  The  colony  is  also  found  to  pro- 
duce a  species  of  indigo. 

The  animals  that  have  been  introduced  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  are  thought,  by 
becoming  wild,  to  bid  fair  to  supply  in  time 
the  whole  of  the  immense  island,  or  perhaps  in 
stricter  propriety,  the  vast  continent  of  New 
Holland.  The  wild  .herds,  of  which  we  have 
so  often  spoken,  are  of  a  less  roving  or  active 
nature,  but  the  numbers  of  colts,  fillies^  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


433 


mares  in  foal,  that  have  strayed  from  the  settle- 
ment, besides  goats,  and  many  of  the  deer,  that 
were  introduced  by  Mr.  Harris  and  others, 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  those  animals  multi- 
plying to  a  boundless  extent. — ^The  breed  of 
sheep,  horses  and  other  cattle,  already  so  much 
improved  by  Mr.  M^Arthur,  was  still  further 
meliorated,  by  the  liberality  of  that  benevo- 
lent nobleman,  the  late  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. 

.  The  climate  of  New  South  Wales,  is  found 
by  experience  to  be  in  a  high  degree  salu- 
brious. 

The  following  is  a  diary  of  the  weather  at 
Sydney,  for  a  year. 


JANUARY. 

1 

Weather 

9 

clear 

9 

but 

4 

very 

5 

hot. 

6 

Mornings 

7 

pleasant 

8 

till  seven 

9 

or  eight 

10 

o'clock. 

11 

Farenheit's 

12 

thermometer 

IS 

from80<» 

14 

to  900 

15 

at  noon, 

16 

and  for 

17 

some  time 

18 

after. 

19 

Weather 

» 

less 

91 

clear.     '    t 

92 

Lightning. 

9$ 

Refreshing 

24 

showers. 

15 

close. 

25 

16 

Occasional 

26 

17 

showers. 

27 

Farenheit 

18 

Weather 

28 

at  76<». 

19 

less 

29 

20 

hot. 

30 

Showers.   , 

21 

Rains 

31 

22 
23 

increase. 

FEBRUARY. 

24 

Weather 

1^ 

Warm 

26 

unsettled. 

2 

Weather. 

26 

S 

A  con- 

27 

4 

tinnation 

28 

6 

of  the 

6 

same. 

MARCH. 

7 

Weatiier 

8 

continues 

9 

Farenheit 

unsetaed. 

10 

from  75« 

Rain. 

11 

to  850 

Thermometer 

12 

in  the 

Tariablfi. 

13 

shade. 

Heary 

14 

^^filU 

rains. 

F  P 
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0    NishU 

»|AY. 

a? 

10    chiTly: 

1 

24 

U 

2 

25    Cold 

1^    Rains 

9    Clear 

26    win^s. 

IS    continue. 

4    weather. 

27 

14     •     ■'    •• 

5          '    • . 

28 

n    Hoods. 

6    Weather 

29    Occasional 

lii 

7    eodtinn^ 

80    shbwM. 

IT    Floods. 

8    clear. 

9    The 

JUI-Y. 

10    yaries 

10    whole 

1 

bo    dttrini; 

11    of  this 

2 

21    tjus 

12    month 

4    Mornings 

tt    month 

13    moderate 

8S    from 

If    and 
15    pleasant. 

5    fffos^. 

91    640 

6 

25    toSO^" 

16 

r 

26    ofFaren- 

17 

8    Days 

27    belt 

18    Weather 

9    clear 

28 

19    cooL 

10    and 

Id 

20 

11    cold. 

10    Weather 

21 

12    Little 

SI    yariabjie. 

22 

14^  ram 

23 

14    during     - 

APRn.. 

24    The 

15    this 

1    Days 

25  nights 

26  cold. 

16    month. 

2    warm. 

17  Fogs 

18  at  die 

8    Nights 

fr 

4    cool 

28    littie 

19    Hawkesbury. 

5    and 

29    or  no         * 

20    Thermometer 

6  pleasant. 

7  Weather 

SO    nOn. 

21    mornings 

31 

22    and          «                       i 

8    moderate. 

23    evenmgs 

9 

JUNE. 

24    at  460. 

10    Showery. 

1 

25    At  noon 

11               • 

2    Weather 

26    at  600 

12    Very 

3    still 

27.  and 

IS    pleasant. 

4    pleasant. 

28    upwards. 

14 

5 

29    Drought 

15    Contisves 

6 

30    Thin 

16    moderate 

7    light 

31    ice. 

17    and 

8    frosts 

18  pleasant 

19  Thermometer 

9    before 

AUGUST. 

10    sun-rise* 

1 

20    during 

11 

2    Drought. 

21    this 

12 

3 

22    month 

13    Mornings 

4 

28    generally 

14    and 

6        , 

24    stationvy> 

15    evenings 

6    Drought 

25    between 

16    cold. 

7    Gonlimies. 

26    650  and 

17 

8 

27  680, 

28  seldom 

18 
19 

9 
10    Weather 

29    up  to 

20       ' 

11  very 

12  coli 

SO    70*. 

21    Shortest  day. 

22 

13 
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14    Drought 
16 

16  Great 

17  fogs 

18  at  the 

19  Hawkesbory. 
20 

21  Weather 

22  continues 

23  cold.    < 
24 

26 

26  Drought 

27  continues. 
28 

2# 


^ 


1 

S 

4 


Fogsjit 
Hawkesbory. 

SEPH^MBER. 

FV)g» 
<;9ntiQU0. 


Weather 

7  nuMer 

S^  apd  more 

9  pleasant. 

11 

12  OeeasiofMl 

13  raips. 
14 

15  Great 

16  appearances 

17  of  Spring. 
18 

19 

29  Weather 

21  macl^ 

22  more 

23  pleai^t. 

25 

26  Weadier 

27  8^ubnou9 
2&  and 

29  delightful. 
89 


OCTOBER. 

Weather 

dear 

and 


very 
deUghtfuI. 


3 

4 

(^ 

6 

7 

8 

9    Frequent 
10    showers*     . 
11 

12    lightning. 
13 

H 

16    WeaMiet 

16  grows 

17  warm.     % 
18 

19 

20    lightning. 

2t    •  ' 

22    Copious 

ib3    showers. 

24 

25 

26 

27  Thermeneter 

28  atSO^" 

29  at  noon. 
30 

31 

ffOVEMBEB. 


2 

Weather 

3 

very 

4 

warm. 

5 

Uttle 

6 

or  no 

7 

rain. 

8 

9 

Weather 

10 

sultry. 

11 

Blights, 

12 

13 

St! 

14 

16 

preyaieQce 
of  hot 

16 

wind$. 

17 

'• 

18  Great  heat. 

19 

20 

21  Harvest  begins. 

22  Thermometer 

23  at  noon 

24  atOO^" 

25  and 

26  upwards. 
27 

28 

29  tiMsn 

30  wanted. 


DECEMBER. 

Hot       . 
wnlds; 

Considerable 
drought. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 

8  Thermometer 

9  at  noon 

10  00<^and 

11  upwards. 
12 

13 

14    Heat 

16    eoBth^ues. 

ie 

17 

18    Refreship^ 
19 .  showers. 

W> 

21    Longest  Day. 

22 

23 

24  Weather 

25  fine 

26  but 

27  very 
^8    warn). 
29 

30    Showers. 
31 
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CHAFfER  XXXIII. 

Passage  of  the  Mountains. 

The  passage  of  the  mountains  to  the  west  of 
the  settlement,  so  long  an  object  of  the  highest 
interest  and  curiosity,  was  effected  towards  the 
beginning  of  1814,  by  Mr.  George  William 
Evans,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  beyond, 
ascertained.  .  By  the  beginning  of  18 15,  a  road 
was  made  over  them,  and  in  the  month  of  April 
following,  they  were  crossed  by  the  governor 
in  person ;  the  particulars  of  whose  narrative, 
as  published  by  him  on  the  occasion  for  the 
information  of  the  colony,  we  here  subjoin. 

*'  Governmeni  Housej  Sydney, 
June  10,  1815. 

^f  The  governor  desirbs  to  communicate,  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  the  result  of  his 
late  tour  over  the  Western  or  Blue  Mountain)^ 
undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  being  enabled 
personally  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  thcj 
tract  of  country  lying  westward  of  them ; 
which  had  been  explored  in  the  latter  end  of 
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the  year  1813  and  beginning  of  1814  by  Mr. 
George  William  Evans,  deputy  surveyor  of 
lands. 

"  To  those  who  know  how  very  limited  a 
tract  of  country  has  been  hitherto  occupied  by 
the  colonists  of  New  South  Wales,  extending 
along  the  eastern  coast  to  the  north  and  south 
of  Port  Jackson  only  eighty  miles,  and  westward 
about  forty  miles  to  the  foot  of  that  chain  of 
mountains  in  the  interior  which  forms  itp 
western  boundary,  it  must  be  a  subject  of 
astonishment  and  regret,  that  amongst  so  large 
a  population  no  one  appeared  within  the  first 
twenty-five  years  of  the  establishment  of  this 
settlement  possessed  of  sufiicient  energy  of  mind 
to  induce  him  fully  to  explore  a  passage  over 
these  mountains :— but,  when  it  is  considered 
that  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time  even  this  , 
circumscribed  portion  of  country  afforded  suffi- 
cient produce  for  the  wants  of  the  people, 
whilst  on  the  other  hapd  the  whole  surface  of 
the  country  beyond  those  limits  was  a  thick 
and  in  many  places  nearly  an  impenetrable 
forest,  the  surprise  at  the  want  of  effort  to  sur- 
mount such  difficulties  must  abate  very  consi- 
derably* 

^^  The  records  of  the  colony  only  afford  two 
instances  of  any  bold  attempt  having  been  made 
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to  disGOTOT  tlie  cotiiitty  to  the  westward  of  the 
Blue  Mountains. — ^The  first  was  by  Mr.  B^^ 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Caley,  and  both  ended  in 
disappointment — a  circumstance  which  will 
not  be  much  wondered  at  by  those  Who  have 
lately  crossed  those  mountains. 

"  To  GregoryJBlaxIand  and  Wilfii*^  Went^ 
worth.  Esquires,  and  Lieutenant  Lawson,  of 
the  Royal  Veteran  Coittpany,  the  merit  is  due 
of  having,  with  extraordinary  patience  aM 
much  fetigue,  effected  the  first  passage  over  the 
most  rugged  and  difficult  part  of  the  Bl^ 
Mountains. 

"  The  governor,  being  strongly  iiinpreisised 
with  the  importance  of  the  o^edt,  haid,  early 
after  his  arrival  in  this  cofeny,  foihoied  the 
resolution  of  encouraging  the  atteoApl  to  find  a 
passage  to  the  western  country,  and  willingly 
availed  himself  of  the  facilities  which  the  disco- 
veries of  these  three  gentlemen  afibi^ed  him. 
Accordingly,  on  the  20th  of  November  1813, 
he  entrusted  the  accomplishment  of  this  object 
to  Mr".  George  William  Evans,  deputy  surveyw 
of  lands,  the  result  of  whose  journey  wa»  laid 
before  the  public. 

"  The  favourable   account  given  by  Ml^.  / 
Evans  of  the  country  he  had  explored,  induced 
the  governor  to  cause  a  r<)ad  to  be  eonstt*acted 
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for  the  passage  and  conveyance  of  cattle  and 
provisions  to  the  interior ;  and  men  of  good 
character,  from  amongst  a  number  of  convicts 
who  had  volunteered  their  services,  wefe  Selected 
to  perform  this  arduous  work,  on  condition  of 
being  fed  and  clothed  during  the  continuance 
(tf  their  kboui^^  and  being  granted  emanci- 
pations as  their  final  reward  on  the  completion 
of  the  wof  k. 

^^  The  direction  and  superintendance  of  thi^ 
^eat  wotk  vrds  entftrsted  to  Williatti  Cox, 
tUsti.  the  chief  rfnagistrate  at  Windsor ;  and  to 
tifcte  ali^tonishmenf  of  every  oAe  who  kiiowi?  what 
Was  to  be  encountered,  ^d  sees  what  has  been 
ddhe,  he  effected  iU  completion  in  six  months 
frotn  the  time  of  its  commenctertient,  happily 
Wilhbut  th6  loss  of  k  xAdn,  or  any  serious  acci- 
dent. The  governor  ii^  at  a  loss  to  appreciate 
ftilly  the  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Cox  to  this 
dblonyi  in  the  exettition  of  this  arduous  work, 
#hich  promises  to  be  of  the  greatest  ptibiiC 
utility,  by  opening  a  new  source  of  wealth  to 
fh6  industrious  and  enterprising.  When  it  is 
considei'ed  that  Mr.  Cox  voluntarily  relin- 
quished the  (iomfoVtsof  hils  own  house,  and  the 
society  of  his  nuinert)iis  family,  and  exposed 
himself  to  niubh  pei^softal  fatigue,  with  only 
such  teihpor^y  coverili^  as  a  bai'k  htit  could 
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afford  from  the  inclemency  of  the  season^  it  is 
difficult  to  express  the  sentiments  of  appro* 
bation  to  which  such  privations  and  services 
are  entitled. 

"  Mr.  Cox  having  reported  the  road  as  com- 
pleted on  the  2Ist  of  January  last,  the  governor, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Macquarie  and  that 
gentleman,  commenced  his  tour  on  the  25th  of 
April,  over  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  was  joined 
by  Sir  John  Jamieson  at  the  Nepean,  who 
accompanied  him  during  the  entire  tour. — ^The 
following  gentlemen  composed  the  governor's 
suite :  Mr.  Campbell,  secretary ;  Capt.  Antill, 
major  of  brigade ;  Lieut.  Watts,  aid-de-camp; 
Mr.  Redfern,  assistant-surgeon;  Mr.  Oxley, 
surveyor-general ;  Mr,  Meehan,  deputy  sur- 
veyor-general;  Mr.  Lewin,  painter  and  na- 
turalist; and  Mr.  G.  W.  Evans,  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  lands,  who  had  been  sent  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  making  further  discoveries,  and 
rejoined  the  party  on  the  day  of  arrival  at 
Bathurst  Plains. 

"  The  commencement  of  the  ascent  from 
Emu  Plains  to  the  first  depot,  and  thence  to  a 
resting  place,  now  called  Spring  Wood,  distant 
twelve  miles  from  Emu  Ford,  was  through  a 
very  handsome  open  forest  of  lofty  ^trees,  and 
touch  more  practicable  and  easy  than  was 
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expected.  The  facility  of  the  ascent  for  this 
distance  excited  surprise,  and  is  certainly  not 
well  calculated  to  give  the  traveller  a  just  idea 
of  the  difficulties  he  has  afterwards  to  encounter. 
— ^At  a  further  distance  of  four  miles  a  sudden 
change  is  perceived  in  the  appearance  of, the 
timber  and  the  quality  of  the  soil — the  former 
becoming  stunted,  and  the  latter  barren  and 
rocky.  At  this  place  the  fatigues  of  the  journey 
may  be  said  to  commence.  Here  the  country 
became  altogether  mountainous,  and  extremely 
rugged. — ^Near  to  the  eighteenth  mile  mark  (i( 
is  to  be  observed  that  the  measure  commences 
from  Emu  Ford)  a  pile  of  stones  attracted 
attention  :  it  is  close  to  the  line  of  road,  on  the 
top  of  a  rugged  and  abrupt  ascent,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  placed  there  by  Mi".  Caley, 
as  the  extreme  limit  of  his  tour : — Whence  the 
governor  gave  that  part  of  the  mountain  the 
name  of  Caley's  Repulse.  To  have  penetrated 
even  so  far,  was  at  that  time  an  effort  of  no 
small  difficulty. — From  hence,  forward  to  the 
twenty-sixth  mile,  is  a  succession  of  steep  and 
rugged  hills,  some  of  which  are  almost  so 
abrupt  as  to  deily  a  passage  altogether;  but  at 
this  place  a  considerably  extensive  plain  is 
arrived  at,  which  constitutes  the  summit  of  the 
Western  Mountains ;  and  from  thence  a  most 
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extensive  and  beautiful  prospect  presents  itself 
on  all  sides  to  the  eye.  The  town  of  Windsor, 
the  river  Hawkesbury,  Prospect  Hill,  and  other 
objects  within  that  part  of  the  colony  now 
inhabited,  of  equal  iiiterest,  are  distinctly  sieen 
from  hence. — The  majestic  grandeur  of  the 
sitiration,  Combined  with  the  various  objects  to 
be  seen  from  this  place,  induced  the  governor 
to  give  it  the  appellation  of  the  King*s  Table 
Land. — ^On  the  S.W.  side  of  the  King's  Table 
Land  the  mountain  terminates  in  abjupt  preci* 
^ces  of  immense  depth,  at  the  bottom  of  whic^ 
Is  seen  a  glen,  as  romantically  beautiful  as  can 
be  imagined,  bounded  on  the  further  side  hf 
mountains  of  great  magnitude,  terminating 
e<|aally  abruptly  as  the  others;  and  the  whol6 
tb^kly  covered  with  tirtiber.  The  length  of 
ttiiis  pictutfesquefatidreniarkable  tract  of  country 
is  about  twenty-four  miles,  to  which  the  go- 
veihfidr  gave  the  name  of  The  Prince  Regent's 
Glen. — ^Proceeding  hence  to  the  thirty-third 
mile  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  aA  opening  presents, 
itself  on  the  S.W.  sitle  of  the  Prince  Re^ent^S 
Gleh,  from  wheiice  a  view  is  obtained  partioiir 
krly  beauti^  add  grand— motmtdms  rising 
beycnld  nioitotalns.  With  stt^endous'  massesrdf 
ro6k  ih  th6  fore^grduiidi  here  strike  the  eye 
witibi  admirdtioti'  and  astonishihent.    Thte  cir- 
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cular  itma  in  which  the  whole  is  sa  wonder* 
fuHy  disposed,  induced  the  governor  to  ^ve 
the  name  of  Pitt's  Amphitheatre  (in  honour  of 
th6  late  right  honourable  William  Pitt)  to  thi* 
oiittet  or  branch  from  the  Prince  Regent's  Glen. 
The  road  condnnes  from  hence,  for  the  space 
of  seventeen  miles,  on  the  ridge  of  the  mountain 
which  forms  one  side  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
Glen,  and  there  it  suddenly  terminates  in  nra,rly 
a.  perpendicnlar  precipice  of  '676  feet  high,  as 
dfsc^tained  by  measurement.    The  road  eon- 
sttfucted  by  Mr.  Cox  down  this  nagged  an4 
tremendous  descent,  through  all  itd  windings,  is 
no  less  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in-  tength, 
ftnd  lias  been  executed  with  such  skill  and 
it^Yhy  &s  reflects  much  credit  on  him.    The 
kibonr  here  tmdfergone,  and  the  difficnki^is 
surmounted,  can  only  be  apprecisited  by  thofee 
who  view  this  scene.    In  order  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Cdx's  services,  the  govferwiSr 
deem^  it  a  tribute  justly  due  to  him,  to  give 
his  name  to  this  grand  and  extraordinary  pas* ; 
a*id  he  according  called  il  Cox's  Pass.   Having 
d^cended  into  the  valley  at  the  bottom  of  this 
pMss,  the  retrospective  view  of  the  overhanging 
ijiftountains  is  magnificently  grand.     Although 
the  present  pass  is  tlw  only  practicable  ponit 
yet  discovered  for  dei^cending  by,  yet  tiie  iticMjQEk- 
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tain  is  much  higher  than  those  on  either  side 
of  it,  from  whence  it  is  distinguished  at  a  con- 
siderable distance,  when  approaching  it  from 
the  interior,  and  in  this  point  of  view  it  has  the 
appearance  of  a  very  high  distinct  hill,  although 
it  is  in  fact  only  the  abrupt  termination  of  a 
ridge.  The  governor  gave  the  name  of  Mount 
York  to  this  termination  of  the  ridge,  in  honour 
of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

"  On  descending  Cox's  Pass,  the  governor 
was  much  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  good 
pasture  land  and  soil  fit  for  cultivation,  which 
was  the  first  he  had  met  with  since  the  com- 
mencement of  his  tour.  The  valley  at  the  base 
of  Mount  York  he  called  The  Vale  of  Clwyd, 
in  consequence  of  the  strong,  resemblance  it 
bore  to  the  vale  of  that  name  in  Nortfi  Wales. 
The  grass  in  this  vale  is  of  a  good  quality  and 
very  abundant,  and  a  rivulet  of  fine  water  runs 
along  it  from  the  eastward,  which  unites  itself 
at  the  western  extremity  of  the  vale  with 
another  rivulet  containing  still  more  water. — 
The  junction  of  these  two  streams  forms  a  very 
handsome  river,  now  called  by  the  governor 
G^x's  River;  which  takes  its  course,  as  has 
been  since  ascertained,  through  the  Prince 
Regent's  Glen,  and  empties  itself  into  the  river 
Nepean;  and  it  is  conjectured,  from  the  nature 
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of  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  that  it 
must  be  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the 
floods  which  have  been  occasionally  felt  on  the 
low  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbury,  into  which 
the  Nepean  discharges  itself.  The  Vale  of 
Glwyd,  from  the  base  of  Mount  York,  extends 
six  miles  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  has  its 
termination  at  Cox's  River.  '  Westward  of  this 
river  the  country  again  becomes  hilly,  but  is 
generally  open  forest  land,  and  very  good 
pasturage. 

**  Three  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  Vale 
of  Clwyd,  Messrs.  Blaxland,  Wentworth,  and 
Lawson,  had  formerly  terminated  their  excur- 
sion ;  and  when  the  various  difficulties,  are 
considered  which  they  had  to  contend  with, 
especially  until  they  had  effected  the  descent 
from  Mount  York,  to  which  place  they  were 
obliged  to  pass  through  a  thick  brush-wood, 
where  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  cutting 
a  passage  for  their  baggage  horses,  the  severity 
of  which  labour^  had  seriously  affected  their 
healths,  their  patient  endurance  of  such  fatigue 
cannot  fail  to  excite  much  surprise  and  admi- 
ration.— In  commemoration  of  their  merits, 
three  beautiful  high  hills  joining  each  other  at 
the  end  of  their  tour  at  this  place,  have  received 
their  names  in  the  following  order,  t;^— Mornit 
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Blaicland,  Went\^orth's  Sugar  Loafi  ancj  jLaiw- 
awtt's  Sugar  JLoaf.  A  range  of  very  lofty  hilb 
a^  narrow  valleys  alternatj&ly  form  the  tract 
Qf  cpuntry  from  Cox's  Jliver,  for  a  disto-jwe  of 
si:^teen  mil^s^  until  the  Fish  River  is  arrivad 
^t ;  and  the  stage  between  these  fivers  is  con- 
aeqiiently  very  epvere  and  oppressive  on  the 
cattle.  To  thi^  range  the  govemcH*  gave  the 
name  of  Clarice  Hilly  Ilange. 

"  Proceeding  from  the  Fish  River,  and  at  a 
short  distance  from  it,  a  very  singular  and 
bi^^utiful  aiountain  attracts  the  £),ttentioii,  its 
summit  being  crowned  with  a  large  and  very 
extraordinary-looking  rock,  nearly  circulair  in 
form>  which  gives  to  the  whole  very  much  the 
appearance  of  a  hill  fort,  such  ^s  are  frequent 
in  India. — ^To  this  lofty  hill  Mr.  Evans,  who 
waa  the  first  European  discoverer,  gave  the 
n/aimfi  of  Mount  E^ys^ns.  Passing  on  from 
hfijkce  the  country  continues  hilly,  but  SbfSdfda 
g9od^  pastiirsgei  gradually  iinproying  to  Sklr 
H^pu^h  Valley,  which  is  distant  from  the  pass  of 
th#  Fish  River  eight  miles.  The  land  h»e  ia 
leifel,  aad  ih^  i^rst  met  with  unencumbered 
with  timber:  it  19  npt  pf  very  considerable 
^i^t^t^  but  abounds  with  a  great  variety  of 
lierba  andl  plfHttSf  9ueh  aa  would  p^i^bably 
highly  ifiteie^  and  g^tify  the  seientific  bola- 
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nist — ^This  beautiful  little  valley  runs  north-^ 
west  and  south-east^  between  hills  of  &ksy 
asceiit^  thinly  covered  with  timber. — ^Leaving 
Sidmouth  Valley^  the  country  becomes  again 
hilly,  and  in  other  respects  resembles  very 
much  tlie  cpuntry  to  the  eastward  of  the  valley 
for  some  miles.  Having  reached  Campbell 
River,  distant  tibirteen  miles  from  Sidmouth 
Valley,  the  governor  was  highly  gratified  by 
the  appearance  of  the  country,  which  there 
began  to  exhibit  an  open  and  extensive  view 
of  gently  rising  grounds  and  fertile  plains.— 
Judging  from  the  height  of  the  banks,  and  its 
general  width,  the  Campbell  River  must  he  in 
siojne  parts  of  very  considerable,  magnitude; 
but  the  extraordinary  drought  which  has  ap- 
parently prevailed  on  thfe  western  side  of  the 
niountains,  equally  as  throughout  this  colony 
for  the  last  three  years,  has  reduced  this  river 
$fi  much  that  it  may  be  more  properly  called 
^  chain  of  pools  than  a  running  stream  at  the 
present  time.  In  the  reaches  or  pools  of  the 
Campbell  River,  the  very  curious  animal  called 
the  paradox,  or  water-mole,  ib  seen  in  great 
numbers.  The  soil  on  both  banks  is  imcom- 
.monly  rich,  and  the  grass  is  consequentiiy 
luxuriant. — ^Two  miles  to  the  southward  of  ll^e 
line  of  road  which  crosses  the  Campbell  River, 
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there  is  a  very  fine  rich  tract  of  low  lands, 
which  has  been  named  Mitchell  Plains.  Flax 
was  found  here  growing  in  considerable  quan- 
tities.—The  Fish  River,  which  forms  a  junc- 
tion with  the  Campbell  River  a  few  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  road  and  bridge  over  the 
latter,  has  also  two  very  fertile  plains  on  its 
banks,  the  one  called  O^Conhell  Plains,  and  the 
other  Macquarie  Plains,  both  of  considerable 
extent,  and  very  capable  of  yielding  all  the 
neci^saries  of  life. 

^^  At  the  distance  of  seven  miles  from  the 
bridge  over  the  Campbell  River,  Bathurst 
Plains  open  to  the  view,  presenting  a  rich  tract 
of  champaign  country  of  eleven  miles  in  length, 
bounded  on  both'  sides  by  gently  rising  and 
very  beautiful  hills,  thinly  wooded.  The  Mac- 
quarie River,  which  is  constituted  by  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Fish  and  Campbell  Rivers,  takes  a 
winding  course  through  the  plains,  which  can 
be  easily  traced  from  the  high  lands  adjoining, 
by  the  particular  vierdure  of  the  trees  on  its 
banks,  which  are  likewise  the  only  trees 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  plains. — ^The  levd 
and  clean  surface  of  these  plains  gives  them  at 
first  view  very  much  the  appearance  of  lands 
in  a  state  of  (cultivation. 

^^  It  is  impossible  to  behold  this  grand  scene 
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without  a  feeling  of  admimtion  and  surprise^ 
whilst  the  silence  and  solitude  .which  reign 
in  a  space  of  such  extent  and  beauty  as  seems 
designed  by  Nature  for  the  occupancy  and 
comfort  of  man,  create  a  degree  of  melancholy 
in  the  mind  which  maybe  more  easily  imagined 
than  described. 

*^  The  governor  and  suite  arrived  at  these 
plains  on  Thursday  the  4th  of  May,  and  en- 
camped on  the  southern  or  left  bank  of  the 
Macquarie  River — the  situation  being  selected 
in  consequence  of  its  commanding  a  beautiful 
and  extensive  prospect  for  many  miles  in  every 
direction  around  it.— At  this  place  the  governor 
remained  for  a  week,  which  time  he  occupied 
in  making  excursions  in  different  directions 
through  the  adjoining  country,  on  both  sides  of 
the  river. 

"  On  Sunday,  the  7th  of  May,  the  governor 
fixed  on  a  site  suitable  for  the  erection  of  a 
town  at  some  ftiture  period,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Bathurst,  in  honour  of  the  present 
secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies. — The  situ- 
ation of  Bathurst  is  elevated  sufficiently  beyond  , 
the  reach  of  any  floods  which  may  occur,  and 
is  at  the  same  time  so  near  to  the  river  on  its 
south  ban]k  as  to  derive  all  the  advantages  of  ^ 
its  clear  and  beautiful  stream.    The  mechanics 
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and  settlqirs  of  whatever  description  who  ni£^y 
be  hereafter  permitted  to  foriQ  permaQent.  xmr 
dences  to  theiq^elves  at  this  place^  will  have  the 
highly  important  advantages  of  a  rich  and 
fertile  soil,  with  a  beautifijl  rivQr  flowing 
through  it,  for  all  the  use?  qf  man*  The  go^ 
vemor  must  however  add,  that  the  hpp^  which 
were  at  first  so  sahguinely  entertained^  of  this 
river  becoBfting  navigable  to  the  Western  Sea, 
have  ended  in  disappointment. 

^^  During  the  week  that  the  governor  f«- 
mained  at  Bathurst,  he  made  daily  excursions 
in  vp^rious  directions :  one  of  thps©  e3i:t€inided 
twenty-two  miles  in  a  south-west  direction,  9^4 
on  that  occasicm,  as  well  as  on-  all  otheips^  hf 
found  the  country  composed  chiefly  of  vallejfp 
and  plains,  separated  occasionally  by  r^ngea^ 
low  hills ; — the  soil  throughout  being  geni^raJUy 
fertile,  and  well  circumstaijced  for  the  purpose 
of  agriculture  or  gracing.  f^ 

"  The  governor  here  feels  much  plegswft  W 
hmxig  enabled  to  communicate  to  the  public 
that  the  favourable  reports  which  he  hfd 
received  of  the  country  to  the  west  of  theBii|ip 
Mountains  have  not  been  by  any  means  exag- 
gerated,— ^the  difficulties  which  present  them- 
selves in  the  journey  froRi  heoce  ^e  qertaioly 
great  and  inevitable ;  bu.t  those  persogtis  whp 
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may  be  inclined  to  become  permanent  settlers 
thare^  will  probably  content  themselves  with 
visiting  this  part  of  the  colony  but  rarely,  and 
of  course  will  have  them  seldom  to  encounter* 
— Plenty  of  water  and  a  sufficiency  of  grass 
are  to  be  found  in  the  mountains  for  the  support 
of  such  cattle  as  may  be  sent  over  them; 
and  the  tracts  of  fertile  soil  and  rich  pasturage 
which  the  new  country  affords,  are  folly  exten- 
sive enough  for  any  increase  of  population  and 
stock  which  can  possibly  take  place  for  many 
years. 

^^  Within  a  distance  of  ten  nules  from  the 
site  of  Bathurst,  there  is  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  land  clear  of  timber,  and 
folly  one  half  of  that  may  be  considered  excels 
lent  soil,  well  calculated  for  cultivation.  It  is 
a  matter  of  regret,  that  in  proportion  as  the  soil 
improves  the  timber  degenerates ;  and  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  every  where  to  the  westward 
of  the  mountains  it  is  much  inferior  both  in 
size  and  quality  to  that  within  the  present 
cobny :  there  is,  however,  a  sufficiency  of 
timber  <rf  tolerable  quality  within  the  district 
around  Bathurst,  for  the  purposes  of  house- 
building and  husbandry. 

"  The  gpvCTnor  has  here  to  lament,  that 
neither  coals  nor  Umenstone  have  yet  been  dis- 
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covered  in  the  western  country;  articles  in 
themselves  of  so  much  importance^  that  tlie 
want  of  them  must  be  severely  felt  whenever 
that  country  shall  be  settled/' 

'^  Having  enumerated  the  principal  and  most 
important  features  of  this  new  country^  the 
governor  has  now  to  notice  some  of  its  live 
productions.  All  around  Bathurst  abounds 
in  a  variety  of  game ;  and  the  two  principal 
rivers  contain  a  great  quantity  of  fish,  but  all 
of  one  denomination,  resembling  the  perch  in 
appearance,  and. of  a  delicate  and  fine  fiavcHir, 
not  unlike  that  of  a  rock  cod :  this  fish  grows 
to  a  large  size,  and  is  very  voracious.  Several 
of  them  were  caught  during  the  governor's 
stay  at  Bathurst,  arid  at  the  halting-place  on 
the  Fish  River.  One  of  those  caught  weighed 
ITlbs.  and  the  people  stationed  at  Bathurst 
reported  that  they  had  caught  some  weighing 
251bs." 

"  The  field  game  are  the  kangaroos,  emus, 
black  swans,  wild  geese,  wild  turkeys,  bustards, 
ducks  of  various  kinds,  quail,  bronze,  and  other 
pigeons,  &c.  &c.  The  water-mole,  or  paradox, 
also  abounds  in  all  the  rivers  and  ponds." 

^^  The  site  designed  for  the  town  of  Bathurst, 
by  observation  taken  at  the  flag-stafi^  whidi 
was  erected  on  the  day  of  Bathurst  receiving 
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that  name^  is  situated  in  latitude  32^  24'  SC' 
south,  and  iti  longitude  149^  37'  45''  east  of 
Greenwich,  being  also  27^  miles  north  of 
Grovemment  House  in  Sydney,  and  94^  west 
of  it,  bearing  west  20®  SO^  north,  83  geographic 
miles,  or  95^  statute  miles  ;  the  measured  road 
distance  from  Sydney  to  Baithurst  being  140 
English  miles. 

^*  The  road  constructed  by  Mr.  Cox  and  the 
party  under  him  commences  at  Emu  Ford,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  Nepean,  and  is  thence 
carried  101^  miles  to  the  flag-staiF  at  Bathurst : 
this  road  has  been  carefully  measured,  and  each 
mile  regularly  marked  on  the  trees  growing  on 
the  left  side  of  the  road  proceeding  towards 
Bathurst. 

*^The  governor  in  his  tour  made  the  fol- 
lowing stages,  in  which  he  was  principally 
regulated  by  the  consideration  of  having  good 
pasturage  for  the  cattle,  and  plenty  of  water: 

1st  s(tage, — ^From  Emu  Ford  to  Spring 

Wood     - 12 

2nd  ditto-'^amieson's  Valley  -    -    -    -  16 

Srd  ditto— Blackheath    ---..-  13 

4th  ditto— Cox's  River 15 

5th  ditto— Fish  River     -    -    -    -    -    -  16 
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6th  ditto—Sidmouth  Valley  -  •  -  *  « 
7th  ditto— Cah^bell  River  •  -  ^  -  •-  M 
8th  ditto— Bathurst -    •  10| 

Total 101^ 

"  At  all  of  which  places  the  traveller  may 
assure  himself  of  good  grass^  and  water  in 
abundance. 

^^  On  Thursday  the  1 1th  of  May  the  governor 
and  suite  set  out  from  Bathurst  on  their  return^ 
and  arrived  at  Sydney  on  Friday  the  19th 
ultimo. 

^*  The  governor  deems  it  expedient  here  to 
notify  to  the  public^  that  he  does  not  mean  to 
make  any  grants  of  land  to  the  westward  of  the 
Blue  Mountains  until  he  shall  receive  the  com- 
mands of  His  Majesty's  ministers  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  in  reply  to  the  report  he  is  now  abmit 
to  make  them  upon  it 

^^  In  the  mean  time,  such  gentlemen  or  other 
respectable  free  persons  as  may  wish  to  visit 
this  new  country,  will  be  permitted  to  do  so  on 
making  a  written  application  to  the  governor 
to  that  effect ;  who  will  order  them  to  be  fur- 
nished ^vith  written  passes.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  strictly  ordered  and  directed,  that  no  per* 
son,  whether  civil  or  military,  shall  attempt  to 
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travel  over  the  Blue  Mountains  without  having 
previously  applied  for  and  obtained  permission, 
in  the  above  prescribed  form.  The  military 
guard  stationed  at  the  first  depot  on  the  moun-' 
tains  will  receive  foil  instructions  to  prevent 
the  progress  of  any  persons  who  shall  not  have 
obtained  regular  passes.  The  necessity  fdr  the 
establishing  and  strictly  enforcing  this  regular 
tion  is  too  obvious  to  every  one  who  will  reflect 
on  it,  to  require  any  explanation  here. 

**  Thegovemor  cannot  conclude  this  account 
of  his  tour,  Mdthout  offering  his  best  acknow- 
ledgements to  William  Cox,  Esq.  for  the  im- 
portant service  he  has  rendered  to  the  colony 
in  so  short  a  period  of  time,  by  opening  a  pas^ 
eage  to  the  new-discovered  country,  and  at  the 
tame  time  assuring  him,  that  he  shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  recommending  his  meritorious 
services  on  this  occasion  to  the  fistvourable  con- 
sideration of  His  Majesty's  ministers. 
"  By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Goveifnor, 
**  John  Thomas  Campbell,  Secretary." 

To  the  above  account,  the  governor  after- 
wards a^dded  the  following  particulars,  which 
he  had  omitted. 


€( 


When  \bk  governor  arrived  at  Bathurst, 
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on  the  4th  of  May^  he  found  there  three  nutive 
men  and  six  children  standing  Mdth  the  working 
party :  they  appeared  much  alarmed^  particu^ 
larly  at  the  horses — but  this  soon  ceased^  and 
they  became  quite  familiar,  eating  whatever 
food  was  offered  them,  and  appearing  very 
proud  of  some  little  articles  of  dress  which 
were  given  them.  Frequently  during  the 
governor's  stay  at  Bathurst,  small  parties  of 
men  and  boys  came  in;  and  they  always  gpt 
meat  and  some  articles  of  slop  clothing,  and 
tomahawks ;  which  latter  seemed  to  be  highly 
prized  by  them.  These  natives  are  in  appear- 
ance very  like  those  of  Sydney,  though  rather 
better  looking  and  stronger  made;  some  of 
them  were  blind  of  one  eye,  though  not  always 
on  the  same  side.  Their  language  being 
altogether  dissimilar  to  that  of  the  natives  of 
this  part  of  the  country,  it  was  impossible  to 
learn  whether  their  being  thus  blinded  was  tibte 
result  of  any  established  custom  amongst  them, 
or  merely  accidental ;  the  probability  is,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  intentional  whatever  might  be 
the  cause.  A  native  who  attended  the  governor 
from  this  side  of  the  mountains  was  much 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  the  stranger 
natives ;  but  afterwards,  perceiving  that  they 
did  not  attempt  to  injure  him,  he  endeavoured 
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to  bold  a  conversation  with  them ;  their  lan- 
guages^  however,  appeared  totally  difierent, 
neither  party  seeming  to  understand  a  single 
word  spoken  by  the  other. 

"  Those  men  were  covered  by  skins  of  dif- 
ferent animals,  neatly  sewed  together,  and  wore 
the  fur  side  inwards;  on  the  outer,  or  skin 
side,  they  had  curious  devices  wrought.  The 
governor  observed  on  one  of  these  dresses  or 
cloaks,  as  regularly  formed  a  St  George's 
cross  as^  could  be  *made,  though  he  could  not 
connect  that  circumstance  with  any  other  which 
might  lead  to  the  assigning  it  to  a  religious 
ceremony.  The  manner  of  forming  these 
fig^es  must  be  by  the  throwing  up  a  slight 
part  of  the  skin  with  a  sharp  instrument,  round 
the  outlines  of  the  figure.  They  appeared, 
judging  from  the  neatness  of  the  sewing  and 
work  on  these  cloaks,  to  have  made  some  little 
advance  to  civilization^  and  comfort  beyond 
virhat  the  natives  of  this  part  of  the  country 
have  done.  In  other  respects  they  seem  to  be 
perfectly  harmless  and  inoffensive,  and  by  no 
means  warlike  or  savage,  few  of  them  having 
any  weapons  whatever  with  them  but  merely  a 
stone  axe,  which  they  use  for  cutting  steps  for 
themselves  to  climb  up  trees  by,  in  pursuit  of  the 
little,  animals  which  they  live  upon. 
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These  natires  never  brought  any  of  thefiir 
females  with  them  on  their  visits  to  Bathunsit, 
and  the  governor  had  only  accidentally,  in  the 
counse  of  one  of  his  excursions  from  thence,  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  one  of  them.  She  was 
blind  of  the  left  eye,  Wanted  all  her  teeth,  and 
was  altogether  one  of  the  most  wretched- 
looking  old  creatures  that  could  be  possibly 
imagined,  composed  of  merely  skin  and  bone. 
*^  The  governor,  on  his  return  over  the  King's 
Table  Land,  had  much  gratification  in  behold- 
ing a  cataract  of  immense  height,  which  falb 
over  a  precipice  little  short  of  1000  feet  down 
into  the  Prince  Regent's  Glen,  forming  one  of 
the  most  stupendous  and  grand  sights  that  per- 
haps the  world  can  affi^rd.  This  cataract 
having  been  discovered  by  four  gentlemen  of 
the  governor's  party,  his  Excellency  has  been 
pleased  to  give  it  the  name  of  one  of  them,  by 
calling  it  "  The  Catnpbell  Cataract" 
^  By  command  of  his  Excellency  theGx>vemor, 
^^  J.  T.  Campbell,  Secretary." 

We  here  subjoin  a  narrative,  published  by 
the  governor,  of  the  further  progress  of  Mr. 
Evans. 
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'^  OovernmenJt.Houie^  Sgdney, 
Ju^  8,  1815. 

^^  An  anxious  4esire  to  render  the  discoveries 
iH  the  lately  explored  couutry  to  the  westward 
of  the  Blue  Mountains  as  complete  and  import- 
ant to  the  mother  country  and  the  present 
colony  as  the  means  within  his  power  would 
Mable  him^  having  induced  his  Excellency  the 
governor^  while  at  Bathmrst,  to  instruct  Mn 
£vans  to  proceed  from  thence  and  pursue  his 
discdvaries  as  much  farther  westward  as  his 
means  of  carrying  provkions,  the  nature  of  the 
country  through  which  he  should  pass^  and  the 
unforeseen  occurrences  to  which^  as  a  traveller 
in  an  unexplored  country  he  might  be  exposed^ 
would  permit ;  and  Mr.  Evans  having  returned 
with  the  persons  who  attended  him,  all  safe,  his 
Excellency  desires  to  lay  the  following  brief 
account^  extracted  from  his  journal  and  report 
of  this  tour,  before  the  public. 

*^  On  the  13th  of  May  Mr.  Evans  com- 
maiced  his  tour  of  (discovery,  and  on  the  %id 
of  June,  finding  his  provisions  would  not  enable 
hiiQ  to  proceed  farther,  he  began  to  retrace  his 
course  back  to  Bathurst,  where  he  arrived,  cai 
the  ISth  ultimo,  having  been  absent  thirty-one 
days.    In  the  course  of  this  tour  Mr.  Evans  has 
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been  so  fortunate  as  to  travel  over  a  vast  number 
oi  rich  and  fertile  vallies,  with  succession  of 
hills  well  covered  with  good  and  useful  timber^ 
chiefly  the  stringy  bark  and  the  pine^  and  the 
whole  country  abounding  with  ponds  and 
gulli^  of  fine  water ;,  he  also  fell  in  with  a 
large  river,  which  he  conceives  would  become 
navigaUe  for  boats  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
days'  travelling  along  its  banks*-  From  its 
course  he  conjectures  that  it  must  join  its  waters 
with  those  of  the  Macquarie  River ;  and  little 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  their  joint 
streams  must  form  a  navigable  river  of  very 
considerable  size.  At  a  distance  of  about  sixty 
miles  from  Bathurst,  Mr.  Evans  discovered  a; 
number  of  hills,  the  points  of  which  ended  in 
perpendicular  heads,  from  30  to  40  feet  high, 
of  pure  liihe-stone  of  a  misty  grey  colour.  At 
this  place,  and  also  throughout  the  general 
course  of  the  journey^  kangaroos,  emus,  ducks, 
&c.  were  seen  in  great  numbers,  and  the  new 
river,  to  which  Mr.  Evans  gave  the  name  of  the 
iMchlariy  abounds  with  fish;  although,  firom 
the  coolness  of  the  season,  he  was  not  able  to 
catch  any  of  them.  In  the  course  of  this  tour 
Mr.  Evans  also  discovered  a  very  unusual  and 
extraordinary  production,  the  proper  or  scien- 
tific name  of  which  cannot  at  present  be  as- 
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signed  to  it  It  possesBes  much  of  the  sweetness 
and  flavour  of  manna,  but  is  totally  different  in 
its  appearance,  being  very  white,  and  having  a 
roundbh  irregular  surface,  not  unlike  the  rough 
outside  of  confectioners'  comfits,  and  of  the 
size  of  the  largest  hailnitones*  Mr*  Evans  does 
not  consider  it  to  be  the  production  of  any 
insect,  tree,  or  vegetable  of  the  country ;  and 
horn  hence  the  most  probable  conjecture 
appears  to  be,  that  it  is  a  production  of  the 
same  nature  with  that  which  is  found  in  Arabia, 
and  there  called  ^  wild  honey,'  and  supposed 
to  be  a  dew.  Where  this  substance  was 
found  most  plentiful,  Mn  Evans  saw  the  kan- 
garoo in  immense  flocks,  and  wild  fowl  equally 
abundant. 

^^  The  natives  appeared  more  numerous  than 
at  Bathurst ;  but  so  very  wild,  and  apparently 
so  much  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  white  men, 
that  he  could  not  induce  them  to  come  near,  or 
to  hold  any  intercourse  whatever  with  him. 

^^  At  the  termination  of  the  tour  Mr.  Evans 
saw  a  good  level  country,  of  a  most  interesting 
appearance,  and  a  very  rich  soil ;  and  he  con- 
ceives that  there  is  no  barrier  to  prevent  the 
travelling  &rther  westward  to  almost  any 
extent  that  could  be  desired.  He  states  that 
the  distance  travelled  by  him  on  this  occa- 
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sien  waa  142  measured  miles  out;,  which^ 
with  digressions  tot  the  southward .  made  tha 
total  distance  155i  miks  frraa  Bathurst;-^^ 
adds  at  the  same  time^  that  having  taken  a 
more  direct  line  back  to  Bathurst,  than  that  by 
which  he  le&it^  he  made  the  distance  then  only 
115  miles ;  and  he  c^serves  that  a  good  road 
may  be  made  all  that  length  without  any  G0n- 
sideralde  difficulty,  there  not  being  moi?e  than 
three  hills  which  may  not  be  avoided^ 

^f  From  the  entire  tenor  of  Mr.  Evaiis's  nar- 
rative of  this  tour>  it  appears  that,  the  country 
over  which  he  passed  has  even  exceeded  this 
OQimtry  leading  to  and  surrounding  Bathuost, 
in^  riclmess^  fertility,  and  all  the.  other  i^luabk 
objects  for  the  sustenance  of  a  numerous  popib* 
lation*'' 


It  appears  by  the  latest  accounts,  from  New 
^outh  Wales,,  that  the  colony  was  rising  rapidly 
into  a  more  prosperous  state,  but  that  much 
distress  and  loss  had  been  recently  suffered  by 
a  drought  of  uncommon  duration. 
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Natural  Productions,  33.  45.  50.  53,  54.  79.  86.  103.  217.  219 

242.  2S3.  291.  430. 
Nelson,  284. 

Nepean  (River),  84.  134.  215.  293. 
Neutral  Cove,  66. 
Newcastle,  252.  257.  320.  346. 
New  Norfolk,  340. 
New  South  Wales,  34.  68. 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  108,  109,  110.  124.  357.  288.  826. 

329.  332.  346.  362. 
New  Town,  346. 

New  Zealand,  67.  150.  156. 167.  171.  193.  275.  301. 
New  Zealand  Chief,  176.  273,  274, 275.  301. 
New  Zealanders,  157.  167,  168.  171.  178.  273. 
Norfolk  Island,  38.  46,  47.  56.  61.  95.  109.  117,  118,  119,  120, 

121.  153. 166.  186.  188, 189. 208.  211.  249.  265.  292.  316, 

317.  321.  346. 
Northumberland,  253. 

O'Coipnell,  346.  348,  249.  378. 

Officers,  131. 146.  149.  157.  193.  312.  364.  380.  894. 

Officers  (French),  43. 

Orphan  School,  282.  326.  409. 

Otaheite,  156.  309.  377.  382. 

Paramatta,  123.  133.  144. 

Paterson,  158, 159.  161.  191. 267.  290.299.  301.833. 333.  348. 

Pearl  Fishing,  378. 

Perouse  (De  La),  30.  43.  151. 

Phillip,  6.  8.  82.  100.  114, 115. 138.  143, 143. 

Pickpocket,  384. 

Pines,  194. 

Pipe  Manufactory,  393. 

Plant-cabin,  340. 

Plants,  1.  13.  94. 

Plants  (Esculent),  32,  33. 

Playhouse,  306. 

Plumbagd,  343. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


46d  IN^KX. 

PopuIati<»n>  919.  S8a. 

Port  Dairy mplc,  329.  259.  2T8.  989.  990.  80®.  353.  377.  881. 

383. 
Port  Jackson,  93. 
Portland  Place,  215. 
Potatoe.  167.  187.301.304. 
Prices,  243.  276,  277.  346.  850,  851.  858.  874^  87*,  876.  884. 

388.     * 
Printing  Press,  204. 
Provisions,  67.  93,  94.  99.  101.  105.  107.  100.  116, 117.  128. 

132.  135,  136. 184.  209.  278. 

Races,  348.  351.  353.  855,  856.  378. 

Rains,  60.  375. 

Ralph's  Bay,  846. 

Ration,  6^  86,  87.  99, 100.  106. 135.  185. 

Regiment  (73rd),  332.  344.  346.  849. 

Religious  notions,  173.  199. 

Richmond  Hill,  77. 159.  214. 

Rope  manufacture,  318.  349. 

Rose  Hill,  63.  88.  109.  1 11.  199. 

Russian  ship,  303. 

Salt,  225.  296. 

Sandal  Wood,  320.  377. 

Savages,  25.  56.  92.  114.  124, 127..  180. 198. 

Schools,  221.293.  385. 

School  of  Painting,  304. 

Sea-Elephants'  teeth,  318. 

Seal  (Colonial),  129. 

Sealskins,  144.  301.  304.  318. 

Settlers,  110,  111,  126.  142.  146,  147.  189.  817.  891.  »46.  «7. 

Shark,  280. 

Sheep,  273.  280.  331. 

Shoemakers,  2^8. 

Shooting,  93. 103. 

Sirius,  62.  66,  67. 83.  97, 98,  99. 118- 

Skirving,  189.  907. 
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Small-pox,  66.  71, 73.  84. 

Snake,  256,  321. 

Soap,  265.  292. 

Spaniards,  150.  153. 155.  190. 

Specie,  141.  393. 

Spider,  325. 

Spirituous  Liquors,  125.  267. 273.  298. 

Sporto,  348,  349. 

Sting-ray,  60. 

Stores,  65.  135. 

Storeships,  3.  5$.  107.  186.  184.  187.  209. 

Summer,  52. 

Supply,  46.  56.  61.  95.  97,  98,  99.  116. 

Swans  (Black),  202. 

Sweet-tea,  64.  69.  90. 

Swine,  100.  156.  281. 

Sydney,  24.  40.  45.  49.  57.  62,  63.  150. 160. 

Sydney  Cove,  24.  30.  62. 

Sydney  Gazette,  246.  254.  315.  331. 

Tench,  28.  31.  84.  104. 

Timber,  23. 41. 157.  194.  217. 

Tin  Manufactory,  317. 

Transports,  3.  44.  55. 105.  107, 108. 124,  125.  129,  130.  140, 

141.  146. 
Trial,  342.  361. 

Vancouver,  156.  158.  186. 

Van  Dieman's  Land,  67. 222.  228.  248. 252.  320. 824. 846. 850. 

381. 
Whale,  112.  115.  378. 
Wild  Cattle,  201,  202.  210.  233.  257. 
Windmill,  200.  219.  280. 877. 
Windsor,  358,  359. 
Winter,  52. 
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